
St. Peter’s First Community Church Council Minutes 

April 13, 2021 

 

Members present: Ann Ambler, Megan Condry, Megan Engle, Adrian Halverstadt, Zen Hess, Doyle Krieg, 

Andy Miller, David Morrison, Adam Myers, Jenna Strick 

 

Andy Miller opened the SPFCC Council meeting with prayer.  

 

SPFCC Council minutes from March 2021 were approved. 

 

David Morrison asked for team leaders to share their team reports. 

 

Doyle Krieg shared that the Sheriff’s Department with the City of Huntington is looking into having a 

fundraiser fish fry at PAL in the middle of July. The Sheriff’s Department is needing to raise donations to 

purchase a new service dog. Doyle wonder if SPFCC is interested in helping the Sheriff’s Department with this 

fundraiser. Council agrees that it would be a good endeavor with which the Men’s Team could help. 

 

Adam Myers asked about the garden Zen has kept the last few years. Pastor Zen said that he plans to clear out 

the beds but does not plan to plant anything in them. Adam Myers shared that Jaq Webb will be mowing 

through July then Ethan Meyer will be mowing and will clear snow in the winter. Discussion was had about 

whether or not an AED (automated external defibrillator) is needed at St. Pete’s. The consensus by Council is 

that St. Pete’s probably does not need an AED because response times are really good. Adam Myers mentioned 

the Indiana Sacred Places work St. Pete’s did a few years ago and shared that this helps to keep in mind when 

planning long term goals. Adam Myers asked if the mailbox on the porch of the church is difficult for deliveries 

and if there are issues with leaving packages on the porch. The SPFCC staff said that there are no issues with 

these deliveries. Adam Myers shared that the Property Team is discussing new carpeting in Fellowship Hall and 

that this is on the list of upcoming projects. Tom Hosler fixed and continues to work on ceiling tiles that need 

replaced in the library. 

 

Jenna Strick shared that the group on silence finished meeting at Easter. Jenna plans to meet with Sharon 

Metzger, the other Teaching Team member, about recruiting additional team members and about potential 

summer/fall offerings by the Teaching Team.  

 

Ann Ambler shared that the Fellowship Team put together and delivered Easter bags for SPFCC’s shut-in 

friends. The Fellowship Team is looking into the possibility of attending a Fort Wayne TinCaps game as an 

SPFCC group.  

 

Andy Miller shared that the Missions Team is reaching out to missionaries. The Missions Team is working on 

an Eastertide project for April 25th to do community clean up. The Miller family will be having 15 or so guys 

from Moody to Cassie’s parents’ house for a missions weekend campout on April 24th. 

 

David Morrison asked about providing a bulletin for Sunday worship services again. It may be a good idea to 

provide announcements in this print form even if not a full bulletin.  

 

Adrian Halverstadt shared that the Finance Team received a request from Megan Engle to pay for some 

training, and he is waiting to hear from the team about how much funding to provide to support Megan in this. 

Some discussion was had about the PPP loan Adrian mentioned previously. It is possible to apply for this loan, 

but Pastor Zen leaving makes it more difficult because it requires an organization to maintain the number of 

employees. The application deadline is the end of May.  

 

David Morrison shared that the Worship Team is planning for the pastoral transition and is figuring out how to 

cover various portions of the worship service. The Worship Team will work with the Teaching Team to secure 



congregants to provide the liturgy portion of services. Megan Engle is to send the last bulletin to the Teaching 

Team for review. The Teaching Team was invited to join the Worship Team at their next meeting on April 25th 

following worship service. There are three portions of service that will need to be covered: liturgy, sermon, and 

songs. Additional tech volunteers are needed. The SPFCC musicians continue to do a great job.  

 

David Morrison shared that the SPFCC Pulpit Committee is receiving resumes, the congregational feedback 

survey is out and due April 18, and Richard Strick is the consultant leading the Pulpit Committee through this 

process.  

 

Adam Myers asked about compensating Phil Engle in some way for the work he does with all of the tech side of 

worship services, etc. Some discussion was had on this topic. Pastor Zen shared that the Worship Team had 

talked about making much of what Phil does some sort of paid position. 

 

Megan Condry shared that kids’ ministry is going well. The Children’s Team continues to support and 

encourage kids and families and to connect on Sunday morning. The Children’s Team offered videos and 

resources during Lent and gave Holy week bags to families, as well as mailed Easter card to kids. In-person 

worship has gone well with the kids and space for kids to worship. The Children’s Team provides service bags 

to kids during worship. Some new families have joined St. Pete’s for worship services. The weekly story time 

gathering continues to go well. The Children’s Team coordinated meals to Ryan and Nicole Gatchel when their 

baby was born. The Children’s Team continues to offer the mobile library for kids. The youth continue to 

connect on Zoom, and connecting has meant a lot to them. Homework Help interview day is April 24th with 

United Way. The Homework Help application through United Way has been submitted. The congregation 

continues to provide generous donations of snacks for Homework Help. Continued prayers for the Homework 

Help students and staff are appreciated. Megan Condry also enjoyed working on the Lenten disciplines with 

congregants recently.  

 

Pastor Zen shared that Holy Week was great, meaningful, and engaging. Easter morning service was joyful and 

life-giving. Celebrate Recovery began again in person on April 18th. Susan Enyeart gave her testimony and did 

well. Pastor Zen gave his last lesson at Place of Grace. St. Pete’s will celebrate upcoming baptisms of Leighla 

Bruner, Jenny Haneline’s sons, and Jake Price. Pastor Zen is working with congregants interested in 

membership with St. Pete’s. A class for membership may be offered in the future by Teaching Team. Pastor 

Zen continues to work to try to tie up loose ends for a new pastor and to prepare St. Pete’s for the transition. 

Zen has been the default hub for pastors in the community, so he is working to hand over that role to Bobby 

Kemp with Huntington First Church of the Nazarene. Bible Study on Tuesdays continues to go well. Evening 

prayer is going well. Zen will be traveling to Waco this Sunday, and Erin Didion will be at St. Pete’s for a 

question and answer session with Megan Condry during service.  

 

Pastor Zen shared that Andy Miller had a young couple ask him to marry them. In order to allow someone to 

preside over a wedding in Indiana, the congregation needs to stand behind him according to Indiana law. A 

motion by Council to approve Andy Miller as someone the Council and St. Pete’s stands behind to preside over 

a wedding ceremony was made. The motion was seconded and all approved.  

 

Items for Discussion: 

 

*Covid: All things continue on a good trajectory on the path to a new normal. St. Pete’s is hoping to be able to 

be closer to a new normal beginning in June. There was some conversation about whether or not St. Pete’s 

wants to stay inside for worship services this summer or go outside for services. The Council shared that an 

outdoor celebration should be held at least! The advice was given to talk to those in the congregation to see 

what their comfort level is and if they’ll be comfortable coming to indoor services without masks if that is what 

local health officials say is okay beginning in June.  

 



*3-5 Year Plan: The 3-5 year plans involves the property itself and the direction of the church. The Center for 

Congregations will provide a matching grant if we are interested in applying for these funds to cover costs of 

planning for 3-5 years. There are three options to move forward with a 3-5 year plan: hire a consultant, do some 

training, or formulate the plan solely in house. The next step will be to get a group or committee together for 

prayer and to discern which course of action to take. If you are interested or know someone who is interested in 

being on this committee, let Megan Engle know. Teams are encouraged to continue to pray and dream about 

what God has in store for their team. By the June meeting, Council hopes to have a committee in place to guide 

the church through next steps.  

 

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s prayer. 


