
 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community Church is to 
glorify God, build up the body of Christ, and reach out to 
those in our community and world to help them become 

followers of Christ. 
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      In a time like ours, easy is a 

virtue. Want to go somewhere far 

away? No need to fear the 

tumultuous terrain or the harsh 

winter weather. Simply click 

“Confirm” on Travelocity’s website, 

show up at an airport, catch a nap, 

and wake up where you wanted to 

be. Need some food? Apparently, 

you can order your food online, 

show up to the store, and they’ll put 

it in your trunk. Everything is easy. 

If it’s not easy, people are working 

to make it easier. And if it can’t be 

made easy — like getting six pack 

abs — people will still try to sell an 

“easier” way. 

      It’s no wonder genuine Christian 

discipleship is a hard sell. Think 

about the story of God and Jacob 

wrestling (Genesis 32). What an 

overwhelming image of 

discipleship! Jacob and God 

wrestled “till daybreak.” God 

touched Jacob’s hip and put it out of 

 

 

 

its socket, but still Jacob hung on. 

Many of the paintings of this scene 

are laughable, but they get the point 

across. Discipleship leaves you dirty 

from rolling around in the dirt with 

God. Worship leaves you exhausted. 

Loving God leaves you forever 

wounded, unable to walk the way 

you once walked. 

      There’s little that is easy about 

Christian discipleship. So don’t buy 

any book that sells a form of easy 

discipleship. There’s no formula for 

a blessed life. So don’t be fooled by 

someone offering you twelve steps 

to securing God’s blessings. There is 

only rolling in the dirt, clinging to 

God, and pleading with God to bless 

us. Discipleship looks like walking 

the rest of our lives with an odd step, 

an uncomfortable gate, because 

God’s touched our lives. There’s no 

promise that God’s blessing will 

lead us into wealth and health. The 

only promise is that we will go from 

being “Jacob,” which is a name  

 

 

meaning “one who is a trickster,” to 

being “Israel,” which is a name 

meaning “one who has striven with 

God.” There is only the promise that 

God will make us new. 

      It is good to be dirty, exhausted, 

and wounded. It means we’ve drawn 

near to a feisty God, a relational 

God. And the God of Israel prefers a 

people who cling to him, like a child 

clings to a parent who is trying to 

leave for work, even if they don’t 

know what blessing they may 

receive. There’s nothing easy about 

it. So let us resist the cultural belief 

that easier is better, for God calls us 

into a harder life, a life of 

discipleship and worship and love. 

It’s not easy, but it’s worth it, 

because when all is said and done 

we will know God is with us and we 

are with God. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Zen 



  March 4 March 11 March 18 March 25 

Snacks         

Reader Brandy Kalhoefer Barb Derr Sandy Hacker Mike Hacker 

Acolyte  Dana Meyer Gabe Baumgardner Mason Flynn Josh Flynn 

Ring Bell  Meyer kids Scott Baker Rick Chesterman Bruner Girls 

Sound System Phil Engle Brian Royer Drew Morrison David Morrison 

Video Tech Ryan Lemon Mike Lyons Sandy Hacker Barb Baker 

Songleaders  
Ann Ambler, Lisa Harter, 

Jim Hildebrand 
David Morrison, Bonnie 

Hosler, Becky Lyons 

Barb Derr, Adrian 
Halverstadt,                

David Morrison 
Something Biblical 

Open/Close Duty  Tom Hosler Mike Lyons Brian Royer David Morrison 

Announcements  Adrian Halverstadt Brian Royer Ann Ambler Jim Ambler 

Nursery Helper Sandy Shoemaker Sandy Stephan 
Drew Morrison &          
Maureen Flynn 

Maitlyn Christman 

Little Discoverers 
Teacher/Helper 

Megan Condry Barb Derr Lauren Baker Dawn Williams 

Young Explorers 
Teacher/Helper 

Kelly Halverstadt Megan and Phil Engle Megan and Phil Engle 
Shari Brinneman and 

Jennifer Braun 

Kids Ignite Teacher/
Helper 

Betsy Royer Megan Condry Megan Condry Megan Condry 

Greeter-Wm St  Ben & Kasey Davis Mike Ward Jill Gamlin Jennifer Braun 

Ushers & Greeters - 
West 

Robin & Scott Baker Meyer Family Robin & Scott Baker Theda & Vern Neel 

Usher & Greeters  -
East 

Geoffery Guy Geoffery Guy Geoffery Guy Laura Snider 

Usher - Center  
Adrian Halverstadt & 

Gary Yeiter 
Tracy Blocker &              
Terry Rodgers 

Adam Myers &              
Phil Engle 

Rick Chesterman & 
Rick Baker 

If you are unable to volunteer as scheduled, please find a replacement and notify                                                                                    

Megan in the church office of the change as soon as possible. 



 

 
 

Birthdays 

03/01, Ethan Froehlke 

Sharon Sorenson 

03/03, Bonnie Hosler 

03/04, Carolyn Hosier 

Vikki Thorson 

03/05, Joanna Kline 

03/06, Lisa Harter 

03/07, Layla Ambriole 

Wilma Palmer 

03/08, Mike Hacker 

Ronald Reed 

03/09, Karen Wall 

03/10, Ethan Meyer 

03/11, Brandon Kelsey 

Vicki Patrick 

03/14, Kaydince Kalhoefer 

Korbin Kalhoefer 

3/17, Ty Schultz 

03/23, Dan Jarvis 

03/24, Hilda Mitten 

03/25, Brenda Schenkel 

03/26, Eloise Engle 

03/28, Kasey Davis 

Greg Kelsey 

03/30, Walter Hacker 
 

Anniversaries 

03/08, Ron & Brenda Schenkel 

03/13, Nic & Jenny Wall 

03/29, David & Sally Morrison 

03/30, Jeff & Rhonda Foust 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEAM UPDATES 
 

Finance Team: 
 

January 2018 

  Income:  Unified Budget Giving   $  11,083  

    United Way Grant    $    3,500 

    Trust Income       $    1,337  

    Miscellaneous Income   $       150 

  Expenses:       $  12,985 

   

  YTD Tuck Pointing funds:     $  22,226 

 

 

Worship Team: 
 

Thank you to our entire church family for being flexible and for waiting         

patiently as the new boilers are installed! We are thankful for the way           

worshiping together in Fellowship Hall has helped foster an additional sense of 

community amongst us, and we are looking into how we might build on this in 

the coming months. We look forward to worshiping with you in the sanctuary 

again soon! 

 

 

Youth and Children’s Ministry: 
 

Please see the children and youth page for additional updates. 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Volunteers are needed to provide snacks during fellowship time in the next couple 

months. All dates in March are currently open. If you are interested in serving in this way, 

please sign up on the clipboard on the bulletin board outside the office. If you would like 

to purchase snacks, but do not want to be the snack host or vice versa, please see Barb 

Derr. 

 

 What IF we followed God with perseverance instead of insecurity? IF: Huntington is a free two day 

event for women and is going to be held at Faith Chapel UMC (2978 W 1100 N, Huntington) on Friday, 

March 9th from 6-9 pm and Saturday, March 10th from 9 am-2pm. All women are invited to attend! For more 

information, please visit http://www.thewell.church/ifhuntington.html or contact Molly Edgel at 

molly@thewell.church. 

 

 

 The Community Food Pantry at Love INC is looking for a small group of two-six 

people to volunteer the first Tuesday of every month from 4-6:30 pm. If you are interested 

or have questions about this opportunity, please contact Erin at Love INC at 260-356-0933 

or erin@loveinchtown.org. 

 

 

 Save the date for Mary’s Tea and Basket Party, scheduled to be held on April 28th at SPFCC! 

 

 Help St. Peter’s earn cash while you shop with Kroger 

Rewards! The Church earned $677 in 2017, and it may be time 

to renew your Kroger Rewards enrollment to help support 

SPFCC. It costs you nothing and doesn’t affect your benefits. 

You need to renew your designation to help SPFCC each year. 

Go to KrogerCommunityRewards.com to enroll or renew. You 

will need your Kroger Plus Card to enroll. Owen’s stores are not 

listed so you can choose any Kroger store and Owen’s purchases will count. You can either use St. Peter’s 

First Community name or number (11561) for the organization. When you are enrolled, you will see St. 

Peter’s First Community on the bottom of your receipt. See Becky Lyons if you have any questions. You can 

also call 1-866-221-4141. Thank you for helping the church earn money while shopping at Owen’s/Kroger 

Stores. Please ask your family and friends to sign up with us, also. 

 

 Tortured for Christ will be shown at College Park Church on Saturday March 10th, at 6:30 pm. It is a two 

hour movie, appropriate for middle school on up and younger children at parental discretion, as the topic is 

torture.  This is the true story of pastor Richard Wurmbrand of Romania, imprisoned for 14 years in Romania 

immediately after WWII.  It has so much to teach us about having courage to stand for our faith and will  

expand the awareness of the Church in our region of the persecution experienced now and through the years 

by our brothers and sisters in other parts of the world. Tickets cost $10 and can be purchased in advance 

at: www.tugg.com/events/tortured-for-christ-movie-nzri 

 

http://www.thewell.church/ifhuntington.html
mailto:molly@thewell.church
http://www.tugg.com/events/tortured-for-christ-movie-nzri


 

“I have loved you with an everlasting love; 

    I have drawn you with unfailing kindness.” Jeremiah 31:3 

 

 

SPOTLIGHT on our CHURCH FAMILY 

Questions asked of Adrian Halverstadt: 

Has St. Peter’s First Community Church always been your home church? Yes, since August 2008 when I moved 

here.   

How long have you been a member?  nine years  

What is it about SPFCC that keeps you engaged? Its focus on serving the community. 

Can you describe a time when you’ve experienced God’s love? Yes, in recovering from the 

emotional pain of losing a loved one.  

How would you express God’s mission for your life? Helping others see what options are 

available to them, explore which ones God is leading them toward, and supporting 

them in whatever way I can as they embrace God’s call for their life. 

What are some ways you share love with those around you? food and humor  

What is one thing that brings a smile to your face? watching sporting events together with wife and daughter; 

BBQ 

What is your favorite thing to do when you get the chance? Grilling meat on a charcoal grill while eating   

peanuts or pistachios  

What is your favorite dessert (kind and flavor)? strawberry rhubarb pie = German chocolate cake. It’s a toss 

up!  

Any additional info you would like to share?  

Job: Attorney 

Hobbies: grilling, hands-on DIY projects at home, and reading - psychology/philosophy, history, esoteric 

Christianity  

Children? Seven year old daughter, Mia 

#1 on your “Bucket list”? Keep Kelly and Mia happy 

PRAYER REQUESTS: 

 

Please continue to pray for: 

 The family of Jean Ann Heiney after Jean Ann’s recent passing.  

 All those facing financial, emotional, spiritual, and health stresses. 

 
 

*If you would like to be added to the email prayer chain and receive prayer requests throughout the week, please 

contact Megan Engle at stpetersfirst@att.net to let her know.* 



 

Children’s Update 
 

*Kids’ Summer Fun: School Edition is coming Friday, March 

2nd, from 6:00-8:00 pm!  Kids, age 4 through those in 6th grade, 

are invited to join us for a Kids’ Summer Fun evening of              

activities, snacks, and discovery.  

*March 25th is Palm Sunday and the kids will once again be 

helping with the Palm Parade.  Be looking for more information 

in the bulletin soon.  For Easter Sunday, April 1st, children six 

years of age and older will be worshipping upstairs as we           

celebrate our Savior’s resurrection.  Children’s classes will be 

available for children five years of age and younger during the 

service.   

*A big thank you to all the 

kids who helped carry the 

soup forward on           

“Soup-er” Bowl Sunday! 

*The kids enjoyed learning 

more about God’s love for 

them and how they are 

God’s One-of-a-Kind         

Valentine with our           

recent lesson focused on Valentine’s Day.  They learned that 

first God loved us, then we love God, and share about God’s 

love with others (1 John 4:19).   

Celebration Moment:  Recently, the kids had a lot of fun with 

our Valentine’s Day themed lesson.  I was so encouraged by the 

kids in the Kids Ignite class that morning!  They were so        
focused and eager to learn more about God’s love for them and 

how they can share His love with others.  At one point, the girls 
were all excited, sharing, and putting on their new bracelets.  A 

few of the kids really liked 1 John 4:19 and said, “we can 

memorize that one.”  I love their desire to learn God’s Word! 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Homework Help Update 
 

*The program is for middle & high school students and meets 

Mondays – Thursdays from 3:00-5:30 pm.   

*We appreciate all the great snacks and drinks you have         

recently provided for Homework Help!  The students enjoy 

these daily snacks and it is a huge boost to give them energy for 

their studies!  Thanks, too, for all your delicious, homemade 

sweet treats you share with the kids!  If you would still like to 

donate items, please drop off prepackaged snacks and drinks in 

the box in Fellowship Hall.     

*Investing in the Next Generation:  Thanks, SPFCC, for         

coming together and meeting our need for additional           

Homework Help volunteers on Tuesday afternoons in February.  

If you’d be interested in helping on an upcoming Tuesday this 

March, please see the sheet in the William St. foyer or contact 

Megan Condry.  Your investment allows more students to           

attend the program and receive support, care, and                     

encouragement form caring adults.   

Celebration Moment:  It is a great joy to see students return to 

Homework Help after a season away and to see how much they 

appreciate the program.  It’s also very encouraging to see the 
growth that has happened in the lives of these students! They 

have grown in their academics, but also in deeper areas of             

self-control, respect, and effort.   

Youth Update 
 

*Youth group meets on Wednesday evenings from 6:45-8:15 

pm.  All middle and high school students are welcome to     

attend.   

*Festivus, originally scheduled for January, has been postponed 

until March 16-17.  Area youth groups will come together for a 

lock-out all night party.  Travel around Huntington & Ft. 

Wayne for all kinds of games and activities.  It’s not too late to 

sign up!  Grab a registration form or ask Megan for more     

details.     

*We kicked off the Lenten season by attending the Ash 

Wednesday service.  The youth enjoyed participating in the 

service and had many great questions afterward.  Thanks to 

Cheyenne for reading the Scripture for the service!  

Celebration Moment: I continue to be encouraged by the        
conversations and questions the youth have each week.  They 

are really seeking and wrestling with the truths they are            
reading from God’s Word as they seek to make connections to 

their lives and the world around them.  I’m amazed at the           

current issues, challenging questions, and thought provoking 

insights the youth share!            

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HKC Update 
 

*HKC (Huntington Kids Club) meets on Monday evenings 

from 6:30-8:30 pm for kids in 2nd-6th grade (or ages 8-12).   

*We are looking for additional volunteers to help on Monday 

evenings.  If you would be interested in building relationships 

with students, sharing Jesus, and having fun, see Megan for 

more details.   

*The kids have been working on applying the words in our  

RESPECT acronym to their lives, memorizing God’s Word, 

and engaging in great small group conversations!  Recently 

they had a lot of fun 

with a scavenger 

hunt discovering 

that God’s Word is 

the greatest treasure!   

Celebration           

Moment:  It’s great 

to see the kids           
gathering together 

in their small 
groups!  They are 

always eager to 

share, asking great 
questions, and          

enjoying the         

opportunity to be 
known and cared for 

by the adult              

volunteers.   

Please continue to pray for all the children & youth involved in these activities.                                                                          

Pray for the volunteers who interact with them each week.    



                   

The Re-words 

     Several years back I was known in a particular context as the 

girl who loves (or has an obsession with) re-words.  I can’t quite 

remember how I came to this name but I can only imagine it had 

something to do with me sharing often about my love of the re-

words.  We had a pretty solid list of re-words going at the time and 

every now and then I’ll get a text that says something like, “Heard 

the word redeem over and over today and naturally thought of 

you.” Redeem, restore, recreate, renew, resurrect.  These are such 

good words and they are only a few of the thousands of re-words! 

     My ears perk up when I hear re-words so naturally when I came 

to a chapter in a book recently entitled “Rewoven,” I was intrigued.  

When God wants to make sure you get something, He makes sure 

that same theme or truth keeps coming to you in a variety of 

different places.  At the same time I was reading the “Rewoven” 

chapter, I also listened to Zen’s message entitled Jesus the 

Recreator.  I began reading another book and the first few chapters 

were about God making all things new.  By this point, I was keenly 

aware that God has got something to say! 

     I’ve been sitting with this beautiful truth that God makes all 

things new.  God is in the business of redeeming and restoring all 

things.  Aren’t God’s ways amazing?  God sees us and knows us 

completely and still says, I’m going to use you, all of you, all of 

these broken pieces and I’m going to recreate something beautiful 

out of them.  Do you hear that truth?  Wherever you are, whatever 

you have done, however lost, sad, and broken you feel, God is 

right there with you.  He loves you and graciously bends down to 

pick up all the shattered and scattered pieces.  Even when you 

don’t realize it, He’s there, gathering the broken parts, and piece by 

piece starting to put them back together.  “God used all the same 

threads.  He didn’t create a replica.  He didn’t start from scratch.  

He didn’t throw the destroyed original in the trash and begin again 

with all new material.  God rewove what was torn into a stronger 

version than the first” (Of Mess and Moxie, 248).  When all we see 

is tattered threads, broken pieces, and shattered glass, God sees 

something beautiful; something to reweave, restore, and redeem.  

In his eyes, this, whatever it may be, is never too far gone to be 

made new. 

      Recently someone asked me about what I find most life giving.  

As I’ve reflected more on this, the most beautiful, life giving thing 

for me is seeing the redeeming work God does in a human heart.  

That is always a story I will tune in, read, and come back to again 

and again.  Maybe this touches my heart so deeply because it 

brings renewed hope for every person, or maybe it reminds me that 

God is in control, and I need to entrust these situations to him.  

Honestly, I think a lot of it speaks truth to our own hearts that this 

too can be redeemed.  When we see God’s redeeming work so 

clearly in someone else’s life, we are compelled to do the hard 

work of journeying with Christ in the redeeming and restoring 

work He is doing in us.  Instead of being afraid of the broken 

pieces and the sharp edges, prone to turn and run away, we look 

down and for the first time see the beauty in that one piece of glass, 

rough edges and all.  As the light touches it, we begin to see 

something completely different than 1,000 shattered pieces that we 

once thought could never be remade, but instead, we see how the 

pieces reflect the light, as a new beauty emerges.  We find that 

those pieces don’t fit back together in the same way to make the 

same thing but instead, over time, sometimes very slowly, we 

begin to see something new taking shape.  Those rough edges find 

their place in the new design.  The beauty is that the new design 

consists of all those broken pieces because God reweaves and 

redeems all the pieces into something new. 

     A few years ago, I had a really hard season at Homework Help.  

I absolutely love interacting with the students, watching them grow 

and learn, being a presence in their lives, and sharing Christ’s love 

with them, but this particular time was marked by a few students 

who were struggling in their growing up process.  My patience was 

tested.  Days were marked with hurtful words, anger, disrespect, 

and on occasion a few tears were shed (on my part).  I prayed often 

for these students and what was going on in their lives.  The walls 

of my prayer room were filled with the same few names as they 

came to my mind and heart often.  God did a lot of work in me 

during that season and has done tremendous work in me since then.  

Earlier this year, one of the students from that season returned to 

Homework Help.  We had a few rough patches but I saw glimmers 

of something different.  Now this student is here almost every day 

and is often one of the last students to leave.  This student now 

comes because she wants help on her homework and wants to do 

well in school.  She’s grown and matured in amazing ways.  She 

texted me on Friday a few weeks ago asking for help on a math 

assignment!  We’ve had countless conversations this year about 

her attitude and actions a few years ago and she is amazed (and 

appalled) to see other students acting in ways that she had before.  

The redeeming work that has happened in her life is amazing!  I’m 

so thankful that God is writing her story because it is more 

amazing, beautiful, and surprising than I could ever have imagined. 

     In the last few months I’ve done a lot of remembering.  Going 

back to that season isn’t as hard or painful as I thought because it’s 

in the remembering that I see even more the way that God is 

making all things new.  He is taking those broken pieces, picking 

them up, and refashioning them into something new.  “God’s 

sovereignty says: I’m bigger than that, stronger than that, more 

powerful than that.  I can make this beautiful again and use it to 

heal you and make you sturdier and, while we’re at it, other people 

too” (Of Mess and Moxie, 248).  I always knew that God was 

bigger and could do His redeeming work in her life and I am so 

thankful that I’ve gotten to see even a part of that work taking 

place. 

     “Re-member your broken and busted heart, remember Him 

crucified and who you are and your real name: the Beloved” (The 

Broken Way, 36).  Remember that God is reweaving, redeeming, 

and restoring all things.  Jesus, give us eyes to see the redeeming 

work you are doing in the world; taking the broken pieces and 

creating new beauty out of them.  Only God could take a kid who 

fought being at Homework Help into a student who wants to be 

here because she knows she is loved, cared for, and welcome.  

Maybe, just maybe, that’s why I love the re-words - redeeming, 

restoring, renewing, reweaving, 

recreating, and resurrecting.   

 

A Letter from Megan Condry 



SPFCC March Calendar 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HH 

2 
 
 
6-8 pm Kids’ 
Summer Fun: 
School Edition 
 
 
 
 

3 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4 
 
 
 

9:30 am 
Worship 
 

 

5 
 

6 pm 
Something 
Biblical 
 
 

6 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
6:30 pm HKC 
 
HH 

6 
 
 
 

6:30 pm 
Community 
Prayer Service - 
St. Peter & Paul 
 
7 pm Circle 
 
HH 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
 

6:45 pm 

Youth Group 
 
HH 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HH  

9 
 

10 
 
 
 

11 
 
8:45 am 
Fellowship 
Team Meeting  

 
 

9:30 am 
Worship 
 

 

12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
 

6:30 pm HKC 
 
 

HH 

13 
 

SeniorPak Prep 
 
6 pm YSB 
Parenting Class 
 
6:30 pm 
Council 
 
HH 

14 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Choir 
 
6:45 pm 
Youth Group 
 
HH 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30 pm  
Security 
Training at 
First Church of 
the Nazarene 

 
 
 

HH 

16 
 
Festivus 

17 
 
 

18 
 

8 am Men’s 
Breakfast 
 

8:30 am 
Children’s 
Team Meeting 
 
9:30 am 
Worship  
 

19 
 

6 pm 
Something 
Biblical 
 
6 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
6:30 pm HKC 
  
HH 

20 
 
 
6:30 pm 
Women’s Team 
Meeting 
 
 
HH 

21 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Choir 
 
6:45 pm 
Youth Group 
 
HH 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
 

24 
 

 

25 
 
9:30 am 
Worship - Palm 
Sunday 

26 
5:30 pm 
Worship Team 
 

6 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 

 
 

27 
 

SeniorPak Prep 
 
6:30 pm 
Property Team 
Meeting 
 
 

28 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Choir 
 
 
 
 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

30 
 

12 pm Good 
Friday service 
at SPFCC 
 
4 pm Wedding 
rehearsal and 
dinner 

31 
 
 
 
3:30 pm 
Kauffman 
Wedding 

 *HH denotes Homework Help program, which runs from 3 - 5:30 p.m.  



 

 

A Note From the Ministry Coordinator: 
 

“If you accept my words and store up my commands within 

you, turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to 

understanding—then you will understand the fear of 

the LORD and find the knowledge of God. For 

the LORD gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge 

and understanding.” Proverbs 2:1-2 and 5-6 
 

      “It’s so easy to park our minds in bad spots. To dwell 

and rehash and wish things were different. But to dwell on 

hard things keeps us in hard spots and only serves to 

deepen our feelings of emotional emptiness,” (https://

proverbs31.org/read/devotions/full-post/2018/02/15/a-

better-place-to-park). I guess I always thought that if I 

poured a lot of time and energy into a relationship, I could 

make it be fruitful and that I could make it be pleasing to 

God. Recently, I’ve begun to realize that this just may not 

be true. People change, circumstances are different than 

they once were, and others just don’t have the same view 

of friendship as I do. As I take these things to God, I’m 

learning to let myself grieve the end of what once was and 

in turn am allowing myself to move on to something new.  

      I’ve been wrestling with how to know when to stop 

pouring into a relationship because it’s run its course. My 

time, energy, and resources are limited. Especially with 

two young children, there is only so much I have left to 

give at the end of the day, and I want to use what I have 

left wisely to bring God glory.  

      Often I get caught up in wondering and worrying if I’m 

making the right decisions in many areas, focused lately on 

the area of friendship. In covering the devotion, “A Better 

Place to Park,” by Lysa TerKeurst with the HU golf girls, 

we worked through some of the following questions: 

Should I continue investing in a friend who doesn’t invest 

in me in return? Am I being selfish for wanting a friend to 

thank me for my investment or to say sorry for their 

disrespect toward me? Do I need to let someone else know 

they’ve hurt me or am I being prideful to ask that they 

acknowledge my hurt? These questions don’t have simple 

answers.  

      Through taking these questions to God, He is teaching 

me three things. First, I’m realizing that I can rely on God 

for wisdom. As a Lenten practice, I’ve begun reading from 

the book of Proverbs for ten minutes each day, and I have 

been reminded of the great wisdom that God imparts when 

we ask Him and when we listen to Him. “Whoever listens 

to me will live in safety and be at ease, without fear of 

harm,” (Proverbs 1:33). Instead of thinking I must make a 

decision about how to proceed, I can take a step back, 

breathe, and “be at ease”. It may mean relationships don’t 

look like I think they should look, but it’s letting go of the 

pressure I put on myself to try to make things fit a certain 

mold that may not be what God intends. This doesn’t mean 

being disrespectful, but I’m realizing this may mean that I 

need to stop trying so hard. 

 

      A friend recently shared this quote, “The people we 

surround ourselves with either raise or lower our standards. 

They either help us to become the best version of ourselves 

or encourage us to become lesser versions of ourselves. 

We become like our friends. No man becomes great on his 

own. No woman becomes great on her own. The people 

around them help to make them great. We all need people 

in our lives who raise our standards, remind us of our 

essential purpose, and challenge us to become the best 

version of ourselves,” The Rhythm of Life: Living Every 

Day with Passion and Purpose by Matthew Kelly). What if, 

instead of being so busy doing, we let God work? What if 

we take a step back from the areas that are depleting us and 

instead wait for God to direct us to something new? What 

if we let God redeem, restore, and make new…our 

attitudes, our relationships, and our whole beings?  

      Secondly, God is 

teaching me to pray 

more consistently, 

especially for those who 

have hurt me, even 

when it’s hard. 

“Everyone has hurts 

from their past. And everyone has the choice to either let 

those past hurts continue to haunt and damage them or to 

allow forgiveness to pave the way for us to be more 

compassionate toward others,” https://proverbs31.org/read/

devotions/full-post/2018/02/15/a-better-place-to-park). 

Prayer softens our hearts and helps us listen to and obey 

God’s leading. I’m reminded that I must humble myself 

enough to allow God to work. Prayer also helps shift my 

focus. Instead of focusing on the areas that are lacking, 

God directs my attention to areas of abundance. Through 

wisdom and prayer, God is teaching me how I can be more 

appreciative of others and how I can challenge others to be 

the best versions of themselves.  When we feel 

appreciated, we are more invested. How do I help others, 

especially those who are investing in me and my family, 

feel valued and appreciated? God is directing me to invest 

my time, energy, and resources there.  

      Finally, God reminds me to hold tight to His promises. 

“He holds success in store for the upright, he is a shield to 

those whose walk is blameless, for he guards the course of 

the just and protects the way of his faithful 

ones,” (Proverbs 2:7-8). May each of us evaluate where we 

are investing our time, energy, and resources. May we seek 

God’s wisdom, allowing Him to direct us to the places we 

can be used to bring Him the most glory. May we join 

together in prayer, trusting His promises and allowing 

forgiveness to guide us to be more compassionate along 

the way. And, may we always remember, just as my          

two-year-old recently reminded me as she burst into song, 

“This is the day that the Lord has made. We will rejoice 

and be glad in it!” This day, may we rejoice, be glad, and 

encourage one another to be the best version of the person 

God has created us to be. Amen.       ~Megan Engle 
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ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 
206 ETNA AVENUE 
HUNTINGTON, IN 46750 

Worship 9:30 am 
Conversation and Refreshments 

10:45am 

 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community 
Church is to glorify God, build up the body of 

Christ, and reach out to those in our community 
and world to help them become followers of 

Christ. 

ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 

phone: 260.356.7728 

fax: 260.356.7514 

email: stpetersfirst@att.net 

web: www.spfcc.org 

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch 
 

Megan Engle, Ministry Coordinator 

Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 8 am-4 pm 

Zen Hess, Pastor 

260.224.5698  

zenxhess@gmail.com  

Becky Lyons, Financial Secretary 

stpetersfirstcom@yahoo.com 
 

Megan Condry, Youth & Children’s Director 

419.733.1272 

megancondry@gmail.com 

"Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes                           

in the name of the Lord!"  

John 12:13 

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch
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