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 As the crowds increased, Jesus said, “This is a wicked 
generation.  It asks for a miraculous sign, but none will be 
given it except the sign of Jonah.  For as Jonah was a sign to the 
Ninevites, so also will the Son of Man be to this generation.  
The Queen of the South will rise at the judgment with the men 
of this generation and condemn them; for she came from the 
ends of the earth to listen to Solomon’s wisdom, and now one 
greater than Solomon is here.  The men of Nineveh will stand 
up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for 
they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now one greater 
than Jonah is here. 
 “No one lights a lamp and puts it in a place where it will 
be hidden or under a bowl.  Instead he puts it on its stand, so 
that those who come in may see the light.  Your eye is the lamp 
of your body.  When your eyes are good, your whole body also 
is full of light.  But when they are bad, you body also is full of 
darkness.  See to it, then, that the light within you is not 
darkness.  Therefore, if your whole body is full of light, and no 
part of it dark, it will be completely lighted, as when the light of 
a lamp shines on you.” 
 
SERMON: 
 
Last spring, I was out in California attending a conference out 
there, which if you’re ever going to do a conference in March; 
California is a good place to do it!  While I was out there, I was 
walking from the conference and I came across a sign.  And 
while I was there, I saw this sign and decided to take a picture 



of it, I knew somewhere, some way it was going to make its 
way into a sermon.  So, a simple sign, right?  What does this 
sign mean? (It says Dead End)  The road ends, right.  There’s no 
point in going down this road, it’s a dead end.  There is no 
exiting this place, right?  It’s very clear, it’s very simple, we 
know exactly what it means, there’s even a sign below it 
warning “don’t back vehicles into parking spaces or we will 
come along a ticket you.”  They’re very strict on tickets out 
there because parking spaces are at a premium.     
 
Dead End!  Very simple, very straightforward, right?  But with 
the right sorts of eyes, you can walk pass this and you can see 
this sort of dead end that we have categorized and if you go 
beyond the sign, this is what you see!  (The ocean)  That’s my 
kind of dead end!  It’s all a matter of perspective.  If you’re 
trying to get somewhere else then, yes, this is a dead end, but if 
you can recognize the gift of what’s in front of you, then this is 
a sign that welcomes you not to a dead end but to an enjoyable 
afternoon at the beach, relaxing in the crashing of the waves!  It 
was the sort of thing that it all depends on what your eyes are 
looking for that day and what you’re going to find and what 
you’re going to see.  You see there’s a simple truth in life – what 
you look for you will find.  If you expect the best, you will find 
the best, if you expect the worst, you will find the worst!   
 
Our eyes and the way we see things or don’t see things are a 
primary concern for Jesus, all throughout the gospels.  We see 
Jesus healing peoples eyes, time and time again and giving 
them new sight; this becomes an analogy and a picture of what 
happens with spiritual formation and discipleship as well, so 
we begin to see not just the concerns of our life, the concerns of 
this world, but the concerns that weigh heavy on God’s heart.  
The things that weigh heavy on the heart of Jesus. 
 



If you’ve ever talked to somebody who has had cataracts and 
you talk to them after they have had the one of most recent 
surgeries that are available for folks with cataracts, and how all 
of a sudden they can see the world again, or how many of you 
have a friend who is colorblind?  Maybe you don’t know.  
Talking with friends who are colorblind is fascinating because 
they see the world so differently.  Now if you make fun of them, 
they won’t share with you anymore what they see, but if you 
talk with them, it’s incredible to find out, especially if they’re 
not totally colorblind, if they just see colors differently, it’s 
fascinating – so wait!  You see that as green?  Well, yeah, it’s 
green isn’t it?  Not to the rest of us! 
 
The way their eyes work reveal something about what we see 
in the world, we can’t help but see what our eyes reveal to us, 
and so this healing work of eyes that we might see truly and 
clearly where God is at work is something of vast importance 
to God in His work in our life, in the work of this congregation; 
that’s one of the reasons why we’re doing these small group 
studies through Fresh Air, which if you haven’t had a chance to 
sign up for they start this week, and I encourage you to find a 
group to plug into, because the whole group of that study is 
learning to see how the Holy Spirit is operating in your life and 
around you so that you can get on board with that work. 
 
Bob from the Gideons shared this morning in the Men’s Group 
downstairs how oftentimes one of the things they have to drill 
into the Gideons is when you’re walking around and you see a 
Gideon New Testament on a bench in a park, somewhere 
where it looks out of place, your temptation is to pick it up and 
put it someplace where it’s supposed to be, but you have to 
leave it there because it’s there for a divine appointment, it’s 
there for a divine reason.  They have to learn to recognize that 



God is working through that placement, and so you want to 
partner with and not against that placement.   
 
What we see in this passage in Luke’s gospel is Jesus is up to 
something fishy here.  He’s messing with his audience; He is 
pulling them into a different way of looking at things. 
 
So, if you’re not there already, I invite you to turn with me to 
Luke chapter 11.   If you don’t have a Bible, feel free to use one 
of the red pew Bibles in front of you, it’s on page 1088.  We are 
going to start with verse 29.  I’m going to read through this 
again: 
 

As the crowds increased, Jesus said, “This is a wicked 
generation.  It asks for a miraculous sign, but none will be 
given it except the sign of Jonah.   Now real quick, notice what’s 
happening.  The crowds are increasing!  This is always a good 
thing, right?  Numbers increasing is always good, and so Jesus 
leads off with His best foot.  “This is a wicked generation.”  The 
best way to grow a crowd is to insult them.  No!  That’s not His 
goal here. His goal is to help this crowd see passed the miracles 
He’s been doing to see the real mission and heart of God that 
they might be able to join in on this kingdom work that He’s 
doing.  So, right off the bat when He tells them that they’re evil, 
the reason they’re evil is because they are not recognizing the 
work of God in their midst.  In fact, just previously, He had 
been accused of working on behalf of Beelzebub, the Devil or 
Satan, and with that then they’re recognizing this isn’t 
something we want to get on board with, and so Jesus is calling 
them out on that, and He’s saying, You’re asking for a sign, I’ve 
given you everything you need.  The only sign you are going to 
get is the sign of Jonah.  In Matthew’s gospel He links this with 
the resurrection, but this is pre-resurrection when He is talking 
to this crowd.  There’s something else going on here as well, 



not just three days and nights in the belly of a fish, but 
something more than that.  None will be given except the sign 
of Jonah. 

For as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, so also will the 
Son of Man be to this generation.    So Jonah himself was a sign 
to Ninevites and Jesus will be a sign to that generation.   

The Queen of the South, the Queen of Sheba, will rise at 
the judgment with the men of this generation and condemn 
them; for she came from the ends of the earth to listen to 
Solomon’s wisdom, and now one greater than Solomon is here.  
The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this 
generation and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching 
of Jonah, and now one greater than Jonah is here. 
 “No one lights a lamp and puts it in a place where it will 
be hidden or under a bowl.  Instead he puts it on its stand, so 
that those who come in may see the light.  Your eye is the lamp 
of your body.  When your eyes are good, your whole body also 
is full of light.  But when they are bad, you body also is full of 
darkness.  See to it, then, that the light within you is not 
darkness.  Therefore, if your whole body is full of light, and no 
part of it dark, it will be completely lighted, as when the light of 
a lamp shines on you.” 
 
As I mentioned before, the crowds were increasing and so He 
calls them a wicked generation building friendships and 
influencing people because they were asking for a sign, but 
there was no sign but the sign of Jonah, and as I mentioned 
before there’s this resurrection piece that connects in with 
that, but there’s more to it than that.  Jonah himself is a sign, 
not just that Jonah was in a fish.  So let’s talk a little bit about 
the prophet Jonah: 
 
Prophet Jonah was known as a nationalist, patriotic, prophet.  
He prophesized good news for Israel at a time when they were 



getting their butts kicked by their neighbors militarily and he 
said, “This king is going to take back this land.”  And in 2 Kings, 
it references back how it was fulfilled just as the prophet Jonah 
had said. 
 
Later on then, when they are writing down the witness and the 
experience of Jonah.  Jonah would not want to go to Nineveh 
because he loved Israel, and Nineveh which is now near 
modern day Mosul and Iraq was the site of the baddest of the 
bad in the old days; they were the worst of the worst.  The 
Syrians and the Ninevites were feared by everyone because of 
their destructiveness, because of how ungodly they were 
towards their enemies.  They weren’t just enemies, they were 
like Satan incarnate to the world around them because of the 
wounds that they inflicted on the world around them.   
 
So the prophet Jonah, a diehard, Galilean dyed-in-the-wool 
Israelite, Hebrew of Hebrews to be called to go to Nineveh is a 
real stretch.  I want to take a moment to go to the Book of 
Jonah; it’s a really short book in the Old Testament.  It’s going 
to take about 5 minutes to read through this and I want you to 
listen to Jonah’s experience.  I know many of you are familiar 
with this because you probably saw flannel graphs when you 
were a kid and I know we have the Jonah and the Whale Bean 
Bag Toss for the kids to play with and that, but I want you to 
listen to this with fresh ears and new eyes this morning, okay? 
 
I am going to read to you from the Book of Jonah:   
 
 The word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai: “Go to 
the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its 
wickedness has come up before me.” 
 



Now again, Nineveh, what they did for a pastime, they would 
take their enemies and crucify them on the walls of their own 
city so they could hear the moaning and groaning of their 
enemies.  When they conquered the people, one of the things 
they would do is they would go around the waistline and they 
would cut the skin and they would peel it back up so the 
person was still alive and then they would make them run 
around the streets until they collapsed and died.  These are as 
bad as it gets; whatever foe you have out there in your mind, 
the baddest of the bad, that’s them, it could be the Nazi’s, it 
could be ISIS; Nineveh takes the cake!  These are bad dudes! 
 

“Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, 
because its wickedness has come up before me.”  But Jonah ran 
away from the Lord and headed for Tarshish.  He went down to 
Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port.  After paying 
the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from 
the Lord.  Always a good plan, run from God!  We’ll see how 
that turns out for Jonah. 

Then the Lord sent a great wind on the sea, and such a 
violent storm arose that the ship threatened to break up.  All 
the sailors were afraid and each cried out to his own god.  And 
they threw the cargo into the sea to lighten the ship.  First 
detail, the ship that he’s on is a Pagan ship.  They all have 
various gods that they worship.  They’re not worshipping the 
true God. 
 But Jonah had gone below deck, where he lay down and 
fell into a deep sleep.  The captain went to him and said, “How 
can you sleep?  Get up and call on your god!  Maybe he will take 
notice of us, and we will not perish.”  Jonah’s probably thinking, 
No, He already took notice, that’s part of the problem! 
 Then the sailors said to each other, “Come, let us cast lots 
to find out who is responsible for this calamity.”  They cast lots 
and the lot fell on Jonah. 



 So they asked him, “Tell us, who is responsible for making 
all this trouble for us?  What do you do?  Where do you come 
from?  What is your country?  From what people are you?” 
 He answered, “I am a Hebrew and I worship the Lord, the 
God of heaven, who made the sea and the land.” 
 This terrified them and they asked, “What have you 
done?”  (They knew he was running away from the Lord, 
because he had already told them so.) 
 The sea was getting rougher and rougher.  So they asked 
him, “What should we do to you to make the sea calm down for 
us?” 
 “Pick me up and throw me into the sea,” he replied, “and it 
will become calm.  I know that it is my fault that this great 
storm has come upon you.” 
 Instead, the men did their best to row back to land.  
They’re loyal pagans, they might be pagans but they don’t want 
to sacrifice an innocent man.  But they could not, for the sea 
grew even wilder than before.  Then they cried to the Lord, “O 
Lord, please do not let us die for taking this man’s life.  Do not 
hold us accountable for killing an innocent man, for you, O 
Lord, have done as you pleased.”  Then they took Jonah and 
threw him overboard, and the raging sea grew calm.  At this 
the men greatly feared the Lord, and they offered a sacrifice to 
the Lord and made vows to him. 
 But the Lord provided a great fish to swallow Jonah, and 
Jonah was inside the fish three days and three nights. 
 From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the Lord his God.  He 
said: 
 “In my distress I called to the Lord, and he answered me.  
From the depths of the grave I called for help, and you listened 
to my cry.  You hurled me into the deep, into the very heart of 
the seas, and the currents swirled about me; all your waves 
and breakers swept over me.  I said, ‘I have been banished from 
your sight; yet I will look again toward your holy temple.  The 



engulfing waters threatened me, the deep surrounded me; 
seaweed was wrapped around my head.  To the roots of the 
mountains I sank down; the earth beneath barred me in 
forever.  But you brought my life up from the pit, O Lord my 
God. 
 “When my life was ebbing away, I remembered you, Lord, 
and my prayer rose to you, to your holy temple.   
 “Those who cling to worthless idols forfeit the grace that 
could be theirs.  But I, with a song of thanksgiving, will sacrifice 
to you.  What I have vowed I will make good.  Salvation comes 
from the Lord.” 
 And the Lord commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah 
onto dry land. 
 
Real quick, Nineveh happened to worship a god that in some 
languages was called Dega and in some other languages were 
called other things, but ultimately what it boiled down to the 
name of this god, it always took the form of a great fish.  The 
god that the Ninevites worships was a giant fish that 
commanded the sea, and what we see here in Jonah is the Lord 
God commanding their god to run his errands for them.  So 
when Jonah gets vomited onto land, there’s a pretty big sign for 
Nineveh there, that “wait a minute, there’s someone greater 
than our god at work!” 
 

Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time: 
“Go to the great city of Nineveh and proclaim to it the message 
I give you.”” 
 Jonah obeyed the word of the Lord and went to Nineveh.  
Now Nineveh was a very important city – a visit required three 
days.  On the first day, Jonah started into the city.  He 
proclaimed: “Forty more days and Nineveh will be 
overturned.”  The Ninevites believed God.  They declared a fast, 
and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth.   



That’s some preaching!  Forty more days and Nineveh will be 
overturned and everyone repents on the spot and they all put 
on sackcloth and ashes as a sign of repentance and mourning 
over the great wickedness they had been a part of.   
 
Now notice this:  When the news reached the king of Nineveh,  
(The people didn’t wait for the king to do any of this.  This was 
a grassroots evangelism, and when the people all turned, 
notice what happens to the politicians, the politicians also see 
what’s going on and they get on board with it.)  When the news 
reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off 
his royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in 
the dust.  (Remember what I said about what these people 
were known for and what they did to their enemies.  Jonah is 
an enemy.  He’s an Israelite.  They have been warring back and 
forth through the Syrians.  The attitude of them when they hear 
the word of God calling for their repentance is they 
immediately repent.  What did the pagan sailors do when they 
were told what they needed to do to appease God?  They 
immediately did it.  So far every pagan in the story has 
repented and done what God wants them to do.  Jonah is the 
only one who has shown any resistance to God at this point.)
 “By the decree of the king and his nobles: 
 Do not let any man or beast, herd or flock, taste anything; 
do not let them eat or drink.  But let man and beast be covered 
with sackcloth.  Let everyone call urgently on God.  Let them 
give up their evil ways and their violence.  Who knows?  God 
may yet relent and with compassion turn from his fierce anger 
so that we will not perish.” 
 When God saw what they did and how they turned from 
their evil ways, he had compassion and did not bring upon 
them the destruction he had threatened. 
 
But this is not the end of the story. 



 
 Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry.  He 
prayed to the Lord, “O Lord, is this not what I said when I was 
still at home?  That is why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish.  I 
knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God; slow to 
anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending 
calamity.  Now O Lord, take away my life, for it is better for me 
to die than to live.” 
 But the Lord replied, “Have you any right to be angry?” 
 Jonah went out and sat down at a place east of the city.  
There he made himself a shelter, sat in its shade and waited to 
see what would happen to the city.  Then the Lord God 
provided a vine and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade 
for his head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very happy 
about the vine.  But at dawn the next day God provided a 
worm, which chewed the vine so that it withered.  When the 
sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, and the sun 
blazed on Jonah’s head so that he grew faint.  He wanted to die, 
and said, “It would be better for me to die than to live.”  It’s a 
pretty deep-seated hatred Jonah has for the Ninevites isn’t it.  
 But God said to Jonah, “Do you have a right to be angry 
about the vine?” 
 “I do,” he said.  “I am angry enough to die.”  Best way to 
spite your enemies!  “I am angry enough to die.” 
 But the Lord said, “You have been concerned about this 
vine, though you did not tend it or make it grow.  It sprang up 
overnight and died overnight.  But Nineveh has more than a 
hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their 
right hand from their left, and many cattle as well.  Should I not 
be concerned about that great city?”  And it ends with a 
question from God to Jonah.  “Should I not be concerned about 
that great city?” 
 



When Jesus references the sign of Jonah, He is pointing out that 
this is good news of a gracious God for even the enemies of 
God’s people, and so this witness must be carried forth when 
He references then, when He goes on to talk about the Queen of 
the South, the Queen of Sheba will rise at the judgment with 
the men of this generation and condemn them.  Her story was 
such that she heard about Solomon’s wisdom, and so she came 
to see Solomon and test and see if he truly was of God, 
discovered that he was and gave an exchange of gifts that they 
might have an alliance, so she could learn from his wisdom in 
following the ways of God, she was a Gentile, she got it!  She got 
on board with it!   
 
People of Nineveh, again, the baddest of the bad in the Old 
Testament, they got it and they repented, and it’s ironic 
because Jonah is the reluctant prophet, he doesn’t want them 
to repent because he wants them to get what they’ve got 
coming to them, and he knows the way he operates and he 
desires is not the way God operates and what God desires.  We 
read later on in the epistles that God desires all men to be 
saved and so He raises up a people to proclaim that message so 
that there might be repentance so that people may come from 
every tribe and every nation and turn from their own 
wickedness and turn towards the way of the Lord, and this 
means a different way of being in the world; it means setting 
aside the old boundaries and prejudices that come to us so 
naturally in our own humanity, so that instead, the gospel of 
the kingdom that knows no boundaries or borders could be 
proclaimed. 
 
Then he goes into this brief parable at the end:  “No one lights a 
lamp and puts it in a place where it will be hidden or under a 
bowl, instead he puts it on a stand so that those who come in 
may see the light.  The eye is the lamp of your body; when your 



eyes are good your whole body is also full of light, but when 
they are bad, you body is full of darkness.  See to it then the 
light within you is not darkness.  Therefore, if your whole body 
is full of light and no part of it dark, it will be completely 
lighted as when the light of a lamp shines on you. 
 
What Jesus is doing with His audience is He’s saying; I want 
your light to shine, but I want it to really be light.  I want it to 
really be light.  You see in the ancient world the way they 
understood eyes, when they talked about good and healthy 
eyes, modern anatomy has taught us that light comes into our 
eyes and then it reflects back into our brains and our brains 
interpret the light as different shapes, sizes and colors, well 
most of us get the colors, but with that then that was not what 
the ancient world understood.  The ancient world believed that 
that light was within and that light came out through your eye.  
That light came out through your eye to the rest of the world 
around you and so what was within you if it was light, then 
light would come forward, and if it were dark, then darkness 
would come forward.  There is some truth to that even 
metaphorically, isn’t it?   
 
What He is saying though, there’s a real poignant moment 
there.  This one little sentence He says: “Therefore make sure 
that the light than is within you is true light.”  That it’s true 
light!  He’s raising a warning that it’s possible for us to think 
that we have good news that’s really not good news.  That 
there’s a darkness that can still be harbored within our hearts 
and still allow us to play into the games of the world instead of 
being focused on the very heartbeat of God for His creation and 
for His people and for the world. 
 
There’s a lot going on in the Middle East right now.  There’s a 
lot of destruction going on.  There’s a lot of ministry going on 



too.  When you talk to missionaries that are over there 
working, oftentimes nationals because the foreigners are too 
much of a red flag and it’s too dangerous for the churches then, 
but the nationals who are still working there, who are still 
bearing witness to the cross are seeing even ISIS members 
come to Christ and members of other terrorist groups in the 
region come to Christ because they are being presented with 
the cross instead of with bullets and bombs. 
 
There’s one member of ISIS, this is a story that has gone pretty 
international, but still been pretty quiet, he was actually in 
charge of beheading Christians in Mosul and in that region, and 
he became a Christian, he converted because two of the 
prisoners that he beheaded, one said: “I am praying for you.” 
And the next one in addition to praying for him gave him a 
Bible, which he began to read in secret.  He’s converted 
because at the end of the day, they follow the witness of Jesus 
and they pray the sort of thing that says, “Father forgive them, 
they know not what they do.” 
 
Jonah didn’t want to go to Nineveh because Nineveh was the 
enemy.  He knew God would be gracious and merciful towards 
Nineveh and he wanted no part of that.  God is still in the 
business of being gracious and merciful and calling us to 
repentance and that’s ultimately what changes those 
situations.  Know if we are Christians who believe in the cross 
and we believe that the cross is God’s answer to evil and sin 
and injustice then we can say that evil and injustice are 
conquered by bullets and bomb; at best, they stem back some 
water but there’s plenty of holes in that dam and it breeds 
more and more wickedness and destruction and violence. 
 
So the lesson for us is to proclaim the cross, to bear witness 
with the cross and support those who are on the ground living 



the cross, so that ultimately their light can shine brightly, and 
we continue to do the same on a much, much less serious, less 
intense scale. 
 
Last week, we had a visitor with us here in this congregation, 
his name is John Sibek and he is an itinerate evangelist, that 
means he moves around from place to place only he doesn’t 
drive a car.  He hikes for Jesus is what he calls it.  I call it very 
sore feet!  He’s been doing this for 30 years.  He’s a registered 
evangelist with the Southern Baptist Church, the denomination 
and what was hardest for him last weekend was that he came 
to 4 or 5 other churches before he showed up at St. Pete’s here 
on Saturday.  He had been rejected from every church he had 
gone to before he came here, and so he had gotten in a 
wrestling match with God in prayer and he told God, “Fine, 
whichever church finally helps me, I’m going there on Sunday!”  
That’s a big thing for him, you got to realize, he has credentials 
and everything and he’s Baptist!  That’s who he is through and 
through, and we’re the ones who helped him, and so he showed 
up and he came and he was here for our baptism service and I 
got to assist him on his way Monday morning then and you all 
messed with him!  It was fun hearing his story on Monday 
because many of you, well maybe not many of you, several of 
you, a good number came up to him to ask if he needed 
anything and then made sure he got connected with whatever 
he needed.  Some of you did this out of your own pocket, some 
of you did this by just connecting with him, some of you did 
this by encouraging him to talk to so-and-so here in the church 
who has access to resources, and it was beautiful!  It totally 
messed with him, because this is not the sort of church 
experience he is used to. 
 
That baptism service?  In his background they don’t baptize 
infants, so that was a stretch for him and when he was talking 



with his home-based pastor about why his support was so late, 
he mentioned this and they talked about it and so his pastor, 
you know they’re going back and forth, and he is like, “Yeah, 
but God was in it!”  You all stretched him that way.  You all 
pushed his boundaries!  You let your light shine in those 
moments because in those moments as the author of Hebrews 
reminds us, “You don’t know when you’re entertaining angels.”  
And so when we welcome somebody, when we receive 
someone, no matter what they look like, no matter what their 
background has been or their experience has been we are 
letting our light shine, a gospel of a gracious God!  This is good 
news! 
 
I mentioned about the evangelism that’s going on in the Middle 
East.  There’s also a lot of hardship going on in the Middle East 
and right now there is a global opportunity that right here in 
northeast Indiana we might get a chance to respond to as well.  
There’s an opportunity for us as a global church to be working 
with the Syrian refugee crisis, to set aside any prejudices that 
we might naturally and maybe even rightfully have and instead 
to aid refugees in their hour of need to come alongside of them 
and support them.  It’s a simple ministry called “We Welcome 
Refugees” its in partnership with World Relief.  I’m going to be 
continuing to receive information but there are degrees of 
involvement as with everything.   
 
One is to be praying for the refugee crisis.  Another is to 
partner with a church in a country that is receiving refugees to 
help them support refugees financially as they are hosting. 
Another tier of support and partnership in this is to actually 
open our church or our homes to refugees as the U.S. 
Government allows them to come through the border if they 
allow them to come through the border, and the point of this is 
to demonstrate the love of Christ in an act of concrete 



hospitality to welcome families in their hour of need who have 
been totally thrown for a loop by the violence of that region.  
This is the worst refugee crisis since WW II.  
 
In WW II many nations around the world opened their borders 
and received refugees and helped to rebuild those nations and 
it’s my hope and prayer that the church can set an example in 
doing those very things, that we might welcome refugees.  
 
Tomorrow, there’s a meeting in Fort Wayne that’s going to be 
discussing these things for northeast Indiana.  I am unable to 
attend but a friend of mine is going to give us some information 
about what comes out of that meeting.  If someone would like 
to attend that meeting on my behalf, please, I’ll give you the 
information.  In the meantime, if this is something that’s laying 
on your heart, maybe even against your desires, but you can 
see where this might be a ministry opportunity for the 
kingdom of God, come talk to me, let me know because I would 
like to know how much of this is something God is laying on 
individuals hearts and how much of this is something that God 
might be laying on our congregation’s heart.  Whether or not 
this is something wherein there are other congregations in 
town as well that share this heartbeat for ministry. 
 
Now the harder part:  Highland Church of Christ in Texas last 
week hosted a prayer vigil for the Syrian refugee crisis and 
they had many local congregations participating.  Some of the 
things they prayed for:  confession for our silence and our 
turning away, prayers for millions suffering in the midst of 
conflicts in wars around the globe, prayers for Christians in 
Syria and Iraq, prayers in Syria from the ancient church.  A lot 
of us probably don’t realize but Christianity began in the 
Middle East and it is still vibrant there.  This is a threat to it, 
and so is deporting these Christians to the United States.  We 



don’t want them all to come here because we want the church 
to maintain a faithful witness there.   
 
A prayer for enslaved women and children, a prayer for 
refugees, a prayer for nations and churches in communities 
and individuals to welcome the litany of refugees, a prayer for 
our enemies and a call to action. 
 
And I want to share with you a prayer for the enemies, from 
the gentleman who wrote this and I want to deliver this as a 
prayer for us because, as I mentioned it is hard to pray for our 
enemies.  Jonah didn’t want to do it, we don’t want to do it and 
I think it was even hard for Christ on the cross to do it, but 
some of His final words were for His enemies:  “Father forgive 
them for they know not what they do.” 
 
So I don’t come to you as someone who has my own emotions 
sorted out on this, I come to you as someone whose maybe 
even angrier as some of you about what’s going on over there 
right now, but I invite you to join with me in a prayer that goes 
against my heart and desires but fits with the desires for the 
kingdom of God: 
 
“Father, Son and Holy Spirit, we tremble before this cup.  Give 
us the strength to drink it, this our prayer for our enemies.  We 
confess that we are but dust.  We do not have the strength to 
carry this burden so fill us with your Holy Spirit.  May your 
spirit intercede for us in this moment for nothing draws us to 
this prayer, and we confess that we kneel before you more out 
of obedience than grace.  Obedience to the One who 
commanded us to love our enemies and pray for those who 
persecute us. We pray for our enemies because the love of 
Christ compels us.  Father we pray for our enemies.  We pray 
for ISIS and in doing so we face in this moment the terrible 



mystery of our faith, the stumbling block, the scandal of the 
cross.  Give us your spirit Father so that we will not falter in 
this, our great test to carry the cross.  Give us the strength to 
carry the burden of this love.  We pray for our enemies.  We 
pray for ISIS. We pray for their repentance, their conversion 
and their salvation.  We pray, dear Father that you carry these 
words through your spirit to our enemies.  We pray that these 
words pierce their hearts and trouble their souls.  Father may 
your spirit move in the hearts of our enemies to hear these 
words. Dear brothers hear the word of the Lord, no more!  No 
more!   Dear brothers repent!  Repent and believe the good 
news that the kingdom of God is in your midst.  Dear brothers, 
the kingdom of God is there in the faces of those you kill and 
rape. Dear brothers the kingdom you seek is there weeping, 
pleading in front of you.  Dear brothers, can you see it?  Can 
you see through the lies of the Evil One?  Dear brothers, my 
God, your God, the God of Abraham is a god of peace and love.  
So no more dear brothers, No more!  Do not do this terrible 
thing.  Repent and believe the good news.  We’re all children of 
God; we’re all brothers and sisters.  Repent for God is a god of 
love. 
 
Father in heaven carry these words by your spirit; carry these 
words to our enemies.  Wound them with our love and yours. 
Amen.” 
 
As our song leaders are coming forward, I invite you to take 
time to reflect on where the Holy Spirit might be inviting you to 
join in a global ministry at this time. Maybe it’s to pray for the 
refugees, maybe it’s to continue praying for our enemies.  
Maybe it’s continuing to pray, not only for our soldiers but also 
for soldiers on all sides of this conflict because the kingdom of 
God knows no boundaries and every one of them is 
somebody’s child.  Maybe it’s more than just prayer.  Maybe it’s 



financial or opening your house up, whatever it might be, obey, 
or you might get swallowed up by a giant fish! 


