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SERMON:  Through The Looking Glass 
 
SCRIPTURE: Luke 11:1-4  
 
 One day Jesus was praying in a certain place.  When he 
finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to 
pray, just as John taught his disciples.” 
 He said to them, “When you pray, say: 
 “ ‘Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come.  
Give us each day our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, for we 
also forgive everyone who sins against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation. ‘ “ 
 
SERMON:   
 
As I said before, those children are incredible.  If you have not 
had the blessing to spend any time with them, every family 
obviously says their kids are the greatest, but the kids that we 
have in this congregation are amazingly creative and very 
unique personalities and it is a blast to get to know them.  We 
invest in and support and encourage children and youth and all 
the generations here because we recognize that there is 
something dynamic when all the generations come together, 
and if you’re one of the volunteers who serves with our 
Children and Youth Program, you know that part of the 
blessing for you is those kids, while they might add a few grey 
hairs to your head, also have a way of keeping you young at the 
same time because of just the awe and wonder that they have 
at the world around them.  That’s the amazing part about 
children is that they’re just enchanted with the world and 
everything is new to them.  When you think about it, 
everything they experience is new. 



 
We were up at Chain-O-Lakes yesterday canoeing and just 
watching the kids play on the beach, and the beach there, you 
know, it’s not like going to the Atlantic Ocean or the Pacific 
Ocean, but you couldn’t tell those kids that because they are 
just enamored with the wonder and beauty of God’s creation 
and it does something for us that way too, just getting out in 
nature.  You know, you take a day or two, you get out and camp 
or if you’re able to travel, you sit on a beach somewhere and 
you listen to the waves roll in; it reinvigorates you, doesn’t it?  
It reminds you that there are bigger things than your 9 to 5, 
there are bigger things than your mortgage, there are bigger 
things than making sure your lawn is mowed perfectly in 
straight rows like my Dad taught me to do.  There are those 
bigger things that we can remain enchanted with.  And the 
psalmist recognizes this too: 
 
Psalm 8:  “Oh Lord, oh Lord how majestic is your name in all 
the earth!  You have set your glory above the heavens.   From 
the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise 
because of your enemies, to silence the foe, and the avenger. 
When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the 
moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is man 
that you were mindful of him, the son of man that you care for 
him?  You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and 
crowned him with glory and honor.  You made him ruler over 
the works of your hands; you put everything under his feet: all 
flocks and herds, and the beasts of the field, the birds of the air, 
and the fish of the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas.  O 
Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” 
 
When we connect with the beauty and grandeur of God’s 
creation it creates an enchantment for us to see the wonder of 
God in the works of His hands, and it’s a beautiful thing; it’s an 



amazing thing!  It’s hard for us to always remember that and 
keep it in mid so that when we see these sweeping things, 
sometimes in Hollywood movies, it’s easy for us to forget that 
those are real places.  So if you’ve ever seen the movie trilogy, 
“The Lord of the Rings”, one of the most popular books of all 
time and it creates this beautiful sweeping cinematic 
landscape, that’s New Zealand folks!  There are folks who live 
there and see that everyday, and you know what? Some of 
them might be forgetting the grandeur of where they’re at 
because we all have a tendency to do that, right?  The familiar 
becomes disenchanted for us; we forget about how majestic 
and great the place where we are is, because the place where 
we are is part of God’s handiwork.   
 
Enchantment is a powerful thing.  Tolkien who wrote The Lord 
of the Rings gave a lecture in 1939 in which he talked about the 
purpose of fairytales.  The purpose of fairytales for adults, not 
just for children, but the purpose of fairytales is to keep us 
enchanted with this world, not just dreaming about a different 
world.  The way that it does that though is by working us 
through a series of things: 
 
One is that it helps us recapture our imaginations.  It’s like if 
you have windows that are very dirty on your car, if you’ve 
been mud-bogging, or if you live on a dusty road and you 
haven’t cleaned your windows recently, you don’t quite see 
things truly, do you?  Well for Tolkien, fairytales have a way of 
cleaning the windows so that we can see things the way that 
they should be, not just the way that they are, but the way that 
they should be. 
 
One of the ways that they do that is they provide an escape for 
us, not as a way of disengaging with the world around us, but 
as a way of stepping back, seeing the way that it should be and 



then reengaging with a prophetic critique or prophetic 
imagination to imagine the world as it could be. 
 
And finally what they do is they provide consolation to us.  
How many fairytales have you heard where it ends with the 
bad guy winning?  No!  Consolation for us in the sense of joy 
that comes through with hope no matter how dire the 
circumstances get, no matter how desperate Frodo and his 
companions get when they’re out of the shire and everything is 
stacked against them; you know you have a sense of somehow 
it’s going to work out and the adventure is discovering how it 
works out. 
 
All of this allows us to imagine the world we live in differently, 
to see different steps along the way.  In fact, it can be so 
compelling that you see people begin to bring this out into the 
world around us as well.  So, right now in the United Kingdom, 
which are Great Britain and Ireland and all the rest of those for 
those of you who didn’t pay attention to geography.  There is a 
group that is crowd funding, building the city of Minas Tirith, 
the capitol of Gondor from the Lord of the Rings, if we could 
see an image of that.  They’re trying to build that! (Someone 
says, “what?”)  Yeah! What is right!  They’re trying to build that.  
They don’t know if they’re going to get it, but they’re trying.  
You want to know the price tag on something like that? They 
are trying to raise $1.85 billion pounds, which is the equivalent 
to $2.9 billion dollars to US.   
 
Now you’re shaking your heads and for a moment you think, 
“What a great waste of money!” Right?  Here’s what they want 
to do with this place:  They want it to be a commercial center 
with residences where people live and also a tourist attraction 
on top of that.  They want this whole thing to be a self-
sustaining economic unit, so they can rethink the way that 



craftsman and artisans and small businesses can do business in 
a local economy within their neighborhoods.  A pretty amazing 
thing!  And when you compare it to the amount of money we 
have wasted on wars in the last 50 years, $1.85 billion pounds 
doesn’t seem like that much money.  They are imaging a new 
way of living together in light of the fantasy that they read and 
was compelling to them as children.  These are grown 
engineers trying to raise the funds to build something like this.   
 
Here’s where we’re going with all of this this morning: Turn 
with me to Luke, chapter 11 because I believe that prayer is the 
vehicle that moves us through the looking glass into kingdom 
living.  Prayer has a way of recapturing our imaginations for 
the sake of God’s kingdom.  It has a way of helping us step back 
from the chaos of the world around us so that we might 
critique that world and imagine a better future and it has a way 
of consoling us as we seek to follow God faithfully despite the 
setbacks of living in this world.  So if you’re there with me in 
Luke chapter 11, if you don’t have a Bible feel free to use one of 
the red pew Bibles on page 1087: 
 
The Lord’s Prayer is given as a model for our prayers.  First 
and foremost you’ll notice that Jesus has this habit of praying.  
He’s praying in a visible place; His disciples can see Him.  They 
understand that this is a compelling part of His life.  At this 
point in the journey through Luke’s gospel, they are starting to 
realize He is the Messiah, He is the Anointed One of God, He is 
the Christ and they connect that with His practices of prayer.  
They recognize that that’s part of why He is able to do what He 
does.   
 

When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, 
teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.” 
 He said to them, “When you pray, say: 



 “ ‘Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come.  
Give us each day our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, for we 
also forgive everyone who sins against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation. ‘ “ 
 
Now it’s a little different than the variation in Matthew’s gospel 
and it’s a little different than the one we use on Sunday 
mornings here.  In fact, one of the best, kind of theology nerd 
moments you can have is when you have a community 
gathering of Christians and you say, “We’re all going to say the 
Lord’s Prayer together” and then you get to debts and debtors 
or sins and sinners or trespasses, right?  You get to all these 
variations on it.  The one thing that unifies us is the one thing 
that highlights, “Oh, yeah, no there’s distinctive traditions 
within this.”  And it’s beautiful that way, and everybody laughs 
at that point because they don’t expect it.  But again, in 
laughter again, recaptures this childlike wonder for us as well.   
 
The Lord’s Prayer, I would say to you, is an enchantment that 
God engraves upon our heart.  The reason why Jesus gives this 
prayer to His disciples as a model, you’ll see it’s very brief, 
there’s lots of opportunity for silence and listening to the Holy 
Spirit to receive guidance and wisdom and consolation and the 
petitions focus us in on the very heart of God and for the sake 
of brevity this morning I also want to incorporate a line from 
Matthew’s version that talks about “Your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” because all of this is 
for the purpose of reengaging the world around us.  It’s not 
about escaping to go somewhere else; it’s about engaging the 
present moment where we are now.  And if you don’t 
understand how important that is, imagine for a moment every 
Sunday, I got up here and I told you, “I can’t stand living in 
Huntington, I want to leave Huntington, I want to go 
somewhere else.”  How many of you would keep coming to 



hear that message?  A few because there are some folks who 
are very negative about this place.  Most of you would go 
someplace else, because that negative energy just zaps the life 
out of us.  But if, we can take an honest look at the place where 
we’re at and say, “It’s good but it can be better!”  That’s the sort 
of energy that we can build with, that’s the sort of energy that 
invigorates us to take pride in where we’re at, to recognize that 
this present moment is a gift from God that we’re not 
guaranteed to get another one with, so we want to make the 
most of this and we want to embrace and receive this gift, and 
so the way we do this is through a simple set of things that 
Jesus plays out in this prayer. 
 
First and foremost, it is the Our Father.  Our Father who art in 
heaven, in Matthew’s version and what we use.  Our Father.  
This is important because the word for father in the Aramaic is 
one of the first words that a newborn receives in their family 
unit.  The word here in Luke is not the Aramaic version, it is 
not Abba, it is Pater, is in the Greek already.  This tells us 
something huge.  There’s no sacred language for our faith.  
Some of you may know folks who think Jesus spoke King James 
English, or that everything was written down in English to 
begin with, and so it has to be that way – we can’t use different 
variations, we can’t use different translations.  Right from the 
get go, it’s being translated because this gospel is a gospel for 
every culture.  Our God is a god for all of His creation not some 
of His creation, so He is redeeming all of it through the very 
heart language of ourselves. 
 
If I gave sermons in Chinese, some of you would struggle with 
that.  There are a few of you who might surprise us and you 
might be able to translate for the rest of us, but there’s a reason 
for that.  Chinese is not our heart language.  Whether we did 
Mandarin or if we did, and I just blanked on the other one!  



Never mind!  It doesn’t matter what version of Chinese we use, 
it’s not our heart language.  We need English for where we’re at 
in life and where we’ve been placed in God’s creation.  And so 
Our Father being in Aramaic and translated into Greek and 
then into Latin and now into English and now into hundreds of 
languages around the world is vital for us to understand that 
this kingdom is not a kingdom just for us, it is a kingdom for all 
of creation and it is the Father’s kingdom, it is a relationship, it 
is a vital relationship, it is an intimate relationship, it is a 
relationship where we are deeply loved and cared for, unless 
we let our own experience with our earthly fathers cloud our 
picture of God.  The ultimate picture of God as Father is 
revealed in Luke 15 and we’re going to get to that in a couple of 
weeks with the Prodigal Father welcoming home his sons who 
bring shame on him, and just the depths of the grace that is 
involved in that movement – that’s what we mean when we 
talk about Our Father. 
 
We pray for a hallowed name or a name made holy.  Now you 
might wonder how in the world can a holy name be made 
unholy; it’s kind of like praying that the fire would be hot or 
that the wood would be solid. It’s just the essence of holy, that 
it’s holy!  But we learn in the scriptures one way that God’s 
name can become unholy or profane is through the lives and 
actions of His people; when they don’t live up to their end of 
the bargain, and it’s not that it changes His relationship with 
His people, but it changes the way the rest of the world views 
God and we see this all throughout the Old Testament prophets 
as we move beyond the Law and the character of Israel to the 
prophets, we begin to see that Israel has not lived that life 
faithfully, and that’s much of what Jesus ends up rebuking but 
we also recognize that we can fall into those traps too, so it’s 
not something we can say, “Well, it’s good that was a problem 
back then but thankfully we never lack for following Jesus 



anymore.”  No, we recognize that this is all part of the parcel of 
this, and so when we pray for His name to be made holy, first 
and foremost we recognize that we are called to live holy lives, 
that we are called to be set apart for kingdom purposes, that 
our lives should look different than our non-Christian 
neighbor’s life.  Our priorities should look different because 
our kingdom priorities begin to trump our personal priorities.  
So when we pray, “kingdom come” you’ll notice that the line is 
“your kingdom come”, not Richard’s kingdom come, not Dave’s 
kingdom come, not Brian’s kingdom come, not Deb’s kingdom 
come; it is “your kingdom come,” the Father’s kingdom come.  
This is good news for us because it means that history has a 
trajectory and a purpose. 
 
Martin Luther King put it as “the arc of the moral universe is 
long but it bends towards justice” quoting another brilliant 
mind. When we look at this we are talking about the arc of the 
moral universe, the arc of God’s creation is long, but it is 
bending towards God’s kingdom, towards the new creation, the 
new heavens and the earth that we read about in the end of 
Revelation.  This is purposeful, there is direction and the 
Father is guiding that direction even in the midst of it when we 
can’t imagine that there’s any sense of direction to this.  
History has a trajectory and a purpose. 
 
The kingdom is eschatological it means that it is broken in with 
God’s promises into the history of creation, it is bearing fruit in 
our midst.  It is mystical in a sense that it is among us now.  It is 
in our lives through the presence of the Holy Spirit as we enter 
into the kingdom through baptism, and it is political, it has a 
reality of how we live.  It is not partisan but it is political, it 
affects the way that we live together as a people in the midst of 
a society that may or may not receive it and it is ecclesial.  
There is a vital relationship between a church, a congregation 



on mission with God for the sake of His kingdom and that 
kingdom breaking into a given place and bringing about life 
transformation and community transformation.   
 
This prayer teaches us to pray for our daily bread.  It 
recognizes the gift of our daily bread; it recognizes that our 
Father is the one who provides for us.  We receive this bread 
even though we join in this work by the sweat of our brow, but 
when we receive this daily bread, just like Israel in the 
wanderings in the desert, we receive enough for today, that’s 
all we ask for.  We want to have enough today and we want to 
know we have enough for tomorrow, that God will provide for 
us along the way, just as He has provided in the past, He will 
provide in the present and He will provide in the future.  So we 
receive daily bread.  We recognize that the problem in this 
world is not scarcity; it’s the way the bread has been 
distributed.  It’s whether or not we all have access to the bread 
or we all have access to the bakery or we all have access to the 
pond.  However you want to phrase it, what other image you 
want to use, it’s about recognizing the bread comes from God 
and it is our daily bread, not “my” daily bread.  There is a 
communal aspect of this; there is a community aspect of this.  
“How can I eat bread when I know my neighbor has no bread?” 
 
Mother Teresa tells of a story where a priest came to her on 
behalf of a starving family in his parish and he came to receive 
rice, and so she said, “Yes, send the woman my way and I will 
give her rice”, and so this woman had eight children and they 
were starving and they gave her the rice and she immediately 
portioned it into two portions exactly down the middle.  So 
Mother Teresa asked her, “What are you doing with the rice?” 
and she said, “This portion is for my family, but the neighbor 
next door, their family is starving as well and this portion is for 
them.”  In the midst of her starvation, she recognized that this 



gift was received, not just for her and her household, but it is a 
blessing to bless others with, it is a gift received for the sake of 
others in the name of Jesus, and so this bread is “our” daily 
bread!  Our bread for today, our bread that takes care of the 
anxiety that we’re not going to run out, and by the way, we are 
praying for our daily bread, not our daily cake!   
 
Often times we get confused between the two.  You’ll hear 
people give advice as we look at managing budgets right about 
the difference between essentials and wants.  Needs and 
desires, right?  This prayer gets to the heart of it.  It’s our needs 
that God has promised to provide, and so we recognize that in 
our daily bread.  Bread enough for today, knowing that there 
will be bread enough for tomorrow, so we can be generous and 
we can share and we can receive all of these things as good 
gifts, blessings to be shared with others. 
 
And we pray for forgiveness, forgiveness of our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  Forgiveness for our sins as we forgive 
those who have sinned against us, forgiveness of our 
trespasses, as those who have trespassed against us, and you 
know what?  All of those words matter, and all of them have 
different meanings, but quite simply, debts as understood in 
the ancient world and the building up of this, debts are what?  
They’re things that we owe!  Things that we should have paid 
that we haven’t paid yet, right?   
 
When we talk about “forgive us our debts”, we are talking 
about forgive us of the good works that we didn’t commit 
ourselves to today.  Forgive those who should have shown 
good to us but didn’t today because they were too busy, 
because they had to get on with their day.  Forgive us of the 
sins of omission sort of speak.  And when we pray forgive us 
our sins, these are the things we should have done right, but 



instead of doing right, we did wrong.  When we have sinned 
against someone, when we have trespassed against them, 
when we have crossed the line with them, and so we ask for 
forgiveness of our sins of commission as well as our sins of 
omission.  Forgive us for not doing the good we should have 
done, forgive us for the bad we did instead of the good, and we 
receive that forgiveness as a promise and as a dynamic that if 
we forgive those around us, surely God can forgive us, because 
if my heart is capable of forgiveness, how much more the 
Father’s heart who is above my ways and above my knowledge. 
If I can be merciful, surely God can be merciful to me.  And if 
God has been merciful to me then I had better be merciful to 
my neighbor because they deserve no more and no less than I 
deserve, and that’s what makes it a gift to forgiveness. 
 
Forgiveness is what allows a community to exist.  If we take 
everyone in this room, right now we’re a little spread out, but if 
we put everybody into this section of the pews, I’m not going to 
make you do it don’t worry! (Laughter) but if we put 
everybody in here, just imagine some of the things that might 
occur as we push everyone into this small little cluster here. 
 
What are some of the things that come to your mind?  How 
would you feel about it?  Be honest!  You’d get to know 
somebody; you’d get to know somebody in a lot of ways!  What 
else?  It would be really warm, wouldn’t it?  We would have to 
crank up that AC, it get’s uncomfortable when we get warm 
because what happens when we get warm?  We start to sweat 
it out, right?  Now you’re bonding on a chemical level with the 
people around you. Mmmmm……. 
 
What else?  It’s uncomfortable, isn’t it?  Why do you think we 
spread out in America from cities to suburbs to farmland?  We 
like space!  And we like being in our space!   Right?  Some of us 



you wouldn’t know it because there are no names on the pews, 
but we know there are names on the pews! (Laughter) 
 
What else might happen?  Might like it – once we got into it, 
once it became our new normal.  Might step on some toes when 
we get into close quarters, might rub shoulders with people we 
might not rub shoulders with otherwise.  Might intentionally 
offend somebody because of how close we are.  All of these 
things demonstrate to us that when you get in close proximity 
with people, when you get in community with people, spacey 
and relationally.  Forgiveness is what makes it possible for you 
to coexist.  Forgiveness is what allows you to be good 
neighbors because you recognize that, “Oh, they didn’t 
necessarily mean to step on my toes, and even if they did, I’m 
not going to carry that baggage with me through life, because 
I’ve got enough things to worry about!  The people on either 
side of me stink!” (Laughter) 
 
We practice this forgiveness in community and it makes 
community possible because the kingdom of God brings about 
a community called the church, the body of Christ, a fellowship 
and family of God that knows no boundaries and knows no 
strangers, and so we welcome in and we pray for our daily 
bread, we pray for forgiveness of our debts and we forgive our 
debtors in the practice of this, so that we might live differently 
in the midst of the world around us who knows nothing of 
forgiveness, who knows only of a dog-eat-dog world and 
paying for everything.  Because we live in the midst of that 
world, we pray for deliverance.  Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  Lead us not into the sort of temptation 
that Abraham went through because we doubt that our faith is 
as strong as his, so deliver us from those moments, Lord.  But 
we recognize as well that there is an accuser, there is a Satan 
who accuses the brethren.  Deliver us from the evil one, Lord; 



deliver us from Satan’s courtroom.  May we stand firm in the 
grace and forgiveness that we have received at the cross 
knowing that no accusation against us will stand, but instead 
we might live a new life and live life differently than we did 
before.  In relationship with the living God, inspired by the 
Holy Spirit and walking in the steps of Jesus, no matter what 
the geography and terrain is around us.  This is The Lord’s 
Prayer that we recite together every Sunday. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven.  Hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
And you’ll find that last line in some of the ancient manuscripts 
as well because as we have compiled this in church tradition 
over the years, we recognize that a bit of all of this belongs!  
And when we recite these things time in and time again, what 
happens is it becomes engraved on our hearts so that we can 
recite it together even with our eyes closed, so that we can 
welcome others into this collective fellowship as this becomes 
the heartbeat of our lives.  As we hear and speak these words 
to God we create a moment of silence that we might listen to 
God in how the ways that prayer might become realized in the 
world around us; it provides a new lens for us to look at the 
world.  We don’t just see the world as it is; we see the world, as 
it ought to be in light of the kingdom that’s revealed in Jesus 
Christ.  And that revelation gives us an energy and a drive and 
a vision that things can change.  That ultimately even when the 
stakes are against us, that ultimately all of this is possible to 
change.  Because the great philosopher, Rocky said: “If you can 
change, and I can change, maybe the whole world can change!”  



That’s a gospel message isn’t it?  Just morphed a little bit into a 
Russian boxing match! 
 
But at the cross we recognize that something of us dies, our 
ego, our focus on ourselves, our selfishness; all that fruit of the 
flesh dies and in baptism we gather in Christ’s resurrection so 
that we might live new lives here and now today, just as Jesus 
proclaims in His great priestly prayer in John, that ultimately 
it’s about knowing God and knowing Jesus Christ whom God 
has sent and so we live in light of that revelation and that 
revelation transforms us from the inside out. 
 
In your bulletins, we have the diagram from last week because 
I recognize that sometimes when I present things for the first 
time, I’m not always the best at that.  And we looked at the 
analogy of the three movements of the Old Testament 
scriptures.  This is on your notes page. 
 
This is the Law, the law provided structure and boundaries and 
answers for Israel as they came out of Egypt and this was a 
good thing!  And then as Israel aged into generations of living, 
the prophets came along to point out “well there’s a critique 
there, you’re not quite living into the people God has for you 
and there’s rupture along the way and there’s a voice from the 
margins, the prophets, that speak truth back into the 
establishment and as a result the establishment often kills the 
prophets.  And that ultimately the movement goes beyond this 
to the wisdom writings of the Old Testament where you 
embrace paradox and mystery and integration.  We find 
comfort and solace through solidarity when we read the Book 
of Job because we know that oftentimes the answers to the 
why of our suffering don’t speak to the depths of the pain 
within our heart and instead we just need friends who will sit 



in silence with us in the chaos and the hurricane of life as we 
seek and strain to hear God’s voice. 
 
This is a maturing pattern that we see go through the Old 
Testament and I think it’s very interesting to map that onto our 
own lives as well.  When we are young, we need structure and 
boundaries, we need a clear command of law and that as we 
grow up through this, and Paul writes about this idea of, “When 
I was a child, I thought like a child, now that I am a man, I think 
like a man.”  As we move into adolescence oftentimes we begin 
to challenge the system that we have been given and we think 
that it can be a prophetic critique, and it can be, but oftentimes 
it just comes off very negative and cynical and that energy will 
only drive you so long. 
 
But maturity moves beyond that critique in being able to 
embrace the good of our upbringing and a vision of how it 
could be better and holding these things in tension as we seek 
to live that truth out in our lives today. 
 
The arrows move us in a process of death and resurrection, 
and you’ll notice that there’s a spiral or a labyrinth in the 
middle there.  The purpose of that is to remind us that all of 
these things belong because oftentimes when we look back on 
life, we recognize that some of the times of greatest growth in 
our character in our relationship with God were through times 
of great struggle. 
 
If I asked you your top three friends in life, your top three, I 
would virtually guarantee that they were with you through 
something painful, they were with you through something 
hard, they were with you through something difficult; they 
were there, weren’t they?  That’s how they got into that circle.  
You might have 800 people on Facebook; those three are the 



ones you want when you get that phone call at 3 in the 
morning.  You don’t need the 800, you need the three.  They 
have been with you through those difficult times, they have 
been part of that character formation for you, and they have 
been with you as God has been maturing you along the path of 
your life. 
 
Prayer moves us through the looking glass to be able to look at 
our whole life, the entirety of it and recognize where God has 
been at work; not necessarily that God has altered these things, 
but God is redeeming these things, that God is using these 
things to form our character that God will redeem them, that 
God will grow us through the difficulty and struggle with them, 
and most importantly, that God is with us, crying those tears 
with those prayers of anguish with us in the midst of these 
things. 
 
In 1997, Steve Jobs came back to Apple Corporation, and they 
kicked off a new campaign series called, “Think different” and 
they pointed out some of the greatest thinkers of human 
history and how they were called fools and they were laughing 
stocks and all of these things, and they were rejected time and 
time again, but they thought differently and as a result they 
began to change the world, and that became kind of 
emblematic of McIntosh’s new focus, Apple Computers new 
focus of changing the way and we look at the world and we 
look at technology becoming re-enchanted with the possibility 
of what people are capable of if they think differently.  This is 
probably the only time you will hear me compare Steve Jobs to 
Jesus, but I think Jesus was on the same sort of mission.  He 
began with those twelve to help them think differently about 
the world they lived in.  In the midst of a Roman occupation 
could they imagine a kingdom of God that would even include 
the Romans as well as the Jewish people who have been 



suffering for years.  They’re would reconciliation through a 
cross, and not just conquest by a cross. 
 
When we learn to think differently, we begin to live differently.  
We are transformed by the renewing of our minds and I want 
to show you an example of this from the South Side of Chicago 
in the video we are going to watch here in a minute. 
 
On the South Side of Chicago she sells seashells.  Theaster 
Gates is a potter, he’s an artist, and he lives on the South Side of 
Chicago in an area I don’t need to tell you about for the 
devastation that has been there over the years, and as an artist, 
with a seminary degree, he is thinking about the way that 
humans live together and the way that things change. 
 
So, we want to experience just a taste of one of the projects 
that he has going on there in the South Side of Chicago, so if we 
could cue that up!  (Video being shown) 
 
Richard says:  We have an opportunity to live the way we want 
somewhere else or to have an exceedingly robust opportunity 
to live and make a fresh thing here – that’s a kingdom of God 
prayer!  That’s a Lord’s Prayer.  Repurposing abandoned 
buildings and moving them from desolation to life and 
recognizing that people live in those spaces and it brings new 
life, and that’s one of the reasons why we remain in this 
historic building, in this historic neighborhood in Huntington is 
we see the power of resurrection and so we live faithfully here, 
carrying forward and beating this drum on the Lord’s Prayer 
and the kingdom of God and living into that future together. 
 
In the Book of Acts, chapter 2, Peter quotes the prophet Joel 
saying, “That dreams and visions will be poured out in men 
and women of all flesh and all blood.  The Holy Spirit will be 



poured out and it will bring a transformed way of looking at 
the world around us.  It will bring a response to this good news 
that the kingdom of God has come in Jesus, so there’s an 
opportunity for newness.   
 
So my question for you this morning, as we wrap up and our 
song leaders are coming forward:  What dreams and visions 
might God pour out on us if we devoted ourselves to prayerful 
action and as we continue to allow the Lord’s Prayer to be 
engraved upon our hearts and to work a transforming work 
within ourselves and within the community around us, within 
this congregation and going forward.  What might change in 
the way you look at your home, the way that you view your job, 
the way that you see your family and your neighborhood, the 
way that you view your time, the way that you see your debts 
and debtors, the way that you view your congregation, the way 
that you view your energy and your neighbor, your daily bread, 
your money.  All of these things are captured in that simple 
prayer that we have discovered in four verses this morning.   
 
After our song, we’re going to go into a congregational meeting 
and it’s going to be a brief one and we want to talk about some 
things and if you’re new with us, you are welcome to stay to 
see how we do business, if you’re a member, we ask that you 
stay so we have a quorum, and so with that we want to sing our 
closing song and then together after that meeting we want to 
celebrate our Children’s Ministry and their open house, so 
please gather with us in celebration this morning. 
 
 


