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Matthew 16: 21-23 
 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he 
must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, 
chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on 
the third day be raised to life. 
 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.  “Never, Lord!” he 
said.  “This shall never happen to you!” 
 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan!  You are a 
stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but 
the things of men.” 
  
Matthew 21:1-17 
  As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go to the 
village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with 
her colt by her.  Untie them and bring them to me.  If anyone says 
anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send 
them right away.” 
 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 
 “Say to the Daughter of Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle 
and riding on a donkey, on a colt, a foal of a donkey.’” 
 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them.  They 
brought the donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus 
sat on them.  A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road.   The 
crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, 
 “Hosanna to the Son of David!” 
 “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
 “Hosanna in the highest!” 
 
 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and 
asked, “Who is this?” 
 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth 
in Galilee.” 
 Jesus entered the temple area and drove out all who were buying 
and selling there.   He overturned the tables of the moneychangers and 



the benches of those selling doves.  “It is written,” he said to them, “My 
house will be called a house of prayer, but you are making it a den of 
robbers.” 
 The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed 
them.  But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the 
wonderful things he did and the children shouting in the temple area, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David,” they were indignant. 
 “Do you hear what these children are saying?” they asked him. 
 “Yes,” replied Jesus, “have you never read, 
 “From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise?” 
 And he left them and went out of the city to Bethany, where he 
spent the night. 
 
 
When you think about sloth we often think of things that are lazy, right? 
because when we think even about the name and the attribute of it,    
there’s an animal that gets named sloth, right?  And what do we know 
about sloth? If you’ve ever seen them in the zoo – what do we know 
about them?  What do they do? What are they like?  Very lazy – what do 
they do all day?  Sleep and then what do they do all day when they’re 
not sleeping?  Eat! And then they move really fast right?  No, they just 
hang out literally, they hang around all….day….long.   They haven’t 
found much of a use for them, except eating them. That’s what we 
associate with sloth.   
 
When you start digging into the history of sloth, especially in Christian 
theology and going back to the church fathers and the desert mothers 
sloth was referred to as the Noon Day Demon!  The reason being is they 
recognize that they came and the monks in their cells felt sloth most 
frequently after lunch in the heat of the day, as they were sitting back in 
their cell by themselves, and what they experienced was deep 
frustration with being in a cell by themselves with this duty to pray or 
sit in silence and they didn’t want to – they wanted to be around others 
– there was a temptation for them to flee their cell and go back into the 
city, and yet there was this attribute that gets recognized that this 
happened consistently enough that they attributed it to a capital vice.  
And remember, these are folks who left civilization to try and seek God 
and recognize that within their soul there is a resistance to this.  
 



So when we’re defining sloth, what we find in classic Christian literature 
is this:  Sloth is an indifference to my soul, my neighbor and God, it’s an 
indifference, it’s a lack of concern for, it’s an apathy.   The way that they 
talk about this, Aquinas writes:  “It is a resistance to the demands of 
divine love.”  Specifically, the divine good in us which in Aquinas’s 
phrasing, the divine good in us is talking about that part of God which 
enters into us in salvation – the Holy Spirit that works with us to live a 
life that reflects the love of Christ. And so it’s a resistance to that peace; 
it’s an indifference towards that, it’s saying “Well, I want to get saved, 
but I don’t want to be transformed. I don’t want to change the way that I 
live, I don’t want to become (I’m going to bust out an old $10 word) 
sanctified.  I don’t want to become holy; I just want to enjoy the fruits of 
salvation. I want it all – I don’t want to pay the cost for it.” 
 
The way this plays out is in 2 different ways – whether it’s the monk’s 
cell or in modern society, is escapism, whether it’s real escapism where 
they literally got up out of the cell and ran back into civilization or in the 
life of the mind, where they thought about all the things that they would 
rather be doing  than praying, or worshipping or focusing in on the 
work that God had called them to.  
 
The other way that it plays out, aside from escapism is despair or 
inactivity – this is why it becomes associated with the sloth itself, right?  
Because when we think of animals that don’t do much and seem very 
inactive and slow, we think of the animal that we have come to know as 
sloth.   
 
Here’s the thing though, when we focus on that aspect of sloth, it’s really 
funny how that works because then we begin to talk about sloth as 
being lazy – when you’re sitting on the couch just watching TV, channel 
after channel after channel and we say, well, that’s sloth! And so the 
response then that people have is, “Well, I’m not slothful because I work 
50 hours a week! And when I’m done working 50 hours a week, I go 
home and I work more! And then I work more, and then I work more, 
until I finally pass out in front of the television because I have nothing 
left to give.   But what’s interesting is remember the other aspect of 
sloth? There was the inactivity part – what was the first one?  Escapism 
right?  The indifference gets played out through escapism or it gets 
played out through inactivity.  One of the ways that we can escape the 



demands of love is being so busy that we don’t have time for spiritual 
things, like Sabbath or worship, or celebration or meals in fellowship, or 
prayer or studying scripture.   You see how now all of a sudden in a 
world that’s constantly on the go we can think about sloth being a very 
pervasive vice for us?  
 
How does skipping a stone work? Well, apparently, you have to throw it 
really hard, but you throw it really hard at a specific angle so that what?  
It hits the water and then it skims, skips and it’s spinning.  It never stops 
spinning, and if it ever stops spinning, what happens to the stone?  It 
sinks!  How many of us in life talk about all the effort we put in to 
keeping all the plates spinning?  Because if the plate stops spinning, 
what happens?  It crashes, and it falls apart.  
 
We run life so fast that we skim along the surface of it and we miss the 
real depths of the good life that God blessed us with. At the end of their 
life, I have never heard  somebody say, “I wish I have worked more, I 
wish I had made more money.” I’ve not heard that yet.  I’ve heard lots of 
people express regrets about not enough time with family, I’ve heard 
lots of folks express regrets about that thing that they love, the passion 
that they had that they set aside in the name of other things; sometime 
good things!  Because it’s always the good things that compete for our 
attention isn’t it?  It’s never the bad things, it’s the good things.  
 
But in the cause of good things, we often sacrifice the great things; and 
so we go along skipping on the surface of our lives and we miss the real 
depths, the blessings that God has called us to.  We forget that all of our 
life is a gift from God and what we do with it matters.  So when we look 
to the life of Christ, we see someone who is on a mission responding  to 
the divine love that He was assured of.  
 
So, if you’re not there already, I invite you to turn with me to Matthew, 
chapter 16.   Because this is one of the first places where Jesus in 
Matthew’s gospel begins to share with His disciples what His life is 
shadowed in.  
 
Matthew 16:21-28:   “From that time on Jesus began to explain to his 
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the 
hands of the elders, the chief priests and teachers of the law.” 



So you’ll notice at the beginning of it what it says there is it says that 
from that time on.  You know that raises a question for you, if you read 
the text closely you begin to wonder – from that time on; well, what was 
from that time on?  What had just happened in the scene before is Peter 
had just confessed that Jesus was the Messiah – it’s the first time that 
the disciples caught it – it’s the first time they realize Jesus is the 
Messiah and so we want to live that out – we want to follow, we want to 
pursue and we want to obey.  
 
So then Jesus says, “Ok, now I need to explain to you what Messiah 
means. This is what it means:  I’m going to go to Jerusalem, I’m going to 
suffer at the hands of the religious and political leaders of the day 
because they are resisting God’s work in their midst.  They’re resisting 
the kingdom that I’m bringing with me, and because of that, I am going 
to suffer and I’m going to die – don’t worry, 3 days later, I’ll be back and 
we’ll get this thing sorted out.”  That’s the Richard paraphrased 
translation.  
 
Where we see an example of this from the Old Testament; there is 
judgment that comes down on Sodom and Gomorrah.  Now that 
judgment for Sodom and Gomorrah, according to the prophet Ezekiel, is 
because of their lack of hospitality to strangers, because they hoarded 
their wealth and they kept outsiders out.  One of the ways they kept 
outsiders out is when outsiders would come in, they would threaten 
them with horrific things like rape and that is what kept the outsiders 
out.  Now that might be different than how you heard Sodom and 
Gomorrah talked about before.  The reality is, that’s what scripture says 
Sodom and Gomorrah was about.  
 
What happens at the end of the story, Lot and his family flee from 
Sodom and Gomorrah – remember, they’re the ones the angels came to 
rescue because Abraham, who is friends with God and who walks with 
God, says, “Lord, you can’t destroy Sodom and Gomorrah, there’s got to 
be some righteous people there, right?  Send your angels down – if you 
can find even 10 righteous people, will you destroy the city?”  And he 
negotiates with God and God says, “Ok, if I can find any, I’ll spare them.  
I’ll spare the whole city if I can find anyone who is righteous.” And He 
can’t find anyone in the whole city who is righteous.  So Lot who had 
hosted these angels, who showed hospitality to them, they give him 



warning and say, “Look, you gotta get out of Dodge, because we’re going 
to deal with this, we’re done with it, we’re sick of it, it’s done.”  And so 
they call down judgment.  As they call down judgment, Lot and his 
family, his wife and his daughters flee from the city; and then there’s 
one verse at the end of the story that says Lot’s wife looked back, and as 
she looked back at the destruction of the city, she turned into a pillar of 
salt.  Now that region, that geography, there are pillars of salt all over 
the place in that area, and they attribute one as, “Well, that’s Lot’s wife.” 
It’s kind of cool if you go there and see that.  
 
What’s interesting, the whole point of this, Lot’s wife becomes an image 
for Aquinas and all the other church fathers of sloth, because God had 
called them into a liberation away from the injustice, away from the evil 
of their city and as they were fleeing, she looked back with reluctance 
and longing towards that old life.  
 
Keith Greene has a song that he sings about the Exodus where he says, 
“So you want to go back to Egypt.” And that’s what we see in the life of 
Israel when they go out into the wilderness, right? “Well, at least back in 
Egypt we had food to eat regularly, Moses.  Why did you bring us out 
here so we could die?”  That’s sloth.  It’s this resistance, this desire to go 
back to the life that we lived before the demands of love were put on our 
life by Christ.  Jesus picks up on this theme in His own life.  There’s a 
constant temptation for Jesus to take a shortcut to try and get the fruit 
of salvation without going through the cross.  That’s why when Peter 
said, “Nonsense Lord, we’re not going to let that happen to you.” Jesus 
said, “Get behind me Satan!”  Harsh!  Harsh!    
 
How many of you, you have a friend and you tell them, “I’m going to 
have to go suffer these things” and your friend says, “No, we’re not going 
to let that happen to you” and your response is “Get behind me Satan!” 
Right?  That’s pretty harsh to treat a friend that way, especially a friend 
who is looking out for your own interest, a friend who is concerned 
about your wellbeing.  But Peter at that point is threatening to derail 
Jesus from His mission.  From recognizing in challenging the powers 
that be, He was going to suffer on that cross, He was going to die, but He 
also trusted He would be vindicated ultimately in the resurrection, and 
that this would be part of it.  His work on the cross would ultimately 
deal with sin in such a deep fundamental way that it would begin to 



transform people from the inside out, and God’s will could be realized 
on earth as it is in heaven.  That’s the way that we pray that Lord’s 
Prayer.   Jesus sees this. 
 
Ultimately what happens a couple of chapters later, if you turn with me 
to Matthew 21:  we have the triumphal entry.   Jesus enters into 
Jerusalem and He comes from the Mount of Olives.  Now the Mount of 
Olives is east of Jerusalem.  Just a week earlier, Pontius Pilate had come 
from his resort in the western side of Israel and he had entered through 
the western part of the city, Jesus is coming in from the eastern part of 
the city.  He is directly throwing down the gauntlet, “You want to follow 
Rome and the way they do things?  Or do you want to follow Yahweh 
and His kingdom?”  He’s directly facing off against the political powers 
of the day.  
 
Then, you will notice as he enters in, what happens?  They take a foal 
and he rides on a donkey into Jerusalem – here comes your king, meek 
and mild on the foal of a donkey.  He comes in, and what is He greeted 
with?  Men begin to lay down their cloaks on the ground and ultimately 
the children and the men and the whole city they begin to cut off palm 
fronds,  and they wave them because the palm fronds were a sign of the 
coming of God’s Messiah, it was a sign of God’s deliverance.  “Lord, save 
us!  Hosanna!, Hosanna in the highest!  Lord, save us!” They’re crying 
out; they’re embracing what Jesus is all about.  
 
But the religious leaders of the day weren’t on board with  what Jesus 
was doing, and so they begin to rebuke, not only the crowd, but they 
rebuke Him!  “Can you hear what these people are saying?  Do you hear 
what these children are saying?” They asked Him.   “Yes,” Jesus replied, 
“Have you never read, “From the lips of children and infants you have 
ordained praise!”  He takes this parade from the Mount of Olives, down 
across the valley, into the city of Jerusalem,  he is being greeted by the 
crowds who are welcoming Him there.  He walks straight into the 
temple – this is where some scholars say – this is where he overturns 
the tables, this is where he chases out the animals, this is where He 
reestablishes the temple as a house of prayer for all nations, not just a 
place of prayer for the Jewish people, because at that point, they have 
been scattering out and pushing out from the Gentile port; it was also a 



place for financial exploitation for religious gain.  It’s a good thing we 
don’t see that happening anymore.  
 
What happens with this then?  Jesus throws down the gauntlet with the 
religious leaders, “You have corrupted the faith! You have corrupted the 
tradition! You have lost sight of the things that really matter to God, and 
because you’ve lost sight of that, you in turn have turned away from 
God, and you have prevented others from coming to God and I am going 
to reestablish this!”   
 
The blind and lame come to Him in the temple.  The blind and lame 
coming into the temple, in the theology of the day would have corrupted 
the temple; they were not allowed into the temple area.  Him healing 
them in the temple is a declaration that God’s grace, purity and holiness 
is not threatened by a corrupted world.  A corrupted world is 
threatened by God’s grace and God’s holiness.   You don’t have to worry 
about God’s grace and holiness being contaminated.  The world has to 
be worried about getting infected with grace and being transformed 
from the inside out.  Jesus forces the issue.  We know what happens then 
with Good Friday.  
 
Maundy Thursday, which we are going to have a service 
commemorating and we invite you to come up to Central Christian and 
celebrate that with us, but Maundy Thursday is the Last Supper; it’s a 
powerful time for Jesus – it’s where He institutes communion, the Lord’s 
table  - the Last Supper, and He invites His followers to always celebrate 
this on His behalf and in remembrance of Him.  Remembering what He 
has done, so that they can live that out in their own lives. 
 
Now, with that, what happens at the table; this is the thing that 
fascinates me about this – Jesus has people at the table who are going to 
abandon Him.  He has people at the table who are not going to be 
faithful.  He has Thomas at the table, and what do we know about 
Thomas?  Thomas, after the resurrection, becomes famous being 
Doubting Thomas because he sticks his fingers in Jesus’ side and he still 
doubts whether or not it’s really Jesus.  There’s all sorts of mixed up 
views and thoughts with the disciples that night, and yet Jesus  
welcomes all of them to the table.  
 



Who else is at that table?  Judas!  Immediately after the supper, Judas 
gets up and he goes and he sells Jesus for the price of a slave, betraying 
Him, and then leading religious and political leaders, soldiers of the day 
to come and arrest Him that night in the garden where He is agonizing  
in prayer because He doesn’t want to follow the demands of love that 
God has placed on Him.  That’s what’s going on in that prayer in the 
Garden of Gethsemane – it’s not, you know, what are the little figurines, 
the little angel figurines – it’s not this comforting, sentimental moment.  
Jesus is praying so hard that His blood vessels are bursting and He is 
sweating blood because He doesn’t want to go down that road, and yet, 
the most highest and profound prayer that He gives in His life is this:  
“Not my will be done, Thy will be done!”  And He goes and He suffers, 
and He dies, and through all of it, He has nothing but love and grace for 
His enemies.  So much so that some of His final words on the cross are 
He’s praying for His enemies, “Father, forgive them, they know not what 
they do.” That is a powerful…..powerful….grace.  That is the demand of 
the divine good on our lives.  When God says you can be imitators of 
Christ, that’s what He’s calling us to, a radical, gracious love.  
 
Now, I need to lighten the mood after something like that!  So I want to 
talk about Gaza.  Banksy is a world famous artist; we’ve used him before 
in some things.   Banksy is known for sneaking into places and drawing 
graffiti on the walls, and his graffiti always tries to make a point.  So, 
you’ll see here a cute, cuddly kitten and you’ll notice how he even 
incorporated the debris, there’s like this little tangled mess of metal 
next to it, looks like a little cat ball right?  Yeah?  I mean, this guy’s mind 
– I don’t know, I don’t know what he sees – he sees a mural, and it’s 
amazing to see what he comes up with.    
 
So he paints this kitten in Gaza, if you missed it this summer, Gaza was 
bombed back to the Stone Age because of launching rockets at Israel 
and this violence and war that has been going on for 50 years.  Gaza gets 
bombed back to the Stone Age, Banksy sneaks through a tunnel – he 
does a documentary alongside all these projects – he sneaks through a 
tunnel from Egypt, sneaks into Gaza, he’s there illegally, sneaks around 
at night and painting stuff like this on the walls.  It’s what he does, you 
know? It’s what he does with his life.   So an Arab man comes up to him 
while he is painting the kitten and asks him, now this is a resident of 
Gaza, he’s just survived some horrendous wars, and he asks him – “I 



understand the meaning of these ones over here, but tell me, what is the 
meaning of the kitten?”   And Banksy looks at him and says, “Well, my 
heart breaks for what has happened here in Gaza, and I wanted to help 
people understand what this is all about, and I wanted to put some 
pictures on my website of Gaza and what’s going on here, but people 
only use the internet for looking at pictures of cats!”  (laughter)  
 
So the next picture that he puts up on his website, when you zoom back 
from the cute kitten, you see destruction – now you’ll notice that there’s 
laundry on the lines there, people are living in this.  People are living in 
the warzones that we are hearing about on the news; and we have to 
always remember that.  The demand of the divine good requires us to 
remember that people made in the image of God, whether  they follow 
that god or not is suffering and hurting in these causes.   “I wanted to 
put something about the plight of Gaza on my website, but people only 
use the internet to look at pictures of cats!”  OOOO!  That one hits in the 
gut!  Man!  What do we do about sloth?  What do we do about this 
inherent inertia in our soul that we don’t want to change; we want to 
keep it comfortable, and nice and neat and ignore what’s going on in the 
world and ignore the demand of love on our life.   What do we do?  
Aquinas and the church fathers offer us this:  they offer us diligence.  
 
Now diligence is a fun word, and it is an awesome word.  And this is one 
of the reasons why sloth became one of my favorite sermons to give in 
this series because I get to talk about diligence when we talk about 
sloth. 
 
How many of you have heard the word diligence used before?  In what 
context has diligence been used for you?  Work, right?   You want to be a 
diligent worker.  What we mean by that oftentimes is we mean a hard 
worker, we mean a persistent worker.  
 
The other aspect of diligence, the word itself, it is actually derived from 
the Latin and it has to do with great love.  You could think of it as 
craftsmanship.  You pour yourself into the work that you’ve been called 
to and that’s how you resist sloth.  Great diligence!  Great love. 
 
Banksy becomes a great artist because he works with great diligence.  
 



The gentleman skipping stones has mastered and perfected this little 
silly hobby that kids play and because of that, because of that great 
diligence and love he has for it, he has become a master of it, and we can 
watch his videos and be entertained by his videos and think, “Wow!  
That’s amazing!”  It’s skipping stones – it’s something anyone of us can 
do!  But when somebody does something that all of us can do with great 
care, with great love, with great craftsmanship, Woooo!  It’s inspiring, 
it’s exciting, it’s energizing! It makes you want to go out and skip stones 
until you have to have Tommy John surgery.  It’s not the sort of thing 
that you think about, but when somebody pursues something with great 
diligence, it inspires the rest of us to pursue our thing with great 
diligence as well.   It helps us to be reminded that all we have in life is a 
gift and what we do with it matters.  So whether its laying flooring or 
mopping the hallways or it’s giving a sermon or it’s putting a curriculum 
together for elementary age kids, or it’s taking out the trash, we do these 
things with great diligence.   Embracing the life that God has for us here 
and now, and the chores and the other things that go with it.   
 
But one of the other things that they talk about with diligence is there’s 
a temptation in sloth that indifference comes out in different ways, 
right?  It comes out in laziness, but it also comes out in the escapism.  
And so there are times when we can use work in our life to escape the 
other demands of our life.  How many of us can think of a family we 
know where Dad is always in the garage and sometimes it feels like Dad 
is in the garage to avoid dealing with the troubles in the house.  We can 
think of this, can’t we?  We know families like this; maybe we grew up in 
a family like this.  That’s where the work itself becomes a way of 
escaping the demands of love.   
 
 So we want to make sure that diligence applies in all areas of our life, 
that when we put this effort in it’s with great love in all the relationships 
in our life with all the things that we throw ourselves into, with all the 
things that we do.  
 
Jim Harbaugh, the new Michigan coach, his first day on the recruiting 
trail sends out a tweet on Twitter: “Attacking this day with an 
enthusiasm unknown to mankind.”  “Attacking this day with an 
enthusiasm unknown to mankind.”  That quote stayed with me the 
entire rest of that week,  and I did a better job in my life the rest of that 



week because I was thinking about everyday being a gift from God and 
how do I attack it with enthusiasm as unknown to mankind? It’s a 
phrase his Dad said to him  when he was a kid 40 and 50 years ago, and 
he says it everyday. 
 
The other slogan he uses, “Whose got it better than us?  Nobody!”  It’s 
embracing life with diligence – it’s embracing the love of it.  
 
Recently I was out in California and when I came back from California, 
we were landing in Phoenix on our layover, and as we’re landing in 
Phoenix, it’s a valley and it’s in the evening and there is just a blanket of 
fog – I cannot see anything outside of the window.  That’s one time you 
don’t want to be in the window seat is knowing you’re landing and you 
can’t see anything.  The smoothest landing I have ever experienced in 
my life!  I couldn’t see the ground until I felt the ground.  The smoothest 
landing I have ever been a part of in my life.  
 
Afterwards I asked to see the pilot and I just  thanked her for her skill 
because it was amazing to me thinking, you know, it’s going to be rough, 
it’s going to be bumpy,  can’t see anything and then, whoosh!  Smooth!  
20 degrees, skipped right along! 
 
The pilot was surprised that somebody came up to express appreciation 
at the landing.  We need encouragement and affirm when we see 
craftsmanship going on, when we see people putting great effort and 
great diligence into something, we need to encourage them in that; we 
need to walk with them in that, we need to embrace that!   
 
Sabbath is part of this – stepping away from work and taking rest so we 
can reengage with our full energy and faculties, trusting that our work 
does not define us, the value God places on us is what defines our value.  
 
Later on in Hebrews chapter 12, the author is writing to them saying, 
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, 
let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily 
entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked our for us.”    
Throw off sloth, run with perseverance, run with diligence.  “Let us fix 
our eyes upon Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the 
joy set before him endured the cross, scorned the shame, and sat down 



at the right hand of the throne of God.  Consider him who endured such 
opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose 
heart. In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point 
of shedding your blood,”   
 
How comforting is that?  Jesus went to the cross, you haven’t even shed 
blood yet. So keep working!  
 
“And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses 
you as sons:   “My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do 
not lose heart when he rebukes you, because the Lord disciplines those 
he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son.  Endure 
hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not 
disciplined by his father?  If you are not disciplined (and everyone 
undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate children and not true 
sons.   Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and 
we respected them for it.  How much more should we submit to the 
Father of our spirits and live!  Our fathers disciplined us for a little while 
as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may 
share in his holiness.  No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but 
painful.  Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and 
peace for those who have been trained by it.  Therefore, (this is my 
favorite part in the passage) strengthen your feeble arms and weak 
knees.  Make level paths for your feet, so that the lame may not be 
disabled, but rather healed.” 
 
The whole purpose of responding to the demands of love on your life is 
so that you can be strengthened to be a person of righteousness and 
peace; someone who lives in a right relationship with God, themselves, 
others and the creation around them, someone who bears God’s peace 
to a broken world in need of it; someone who is strong enough to 
endure the demands of love, the demands of the divine good within 
themselves even when it makes them uncomfortable.  
 
Christ is our model laid out in this passage, and it’s a simple trick of the 
calendar to remind ourselves, you never get to Sunday without going 
through Friday, and thank God it’s Friday.  Because Friday is where 
redemption comes, Friday is the day of atonement. Friday is where God 
says, “You wonder where you stand with Me?  You stand right here and I 



love you, and I love you so much as you are right now, I love you too 
much to leave you there.  I want to transform you, I want you to be holy 
as I am holy.”  And when Jesus talks about holiness, being perfect as the 
heavenly Father is perfect, it always relates back to radical love for 
enemies; forgiveness for enemies.  That’s a heart change!  That’s a 
transformation that begins on the inside and there is always a cost that 
comes with it.   That’s why we call it the Passion of Christ. 
 
The things we are passionate for, the things we are willing to suffer for.  
Jesus was willing to suffer to establish the kingdom.  He was willing to 
suffer that we might experience the abundant life that He lived and He 
modeled for us, and He invites us into.  He does this so that we might 
experience eternal life, here and now and with echoes in eternity in 
whatever the new heavens and the new earth is like.  
 
What does the cost the demand of love bear for us?  
 
This week has not been a controversial week at all, nothing big 
happened in the news right?  There’s a lot going on right now.  There’s a 
lot of folks jumping all over the place one way or the other and there’s a 
lot of folks not listening to each other, and it pains me – we talked about 
this a couple of months ago and I shared to you about what Michigan 
was doing with passing a law – similar to the one that just passed in 
Indiana, and the Religious Freedom Restoration Act.  I don’t want to talk 
about the legislation, I don’t want to talk about whether it’s good 
legislation or not good legislation – I don’t want to talk about whether 
or not the language is precise enough or if it takes into concerns of all 
those involved, I want to talk about Christians living in an increasingly 
secular environment and world, and how we live in that world because 
Paul commands us to live such good lives among the pagans that they 
praise God for us.  That’s not happening right now.  
 
“If someone compels you to bake one wedding cake, bake him two!” 
 
What I did here in creating this image, I’m not talking about the law, I’m 
not talking about the State compelling you to do one thing or the other.   
What I’m talking about is the demands of love.  What I’m talking about, 
and what I did here is I literally lifted the words from Jesus’ Sermon on 



the Mount where He says, “If a man compels you to walk one mile with 
him, walk with him two.”  
 
The context and situation, we preached about this before, is a Roman 
soldier pressing a follower of Jesus to carry a heavy load on his behalf. It 
is not a nice situation.  And Jesus’ command to His followers is this:  “If 
someone compels you to walk one mile, walk with him two.” 
 
Anytime as Christians where we lead a conversation off talking about 
“my rights” I have stepped away from the way that Jesus and Paul talk 
about rights, because Jesus and Paul repeatedly talk about their rights 
being secondary to the cause of the gospel over and over again.  This 
law, the way it is currently written, we have black eyes,  and the irony of 
it - Just a month and a half ago Utah passed similar legislation – why 
isn’t everybody up in arms over Utah’s legislation, because Utah brought 
together the leaders of the Mormon church; they’re kind of a big deal 
out there, and they’re very conservative, and they brought LGBT 
activists in Utah to the table together to talk with one another and to lay 
out a Religious Freedom Restoration Act that also addressed the 
concerns of this group that historically has suffered at the hands of 
Christians.  And you know what?  They came up with legislation that 
everybody acknowledged, “It’s not everything I wanted but I can live 
with it and I can support it.” Utah just did that a month and a half ago 
and showed that there’s a way to have this conversation in a pluralistic 
society where everybody doesn’t have the same values and you can 
honor the concerns of everybody involved.  We didn’t do that here, and I 
don’t know how it’s going to play out.  
 
I am pleased to see Governor Pence saying  that there is going to be 
legislation clarifying the intent of this.  I don’t know what that will look 
like, but I think that’s an indicator that the original language didn’t serve 
their purpose of what they were hoping for.  But again, regardless of the 
legislation and where it plays out, as Christians we follow a higher and 
deeper law and it is the demands of love.  It is the demands of a holy God 
who is not afraid of being corrupted by a sinful world, but recognizes 
that His holiness will transform this world.  As Christians, we lead with 
loving service and hospitality.   
 



Immediately before Sodom and Gomorrah is destroyed, Abraham is held 
up as a model of hospitality who welcomes these strangers into his tent, 
and that is what he is held up as the Father of the Jewish faith for is his 
great faith and hospitality that he practices in every situation without 
knowing the person’s background, without knowing anything about 
them always with loving hospitality.   
 
My fear is that for the last 50 years the church has resisted the demands 
of love with the LGBT community.   
 
Last Fall I met a girl who was about 20 years old and she was, maybe I 
can use the word “afraid” to meet me because I was a pastor.  She is a 
lesbian.  She told me  the first time we met face-to-face, that she was 
somebody who needed assistance in the community.  She told me the 
first time we talked face-to-face that when she was 8 years old, her 
pastor of the church she grew up in told her she’s an abomination.  She’s 
20 and she’s still telling that story.  When she would talk with Jenna, 
every conversation she asked Jenna, “Do you think I’m going to hell?”  
When your whole life you’ve been told that the God of the universe 
fundamentally rejects something that you can’t separate from your core 
understanding of yourself – it is a heavy……lonely…….place and then we 
wonder why that heaviness and loneliness plays out in other aspects in 
life.  
 
Regardless of where we stand on sin not a sin,  we clearly know what 
God does with sinners is loves them into transformation.  And it’s what 
He’s done with us.  It’s what happens every time He invites us to the 
table. 
 
And we’re going to take a moment here, and as we gather for 
communion, we are going to do 2 stations because we know for Easter 
we are probably going to have more folks here.   There’s going to be 2 
stations here, I invite you to come down these side aisles, receive the 
elements and return to your seat through these aisles, but as we gather 
around the table, be reminded of the love of Christ that He obeyed the 
demands of love and the divine good in His life.  Be reminded and ask 
God, “Are there places in my life where I have been guilty of sloth 
because I have resisted the demands of love in my life.”  And it might not 
be something with the LGBT community, it could be with your spouse; it 



could be with your neighbor; it could be with that family member you 
haven’t talk to in a long time because neither of you enjoys the company 
of the other.  
 
What is the demand of love for you as a follower of Christ growing in 
holiness and righteousness as a bearer of God’s peace.   
 
Let’s take a moment to quiet our hearts and minds before God and allow 
God to speak to us.  Where do we need to grow in our loving service and 
the demands of love in our relationship with others.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


