
 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community Church is to 
glorify God, build up the body of Christ, and reach out to 
those in our community and world to help them become 

followers of Christ. 
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      In ancient churches, sharing the “kiss of 
peace” was one of the first things Christians 
did in their worship service. Alexander 
Schmemann, an Orthodox professor and 
pastor, explains that, as it grew, the church 
left this practice behind. Schmemann 
suspects it felt odd to share a kiss of peace 
in a crowd of people you hardly knew. The 
church exchanged the practice of a kiss of 
peace for an exclamation, “Let us love one 
another!” 
      This is a loss for the church. Here’s why. 
A statement is an idea we can hide behind. 
Love as an action—like a kiss or a hug or a 
handshake—is a deed that reveals we have 
moved from the word of love to the 
embodiment of love. “Christ is at work in all 
our gestures, actions, and ceremonies,” 
Schmemann writes, “…Thus, in the holy kiss 
we express not our own love—rather, we 
embrace each other through the new love 
of Christ.”  
      We might see our time of greeting one 
another as a version of the “kiss of peace.” 
Sometimes we extend peace to one 
another after our prayers of confession. But 
the clearest time we practice something 
like the “kiss of peace” is during the sharing 
of the bread and juice at communion. As 
we pass the trays to our neighbors, we feed 
them. Where else in your life do you do 
this? Around the dinner table, with friends 
and family members. I assume this act 
doesn’t happen many other places. So, like 
passing dishes around the table, passing 

communion trays is an act of “kinning,” a 
practice through which Christ makes us 
family. 
      This is a radical practice, rooted in 
Christ’s own radical redrawing of human 
life. Nearly everyone has a “natural” love 
that exists before we are embraced by 
Christ. This love goes to family and friends 
and those like us. Once we’ve been 
embraced by Christ’s love, however, we see 
the world differently. The love Christ gifts 
to us is not just “more love” for our family 
and friends. It is a love that recreates us 
and flows out from us to the most 
unexpected people. One more quote from 
Schmemann—a really powerful one—will 
make the point: “The essence of the fallen 
world is that division, the separation of 
each from all, reigns in it. This is not 
overcome by the ‘natural’ love of certain 
people for certain others, and it triumphs 
and is fulfilled in the ultimate ‘separation’—
death. The essence of the Church lies in the 
manifestation and presence in the world of 
love as life and life as love. Fulfilling herself 
in love, she witnesses in the world to this 
love…Through it the church fulfills herself, 
accomplishes our communion with Christ 
and with his love, so that in participating in 
it, we comprise ‘out of many, one body.'”  
      “Out of many, one body” is a phrase 
borrowed from Paul (1 Cor. 12:12). This 
way of talking about the church as “one 
body” is possible because of baptism, but 
also because of communion (1 Cor. 10-11). 

Through communion, Christ binds us—as 
many, and as one—to his own body and 
blood. And as that happens, previous 
distinctions no longer divide us: “For we 
were all baptized by one Spirit into one 
body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or 
free—and we were all given one Spirit to 
drink” (1 Cor. 12:13). He says much the 
same thing elsewhere. To the Galatians, he 
writes, “You are all children of God through 
faith in Christ Jesus…There is neither Jew 
nor Greek, slave nor free, male and female, 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 
3:26, 28). This is why, as we prepare to 
receive communion, we pray these words:     
      Let no division remain among us, 
      for in Christ the rich are not more 
      important than the poor, 
      one nation or race is not of greater  
      worth than another, 
      and one gender is not more important 
      than the other. 
      Let us all be restored to you and to one   
      another. 
But this prayer will ring hollow until we 
embody its words through an act that 
“kins” us. In the ancient church, it was a 
kiss. For us at St. Peter’s First, it is feeding 
one another by passing the communion 
trays, even to those whom we may think of 
as strangers, jerks, or odd balls. May Christ 
gift us with the love we need to become 
the love we are called to be. Amen. 
   Every blessing, 
    Pastor Zen  

 

A painting of Paul and Peter’s farewell kiss of peace 



Birthdays 

06/01, John Meyer 

06/03, Cassie Hacker 

06/05, Kennedy Baker 

06/08, Dottie McCurley 

06/09, Barb Baker 

Nan Ulrich 

06/11, Doyle Krieg 

06/13, Kelly Halverstadt 

06/14, Ken McCurley 

06/20, Bob Bittner 

06/21, Kirk Baker 

06/22, Joseph Callahan 

Kay Delauter 

Peggy Scher 

06/23, Jeannie Myers 

06/24, Ann Ambler 

Don Hofmann 

Gracie Zartman 

06/26, Aaron Baker 

06/27, John Bostel 

Jessie Hess 

Michael Ward 

06/29, Roger Dimond 

 

Anniversaries 

06/01, Scott & Lisa Harter 

06/01, Zen & Jessie Hess 

06/04, Doyle & Kathy Krieg 

06/05, Jamie & Hoss Cocklin 

06/09, Marland & Mary Sell 

06/09, Richard & Jenna Strick 

06/11, Matt & Kristin Harter 

06/15, Jeff & Connie           

Baumgardner 

06/15, Marie and DeWayne 

Hockemeyer 

06/20, Herb & Virginia Oden 

06/24, Adam & Erica Myers 

06/25, Jennifer and Marc          

Hollingsworth 

06/26, Kevin and Sandy           

Shoemaker  

06/27, Tom and Bonnie Hosler 

A Note From the Ministry Coordinator: 

      I hate to say that I am busy. I desire to live a life that is slow-paced, quiet, and calm. I 
desire for my children to have sufficient time at home to rest, to use their imagination, to 
move slowly, and to play. I am only as busy as I allow myself to be. This is a true                 
statement, but I find it extremely difficult to cut things, good things, from my life or to 
actually leave the bit of open space I’ve created unscheduled. We’re constantly filling our 
time and white space with church activities, fitness lessons, family gatherings, but when 
do I ever have time to just be? I want time for leisurely bike rides, unplanned walks to the 
park and spontaneous movie nights. I want time to sit and listen to myself think and to 
God speak. But, if I don’t set aside and hold fast to time to make these things possible, all 
of my time gets filled with other good, but maybe not the best, things. 

      As I continually feel the building pressure of a life pushed to, or maybe past, the limits, 
bursting at the seams, never having enough time to complete the tasks that need to be 
done, I ask God once again, “How do I find more calm, more peace, less chaos and less 
commotion?” “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light,” (Matthew 11:28-
30). As I ask God how to actually live out this instruction to come to Him to find rest, He 
is reminding me of the importance of keeping the Sabbath holy. “You must remember to 
keep the Sabbath a special day. You may work six days a week to do your job. But the 
seventh day is a day of rest in honor of the Lord your God,” (Exodus 20:8-10). This is not 
a new command, yet how easy it is to fall into the constant rush that the world desires for 
us and to forget how to experience true peace. 

      With God’s help, I recently began practicing rest on Sundays. For me, this does not 
necessarily mean that I take a nap or lay on the couch, but it means I do something                 
different with my day to honor Him than I do the other six days of my week. It means                    
scheduling fewer activities, but most important for me on this day is putting away my              
to-do list. I still fold laundry, wash dishes, and make dinner, but I do these things with    
different intentions. I complete these activities not because 
they’re waiting to be crossed off of my to-do list, but because I 
desire to do them. God is showing me how these acts of service 
to my family are honoring Him. As I begin to set aside time to 
honor God, I sense God giving me more freedom…to play 
Mommy and Daddy with Eloise without hesitation when she 
asks, to sit cuddled with Emmitt on the couch watching Peppa 
Pig for the hundredth time as he pats the spot beside him              
indicating where I should sit, and freedom to hear and be             
obedient to God’s voice. The beauty I’m finding is that as I do 
something different to honor God on Sundays, it carries over to 
the rest of my week. I am more inclined to spend other               
moments honoring God, too, I have a better sense of when to 
say no, and despite the busyness and frantic pace at which I 
may be pulled on the outside, listening to God is equipping me 
to remain more calm and to move more slowly on the inside.  

      “In order to be where you are, you have to know where you 
are…Sometimes we need someone to remind us to simply be 
with what’s true without trying to change it, fix it, or put a spin on it to make it sound             
better or worse,” (The Next Right Thing by Emily P. Freeman, pages 131-132).  

      Where am I? The truth is that I am in a season in life that is busy, but maybe busy, 
having a great deal to do, isn’t such a bad thing. God desires for us to do a great deal, but I 
don’t believe he desires for us to do it at a frantic pace. A full life of serving our families, 
our neighbors, and our friends does not need to be a chaotic life. In order to make our full, 
maybe busy, lives less chaotic and frantic, I think we must ask who or what we are serving 
and honoring through our actions. Are we serving our to-do list or our perfectionist 
tendencies? Are we honoring the desires or unachievable standards of someone else? Or 
are our actions this day serving and honoring God?   

      I challenge you to ask yourself, “Where am I?” As you do so, may you allow God to 
show up and speak. Whatever the answer, may you be with what’s true. May you rest in 
and honor the Lord in that truth. May God redeem your time, give you freedom, and bring 
you peace. What a blessing it is to honor and serve God, living full lives that glorify Him.  

      “Father, Even if we may be busy on the outside, don’t let the hurry overwhelm us on 
the inside. Remind us to move at a walking pace. Let your peace rule within us. Quiet us 
in the midst of the chaos. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer,” (The Next Right Thing, 
pg. 133).      ~ Megan Engle  



SPOTLIGHT on our CHURCH FAMILY 

Questions asked of Jill Gamlin: 

Has St. Peter’s First Community Church always been your home church? We’ve attended 

for the last seven years. 

How long have you been a member?  I attend, but not a member 

What is it about SPFCC that keeps you engaged? I liked Richard, the previous pastor, and 

like our new pastor, Zen. Have met many nice people.  

Can you describe a time when you’ve experienced God’s love? Kenzie and Kylie were         

seven and four. We were in church singing. I looked at them and Kylie couldn’t read yet 

and she just put her arms around Kenzie’s waist and listened to her sing. Kenzie was  

singing her heart out and I thought how blessed I was to be in that moment. Thank you, 

God.  

How would you express God’s mission for your life? To be kind to all people. We live in an 

everchanging world and we had better learn to accept people for who they are even 

though they seem different from us. More tolerance is needed.  

What are some ways you share love with those around you? I give rides to people in my family, my husband, 

Terry, is always cooking for family, and we give lots of hugs.  

What is one thing that brings a smile to your face? my granddaughters’ voices 

What is your favorite thing to do when you get the chance? Have lunch or dinner with my good friends. We 

share lots of laughs and, at times, tears. Good for the soul.  

What is your favorite dessert (kind and flavor)? Ice cream and pecan pie. I have so many favorites! 

Any additional info you would like to share?  

Bucket List: Lake Tahoe, Grand Canyon, Redwood Forest  





Children’s Update 
* Thank you to all the kids who helped make our Mother’s Day 
celebration memorable!  The kids enjoyed decorating magnets to 
celebrate and thank God for all the amazing women in our             
congregation!   

*Summer is around the         
corner!  I have taken the last 
few months to pray and           
discern where God is leading 
us for the summer.  I wanted 
to be open to where God was 
leading and two themes have 
emerged.  I am excited to 
share that this summer will be 
one focused on presence and 
family.  I look forward to           

connecting with you and your family this summer and hope you’ll 
journey with us as we try some new thing as we seek to grow in 
Jesus.  

Celebration Moment:  I 
was encouraged seeing 
the ways that kids                 
interacted with each           
other on Mother’s Day.  I 
loved seeing our older kids 
jump in to help without 
being asked!  They were 
so kind and gracious as 
they helped the younger 
ones finish their magnets and then share them with the women in 
the congregation.  It’s awesome to see how much they enjoy caring 
for others!     
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Homework Help Update 
*Homework Help wrapped up another great year in May.  Thanks 
to everyone who volunteered to help with the program, provided 
snacks for the students, and prayed for us.  Our volunteers                  
invested over 250 hours in the students this year and our                        
congregation donated over 1,800 snacks and drinks!  We’ve seen 
the students not only grow in their studies but also in their                      
self-confidence this year.  It’s been encouraging to see the                   
relationships the volunteers have formed with the students                
deepen over the course of the year.  Thank you for your continued 
support of this program.   

* We will have some special events recognizing and celebrating the 
student’s hard work throughout the year!  We look forward to 
celebrating with these students who have attended Homework 
Help the most this year! 

Celebration Moment:  I have been impressed with how hard the 
students have been working as we’ve rounded out the school year!  
Many have continued to put in great effort to finish out the year 
well.  Recently a student shared that he had the best grades he’d 
ever had!  He was so appreciative of being able to come to                 
Homework Help.  We praised him for his hard work and efforts 
throughout the year.    

HKC Update 

*HKC wrapped up a great year in May with our end of the year 

celebration.  We had a wonderful evening celebrating their growth 

and discovery throughout the year!  Food, pictures, memories, 

laughter, fun, and stories were shared.   

*Thank you to St. Pete’s for your continued support of this                 

program through the use of the building, the van, providing                 

volunteers, financial gifts, and all the other ways you make a            

difference in the lives of the kids in our community through your 

partnership in this ministry.   

*Summer               

Gatherings!  

Throughout the 

summer, the kids 

from HKC will have 

opportunities to get 

together to                 

connect, continue 

forming                 

relationships, and 

grow in their faith.   

Celebration             

Moment:  We’ve 

been learning from 

our RESPECT            

acronym about 

effort.  The kids 

have been sharing 

how they use effort to grow in their relationship with God.  We call 

it “exercising with Jesus”!  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Youth Update 

*Summer Youth Gatherings:  The youth will continue to meet on 

Wednesdays while some evening we will be partnering with the 

church and community on special events and projects.  All middle 

and high school students are welcome to attend.   

*Join us for Trifecta, a three night youth event for middle                 

schoolers!  Incoming 6th graders through outgoing 8th graders are 

invited to join other students from the community from 6-9 pm 

each evening for games, fun, laughter, and friendship.  Flyers with 

more information are on the table in the William St. foyer or see 

Megan Condry for more details.   

Celebration Moment:  I have been encouraged by the questions and 

conversations the students have been having regarding Easter and 

what Christ has done for us.  We have been working our way 

through the Scriptures as they’ve been seeking to understand more 

of the details of the Easter narrative.   

Please continue to pray for all the children & youth involved in these activities.                                                                          

Pray for the volunteers who interact with them each week.    



Keep in your prayers: 

• The family of Mary Alice Shideler with sympathy after her recent passing. 

• All those facing financial, emotional, spiritual, and health stresses. 

*If you would like to be added to the email prayer chain and receive prayer                                                                             

requests throughout the week, please contact Megan Engle at                                 

stpetersfirst@att.net to let her know.* 

A Letter from Megan Condry  

Practicing Presence 
     “If you didn’t have a cell phone, how did you get on the internet?”  This was the conversation I had recently with a kid who was           
completely unaware of a world before cell phones, wi-fi, internet, social media, and Youtube.  This child continued to ask through baffled 
looks about how we kept up with our friends without text messages and what we did all the time without Youtube.  I was a little shocked 
myself as the conversation unfolded.  I shared about playing with friends, being outdoors, and all the things we did before the arrival of the 
internet.   
     As I was reflecting on this conversation a few days later, I realized that God was using this conversation as another reminder to me of the 
power of presence.  It feels like this theme of being present has shown up all around me recently.  Through Scripture, conversation, books I 
am reading, quiet times listening and waiting on the Spirit’s leading, this language of presence has continued to be evident.  How do I          
practice presence?  What does it look like to be in tune to God’s presence in my life?  How do I allow God’s presence to guide me each day?  
How do I live out presence with those around me?  At times it seems like there are more questions than answers but the first place to begin 
in understanding and living more present is being present with God.     
     I’ve been giving intentional time each morning to be present with God.  Through these times, I am learning how to lay things down, to let 
go, to trust Him, and about opening my eyes to see where He is at work all around me.  I’m finding the more I stop, sit down, rest, and         
engage with my Maker, the more of His presence I experience.  It is through being present with God that I can begin to let His presence lead 
and guide me throughout my day.  His presence is helping me to be more open, aware, and present to this life He has given me.  “That’s the 
beauty of prayer: the simple act of stopping, of offering Jesus our presence.  Prayer is the beginning of presence, the beginning of peace, 
the beginning of contentment” (Here, Now, pg 143).  Sometimes I can get so caught up wondering what to do or where to begin or what to 
say and yet I know that drawing near to God, basking in His presence, and opening myself to Him is the place to begin.   
     In an effort to hear more of God’s voice and follow His leading, I have been praying with open hands and an open heart seeking what it is 
He wants for this next season.  I’ve been quiet and I’ve allowed myself to embrace the silence and listen.  I continued to meet with God 
even when I didn’t feel like I was getting answers or hearing His voice.  As I waited, the theme that continued to emerge was one of               
presence.  I continued to hear the words of being with people and letting them know you are there.  The visuals of being a supporter,     
cheerleader, prayer warrior, friend, and encourager kept coming to mind.  I felt God reminding me of the simple ministry of presence.  This 
theme of presence will guide my work, time, and energies this summer.  It feels different and sometimes hard to explain, but I am trusting 
the Spirit’s leading and want to walk forward open to what He has in store.  As I continue to learn to set aside the things of the day and 
commune with God, He is always there.  He is faithful and ready to meet with me.  The way that God is present with me is Him teaching me 
more of what it looks like to live out presence with others.  In a world always running and moving so quickly, He is reminding me of the art 
of stopping and listening.  He is reminding me that there is beauty in the simple.  He is allowing me to experience the joy of His presence as 
an invitation to go and share that with others.  “Sitting with God in communion, hearing him and being heard, is where we being our              
practice of presence – and then we let that practice spill over into all facets of our lives, creating life-giving habits of being” (Here, Now, pg 
146).   
     How beautiful when we let His presence guide us.  I long for my life to be so full of Him that He spills out of me.  I want to continue to 
allow Him to mold and shape these life-giving habits in me.  Presence matters more than productivity.  This is part of the journey of forming 
these life-giving habits.  I want to be open to being fully present in all the beautiful moments of life.  I want to set down my phone, I want to 
set aside the mental to do list, and I want to look people in the eye.  I want to practice presence in a way where others know they have my 
full attention and where through God working in me, they see more of Him.  God is always ready to meet with me and offer me His full 
presence.  May we become people who do the same with one another.   
     “Presence is more than showing up.  It’s more than making eye contact with your people or setting your phone down or practicing         
zen-like meditation.  It’s investing in your people, your current situation, your actual life, not the people or situation or life you wish you 
had.  Presence insists upon leaning into the daily grind, holding your ground when you’d rather check out.  Practicing presence calls for a 
certain openhandedness with God and where he is taking you.  Practicing presence is looking plain old life square in the face and saying, 
Yes, you’re beautiful and you’re mine.  Let’s do this” (Here, Now, pg. 102-103).   
     Let’s be people who “unwrap the gift of presence” (Here, Now, pg 148).  Let’s make communing with our Creator and basking in His   
presence a priority.  Let’s be open to the ways He is leading us to be fully present in this crazy, beautiful, messy life He has given us.  May 
we be a little more conscious about how we spend our moments and about how we live present with the 
people right in front of us.  May Emmanuel, God with us, be our guide and example toward more presence.   



SPFCC June Calendar 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

2 
 
9:30 am Worship 
and Graduate 
Recognition 

3 
 
5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
6:30 pm HKC 
 

4 
 

SeniorPak 
 
6:30 pm 
Community 
Prayer Service - 
College Park 

5 

 

 
 
6:45 pm Youth 
Group 
 

6 

 
7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery at 
New Hope 
 

 

7 
 
11 am Mary 
Alice Shideler 
viewing and 
memorial 
service at SPFCC 

 

 

 

 
 

8 

9 
8:45 am 
Fellowship Team 
Meeting 
 

9:30 am Worship 
 

New Members 
Reception  
 

11:30 am 
Praying in Grief 
and Anger 
Workshop 

10 
 
 
2-6:30 pm Girl 
Scouts - MR 
 
 

 

11 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Council 

 

 

12 
 

 
6:15 pm 4H - 
MR 

 
6:45 pm Youth 
Group 
 

13 
 
 
 
 

7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery at 
New Hope 
 
 

14 
 

15 
 
 

16 
Happy Father’s 
Day! 
8:30 am 
Children’s Team 
Meeting  
 

9:30 am Worship  

17 
SPFCC Office 
Closed 
 
5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
6:30 pm HKC 

18 
 

SeniorPak 
 
6:30 pm 
Women’s Team 
Meeting 

 

19 
 

 

 
 
6:45 pm Youth 
Group 

 

20 
 
 
 

7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery at 
New Hope 
 

21 22 
 
 

23 
 
 

9:30 am Worship 
 
SPFCC Talent 
Show 

24 
 
5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30 pm 
Property Team 
Meeting  
 

26 
 

 
 
 

6:45 pm Youth 
Group 
 

27 
 
 

 
 
7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery at 
New Hope 

28 
 
 
 
 

29 
 
 

30 
 
9:30 am Worship 
 
10:45 am 
Worship Team 
Meeting   
 

    
 

 

  

 

If you have questions about Sunday duties, please see the bulletin, your Sunday duties emails, or view the Sunday duties 
by clicking on the link for “Volunteer Worship Duties” on the homepage at www.spfcc.org. Thanks! 

1 

McKenzie’s 
Hope          
Rummage Sale 
at SPFCC 
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ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 
206 ETNA AVENUE 
HUNTINGTON, IN 46750 

Worship 9:30 am 
Conversation and Refreshments 

10:45am 

 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community 
Church is to glorify God, build up the body of 

Christ, and reach out to those in our community 
and world to help them become followers of 

Christ. 

ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 

phone: 260.356.7728 

fax: 260.356.7514 

email: megane@spfcc.org 

web: www.spfcc.org 

https://www.facebook.com/

StPetersFirstCommunityChurch 
 

Megan Engle, Ministry Coordinator 

Zen Hess, Pastor 

260.224.5698  

zen@spfcc.org 

Barb Derr, Financial Secretary 

stpetersfirstcom@yahoo.com 
 

Megan Condry, Youth & Children’s Director 

419.733.1272 

meganc@spfcc.org 

 

“Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and 
know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive 

way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”  
Psalm 139:23-24 

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch
https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch

