
 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community Church is to 
glorify God, build up the body of Christ, and reach out to 
those in our community and world to help them become 

followers of Christ. 
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“And let us consider how we may spur 
one another on toward love and good 
deeds, not giving up meeting together, as 
some are in the habit of doing, but 
encouraging one another—and all the 
more as you see the Day approaching.”   
Hebrews 10:24-25 
 

      We spent three winters in the 
Carolinas. On a Sunday in January 2017, 
Jessie and I rode bikes along the Swamp 
Rabbit Trail in Greenville, South 
Carolina. We rode ten miles in t-shirts to 
a small town where we ate lunch on the 
open-air rooftop of a little diner. Then we 
rode ten more miles home. It was seventy 
degrees—in January. Winter is easy in 
South Carolina. 

      Winter in Huntington, Indiana, on the 
other hand, can be hard. The winter 
before we left for the Carolinas was the 
winter of the Polar Vortex. Nearly an 
entire month was swallowed up by 
subzero temperatures, snow, and ice. I 
had a silver 1982 Mercedes Benz that you 
had to plug in when temperatures 
dropped below seventeen degrees. I drove 
it to the bike shop for work one morning 
but couldn’t get home—because it stayed 
well below seventeen the whole day. 

      In one place, winter can be easy and 
enjoyable. In another place, it can be hard 
and unrelenting. The same can be true 
about our journey of faith. In some 
seasons, our journey of faith can feel like 

a bike ride on a surprisingly warm day. 
We coast along, deeply aware of God’s 
presence, and joyful to serve God and 
neighbor in whatever way we can. We 
find it easy to pray, to read, to worship, 
and to share the gospel. At other times, 
our journey of faith can feel like trudging 
through ice covered snow, uphill both 
ways, and without a ray of sunshine in 
sight. Our prayers might lack sincerity or 
be absent altogether. Our Bible might 
collect dust. And if someone were to ask 
us about Jesus, we’d have little good 
news to share. 

      Our journey through the season of 
Advent was an intentional season to 
prepare us for the hard winters in our 
faith journey. We learned to gaze for stars 
even when the sky was covered with 
clouds. Like Mary, we began to recognize 
that God is a God who keeps promises 
even when we feel downtrodden by the 
world. Yet, in the harsh winters, we must 
not expect ourselves or others to dig out 
of the snow on alone. Nurturing one 
another’s faith is, indeed, one of the most 
significant tasks of the church. We must 
be a people who are paying enough 
attention to our brothers and sisters to 
recognize when they aren’t well, when 
their spirits are gelled up like my old 
car’s diesel fuel so they cannot ignite. We 
must consistently speak words of hope—
gently, quietly, lovingly—right into their 
soul. With open arms and open homes, 

we must make places for our brothers and 
sisters to warm up and recover from the 
cold. 

      In October, when the cold had already 
creeped into the city, I baptized a woman 
in the Little River. Someone said to her 
beforehand, “You’re pretty brave going 
into such cold water for this baptism.” 
Her response was an incredible image of 
discipleship. “I used to walk through 
three to four feet of snow to get my drug 
fix. Getting into the cold water is the least 
I can do for Jesus.” She once was willing 
to trudge through the winter snow for 
what harmed her; she is now willing to go 
to far greater lengths to lay hold of the 
hope gifted to us by Christ. She is willing 
to endure the harshest winter if it means 
being with Christ. What’s more, her 
baptism is a sign that she’ll never endure 
another winter alone, for she has a family 
to keep her warm.  

      For those who are cold, who are 
weary of trudging through the snow, you 
have a family who wants to embrace you 
with the warmth of faith, hope, and love. 
For those who have warmth to share, who 
coast along gleefully, you have a family 
who needs your loving, compassionate 
embrace. No one endures this winter 
alone. Amen. 

 

   Every blessing, 

   Pastor Zen 



 

 

Birthdays 

01/01, Jody Kramer 

01/03, Michael Kocher 

01/06, Velma Myers 

01/09, Katie Schilling 

Zetta Schultz 

01/14, David Morrison 

01/17, Lauren Davis 

Nicole Gatchel 

Yvette Jarvis 

01/18, Jeff Hildebrand 

Dawn Williams 

01/22, Zen Hess 

01/23, Tracy Blocker 

01/24, Matt Harter 

01/25, Kristen Spiegel 

01/26, Nancy Riggs 

01/30, Jim Ambler 

01/31, Vern Neel 

 

Anniversaries 

01/14, Joey and Kristen Spiegel 

 

A Note From the Ministry Coordinator: 
 

      Thanks to having children who are three and one, the music we listened to most 
often throughout the 2018 Christmas season came from the Mickey Mouse and 
Friends Christmas favorites CD. Ever since I played this CD for the first time in late 
November, it has been playing non-stop any time we are in the car. This wouldn’t be 
my first choice of Christmas music, but the kids love it, and so, of course, I enjoy it, 
too. But, as we listened to it the first time through, one song on the CD really irritated 
me. It was titled, “Toyland,” and was sung by Goofy in his slow, goofy voice. I         
decided we would skip this song when it came on. The first time I skipped this song, 
three-year-old Eloise let me know she wanted to listen to 
the song I skipped. I tried again, letting her know I really 
don’t think it’s a song they would like. But, she insisted 
that we listen to it. At first, she did this to spite me          
because I said I didn’t like it. But, now, she insists on it 
because she really likes this one the best. “Toyland,” sung 
by Goofy, is the song we have listened to the most often in 
the last four weeks! When we get in the car, twenty-two-
month-old Emmitt often yells, “Goofy! Goofy!” meaning 
change it to the “Toyland” song, and, of course, I oblige.  

      As much as I very much despised this song at first, 
listening to it over and over and over, it grew on me, as do 
most things God puts in our paths, and I actually like it quite a bit now. I am learning 
to appreciate Goofy for his goofiness, and the lyrics have quite a bit of meaning and 
are a bit sad! 
 

“Toyland, toy land, Li-ittle girl and boy land, While you dwell within it, You are ever 
happy there 

Childhood's joy land, Mi-istic merry toy land, Once you pass its borders, You can 
ne'er return again 

When you've grown up my dears, And are as old as I, You'll laugh and ponder on the 
years, That roll so swiftly by my dears, That roll so swi-iftly by-why 

Childhood's joy land, Mi-istic merry toy land, Once you pass its borders, You can 
ne'er return again” (Doris Day). 
 

      As we listen to Goofy sing, God reminds me, once again, to let them be little, to be 
gentle with my expectations, and not to jump to conclusions! God is nudging me to 
deeper levels of sincerity toward and appreciation for things that at first appear                
unlikeable and toward people who are different from me, those who I may not initially 
be able to understand. God is showing me more distinctly how I can offer a little more 
joy and grace. God is teaching me not to be so serious, but to spend a little more time 
in little girl and boy land. Reflecting on the Christmas season and the journey of 2018, 
I vividly remember my son often beckoning me to “Pay, pay!” as he pats the floor  
beside him waiting for me to sit and play with him, and I realize that the sentiment 
God is writing on my heart as we enter a new year is simply to play.  

      As we enter a new year, what is God writing on your heart? How has God revealed 
to you ways that you can lighten up? Where is He leading you to offer more grace in 
the coming year? In what area is He directing you to listen more closely? Maybe there 
is someone goofy in your life who needs more grace than you realize. Maybe there is 
someone you initially wrote off as unloveable who needs you to listen and to            
understand their story. Maybe you need to stop being so hard on yourself and instead 
need to let yourself be goofy once in awhile! However God is calling you to more    
grace-filled living in the coming year, may you listen and be obedient to His call. May 
the love and grace God offers to you help you see that you cannot figure it all out on 
your own and that He doesn’t call you to do so. Enjoy and celebrate the journey,  
trusting that the things He puts in your path, even songs sung by Goofy, are there for a 
reason. He has gone ahead of you and paved the way. May His love give you the   
freedom to lighten up and play! “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on 
your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your 
paths straight,” (Proverbs 3:5-6).     ~ Megan Engle  



 

Children’s Update 

*The kids had a great time at our Happy Birthday, Jesus 
Christmas Party!  The kids enjoyed the morning celebrating 
our Savior 
through a read-
ing of the Christ-
mas story, 
games,  activities, 
and snacks.  The 
kids learned that        
Jesus is a              
forever and         
rescuing King and 
the greatest gift 
ever! 

*In addition to our Christmas party, the kids enjoyed           
making special crafts to include in the shut in gift bags!  
They did a great job sharing Christ’s love this holiday season 
by decorating special bookmarks and cards to give to        
others.   

*Thanks to all our children’s ministry volunteers who invest 
in the kids on Sunday mornings.  We really appreciate you!  
We are looking for additional volunteers to help with our 
children’s ministry in the new year.  We invite you to 
prayerfully consider investing in this way!   

Celebration Moment:  It was encouraging to see the kids 
making connections about Jesus and what His birth means 
for our lives.  One child shared that we can’t imagine our 
lives without Jesus because He is our everything!  Another 
child continued to shout “Rescuing King” throughout our 
party! 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Youth Update 

*Youth group meets on Wednesday evenings from 6:45-
8:15 pm.  All middle and high school students are welcome 
to attend.   

*The youth enjoyed a fun Christmas Party together.  It was 
a great evening of fellowship with games, snacks, and a 
Christmas movie.   

*Festivus, January 11-12: Area youth groups will come     
together for a lock-out all night party.  Travel around          
Huntington & Ft. Wayne for all kinds of games and activities.  
Register online at http://www.yfcnin.org/events or see        
Megan Condry for more details.   

Celebration Moment:  I was so encouraged by the            
conversation and questions we shared as we journeyed 
through the Advent devotional together.  The students were 
digging deeper into the Christmas story and brainstorming 
ways they could focus more on celebrating Christ this    
Christmas.  They were all eager to share songs that              
reminded them of the character of God!   

Homework Help Update 

*Homework Help will resume on Tuesday, January 8th, when 
the students return to school.   The program is for middle & 
high school students and meets Mondays – Thursdays from 
3:00-5:30 pm.   

*On Monday, January 21st, the church will be open to          
students from 8:00-5:30 pm for their E-learning day.     
Homework Help will be offered that day from 3:00-5:30 pm.   

*Thank you to the United 
Way for coordinating a                    
community Giving Tuesday 
drive.  We were blessed to           
receive a box of goodies to 
restock our school supplies 
for the year ahead.   

*We are looking for            
additional adult volunteers to provide assistance, support, 
and encouragement to the students in 2019.  It is a             
rewarding experience for the students and volunteers!  If 
interested in volunteering, please contact Megan Condry for 
more information.   

Celebration Moment:  It is encouraging to see students       
continue to return to Homework Help.  Recently a student 
who had previously come returned and shared about the 
impact the program had on her.  She was here each            
afternoon for the last few weeks working hard to finish out 
the semester and studying hard for her finals.   
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HKC Update 

*HKC (Huntington Kids Club) meets on Monday evenings 
from 6:30-8:30 pm for kids in 2nd-6th grade (or ages 8-12).  
Registration forms are available in the William St. foyer.  

*We had a great time celebrating Christ’s birth at HKC!  The 
kids were so excited to learn more about the greatest gift 
we’ve ever received: Jesus!  They asked great questions as 
we journeyed through the Christmas story.   

Celebration Moment: The kids have had a contagious         
enthusiasm this 
fall and it is 
awesome!  They 
have been          
excited to learn 
more about   
Jesus and eager 
to participate in 
any activity.  
We celebrate 
the work God is 
doing in each of their lives! 

Please continue to pray for all the children & youth involved in these activities.                                                                          
Pray for the volunteers who interact with them each week.    

http://www.yfcnin.org/events


                   

Declaring Truth 

     Normally I’m all about the Christmas season.  The time 
between Thanksgiving and Christmas is one of my favorite times 
of the year.  The day after Thanksgiving normally starts my 
month of intense Christmas music listening.  It’s playing in the 
car, at home, at work, and I normally can be caught singing 
along, sometimes belting it out along with my favorite artists.  
This year has been different though.  I’ve hardly listened to the 
songs of the season.   

     In lieu of Christmas music, I have been listening to Bryan and 
Katie Torwalt’s new album, “Praise Before My Breakthrough” on 
repeat.  It’s only 5 songs and I’ve probably heard them a million 
times now.  All the songs are beautiful and speak so much truth.  
Bryan and Katie wrote honestly and beautifully about this last 
season of their lives and their faith journey.  Early on in my 
repeat listening, a particular song stood out to me and I play it 
over and over and over.  God continues to use music to speak 
truth, love, and hope to my soul.   

     I’ve been thinking about the new year ahead.  I’ve heard the 
usual conversations centered around resolutions, plans for the 
new year, and how people can’t wait for this year to be over.  As 
we say goodbye to this year and look to a new one, we are filled 
with mixed emotions.  In all the conversations about the new 
year, the recurring theme seems to be hope.  We eagerly 
anticipate the new year.  We are expectantly waiting what will 
be and what is to come.  It can be easy to make this about 
ourselves and what we want in the new year.  We can get so 
consumed with our plans that we can find ourselves 
disappointed when those big things don’t happen in the year 
ahead.  What if, instead, we made our hope for the new year 
rather simple?  What if it were to hear, speak, and dwell on 
God’s truth?  What if we let His Words guide us in the new year?  
What if we took the words of Bryan and Katie’s song, “Prophesy 
Your Promise”, and instead of just listening, prayed these words 
and allowed God to use them to speak into our lives? 
 

I found You in the middle of my mess 

You had been there all along 

Open arms and open heart, You called me in 

You didn’t hesitate at all 
 

And the lies I once believed 

They crumble 

With the weight of Your truth 

And the fear that gripped my heart 

Is arrested 

So that I can see You 
 

When I only see in part 

I will prophesy Your promise 

I believe You, God 

'Cause You finish what You start 

I will trust You in the process 

I believe You, God 
 

You set a table in the middle of my war 

You knew the outcome of it all 

When what I faced looked like it would never end 

You said, watch the giants fall 
 

     This song is my anthem for the new year.  These are the truths 
I need to hear.  These are the hopes I want to long for when I 
think of what is ahead.  No matter what is ahead, no matter how 
unclear the road may seem, no matter how heavy or sad, no 
matter what, God is with me in the process. I’m going to 
prophesy His promises.  I want to return often to the stories and 
truths of Scripture where we see God’s promises revealed.  I 
want to have conversations with people where we share and 
speak and celebrate the truths of God.  My hope for the new 
year is to trust God in the process.  Even when I can’t see, even 
when things don’t make sense, even when it feels so hard, I want 
to proclaim that God is here.  God willingly enters our messes.  
He is not afraid of them and He is not ashamed of us.  He loves 
us and He is with us in the process.  “He shows up in the middle 
of the process even when we don’t fully see it.  He guides us 
through the dark seasons, and even when we’re surrounded, 
God is so confident in the outcome and His goodness that He 
sets a table in the middle of it all” (Praise Before My 
Breakthrough Day 4 Devotional, Bible App).  God chooses to set 
up a table in the middle of the war; in the middle of whatever is 
going on in our lives.  I see it like God pitching a tent as a way of 
saying that He’s with us and He’s not going anywhere.  Where 
has God set a table in your life?  In what situation do you need to 
remember that God is setting a table and will be with you 
through it all?  God is here.  God is at work in the places and 
parts of yourself where you feel so far from him.  He is setting a 
table or pitching a tent because you are His child and He loves 
you so much.  God is working for our good in the middle of the 
journey and in the middle of the mess.   

     The lyrics to this song come from Psalm 23.  I’ve read through 
those verses several times as I think about the words to this 
song.  I read these words from Katie in regards to the lyrics 
behind the song.  “I love the moments where it seems like he 
(David) speaks or declares over himself truth even when it 
doesn’t feel like he’s walking in the fullness of it.”  I love that 
idea of declaring truth over ourselves.  As I think about the new 
year, I want to declare and speak truth.  I need to hear God’s 
words of truth and life because the lies are all around and can 
easily run rampant in our minds and hearts.  Even when we don’t 
see or understand, we have to proclaim His promise.  We have 
to believe and remember that the lies can crumble, that the 
walls can fall, and that fear no longer has to hold us.  God is 
drawing us deeper into His truth and into a relationship with 
Him.  When I think about the new year, this brings me hope.  
God’s truth isn’t found in met expectations, approval of man, or 
in perfection, but in the words and truths of Scripture and in the 
places where we’ve seen God at work and seen His promises 
fulfilled.   

    The final words to the song are, “I know whose I am, God, I 
belong to You.”  As we look to the new year, may this be our 
heart and prayer.  Let’s be people who declare truth, who 
prophesy His promises, and put 
our hope fully in Him.   

A Letter from Megan Condry 



SPFCC January Calendar 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 

1 
 

 
SPFCC Office 
Closed - Happy 
New Year! 
 

 

2 
 
 

5:45 pm Youth 
Choir 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
 

 

3 
 
 
 

7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery at 
New Hope 
 

HH 

4 5 

 

6 
 
9:30 am Worship 
 
 
2-4 pm Games 
Galore 
 
 

7 
 
 
5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
 

6:30 pm HKC 
 

 

 

8 
 
 
 

6:30 pm Council 
 
 
 
 

HH 

9 
 

5:45 pm Youth 
Choir 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
 

6:45 pm Youth 
Group 
 
 

HH 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery at 
New Hope 
 

HH   

11 
Festivus 

12 
 
 
 

13 
8:45 am 
Fellowship Team 
Meeting 
 

9:30 am Worship  

14 
 
 
5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
6:30 pm HKC 
 
HH 

15 

 
 
 

SeniorPak 
 
6:30 pm 
Women’s Team 
Meeting  
 

 
HH 

16 
 

5:45 pm Youth 
Choir 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
 

6:45 pm Youth 
Group 
 

HH 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery at 
New Hope 
 

HH   

18 
 

19 
 

20 
8 am Men’s 
Breakfast 
 

8:30 am 
Children’s Team 
Meeting   
 
9:30 am Worship 

21 
 
5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
6:30 pm HKC 
 
HH 

22 
 

 
 
 
 
 
HH 

23 
 

5:45 pm Youth 
Choir 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
 

6:45 pm Youth 
Group 
 

HH 

24 
 

5-8:30 pm FH 
Rental 
 

7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery at 
New Hope 
 

HH 

25 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
 

27 
 
9:30 am Worship 
and Annual 
Meeting 
 
 

28 
5:30 pm 
Worship Team 
Meeting 
 

5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 

6:30 pm HKC 
 

HH 

29 
 
SeniorPak 
 
6:30 pm 
Property Team 
Meeting 
 
HH 

30 
 
5:45 pm Youth 
Choir 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
 

6:45 pm Youth 
Group 
 

HH 

31 
 
7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery at 
New Hope 
 
 

HH 

  

We welcome you sharing your feedback with us, regarding the changes we have made to the Evangel, by contacting         
Megan in the church office. If you have questions about Sunday duties, please see the bulletin, your Sunday duties emails, 

or view the Sunday duties by clicking on the link for “Volunteer Worship Duties” on the homepage at www.spfcc.org. 
Thanks! 

 *HH denotes Homework Help program, which runs from 3 - 5:30 p.m.  



 

SPOTLIGHT on our CHURCH FAMILY 

Questions asked of Cindy Hildebrand: 

Has St. Peter’s First Community Church always been your home church? no 

How long have you been a member?  48 years 

What is it about SPFCC that keeps you engaged? our Christian church family 

Can you describe a time when you’ve experienced God’s love? every day 

How would you express God’s mission for your life? to be the best Christian I can be 

What are some ways you share love with those around you? by treating everyone by God’s 

word (love thy neighbor as thyself) be kind and helpful always  

What is one thing that brings a smile to your face? seeing God’s children smile 

What is your favorite thing to do when you get the chance? be with family and friends 

What is your favorite dessert (kind and flavor)? coffee ice cream 

Any additional info you would like to share?  

My five grandchildren are my inspiration every day to share God’s many blessings with. 

All my family, from Jim to our daughters, son-in-laws, and extended family on both sides 

and our friends complete the blessings I enjoy in my life.  #1 Bucket list - to live my life 

showing love to everyone around me and to start each day with a smile.  

 

Keep in your prayers: 

 

• All those facing financial, emotional, spiritual, and health stresses. 

 

*If you would like to be added to the email prayer chain and receive prayer                                                                             

requests throughout the week, please contact Megan Engle at                                 

stpetersfirst@att.net to let her know.* 

If you’re interested in visiting or sending a note to our shut-in friends, those in                                                    

local or nearby nursing homes are indicated below.  

 

Heritage Pointe - Warren, IN 

Betty Henderson 

Mary Alice Shideler 

 

Heritage of Huntington 

Hilda Mitten 

Zetta Schultz 

 

Tipton House 

Kay Delauter 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

• There are still Terri Lynn Nuts & Candy for sale in the church office! 

 

• Card Shower: Our financial secretary, Becky Lyons, will be retiring at the end of 

January 2019. SPFCC will be having a card shower to honor and celebrate Becky on 

January 27, 2019. Please bring cards of appreciation to share with Becky on this date! 

 

• The annual congregational meeting 

will be held after service on January 27th. 

Written reports are due from the 2018 team leaders and any 

other group leaders by January 7th so that annual reports can 

be compiled, printed and ready to distribute by January 20th.  
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ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 
206 ETNA AVENUE 
HUNTINGTON, IN 46750 

Worship 9:30 am 
Conversation and Refreshments 

10:45am 

 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community 
Church is to glorify God, build up the body of 

Christ, and reach out to those in our community 
and world to help them become followers of 

Christ. 

ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 

phone: 260.356.7728 

fax: 260.356.7514 

email: megane@spfcc.org 

web: www.spfcc.org 

https://www.facebook.com/

StPetersFirstCommunityChurch 
 

Megan Engle, Ministry Coordinator 

Zen Hess, Pastor 

260.224.5698  

zen@spfcc.org 

Becky Lyons, Financial Secretary 

stpetersfirstcom@yahoo.com 
 

Megan Condry, Youth & Children’s Director 

419.733.1272 

meganc@spfcc.org 

“Come now, let us settle the matter,” says the Lord. 
“Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white 
as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be 

like wool.”  Isaiah 1:18 

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch
https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch

