
DATE:  July 19, 2015 
SPEAKER:  Pastor Richard Strick 
SERMON:  Unconditional Call and Unconditional Response 
 
SCRIPTURE: Luke 9:57-62  
 
 As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I 
will follow you wherever you go.” 
 Jesus replied, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.” 
 He said to another man, “Follow me.” 
 But the man replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my 
father.” 
 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but 
you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 
 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me 
go back and say good-by to my family.” 
 Jesus replied, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and 
looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.” 
 
SERMON: 
 Well, that’s that!  That fell flat!  Okay! (Laughter)  One of 
the greatest entrepreneurs in American History is Henry Ford.  
Henry Ford was not an inventor, per se, of product; he came 
along with somebody else’s product and he invented a way to 
better produce it, cheaper and faster.  And one of his famous 
sayings when he was starting out with his company, was that, 
“People can have their car in any color they want as long as it’s 
black!”  All right, we’re warming up a little bit. (Laughter) 
 
So you know the joke is, of course, you know you have a choice 
as long as you choose what I want you to choose, right?  
Contrast that with another business model that began with a 
campaign, really 30-40 years ago, as they were seeking as an 



upstart to come onto the market place of fast food and begin to 
take away some of the market share from the Crock Brothers 
with McDonalds, and so, what we have this morning is we went 
into the Archives and pulled out some jingles from Burger King 
for your viewing pleasure this morning.  So if we could have 
the video up and ready, and try not to get too hungry as you 
watch this! (Laughter) 
 
(Video of Burger King singing “Have it Your Way) 
 
Have it your way!  Have it your way! 
Have it your way at Burger King. 
 
Employee:  “May I help you sir?” 
Customer:   “Two Whoppers, two Whopper Jr.’s and four Coca-
Cola, and would I have to wait long if you made one Whopper 
with no pickle and no lettuce?” 
Employee:  “No Sir!  (She sings) “Hold the pickle, hold the 
lettuce, special orders don’t upset us, all we ask is that you let 
us service your way!” 
Customer:  “Oh, in that case, could I have the other Whopper 
with extra ketchup?” 
Employee:  “Sure!” (Sings)  We can serve your grilled beef 
Whopper, fresh with everything on topper, any way you think 
is proper, have it your way!” 
Customer:  “Now that’s the way to do things, our way!” 
 
(Sings)  Have it your way!  Have it your way at Burger King! 
 
Next video: 
 
(Singing – Jazz style)  Hold the pickles, hold the lettuce, special 
orders don’t upset us, all we ask is that you let us service your 
way.  



 
Pastor Richard says:  All right, so!  Now that we’ve got our 
marketing pitch for the morning, we’ll get our check in the mail 
from Burger King!  But Burger King tapped into an American 
ethos and principal.  We are a nation that was declared, we 
want to have freedoms and we don’t want anyone to take those 
freedoms from us.  So whether it’s the freedom to vote in our 
elected officials or it’s the freedom to “have it your way” in 5 
minutes or less; it’s an American ethos that the best way to do 
it is “our way!” you see in the commercial, right? 
 
There’s a challenge that comes with this for us, because when 
we start talking about the kingdom of God, well kingdoms have 
what?  Kings! And when you tell the king, “No!  I’m going to do 
it my way!”  How does the king respond?  Try again! 
 
So when we look at the kingdom of God and we go through 
Luke’s gospel, we are immediately encountering something 
that is very counter-cultural, very hard, very much against 
some of our core values and principals as Americans and it’s a 
challenge to us; it’s a challenge for us to hear these things 
because the American way is all about individual autonomy; 
it’s “what I want, when I want it and it’s all about my rights!”  
You hear a lot of conversation about rights, “my right to this 
and my right to that!”  There’s a lot of energy spent guarding 
my rights, which kind of defeats the notion of what a right is as 
well. 
 
But with rights also come responsibilities, and for us as 
Christians, whose allegiance is primarily to the kingdom of 
God; it first and foremost before we even start talking about a 
nation state.  There’s a challenge for us to look for a better 
freedom; a freedom that comes through obedience to the 
gospel; it’s a freedom that comes from serving Christ as we 



serve the world around us and it’s a liberating freedom; it sets 
us free not only from our own desires, but it sets us free to be 
responsible for others, it sets us free to live in community with 
others, it sets us free to love one another, and it liberates us 
from the sin that gets in the way of that.  It liberates us from 
the sin in our hearts, the fears, the wounds and the damage 
that’s been done to us.   
 
When we look at Luke’s gospel, especially Luke chapter 9, Luke 
is asking the question, “Who is Jesus?”  And answering it with 
“Jesus is the Christ”, here is what it means for Him to be the 
Christ.  Now Christ means the Messiah, the Anointed One, the 
Holy One of God.  When Jesus unpacks in chapter 9 what it 
means to be the Messiah, what it means to be God’s king, He 
lays it out as, “To be a king in this kingdom means to suffer, be 
rejected, be crucified and raised and then that’s where the 
authority comes from,” that through that path to suffering, that 
servant-hood that marks out Christ’s life. 
 
I was up at the United Brethren conference this past week 
because of my history with that denomination, and the new 
interim bishop on Saturday, after I had already come back, one 
of my friends sent me a text of one of the lines from his talk, 
and it was this: “The Lord doesn’t need an angry church.”  It’s 
not what Christ called us to.  Christ called us to something else, 
something that is much harder than being angry at those who 
we think have wronged us. 
 
So with that, I want you to turn with me to Luke chapter 9, if 
you’re not there already.  If you don’t have a Bible, feel free to 
grab one of those red pew Bibles in front of you.  We’re going 
to start in verse 57, so you can find that on page 1085. 
 



You see what happens with Jesus, Jesus makes an 
unconditional call on our lives, and it insists on an 
unconditional response. It’s a high bar, it’s a costly bar, but just 
like with anything else in life, what we find is the things that 
cost us the most are the things that we find we hold the dearest 
and are the greatest treasure. 
 
Verse 57 tells us, “As they were walking along the road”, I want 
to pause right there.  You’ll notice that there’s a movement.  
Every time in Luke’s gospel when he begins to talk or expound 
upon discipleship it’s while they’re on the way.  It’s no 
coincidence that later on in the Book of Acts as it records the 
early experiences of the church, they become known as 
“followers of the Way.”  This is critical because what it lays out 
for us is that discipleship means “being on the way with Jesus”, 
it means “following.”  There’s a movement to it; it’s not 
something static where we make a decision and then we stay in 
this place rooted for the rest of our lives.  What we’re making a 
decision to do is to stop being rooted in the way we’ve always 
been in the world and instead to be rooted in a kingdom that’s 
on the move, following it’s king and carrying out his leading 
and his desire and his commands for us.   So that’s first and 
foremost.  “While they were on the way” it becomes a 
metaphor for the Christian life and for discipleship. 
 
And a man said to Him, “I will follow wherever you go;” A 
pretty bold statement, a pretty powerful statement.  I will 
follow you wherever you go!  Who knows what this man was 
thinking at this point, but we do know this; He’s isn’t 
impressed by that statement.   
 
Jesus comes back with a further clarification about counting 
the cost because as He says here, “Foxes have holes and birds 
of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his 



head.”  I will follow you wherever you go?  I am going nowhere.  
I’m going to Jerusalem, I’m going to a cross.”  This is not the 
path of upward mobility; this is not the path of material 
comfort, this is path that is greater than those things; this is a 
path of service.  This is a path of suffering.  This is a path of 
love.  It’s a homeless, vagabond sort-of way that Jesus is laying 
out there as a challenge.   
 
What’s interesting is the phrasing that He uses there.  He talks 
about foxes and birds of the air, right?  Well, they’re not 
homeless, right?  What’s He talking about there?   Well, back in 
his day there was an idiom that went around as saying, when 
they would describe the Samaritans, they would describe them 
as foxes because foxes represented anyone that had mixed 
blood, who was conniving and couldn’t get with a frontal attack 
but came around in the back and stole from you weren’t 
looking.  It was also used to refer to King Herod at the time.  So 
the fox has his den and the birds of the air, the Roman insignia 
of the day was an eagle and it was known that the birds of the 
air would feather their nests from other people’s things and 
they would also come and take from the farmers and those in 
their area, and the Romans in their occupation of the land were 
taking from the people of the land that feathered their own 
nests.  What he is doing here is he is declaring, “No! If you want 
material comfort then you need to follow that old fox, Herod, or 
you need to get on board with the Romans and their Imperial 
project, but if you’re going to walk with Me, I don’t have a place 
to lay my head.”  He is on His way to Jerusalem, He is on His 
way to suffer, He is sacrificing and that’s the invitation that He 
gives as a counterpoint to that saying, “I will follow you 
wherever you go!”  That’s the thing, right?   
 



When you’re going to give that kind of allegiance to somebody, 
you want to know where they are going first before you say, “I 
will follow you wherever you go.” 
 
But at the same time, the response after clarification from Jesus 
is left open-ended.  It becomes an eternal question.  When you 
find out that He’s going nowhere that He’s going to Jerusalem 
to die, that it’s a path of service and sacrifice, will we still 
follow Him wherever He goes?  It raises questions for us even 
now 2000 years later. 
 
When I was at the conference, Paul Fetters told me about Carl 
Zurker giving an analogy preaching on this passage at the MCA 
probably about 30 years ago, and he talked about camping for 
the first time when he was a little kid.  How many of you 
remember the first time you went camping with your parents 
or with somebody else who took you along?  How many of you 
remember taking a little child camping for the first time?  What 
happens about 12:30-1:00 the first time they’re outside of the 
house and they hear a coyote or the rain and the lightning 
comes in?  They’re ready to go home; camping isn’t as much 
fun as they thought it would be is it?  That’s what Jesus is 
getting at with this. Count the cost, know what’s going on 
because there’s not going to be a home to go to in the middle of 
the night; this is a commitment, this is a sacrifice, this is a 
following that demands a response and it sits on an 
unconditional response. 
 
So we see as they move on the road a little bit further then, 
there’s another who comes along and He said to another man, 
“Follow me.”  So this time Jesus initiates; the first time 
somebody else initiated Jesus, this time Jesus initiates and says, 
“Follow Me;” again this idea that “on the way” you’re following 



Christ.  This is what it means to be a follower of Christ, not a 
real tricky play on words there. 
 
But the man replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father;” 
a simple request, right?  What a noble thing, right?  He wants to 
go and take care of his father.  Why in the world wouldn’t he be 
allowed to take care of his father, right?  It’s very noble, and yet 
Jesus comes back with, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but 
you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”  Jesus is throwing 
down gauntlets left and right.   
 
Here’s something to keep in mind though:  In that day and age, 
it was customary that you would take care of your parents all 
the way until the end of their lives.  So when he goes and says, 
“Let me go and bury my father” he’s not referring to “my Dad 
just died and we need to go and place him in the tomb.”  He is 
referring to a whole set of customs, laws and traditions that he 
would take care of his father the rest of his life once his father 
had died, then after a year in the family tomb, they would take 
what was left of his father’s remains and put it down with the 
rest of the family’s remains.  So he is talking about a multiyear 
period of waiting at this point.  This is not a simple, “He’s 
already passed.”  In fact, we know if his Dad is already dead, 
why in the world is this guy hanging out on the side of the 
road?  He’d be at the funeral, right?  He would be in mourning, 
he would be grieving.  This is instead another way of pushing 
off the decision and saying, “I’m not ready to make it today, I 
have other obligations to the law and the customs of the land, 
and I can’t let go of those obligations to follow you.” 
 
What’s interesting is when you begin to look at this in terms of 
the law and custom, Deuteronomy 5:16 and Exodus 20 are two 
different accounts of the Ten Commandments.  One of the 
primary commandments, the first one with a promise, as is 



pointed out by Paul later on in the scriptures:  Honor your 
father and mother, and it will go with you.  One of the ways you 
honored your father and mother was that you took care of 
them in their old age and you made sure to honor them with a 
burial because as the rest of the scriptures make pretty clear, 
all throughout, the symbol of judgment on a nation or on a 
people was being left unburied for the birds to come and pick 
over your bones.  It was one of the most shameful things that 
could happen and that was one of the reasons why crucifixion 
was so horrific because you were just left up on a stake 
unburied, shameful and horrific. 
 
You go to the next set of scriptures:  Again Isaiah 14:19, 
Jeremiah 7:33, 16:4, 25:33, 34:20:  A lack of burial is a sign of 
disgrace and shame, even a sign of punishment for the enemies 
of Israel.  You go all the way to the end of the book to 
Revelation.  One of the pictures of the judgment against the 
kings of the earth who come against Christ the King is that they 
are enemies of Christ and they will be picked over by the birds 
of the air.  They will suffer shame.  All of this gets summed up 
really well by the author of Ecclesiastes in chapter 6:  “A man 
may have 100 children and live many years, yet no matter how 
long he lives if he cannot enjoy his prosperity and does not 
receive a proper burial, I say that a stillborn child is better off 
than he.” 
 
Burial was a big deal, a very big deal.  Now if you start thinking 
about resurrection the burial becomes a little less significant, 
but Jesus is challenging this man to go against the law and the 
customs of his day for the sake of the Kingdom of God, to 
follow, to obey.  It’s Jesus over material comfort and now it’s 
Jesus over law and culture and He says, “Let the dead bury the 
dead.  You go an proclaim the kingdom of God, let go of those 



things and you give yourself to proclaiming the kingdom of 
God.” 
  
Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go 
back and say good-by to my family.”  Again, a simple thing, 
right?   Let me go back down the road a little ways, let me say 
goodbye to my family.  The phrase there is actually let me take 
leave of my family. 
 
You see in the ancient Near East and in the Middle East, up to 
this day, you don’t make a decision without consulting your 
father, and by consulting your father, I mean by getting his 
blessing and permission to do something, and so when I was 
over in Bethlehem staying with friends over there, they would 
regularly consult with their father on decisions they were 
making as businessmen, even as 30, 40 and 50-year-olds.  If 
their father was living, they went to get his wisdom; that’s one 
reason why the culture changes so slowly in that area because 
there’s a strong emphasis on tradition and remaining the same 
way and doing things the way we used to do things, and yet 
Jesus comes along and he tells him, what?  “Just let me go and 
take leave of my family, let me go get permission to leave and 
Jesus replied, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks 
back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.” 
 
Now I don’t know about you but I grew up in the country but I 
did not grow up on a farm, and so this thing did not make a 
whole lot of sense to me because I didn’t understand what it 
was about, but maybe some of you have farming background 
here and you understand the importance there is having nice 
straight furrows in your planting in your crops, in fact I hear 
now that there are thousands of dollars spent on GPS systems 
so that the tractor will go in the exact straight line, so you can 
maximize your crops.   



 
In those days when you had a simple plow whether it was 
wooden or iron, whatever it may be, as you were following 
along, what you would be trained to do as you were following 
along would be a pick a point in the distance and to keep your 
eyes set on that point, so that you can stay in a straight line. 
 
How many of you have ever been riding with someone in the 
car, not with a plow, and somebody’s in the backseat and your 
having this great conversation and then the driver begins to 
look over their shoulder and talk with the person? (Laughter)  
You’ve been there!   This is what Jesus is getting at!  He’s saying 
“Keep your eyes on the road!” This is the way that I’ve called 
you to walk in, keep your eyes on this, don’t get distracted, 
because when you get distracted, the plow goes all crooked 
and ruins the field.   In fact, if you were a farmer in that day, 
you couldn’t plow a straight line, guess how long you had to 
live with those curved lines?  The whole rest of the season!  It’s 
a small town!  How many times do you think Fred got made fun 
of for having crooked lines because he was looking over his 
shoulder hollering at his son?  But if you focus on the task at 
hand, the task that Jesus gives them of proclaiming the 
kingdom of God then you’re able to plow a straight line! 
 
All throughout scripture it sets up this challenge for us, where 
is our attention being given?  Are we giving our attention to 
our material comfort?  Are we giving our attention to the laws 
and customs of the land and culture around us or even that 
we’ve grown up in?  Are we giving the attention and priority to 
our family and our duty that way to be a good son or a good 
daughter, a good father or a good mother?   Jesus offers a hard 
line, a hard walk on this.  He challenges us to think about our 
priorities, to think about these conflicts, these tensions that 
challenge us and the way that we’ve always been. 



 
I remember having to mow the front lawn multiple times 
because I didn’t get it straight; because as a middle school boy 
and then as a high school boy, when I was home from summer 
in college, I just got distracted and the next thing I new I just 
veered off about 8 inches to the right or to the left, and you 
know you can only do that so many times before Dad just says, 
“I’ll do it myself!”  And I think sometimes Jesus looks at us that 
way, but He’s got a lot more patience than you or I and He 
won’t do it Himself; He will keep calling, He will keep insisting, 
He will keep inviting us to respond unconditionally to His 
invitation to follow, to grow into this kingdom that we might 
bear the fruit of His spirit, that we might be known for love, for 
joy, for patience, for self-control, for hope, for peace, for all of 
these things, these might be attributes that when people look 
at somebody and they can see it and they can say, “That’s what 
a Christian looks like, that’s what a follower of Jesus looks like, 
that’s what a student of Jesus, a student of the gospel, a student 
of the kingdom of God looks like.”  Someone who just doesn’t 
quote it, but who lives it because as many have noted in the last 
decade or so, the world does not read its Bible.  The world 
reads the people of God and what we live and what we say is 
taken as, “That’s what God says or that’s what God does.”   
 
So when we live in such a way that we do not accurately 
represent Jesus to the world, we hinder this gospel instead of 
proclaiming the gospel like we should.  When we compromise 
along the way and try to hang onto the very things that Jesus 
wants for us, good things, but when we grasp them too close, 
first and foremost before God they become idols in our life and 
instead, what He offers us is to be set free from those things, to 
freely serve in the kingdom including those things and those 
people because we know ultimately that being present in our 
families is one way that the gospel gets sewn in those families. 



 
Jesus isn’t rejecting the family, but He is rejecting putting the 
family over Him.  Jesus isn’t rejecting the laws and customs of 
the land; He is rejecting the laws of customs of the land when 
they are put forth over following Him.  Jesus isn’t rejecting our 
material needs, but He is rejecting the sense of obligation we 
have to those material needs especially when we put those 
material needs over and above following Him.   
 
Boy it’s a good thing that we don’t struggle with these things 
anymore, isn’t it?  I for one am glad that we have it figured out 
and that it comes easy now, that there’s no temptations that 
cause us to look from one way or the other from the kingdom 
of God in sowing that word, but instead that it’s just easy and 
we know exactly how it is and we know exactly what to do 
because we’ve been doing this for thousands of years, but 
here’s the thing:  If all of creation is the field is tilling and 
sowing His word in, that means every aspect of our world, our 
lives, our cultures and our values is challenged by the kingdom 
of God.  There is some good and there is some truth in it as well 
and those things are affirmed in this gospel, but there are many 
things that get upset; they get overturned by this.  The problem 
with growing up is there’s always a cost involved to it, right? 
How many of you know this?  When you get up in the morning 
you feel the cost of growing up, your body maturing.  How 
many of you feel the cost of growing up because you no longer 
get to do just what you want to do today, but you have some 
obligations in love to family and friends around you because 
you’re going to be faithful and you’re going to provide; that’s a 
better freedom and it’s part of growing mature.  It’s allowing 
ourselves to be bound and led by the Lord who leads us to 
serve, to take up a towel instead of a sword when we come to 
our enemies.  There is always, always a cost when you choose 
to follow Jesus in your daily life and take up your cross.  There 



is a cost to forgiveness; it’s a big cost, it means letting go of my 
pride, it means letting go of my right thirst for revenge.   
 
There’s a greater cost to holding onto bitterness in my life 
though, but if I die to myself and I forgive, I find a freedom 
there.   
 
There’s a great cost to changing and growing, isn’t there?  How 
many of you are wearing the clothes you wore when you were 
5 years old?  We thank you for not!  (Laughter)  but you had to 
buy a new wardrobe didn’t you, as you grew older.  Pretty 
minimal cost there, but it’s a cost.  There’s a change that comes 
within us as we grow and mature, as we learn to work with 
those who disagree with us, as we learn to love those that don’t 
love us.  There’s a change that takes place and there’s a cost to 
that change; there’s a cost to maturing and growing in the 
gospel. 
 
There’s a real cost to loving and serving, isn’t there?  How 
many of you know this is true, that when you put others first, it 
costs you something.  Now on the other side of it, maybe you 
were able to say, “It was worth the cost.”  But there’s always a 
price to be paid.   The question is, when we receive that 
unconditional call, the invitation based on the world around us 
and where God is at work in that world, what will we do 
because it makes us very, very uncomfortable. 
 
Sometimes it helps to hear the stories of others who have been 
made uncomfortable as they wrestled with the world and the 
culture around them and they’ve wrestled with following Jesus. 
 
So this morning, I want to share with you another video here; 
this video is from the Marin Foundation.  Andrew Marin is 
someone whose work I cam across several years ago that 



challenged me a lot and my thoughts towards some people.  He 
wrote a book called, “Love is an Orientation.” 
 
The Marin Foundation exists to build bridges between the 
evangelical community and liberal churches and the gay 
community.   He’s going to share a little bit of his testimony 
here and why he came to that even though he is still a 
conservative evangelical and why he does what he does.  
Now as you’re listening to this, I want to tell you something:  
Andrew does a great job of ticking off people on both sides, 
which means he’s probably doing something right, because it’s 
not about going all one way and just letting whatever happen 
may happen, but it’s also not about living in such a way that we 
are resistant to loving service to those around us in the name 
of Jesus for the sake of Jesus’ kingdom.    So I invite you to listen 
to Andrew’s testimony and introduction. 
 
Andrew Marin speaking:  You know I have a very unusual story 
when it comes to how I got starting in building bridges 
between the LGBT community and the church.  I grew up the 
biggest Bible banging homophobe you would have ever met in 
your life.  I was an alpha male, I could watch Sports Center 24 
hours a day, everything out of my mouth was “You’re a fag or 
gay” and I didn’t think twice about it because I didn’t know 
anyone who was gay and so for me it was just like an automatic 
justification system build up in my head that I could say and do 
whatever I wanted because it didn’t matter.  
 
To let you into my life, I only have 3 best friends.  Since I was 7 
years old, I grew up with these people and we spent everyday 
together.  My 3 best friends all came out to me in 3 consecutive 
months and they just told me that there was one thing that I 
had singled out my whole life to that point, and like any good 
Christian not knowing what to do, I just cut ties with them and 



I ran away.  And the more I look back, the more I understand 
that the church is wonderful in providing us with a framework 
for about what we need to think, feel and believe about the gay 
and lesbian community, but they are terrible for providing us a 
framework for what happens after, and we had a very 
awkward and yet freeing conversation of me saying, “Listen, I 
don’t know what I’m doing here, I don’t know what I’m 
supposed to do, I just know that I need to be here.”  By the end 
of the night, and you know we talked to about 6, 7 or 8 in the 
morning, it was the most freeing conversation I ever had, not 
because they told me anything of this is how you need to 
believe or this is how you need to live and I just felt like I was 
hearing my best friends for the first time. 
 
My organization, the Marin Foundation’s goal is to build a 
bridge between the broader LGBT community and the church 
through Biblical and social education, scientific research and 
diverse community gatherings.  So ultimately, what we’re 
trying to do is put Jesus in the middle of places that Jesus in 
today’s broader mainstream secular culture, He doesn’t belong, 
and we do this, as I said, through what we call our “Cultural 
Work Curriculum” where we have different classes, 
educational classes that work with the gay and lesbian 
community that works specifically with the straight 
conservative Christian community.  We also have, what we call 
our Living and Intention Gatherings, which brings together all 
different shades of what is based on sexuality in our culture 
today.  So we bring together secular, gay and lesbian people 
and gay Christians and celibate conservative people and ex-gay 
people and liberal straight Christians and conservative straight 
Christians and just mix it up in one big holy uncomfortable mix 
and have a different forum or gathering or discussion of events 
surrounding different issues of what is based sexuality and 
culture and the point of this is that we can learn what it means 



to have differences in theological belief system and yet 
significant things can happen for the kingdom, and so people 
learn how to be peaceful, be productive within these 
intentional communities that we bring together and then they 
go out and start to influence their own spheres of influence and 
ultimately that’s what our bridge-building movement is all 
about, because you can cut the head off but the thing is still 
going to grow and that’s the point to do this in local 
communities all over the country, all over the world to really 
see what a Biblical reconciliation looks like.” 
 
(In a crowd, someone shouts) “I don’t know if this is 
necessarily the best time to be doing this!  How much do you 
know God?  (Protesters are chanting)  “Sick, sick, sick!  Shame 
on you!  Shame on you!  Shame on you!” 
 
(Andrew Marin speaking)  “I would really tell the church, one 
message and one thing, I would say, ‘It’s on us to take the first 
step, and it’s on us to actually do something.’ For so long, for 
the past 40 years we have been just sitting back and saying, 
‘Mmm, hey you know when the gay community is ready, when 
they realize that it’s their fault, they’ll take the step to us, they 
will come to us’, and it’s my understanding and my reading 
throughout the gospels was were totally different than that. 
 
That’s the point, I take Jesus’ incarnation literally, I take it 
seriously; that’s why I moved into Boys Town ten years ago, 
that’s why anyone who works with my organization has to live 
in Boys Town, that’s why the Marin Foundation is in there, we 
have that, because we need to be the one to humbly take that 
step forward and to say, “I’m going to come as a listener and a 
learner is about living a faith worth living, not just a faith that 
the theologians fight and argue about; it’s a faith that we 



actually go and do.  When He said, “Go and do likewise”, that’s 
what we’re trying to do everyday of our life.” 
 
(Pastor Richard speaking)  It’s pretty challenging!  If you look 
at his life and what it’s probably cost him, because there’s a lot 
of folks that he grew up with that probably don’t consider him 
a Christian anymore.  There are a lot of folks he grew up with 
because he is taking the gospel into Boys Town that they don’t 
think that he’s following Jesus on this.   And Marin isn’t talking 
about changing our stance on marriage; he’s not talking about 
changing our stance on anything along those lines, he’s talking 
about loving people.  He’s talking about loving them in such a 
way that they can encounter the Christ who calls on them to 
respond, who calls them to face the sin in their lives, who calls 
them to healing, who calls them to transformation. 
 
It’s easy to jump on one side or the other.  The way of Jesus 
walks straight down the middle and calls all sinners to 
repentance and calls all to love, calls all to sacrifice. 
 
The way of Jesus and the way of the cross in the world and 
right now the American church is being faced with a challenge.  
Will we seek to grasp power and make people do what we 
think is the right thing? Or will we allow people to do what 
they’re going to do and love anyway?  Because loving sacrifice 
transforms hearts, love transformed me; it’s not because I 
heard about God’s judgment that I became a follower of Jesus, 
it’s because I encountered amazing grace.  The judgment is 
real.  People bear and experience the judgment in their lives.  
They experience the loss; they experience the destruction of 
sin.  You know this because you’ve experienced it in your own 
life.  People have lied to you when you have lied to others, 
when you have betrayed things, when you have overstepped 
boundaries, when you have sinned be it sexually or other 



immorality, and yet the gospel does what for you?  It invites 
you for healing.  It invites you to come in and be transformed, 
to love your enemies, to love those whose lives disgust you and 
I think if we’re honest, that’s generally our attitude in our heart 
towards gay people. 
 
Jesus got in trouble for hanging out with folks over and over, 
time and time again, but His hanging out was not to leave them 
where they were, it was that they might become followers of 
Him in this kingdom.  He became known as a drunkard and a 
glutton because He was always at the best, wildest, craziest 
parties in town.  People that needed to know freedom from a 
life of sin, and in those relationships some of those were 
transformed. 
 
Zacchaeus was a wee little man, who exploited everyone 
around him and took advantage of them and stole from them, 
and he climbs up in a tree, embarrassing himself in front of the 
whole community and Jesus comes along and says what?  
“Zacchaeus we have to go have lunch” and He goes to 
Zacchaeus’ house and I know for some of you going into 
somebody’s house might not be a big deal but in that day and 
age, you got judged by who you ate with.  You got judged by 
whose home you entered into.   
 
When Jesus steps into Zacchaeus’ home, He is expressing an 
acceptance of Zacchaeus.  What do you think that meant to 
Judas, who is a zealot that hates Roman tax collectors and his 
group?    On the other hand, what do you think it meant to 
Matthew who was a tax collector and maybe thought, “What 
happened to me could happen to Zacchaeus as well.” 
 
Zacchaeus comes out and he hears that unconditional call and 
he makes an unconditional response.  He gives back; he repays 



that which he stole from others.  He gives it to them in such a 
way that it transforms the life of that community because he 
was willing to suffer. 
 
The power of the gospel is the power to save men and women, 
of course.  It’s the power to transform lives.   That’s why Paul 
said he’s not ashamed of it later on in Roman when he writes at 
the beginning of Romans and he talks about this conflict 
between Jew and Gentile, and the judgmental-ism that comes 
and creates this tension within the church where there are a 
set of sins that are acceptable in the church and a set of sins 
that are not, and instead he says, “No! We are all sinners under 
the law.”   
 
And so that grace transforms all of us, it’s an invitation for all of 
us, because if it’s not an invitation for someone, it’s not an 
invitation for any of us.  When you follow Jesus, it creates and 
uncomfortable tension within you.  It’s a tension because your 
whole life you’ve been going along doing what you thought you 
should do, what people around you told you what you should 
do, what the law and the culture around you told you what you 
should do, and the kingdom comes along and sets that all up on 
its head, and we’re given a choice. 
 
When we put our hand to the plow, do we set off with a 
kingdom vision or do we look back at the way things used to 
be, the way things we wish sometimes still were.  What does it 
look like to plow a straight line of love and grace and truth? 
 
One of the most common and I would say abused stories in 
scripture is Jesus with the woman in adultery; it says she was 
caught in sexual sin and the modern commentary’s actually, 
when you look at the word for sexual sin, it could be adultery, 
it could be something else.  Adultery was just cheating on a 



spouse.  As a matter of fact, she could have been caught with 
another woman; we don’t know the exact nature.  We do know 
that they only brought her and not the other person that was 
caught with her because they were trying to trap Jesus, and it 
says that they bring her to Jesus and they say, “The law of 
Moses says that we should stone this woman!”  And they’re 
right!  That’s what the law says.  At the same time, they don’t 
mention this; the Romans had outlawed capital punishment for 
the Jews.  So Jesus can either stand with the Law of Moses or 
He can accommodate the culture of His day and age, and He 
can say, “You know what?  Rome is the boss, we’ve got to do 
what Rome says.”   And Jesus kneels and He begins to draw in 
the dirt, we don’t know what.  And they clamor and they keep 
asking Him and they keep pestering Him, “What do you want to 
do?  Pronounce judgment for us in this.  You’re a wise teacher, 
tell us what to do!”  And He says, “If anyone among you is 
without sin, cast the first stone!”  And that’s the part a lot of 
people in our culture like because it’s the automatic dropping 
the guard, none of us can judge anything anymore, right?     
 
The elders in the group were the first to drop their stones 
because they’ve lived the longest.  They’ve reflected on their 
lives the most, they’ve realized the way that God has been 
gracious with them and they drop their stones.  And then the 
younger ones in the crowd follow the leading of their elders 
and they drop their stones and they begin to go away.  Jesus 
has gone back to His sand art, and He looks up when the crowd 
is gone and He looks at the woman and He says, “Where are 
those who condemn you?”  (She states) “There is no one Lord.” 
(Jesus says) “Then neither do I condemn you, go and sin no 
more!”   That’s the other part of this story that people like to 
quote out of context. “See?  He tells her to leave her life of sin!”  
True!  He does!  He only tells her to leave her life of sin after He 
stood between her and a mob who was right that had stones in 



their hand.  That’s what earns the moral authority to be able to 
speak to somebody’s life and say, “Go and sin no more”.  When 
you’ve had compassion and have suffered with them, when you 
have risked your neck for them that’s what allows you the 
relationship to speak truth to them.  That they might encounter 
the mercy of God and be transformed in that mercy, the same 
way you and I are. 
 
So when we look at our lives and when we look at the 
scriptures, what is it that’s creating uncomfortable tension for 
you with the kingdom of God?  Is it the material obligations in 
your life, material comfort?  Is it the law and the culture?  Is it 
obligations to your family?  Is it something else?  You know the 
experience of the relationship between the evangelical church 
and the gay community is one of many things in our life and 
society, but in all of those things, how do we reflect Jesus?  How 
do we love in grace and truth, a truth that convicts us first and 
foremost?  A truth that challenges us in all things, how we do 
business, how we have arguments, how we have 
disagreements.   Maybe like in the rest of chapter 9 for us it’s 
wrestling with unbelief; not really believing that following 
Jesus means taking up a cross and suffering with Him.  Maybe 
it’s a hard heart because we’ve been hurt time and time again.  
We’ve been wounded.  Maybe it’s un-forgiveness that we hold 
onto because of the way others have done horrible things to us. 
 
What I would declare to you is Jesus wants to set you free from 
those things.  He wants to give you a better freedom; a freedom 
that comes through being fettered, being bound to Him in 
obedience.  We can enjoy a better freedom when we follow 
Jesus wherever He goes and whatever the cost.  It is in that, 
that we proclaim the kingdom of God.  When we give ourselves 
over to serving the kingdom of God, not looking back on our 
old lives but instead saying, “This is a new way of following, a 



new way of obeying, a new way of loving and counting the cost.  
It’s a resetting of our priorities and how we go about things.   
 
In this story in Luke’s gospel, these 3 un-named potential 
disciples, disciple wannabe’s, we don’t know the outcome of 
their stories, and I think Luke is intentional about leaving it 
open-ended.  Because the disciples would have known whether 
or not they’ve joined in or not.  I think it’s open-ended for those 
of us who would be reading this 2000 years later, to sit with 
the text and let the word of God work on us to penetrate our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit, to challenge us because the 
question is not what did they do?  The question for us is what 
will we do in the moments we hear the call of Jesus to loving 
sacrifice, to speak truth no matter the cost to bear mercy and 
compassion in every step of the way.  That’s the healing power 
of the gospel, that’s the transformation that challenges the 
entire culture around us because the unity and bond with the 
fellowship of Christ are greater than disagreements; they are 
greater than personal hurts because there’s forgiveness for 
those things.  There’s healing in the wings for those things and 
it’s a hard, hard thing to take up a cross, but the challenge for 
every generation of disciples is to ask, “what does taking up a 
cross look like in our day and age?”  And the world will know 
our answer.  The world will know our decision.  The question is 
whether or not they will see Jesus in our decision. 
 
 


