
 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community Church is to 
glorify God, build up the body of Christ, and reach out to 
those in our community and world to help them become 

followers of Christ. 
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      Everything is a matter of faith. 

Nothing we do is outside our life of 

discipleship. I needed reminded of 

that as I waited for the new boilers 

to finally be up and running, so I 

wrote a prayer. Let us never forget 

that our prayers need not always be 

theologically fancy or somberly 

solemn. Sometimes our prayers are 

about very, very normal things. Take 

this one for example. 

*** 

A Prayer for the New Boilers 

March 17, 2018 

 

      We waited a very long time for 

these boilers. More than seventy 

days (not that I counted). But you, 

God, know that, because you are       

all-knowing, but also because I 

complained to you about it more 

than necessary. Forgive me for my 

impatience. Thank you for an 

opportunity to learn patience. 

      Probably more importantly, 

thank you for giving us an 

opportunity to be grateful for 

warmth. We seldom know what it is 

like to be without warmth on cold 

days. Many of us did not know what 

it was like to see our breath while 

we went to the bathroom. Now we 

do. There are many in our city who 

are never warm during hard Indiana 

winters. Be with our brothers and 

sisters who suffer the cold nights 

outside and the cold days alone. May 

they find rest and warmth in this 

building and may we, your church, 

be ever working to offer them 

respite. 

      We pray for the workers who 

installed these boilers. Only you 

know how many jammed fingers 

they endured; how many headaches 

they endured putting something so 

complex together; how many times 

recognized the frustration in my 

constant refrain of “How long, oh 

boiler mechanic?” They were always 

kind. May they always be. And may 

they have felt a bit of your love 

through the snacks and coffee the 

kind people of your church offered 

them. 

      We pray for these boilers. May 

they run forever. Please? Or at least 

longer than I am pastor of this 

church, because I may not be 

pastoral enough to endure another 70 

days in the wilderness, by which I 

mean working from home. May 

these young boilers heat this old 

building so that all the weary and 

broken can find a warm place to 

pray, celebrate, cry, meditate, or, as 

we sometimes do, go to the 

bathroom. I’ve no doubt that you use 

even boilers to show us your grace. 

These ones are no different. 

      Finally, we give you thanks for 

reminding us we do not need a 

sanctuary to be the church. We need 

only your Holy Spirit and one 

another. Help us to never forget this: 

we are the church, not this building. 

 In Jesus’ name: Amen. 

*** 

May we all learn to pray constantly, 

even about things like boilers. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Zen 



  April 1 April 8 April 15 April 22 April 29 

Snacks 
Easter Sunday - no 

snacks 
Children's Classes Kalhoefers Kyle and Sharon Susan Enyeart 

Reader Jim Ambler Jenna Strick Jay Rinehart Shari Brinneman Sally Morrison 

Acolyte  Bruner Girls 
Bailey               

Baumgardner 
Kylie Gamlin Claudia Wilson Dana Meyer 

Ring Bell  Claudia Wilson Baumgardner kids Meyer kids Scott Baker Rick Chesterman 

Sound System Mike Lyons Phil Engle Drew Morrison Brian Royer David Morrison 

Video Tech Sandy Hacker Ryan Lemon Barb Baker Phil Engle Mike Lyons 

Songleaders  
Ann Ambler, Lisa 

Harter, Jim 
Hildebrand 

David Morrison, 
Bonnie Hosler, 
Becky Lyons 

Barb Derr, Adrian 
Halverstadt, David 

Morrison 

Ann Ambler, Lisa 
Harter, Jim 
Hildebrand 

Something            
Biblical 

Open/Close Duty  Tom Jennings Tom Hosler Mike Lyons Brian Royer David Morrison 

Announcements  David Morrison Adrian Halverstadt Brian Royer Ann Ambler Jim Ambler 

Nursery Helper Dana Meyer Cassie Miller 
Kasey Davis & 
Sandy Stephan 

Sandy               
Shoemaker 

Drew Morrison 

Little Discoverers 
Teacher/Helper 

Megan Condry Barb Derr Lauren Baker Dawn Williams 
5th Sunday - 

Classes        
Combined 

Young Explorers 
Teacher/Helper 

Kids Upstairs - 
Easter Sunday 

Megan Condry 
Megan and Phil 

Engle 
Megan and Phil 

Engle 

5th Sunday - 
Classes          

Combined 

Kids Ignite Teacher/
Helper 

Kids Upstairs - 
Easter Sunday 

Samantha          
Sutorius 

Megan Condry Megan Condry 
5th Sunday - 

Classes            
Combined  

Greeter-Wm St  Mike Ward Claudia Wilson 
Ben & Kasey 

Davis 
Mike Ward Shari Brinneman 

Ushers & Greeters - 
West 

Robin and Scott 
Baker 

Robin & Scott 
Baker 

Sandy & Mike 
Hacker 

Theda & Vern 
Neel 

Meyer Family 

Usher & Greeters  - Doyle Krieg Doyle Krieg Doyle Krieg Doyle Krieg Laura Snider 

Usher - Center  
Adrian Halverstadt & 

Gary Yeiter 
Tracy Blocker & 
Terry Rodgers 

Rick Chesterman 
& Rick Baker 

Adam Myers & 
Phil Engle 

Rick Chesterman 
& Rick Baker 

If you are unable to volunteer as scheduled, please find a replacement and notify                                                                                    

Megan in the church office of the change as soon as possible. 



 

 
 

Birthdays 

04/01, Jay Rinehart 

04/02, Sally Morrison 

04/03, Jennifer Haneline 

Satin Lemon 

04/04, Shirla Eisberg 

Kylie Gamlin 

04/08, Barry Jarvis 

04/12, Robin Baker 

04/16, Geoffrey Guy 

04/17, Arthur Kalhoefer 

Ryan Lemon 

04/20, Leah Campbell 

04/21, Megan Anderson 

Jeff Baumgardner 

Kenzie Gamlin 

Brian Kelsey 

Mary Alice Shideler 

04/22, Jim Hildebrand 

Cindy Yeiter 

04/26, Libby Davison 

04/27, Maddox Baker 

Bernie Bingham 

04/28, Sherry Baker 

 

Anniversaries 

04/03, Joshua & Claire Moudy 

04/06, JR & Maureen Flynn 

04/08, Don & Anne Malone 

04/15, Terry & Dorothy       

Rodgers 

04/16, Ben & Kasey Davis 

04/20, Efford & Sara Hamilton 

04/22, Bill & Arlene Switzer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEAM UPDATES 
 

Finance Team: 
 

February 2018 

  Income:  Unified Budget Giving   $  11,835 

    Trust Income       $    1,337  

    Miscellaneous Income   $       465 

  Expenses:       $  15,556 
   

  YTD Tuck Pointing funds:     $  24,596 
 

Tuck Pointing Update: The total project costs approximately $120,000. SPFCC 

will receive the $50,000 matching grant toward this project. SPFCC would like 

to raise $35,000 in new funds toward this project. SPFCC is currently               

accepting donations to the tuck pointing fund. 

 

Youth and Children’s Ministry: 
 

Please see the children and youth page for additional updates. 

 

Fellowship Team:  
 

SPFCC Fellowship Team is delighted to have Jill Gamlin and her             

granddaughter, Kenzie, join our team. We hope to gather input from the 

“younger” members of our church family, so we can plan appropriate future 

activities. 
 

April 17th is our bi-annual “Lunch Bunch” gathering, so make sure you mark 

your calendar and make plans to join our “FUN” group for a deliciously         

prepared meal. 
 

Thank you to all who helped fill our Easter bags for our shut-in friends and    

facilitated in delivering them. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Baskets for Mary’s Tea and Basket Party, scheduled to be held on April 28th at SPFCC, need to be turned 

in by April 15th. A wrapping party will also take place that afternoon.  

 

 You are invited to an open house for Promise Education Cooperative! The open house will be held on 

Thursday, April 5th, from 6-8 pm at their location, 37 E. Washington Street (beside Brock’s Cakery). Now is 

your chance to check out the newly renovated PEC facility. PEC is excited about their model of Christian 

secondary education in Huntington. 

 

 Calling all golfers! SPFCC plans to hold a nine-hole golf outing on July 15, 2018, in the early afternoon, at 

Dogwood Glen Golf Course in Warren. Please sign up as soon as possible on the sheet in the William Street 

foyer if you are interested in playing in the outing, so that we can gauge 

interest and solidify this date with Dogwood Glen. You can sign up as a 

team of four or sign up as an individual, and we will then place you on a 

team. Cost with a cart is $14/person and can be paid on the day of the 

outing. If we have a large group, we will be able to have the course closed to 

other play, so that we have the course entirely to ourselves! We hope you 

will join us for a fun day of SPFCC fellowship!  

 

 Celebrate Recovery: Pastor Zen is eager to announce that SPFCC will be the location for Huntington’s 

second Celebrate Recovery meeting. Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-centered addiction recovery program, 

similar to Alcoholics Anonymous and Narcotics Anonymous. Each Thursday, at 7 pm, starting late in August, 

SPFCC will host the group, which is led by several area ministry leaders and ambitious volunteers. If you’d 

like to get involved, please contact Pastor Zen. Volunteer possibilities range from providing childcare or food 

to leading discussion groups and worship music. Anyone can find something to do to support this important 

program. 

 

 Huntington Area Recreational Trails Association (HARTA) is hosting an annual dinner on April 19, 

2018 at 6:00 pm at the Historic Forks of the Wabash. You are invited to attend to learn more about what 

HARTA has planned and is doing in our community regarding multi-use trails and helping individuals and 

families stay more active and healthy. The keynote speaker for the evening is Ken Griffin, Executive Director 

of the Greenways Foundation of Indiana. Tickets are $20 each or $150 for a table. Tickets can be purchase by 

mailing in payment with registration form, which can be picked up in the church office, or online at http://

www.harta-gotrails.org/. Registration deadline is April 6, 2018. 

 

 Pancake and Sausage Breakfast: Make plans to join the Men’s Team for a pancake 

and sausage breakfast on April 14th from 7-10 am! 

 

  

 

http://www.harta-gotrails.org/
http://www.harta-gotrails.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPOTLIGHT on our CHURCH FAMILY 

Questions asked of Shari Brinneman: 

Has St. Peter’s First Community Church always been your home church? no  

How long have you been a member?  not sure  

What is it about SPFCC that keeps you engaged? great preachers, friendships 

Can you describe a time when you’ve experienced God’s love? for sure when my             

grandkids were born and every day  

How would you express God’s mission for your life? complicated 

What are some ways you share love with those around you? friendships, helping, loving  

What is one thing that brings a smile to your face? good jokes, grandkids, good friends, 

family 

What is your favorite thing to do when you get the chance? take drives with my 

husband  

What is your favorite dessert (kind and flavor)? sugar cream pie, chocolate with 

peanut butter 

Any additional info you would like to share?  

was a manicurist for thirteen years 

currently on disability due to M.S.  

two kids, six grandkids 

been to Canada, would love to go back 

been on a cruise, would do it again in a heartbeat 

PRAYER REQUESTS: 

 

Please continue to pray for: 

 Betty Schoeff as she undergoes rehabilitation after a recent fall. 

 Anne Malone as she was recently admitted to the hospital with pneumonia.  

 All those facing financial, emotional, spiritual, and health stresses. 
 

 

*If you would like to be added to the email prayer chain and receive prayer requests throughout the week, please 

contact Megan Engle at stpetersfirst@att.net to let her know.* 



 

Children’s Update 
 

*The kids had a great time at our Kids’ Summer Fun: School 

Edition evening last month!  They enjoyed a little of all their 

favorites from the summer in an evening full of fun, laughter, 

and learning.  The highlights included watching a great Bible-

themed movie, playing games, learning new words and a new 

song, making their own Joseph treat, collecting stickers, and 

discovering more about God!   

*On Easter Sunday, April 1st, children six years of age and 

older will be worshipping upstairs as we celebrate our Savior’s 

resurrection.  Children’s classes will be available for children 

five years of age and younger during the service.   

*The kids enjoyed helping make special treats to include in the 

shut-in Easter gift bags!  They did a great job making the crafts 

and writing sweet Easter messages of encouragement on the 

back.     

Celebration Moment:  The kids did such an awesome job             

working together at our Kids’ Summer Fun: School Edition 
evening.  I’m encouraged to see them living out the things they 

are learning as they help 

one another, work together 
in groups, encourage each 

other, and exhibit respect.  
These evenings are always 

a lot of fun for the kids, 

and it’s great to see their          
enthusiasm to grow in 

their faith!  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Homework Help Update 
 

*The program is for middle & high school students and meets 

Mondays – Thursdays from 3:00-5:30 pm.   

*Thank you to all who brought in brownies and sheet cake for 

the United Way Thank You Luncheon.  Your delicious desserts 

were a hit!  Thanks for your continued support of the       

Homework Help program.  

*Investing in the Next Generation: Thanks, SPFCC, for coming 

together and meeting our need for additional Homework Help 

volunteers on Tuesday afternoons recently.  If you’d be               

interested in helping on an upcoming Tuesday this April, please 

see the sheet in the William St. foyer or contact Megan Condry.  

Your investment allows more students to attend the program 

and receive support, care, and encouragement form caring 

adults.   

Celebration Moment:  I continue to be encouraged by the           
impact the program has on students and families in our                       

community.  We’ve had a few new students join us, and they 

have greatly benefited from the program.  Their parents have 
shared with us how grateful they are for the program.  It’s           

encouraging to see volunteers in our community assisting the 
students with their homework, but also sharing Christ’s love 

with them as they encourage and support them.   

Youth Update 
 

*Youth group meets on Wednesday evenings from               

6:45-8:15 pm.  All middle and high school students are         

welcome to attend.   

*Festivus, the Huntington-wide youth lock-out event, took 

place last month.  Over 200 students from the community            

enjoyed a fun-filled evening of lazer tag, bowling, skating, 

jumping, and connecting with friends, new and old.  We          

appreciate all your prayers as we had a great turnout and God 

provided for all our transportation needs!   

Celebration Moment:  Some of our students recently attended 

Festivus and had a blast!  They had been looking forward to 

this event since it was originally scheduled for January.  The 

youth had a fun evening trying out new things, showing off their 

skills, and building new relationships, as well.  This fun-filled 

evening is definitely a hit!   

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HKC Update 
 

*HKC (Huntington Kids Club) meets on Monday evenings 

from 6:30-8:30 pm for kids in 2nd-6th grade (or ages 8-12).   

*The kids have been enjoying time in their small groups         

recently talking, sharing, and reading God’s Word.  They’ve 

been learning that God has made them each unique and special.  

A few weeks ago, they enjoyed listening to one of their favorite 

songs, singing along, and then reading Scripture that connected 

to the song.  They had fun writing letters to God using candy 

hearts, too.   

Celebration Moment:  The kids have so much enthusiasm,         

energy, and excitement about HKC!  They look forward to         

being there each Monday evening to learn more about God, 

connect with the adult volunteers, and enjoy a fun-filled           

evening.  We’ve been reviewing our recent stories from the Old 

Testament, and they have been doing an awesome job          

remembering details and truths from the stories.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please continue to pray for all the children & youth involved in these activities.                                                                          

Pray for the volunteers who interact with them each week.    



                   

The Business of the Unexpected 

          Growing up in the Midwest, I lived in the land of 

basketball.  I wasn’t born a Hoosier, but growing up in the state 

next door, we loved our basketball, too, and Bobby Knight and 

the Hoosiers were household names.  As a young kid, I remember 

my excitement about Friday night basketball games.  I remember 

the chilly walk into the fieldhouse and then the atmosphere that 

hit you as soon as you walked in the doors.  I proudly wore my 

gear, cheered loudly for the Bulldogs, and learned early to love 

the game.  I felt pretty special in my elementary days when I got 

my very own basketball hoop in my front yard and instantly 

increased my ranks as the cool hangout spot on the block.  For the 

number of hours I spent outside shooting hoops, you’d think I’d 

have acquired more skills, but, nonetheless, I loved that 

basketball hoop.  I loved shooting around with my dad, playing a 

good game of horse with the family, attempting to master free 

throws with the neighbor kids, and finding my sweet spot!  I can’t 

remember if I walked around thinking I was Michael Jordan, but 

I’m pretty sure if you walked past my house, you could hear me 

commentating a game or two. 

   Each March, I think back to those good old basketball days as I 

join all of America in celebrating the love of the game with a 

little thing called March Madness.  I watch basketball here and 

there all season, enjoying a good Saturday or Sunday afternoon of 

college basketball, but once the middle of March hits, I’m 

hooked!  I don’t fill out a bracket anymore (that’s an article for 

another day), but I absolutely love it!  I don’t just watch the 

games. I read articles, I know stats, and I’m all in!  I remember 

many times standing near the window in some crazy way to try 

and get my bunny ears to let me see the last two minutes of the 

game.  I’ve been known to ask around if others are watching the 

games to see if I might join in, and, most recently, have enjoyed 

two TV’s going at once to watch as many games as possible. 

     So what is it that draws us?  What makes a Midwest girl 

obsess over stats and figures for a few weeks out of the year?  

What is it that makes me stay up late and sit on the edge of my 

couch anxious to see what will happen between two teams that a 

month ago I was unfamiliar with and to which I still have no 

strong connection? 

    The thing that draws us into March Madness and all it’s crazy 

beauty is that somewhere in all of the madness we find ourselves, 

often in more ways than one.  In just a few weeks, we live out a 

variety of thoughts, feelings, and emotions and resonate with so 

much of what we see.  I think that’s some of what pulls us in 

game after game, long after our team has fallen.  We understand 

the agony, sitting on the sidelines, watching the last seconds fade 

away, knowing this will not be our time.  We mourn that a season 

has ended and wonder where to go next.  We also feel deeply the 

great joy of the unexpected win!  We know what it’s like to beat 

the odds, to jump around in victory, and to celebrate a job well 

done. 

    In March, we can always count on the unexpected.  It’s 

guaranteed that something unpredicted and often unprecedented 

is going to happen.  It’s not will there be an upset, but it’s how 

many upsets and when?  We tune in thinking that this could be 

the day, the game, or the moment where the odds are beaten and 

the underdog comes out on top.  I think we watch because this 

crazy story that’s being written is the story of our lives.  We don’t 

know what’s going to happen or where God is going to lead us.  

Quite often, we find ourselves in unexpected places, feeling like 

it’s our first big game, wondering if all our practice and hard 

work will be worth it.  We find ourselves cheering for teams 

we’ve never heard of because their victories remind us that 

nothing is impossible.  We have hope!  When the scoreboard 

looks dire, and all seems lost, it isn’t over until that final buzzer 

sounds.  In March, I live for the surprises, the unexpected, and the 

crazy stories of comebacks and defeats. 

    This March mentality is much the opposite of what I enjoy in 

my day to day life.  I like to be in control and to know what’s 

happening, and I am not one for surprises, but I’m finding that my 

“basketball heart” may just be something I can and should apply 

to my life all through the year.  God is in the business of 

unexpected and unprecedented.  Look at the Bible, look at the 

stories of God at work causing 90 year olds to give birth, the lame 

to walk, family histories to be rewritten, years of heartache to 

lead to new life, prison cells to be filled with joy, and when all 

hope seemed lost, for resurrection to break forth from a tomb!  

God is always with us!  He redeems your life from the pit (Psalm 

103:4)!  He says, “Whatever you are walking through now, I’ve 

got this.  I’m holding you, my beloved child.  Stop staring at the 

scoreboard thinking you are losing, feeling overwhelmed by 

defeat.  Instead, keep your eyes on me. Trust that I’ve got you and 

that I’m in control.”  This truth is a lot more important than the 

current score because this is not the end.  Sometimes, even when 

a team loses, they still win.  When we fall, we get back up, even 

stronger and more resilient, fully relying on God’s strength to 

guide us into the unknown.  I hear story after story of basketball 

programs that have been on the losing side of the coin for so long 

but through hard work, faith, determination, and hope, they 

achieve a victory.  It’s not that they are national champions 

because sometimes it’s the first step that matters the most.  

Making it into the tournament or winning in the first round can 

mean so much to a team, a school, a community, and a nation.  

Sometimes we need to tune in and hear the whole story.  We need 

to look through the eyes of Christ rather than the eyes of the 

world.  His spin on victory is far different from the worlds.  It is 

one that gives hope to the hopeless, raises the dead to life, and 

guides our lives, day by day, taking the broken pieces of our lives 

and making them beautiful.  All the banners proclaiming wins 

don’t stand a chance compared to these truths. 

    In the March season where the focus can be on winning, let’s 

do well to hold on to the unexpected moments, not only in the 

games but in our lives.  Let’s embrace the tiny moments each day 

where we see God at work.  Let’s cling to hope and remember 

that our God is in the business of the unexpected.  Nothing is too 

far gone for God to do His redeeming work.  It’s not always about 

winning because sometimes it’s in the dying of things that we see 

more clearly and it’s through death that new life can begin.  Let’s 

readjust our lenses and our celebrations as we remember that just 

making it into the field of 64 is a victory and that God is always 

for taking broken things and making them beautiful.  “There’s 

more than a thousand ways for Christ to have hands in a busted 

world so the brokenhearted can find a deeper kind of 

whole,” (The Broken Way, 51). 

 

 

 

A Letter from Megan Condry 



SPFCC April Calendar 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 
 
 

9:30 am 
Worship - 
Easter Sunday 

2 
2 

6 pm 
Something  
Biblical 
 

6-8 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 

6:30 pm HKC 
 
HH 

3 

6:30 pm 
Community 
Prayer Service - 
Central 
Christian 
 
7 pm Circle 
 
HH 

4 
 

 

6:30 pm Choir 

 

6:45 pm 

Youth Group 

 

 

HH 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HH 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
 
9 am SPFCC 
Cemetery work 
day 
 
 
 

 

8 
 
8:45 am 
Fellowship 
Team Meeting 
 
 

 

9:30 am 
Worship 

9 
 

 
 

6 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
6:30 pm HKC 
 
 
 
HH 

10 
 
 
 

SeniorPak 
 

6 pm YSB 
Parenting Class 
 

6:30 pm 
Council 
 
HH 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
 

6:45 pm 

Youth Group 
 
HH 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HH 

13 
 

14 
 
7-10 am 
Pancake and 
Sausage 
Breakfast 

15 
8 am Men’s 
Breakfast  
 

8:30 am 
Children’s 
Team Meeting 
 

9:30 am 
Worship 
 

SPFCC Vision 
Meeting 
 

Mary’s Tea 
Wrapping Party 

16 

 
 
 
 

6 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 

6 pm 
Something 
Biblical  
 

6:30 pm HKC 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HH 

17 
 

 
Lunch Bunch 
 
 
6:30 pm 
Women’s Team 
Meeting  
 
 
 
HH 

18 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Choir 
 
6:45 pm 
Youth Group 
 
 
 
HH 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HH 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
 
 

22 
 

 
9:30 am 
Worship  
 

23 
 

5:30 pm 
Worship Team 
Meeting 
 

6 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 

6:30 pm HKC 
  
HH 

24 
 
SeniorPak 
 
6:30 pm 
Property Team 
Meeting 
 
HH 

25 
 
 
6:30 pm Choir 
 
6:45 pm 
Youth Group 
 
HH 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HH 

27 
 

28 
 
Mary’s Garden 
Tea and Basket 
Party 

29 
 
9:30 am 
Worship 

30   

6-8 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
6:30 pm HKC 
 
HH 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

 *HH denotes Homework Help program, which runs from 3 - 5:30 p.m.  



 

 

A Note From the Ministry Coordinator: 
 

“Better is the end of a thing than its beginning.” 

Ecclesiastes 7:8 

      “Don't talk the talk if you can't walk the walk,” is a 

phrase I remember hearing, and saying, when I was in 

middle school, but its meaning still resonates with 

me. I’ve been reminded lately that our actions are 

incredibly valuable. I’m realizing how little words mean 

if we don’t follow through on them. I’m recognizing 

how little trust I put in the words of some people 

because I’ve learned that their words are just words and 

that there are no actions to bring life to their words. 

Follow through is hugely important in many areas. In 

golf, follow through can mean the difference between 

sinking a putt or ending up ten feet from the hole. 

During a job search, follow through can mean the 

difference between getting the job of your dreams or 

allowing it to slip through your fingers and continuing 

the harrowing search. In life, follow through can mean 

the difference between earning the respect, trust, and 

confidence of others or others not trusting you at all. It’s 

hard to sit and listen to someone who is known for not 

following through on what they say because their words 

really mean nothing. You can hope the words mean 

something different this time, but you’re preoccupied by 

the fact that most likely none of the things they’re 

saying will ever actually happen, so what’s the point in 

even listening?  

      “Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; he 

is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a 

thousand generations of those who love him and keep 

his commandments,” (Deuteronomy 7:9). God is 

faithful. We can trust Him to follow through on His 

promises. God calls us to be people who follow through, 

who run the race well and finish strong. How do we do 

this? And, how do we encourage others to do the same?  

      God is teaching me that the first step in following 

through is to choose my words carefully. “It is better not 

to make a promise than to make one and not keep it,” 

Ecclesiastes 5:5. There is nobody better to call you out 

on this than a two year old. If I promise Eloise a trip to 

the park on the next sunny day, she will make sure that I 

remember and follow through on this promise the next 

time there is a hint of sunshine outside. She knows how 

to hold me accountable! We shouldn’t speak words if 

we aren’t serious about their meaning. I’m reminded 

that we don’t always need to be talking. Be “quick to 

listen, slow to speak,” (James 1:19). Get comfortable 

with silence. “Think before you speak” is really wise 

advice. And, although it may be difficult, as Christians, 

we need to be able to hold one another accountable and 

let others know, in more gentle ways than a two year old 

typically does, when they aren’t following through on 

their commitments.    

      And, secondly, as I 

ask God how to more 

faithfully follow 

through on my 

commitments, He 

reminds me to slow 

down. Stop moving so 

quickly that you don’t 

have time to think about 

what you are saying. 

Stop moving so quickly that you overcommit yourself or 

your family. Stop moving so quickly and instead be still 

and rest. We must be willing to cut things from our 

lives, even good things, which cause us to fail at 

following through on our commitments. Slow down and 

actually enjoy the present moment. Slow down and 

really invest in and care for those around you. Slow 

down so that you are open to God’s movement in your 

life. God is helping me realize more and more that being 

present in the moment brings peace. And, often, it’s 

peace that we’ve been seeking all along.  

      The beginning of a thing is beautiful as something 

new and untainted, but the end product is far more 

meaningful and valuable due to the perseverance, the 

commitment, the follow through, and the process it takes 

to get there. “Let perseverance finish its work so that 

you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 

If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who 

gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will 

be given to you,” (James 1:4-5). I encourage you, rather 

than stopping short of maturity and completion in your 

life, to let God help you follow through. I pray each of 

us will take time to evaluate ourselves in regard to our 

follow through: Can I be trusted? Am I known for my 

integrity? Do I use my words wisely? Am I faithful to 

my commitments? And, as you ask these questions, may 

you use the wisdom God reveals to help you persevere, 

knowing that God is faithful and that, if we let Him, He 

will fully equip us to run the race well to the very end! 

                 ~Megan Engle 
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ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 
206 ETNA AVENUE 
HUNTINGTON, IN 46750 

Worship 9:30 am 
Conversation and Refreshments 

10:45am 

 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community 
Church is to glorify God, build up the body of 

Christ, and reach out to those in our community 
and world to help them become followers of 

Christ. 

ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 

phone: 260.356.7728 

fax: 260.356.7514 

email: stpetersfirst@att.net 

web: www.spfcc.org 

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch 
 

Megan Engle, Ministry Coordinator 

Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 8 am-4 pm 

Zen Hess, Pastor 

260.224.5698  

zenxhess@gmail.com  

Becky Lyons, Financial Secretary 

stpetersfirstcom@yahoo.com 
 

Megan Condry, Youth & Children’s Director 

419.733.1272 

megancondry@gmail.com 

 

“You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was      

crucified.
 
He has been raised. He isn’t here.”            

Mark 16:6 

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch
mailto:zenxhess@gmail.com

