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 Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching 
as he made his way to Jerusalem.  Someone asked him, “Lord, 
are only a few people going to be saved?” 
 He said to them, “Make every effort to enter through the 
narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will 
not be able to.  Once the owner of the house gets up and closes 
the door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, “Sir, 
open the door for us.’ 
 “But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come 
from.’ 
 “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you 
taught in our streets.’ 
 “But he will reply, “I don’t know you or where you come 
from.  Away from me, all you evildoers!’ 
 “There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when 
you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the 
kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out.  People will 
come from east and west and north and south, and will take 
their places at the feast in the kingdom of God.  Indeed there 
are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be 
last.” 
 At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to 
him, “Leave this place and go somewhere else.  Herod wants to 
kill you.” 
 He replied, “Go tell that fox, ‘I will drive out demons and 
heal people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will 
reach my goal.’  In any case, I must keep going today and 



tomorrow and the next day—for surely no prophet can die 
outside Jerusalem! 
 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and 
stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your 
children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, 
but you were not willing!  Look, your house is left to you 
desolate.  I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, 
‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’ “ 
 
SERMON: 
 
So as we continue going through Luke’s gospel, we are going to 
see how within the gospel itself Luke draws out the very 
themes that we were talking about with Advent, and this 
morning we are going to explore a little bit about Christ’s 
ministry and His connection with peace in our life, in our time 
and in our world. 
 
But before we get to the passage itself, I want us to take a 
moment to recognize something about language.  So if we 
could bring up a picture – this is from up in God’s country, up 
in Michigan, (laughter) and you’ll notice here this is the Straits 
of Mackinaw; how many of you have ever been up to Mackinaw 
Island, or you’ve been up to the upper peninsula, up to the U-
pers. 
 
Now for those of you who aren’t from Michigan, just so you 
know, folks who live in the upper peninsula, call those of us 
who grew up in the lower peninsula “trolls” because we’re 
beneath the bridge (laughter), so this is a major geographical 
point for our state. 
 
What we have here is we have the very narrow straits of 
Mackinaw.  Now, how many of you are good swimmers?  Or 



you were a good swimmer at one point in your life?  Okay!  
How many of you could swim 5 miles?  The straits of Mackinaw 
doesn’t seem that narrow when you look at it in that context – 
it’s 5 miles wide, but it’s the narrow straits; when we refer to 
something as the straits, it’s the narrow spot between two 
larger bodies of water and what we have with Mackinaw is 
there’s a 5 mile distance. 
 
If you would bring up this other picture, you can see it even 
better.  That’s the span that we’re talking about there when 
we’re talking about 5 miles. 
 
So when we talk about how narrow the straits of Mackinaw 
are, it’s kind of relative to what you’re referring to right? 
 
Now if I took another picture here and I put up a picture of the 
Bering Strait or the Bering Narrows, which is between Alaska 
and Russia, we would say, “Wow!  The Mackinaw straits really 
are narrow” because the Bering Strait is 51 miles across! 
 
So one of the things we discover when we begin to look at, 
what we call “narrow” is sometimes wideness or narrowness 
are relative to the thing around the thing that we’re talking 
about. 
 
So when we talk about the straits of Mackinaw, that’s narrow 
compared to Lake Michigan; it’s narrow compared to Lake 
Huron on the other side, but ultimately it is pretty darn wide 
even though it’s narrow.  Let’s keep that thought in mind as we 
go into this passage.  Again, you can repeat with me, “Wideness 
and narrowness are relative to the things around the thing” 
Okay?  “Wideness and narrowness are relative to the things 
around the thing.” 
 



So, let’s look at Luke, chapter 13.  If you’re not there already, I 
invite you to turn there. 
 
Prior to this, Jesus has been healing and He has been teaching, 
and He’s been teaching about the kingdom of God being like a 
mustard seed which is a small seed, and then it becomes a 
really big tree so big that even the birds of the air, the enemies 
of the seed will come and find shelter in it.  He also compares it 
to yeast that a woman takes and works through a large 
measure of flour so that it becomes this huge amount of dough, 
and the yeast, kingdom of God penetrates throughout the 
whole dough.  So it’s this idea that the kingdom takes over 
wherever it’s at and whatever it’s doing. 
 
So, verse 22, chapter 13:  Jesus is continuing His journey 
towards Jerusalem.  He goes through the towns and villages, 
teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem.  Someone asked 
him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?” 
 
(Now what’s going on here is in His day and age, you look at 
the prophets and they have some pretty big weeping 
statements about what God is going to do through the Messiah, 
that God is going to take away the shroud that has covered all 
mankind, that God is going to deal with death and all the 
enemies, and reconcile folks at the mountain of God.  There will 
be a feast for all people and all nations.  That sounded well and 
good in the day when the prophet spoke it, but in the 
meantime, Israel had come into exile, Israel had been put in 
depression under foreign powers and so the idea of reconciling 
with their enemies didn’t sound that appealing.  So some of the 
teachers of Jesus’ day had begun to narrow down that vision to 
say, ‘well, it’s not so much all people as a few of the other 
people that get their act together, they’ll be able to be there, 
but we’re good!  We’re in!  You’ll notice the question that 



framed here is future; “Will only a few be saved?”  Will only a 
few be saved?  Usually the folks who ask that question, we tend 
to draw a circle where we’re in asking the question about those 
who are out there.  And you’ll notice that the focus here is on 
the future.  Is there only going to be a few who are going to be 
saved?  Jesus’ immediate pushback on this, He has no 
tolerance, no time for a question like this.  His immediate 
pushback is this:) 
 
 “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door,  (notice 
how the tense changes.  The question is asked about the future 
and Jesus says, “No worry about today! And don’t waste your 
time with theoretical arguments about who’s in and who’s out 
in the future, focus on yourself and focus on today. ) 
 
Make every effort to enter through the narrow door because 
many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. (A 
pretty simple statement where He is saying there’s a narrow 
door, many will try it, but they won’t be able to enter through 
it.   What’s going to keep them from entering through it?  I 
mean, it’s open, so there’s something else.  Maybe they’re 
carrying too much to get through the door.  If you’ve ever been 
hiking or backpacking, and you carry one of those large packs 
around 60 lb. pack and you try to get through a narrow door, 
or maybe at the end of the day, you’ve been out holiday 
shopping, right?  Tis the season!  How many of you survived 
Black Friday?  You’re all here, so I hope you survived.  When 
we come in from that with all the bags and you’re trying to get 
into the car and you’re shuffling things into the car, right? You 
just wish that the car door were bigger so that you could get all 
of it in.  It’s a narrow door because of how much you’re hanging 
on to.  There’s plenty of room if you let go of the bags, but if you 
hang onto all that other baggage, it’s tough to get through that 
narrow door.   



Elsewhere in scripture where Jesus talks about a narrow way 
or a narrow path, He is referring to the life that follows His 
teachings; He’s referring to obedience in discipleship, being a 
student of Christ.  Putting into practice His teachings in 
obedience, and that makes more sense when we start to look at 
it and say, “That’s why it’s narrow” because a lot of people look 
at the teachings of Jesus and say, “That doesn’t work in the real 
world, I’m not going to do that!  I’m not going to love my 
enemy; I’m not going to forgive those who have wronged me.  
I’m going to continue on with what I’ve always known, I’m not 
going to be generous with what I have been blessed with 
because I have to look out for me, that’s the way it works!” 
 
So Jesus is presenting narrowness to this, but you’ll notice then 
that He continues on: 
 
Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you 
will stand outside knocking and pleading, “Sir, open the door 
for us.’ 
 “But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come 
from.’ 
 “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you 
taught in our streets.’ 
 “But he will reply, “I don’t know you or where you come 
from.  Away from me, all you evildoers!’ 
 
So notice, the question was about what? The future.  His 
immediate response about the narrow door is about the 
present, make every present effort to enter through the narrow 
door.  And then Jesus switches back to the future and He says, 
“Eventually there’s a time coming when the door is going to be 
closed and you’ll find yourself on the outside of it.”  Again, 
notice He’s using very direct language.  The person who is 
speculating about everybody else, He is saying, “No, if you don’t 



make every effort, you’re going to find yourself on the outside.  
Don’t worry about them, worry about you and what you’re 
doing.”  Notice the condemnation that comes from this is that 
they are evildoers; they continue to not do the things that Jesus 
is inviting us to do and be a part of. 
 
And then He continues on:  “There will be weeping there, and 
gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and 
all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves 
thrown out.  People will come from east and west and north 
and south, and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom 
of God.  Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, 
and first who will be last.” 
 
So, this person asks about the future, assuming that they’re in 
and wondering, “Well, is there only going to be a few of us in 
there with you, Jesus?  I mean do I really need to work to the 
front of the room or is there going to be good seats for 
everybody?”  Jesus immediately responds, “No, you make every 
present effort to enter through the narrow door, because 
eventually the door is going to be closed and you might find 
yourself on the outside.  Your going to make all these appeals 
about how you know Me and we’re good friends, we go all the 
way back to High School and what I am going to say is depart 
from Me, I never knew you, you evildoers.  Then there is going 
to weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
 
How many of you have ever been so angry that your jaw 
clenches up?  You just, “Mmmmm” or maybe you have so much 
stress that at night you grind your teeth, right?  This phrase, 
“weeping and gnashing of teeth” is an idiom for extreme anger 
at a perception of injustice. 
 



Think about for a moment if you’ve always assumed that you 
were going to be in, and you didn’t take seriously the present 
warnings about focusing on your life and obeying Christ, and 
then you realize you were on the outside, when you thought 
you were going to be on the inside the whole time, and you can 
see through the window the folks that you thought didn’t 
deserve the kingdom, celebrating because they obeyed, they 
responded to the grace in Christ.  Notice there’s no element of 
repentance there of “Man, I should really make room at the 
table for others”, it’s “No, I’m angry that they’re inside, feasting 
with the King; that’s my spot at the table.”  It’s a hardness of 
heart that begins in the present and carries into the future, and 
with that, there’s this sense that we move from a narrow door 
to a closed door, to now it’s like there are doors on every side 
of the house because people are coming in from the north and 
the south and they’re coming in from the east and the west.  
They’re coming in from all around.  “And the last will be first 
and the first will be last”, but they’re both there in the room. 
 
So all throughout this, there’s this “back and forth”.  You ask if 
it’s narrow or is it wide, and the answer is, “Yes! It’s as narrow 
as Christ and as wide as the universe.” 
 
In Hebrew Scriptures they drew on this passage from Isaiah 25 
to talk about what it would be like when the kingdom of God 
arrived. 
 
“On this mountain the Lord Almighty will prepare a feast of 
rich food for all peoples, a banquet of aged wine—the best of 
meats and the finest of wines.  On this mountain he will destroy 
the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers all 
nations; he will swallow up death forever.  The Sovereign Lord 
will wipe away the tears from all faces; he will remove the 
disgrace of his people from all the earth.  The Lord has spoken. 



 
In that day they will say, “Surely this is our God; we trusted in 
him, and he saved us.  This is the Lord, we trusted in him; let us 
rejoice and be glad in his salvation.”  So there’s narrowness and 
wideness to this.  Salvation comes through the Lord that Christ 
reveals to us and Christ is, but it is also as wide as the scope of 
God’s creation. 
 
Paul plays with this theme in one of his letters, especially one 
of his letters to the Corinthian church.  There’s this story in the 
Exodus.  The Exodus was, of course, Israel coming up out of 
Egypt and out of bondage and slavery to Pharaoh and as 
they’re delivered and brought into the wilderness, they get into 
the wilderness and they have manna, that’s being supplied to 
them.  They have bread that shows up everyday, their daily 
bread that provides them for that day.  If they try and take 
more than what they need for that day it rots, but it’s there for 
them and they have it when they need it. 
 
But then there in the desert, and if you’re in the desert, what’s 
the number one thing you need to look for and find?  Water!  
And they don’t have any water, and the people of Israel 
complain several times in this journey which, I mean it’s a good 
thing we’ve changed and we don’t complain to God along the 
journey because we feel like he’s not providing for us, but in 
that time, the people complained, and when they complained at 
one point God says, “Okay, Moses, I want you to go and I want 
you to strike this rock and water is going to come out of it” and 
he does it, water comes out of the rock and he makes sure all 
the people are taking care of; they have all the water they need. 
 
Paul, several hundred years later is writing a letter to the 
Corinthian church and he refers back to this story and he says, 
“Christ was the rock that these people drank from”.  Moses, the 



people of Israel, those who had come out of slavery in Egypt, 
and they’re in the middle of the desert, they don’t know Jesus, 
they don’t know the title Christ, but Christ was the rock that 
provided for them even when they didn’t realize it.  Christ was 
the rock who provided for them.  It’s as narrow as Christ and 
wide as all the unexpected places that Christ shows up in His 
creation for redemption and restoration.   
 
It’s amazing to hear some of the stories from folks about when 
and how they experienced what we call the love of Christ and 
they experience it in this moment where they have a vision or 
they have a dream or in a moment sometimes involving drugs 
or alcohol, they are passed out in the middle of the floor and 
then all of a sudden they realize the divineness of the universe 
loves them, and it changes them from the inside out, it 
transforms them, and then later on they realize the rock that 
met them in that moment was Christ, whether they had a name 
for it or not at that time. 
 
So is it narrow or wide?  Yes!  It’s as narrow as Christ and as 
wide as the universe that Christ creates and sustains and how 
does Christ accomplish this?  Continuing on in the passage: 
 
 At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to 
him, “Leave this place and go somewhere else.  Herod wants to 
kill you.” 
 
You notice how concerned the Pharisees are for Jesus’ 
wellbeing at this moment?  “You should leave this place Jesus, 
Herod wants to kill you!  We’re in with you, we just want to 
give you a heads-up, Herod wants to kill you, you should be 
afraid of this.”  It’s a warning, right?  It’s kind of like when the 
Mafia comes around and they offer insurance, “You got a really 
nice business here, it would be a shame if it burned down” you 



know, and so they’re coming here and there’s this veiled threat 
that they are passing along on behalf of Herod.  Herod wants to 
kill Jesus and: 
 
 He replied, “Go tell that fox, (which would be an insult in 
that day, not usually good practice to insult the king!) ‘I will 
drive out demons and heal people today and tomorrow, and on 
the third day I will reach my goal.’  In any case, I must keep 
going today and tomorrow and the next day—for surely no 
prophet can die outside Jerusalem! 
 
So you’ll notice the language that Jesus is using there – He’s 
calling in, “Well, yeah, Herod wants to kill me, but that’s okay 
because I know the mission I am on; I’m going to Jerusalem, I’m 
going to cast out demons, I’m going to heal and on the third 
day, (which is a hint towards the crucifixion and the 
resurrection), I am going to accomplish what I have set out for.  
So you say Herod wants to kill me, okay, I know that’s where 
this is going and I’m not going to shy away from that mission, 
I’m going to lay down my life for this” And so he continues on 
to Jerusalem and then He mourns: 
 
 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and 
stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your 
children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings,  
 
A mother hen is the image that Jesus adopts for Himself for 
this, that He would want to gather all the children, the 
generations of Jerusalem beneath His wings.  Now mother hens 
do this when they’re trying to keep the chicks warm so they 
don’t die from the cold, or when there’s a barn fire and the fire 
sweeps through and they’re not going to escape, often times 
you will see the mother cover the young with their own body 
to spare the young in hopes that they might survive.  They will 



take on all the fury and wrath in that moment in the hopes that 
the children will survive.  This is the outpouring love that Jesus 
aligns Himself with.  “I would sacrifice myself to gather you 
under my wings. 
 
 Look, your house is left to you desolate. 
 
From the prophets that if you don’t get on board, then you’re 
just left with what you’ve got.  It’s not a house worth living in, 
it’s desolate, it’s broken down; it’s not the new life, the narrow 
life that Christ is inviting us into, so you just get left with all the 
past ruins that are there. 
 
I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord.’ “  And we’ll talk about that 
phrase in a couple of weeks, when we get to Luke chapter 19, 
but in the meantime, we see warning and conflicting desires 
here.  Herod wants to kill Jesus.  Jesus was to save through self-
sacrifice.  He’s willing to die, He’s willing to be killed so He can 
accomplish His mission and we see the desire and pattern of 
Jerusalem as well, and all through divine messengers, and 
Jerusalem is no different than the rest of humanity, it’s a 
representation of all of humanity that we tend to kill those who 
bring a message that requires us to change; we kill the 
messenger rather than taking his message seriously and 
reflecting and examining whether or not we are on the narrow 
way or we need to change. 
 
All of that said then it raises a question of how in the world 
does these threats of violence and how does Jesus’ death and 
resurrections bring you and me peace here today?  Peace is a 
gift that we receive.  Often times we think that peace is the 
absence of conflict, but it’s not an absence.  Peace is a 
substance, it is the presence of blessing and joy and peace and 



love and in all of these things that are present in it, justice, 
truth; it’s the way things are supposed to be.  And we have a 
sense when we don’t have peace, but sometimes we can 
overlook it when we’ve experienced it in the moments. 
 
Now if you’ve ever watched science fiction, Star Wars, Star 
Trek it doesn’t matter, at some point in the movie there’s this 
tractor beam that latches onto the hero ship and pulls them 
into something, and I want to pause it to use that God’s grace is 
like a tractor beam that draws us to the divine presence.  So 
when we stumble in the desert of life and we stub our toe on a 
rock, we can eventually realize that rock that provides water to 
us is the divine love of Christ seeking us, searching for us, 
finding us and accomplishing His mission. 
 
In John 12, Jesus reflects that ultimately, “now is the time for 
judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be 
driven out.  But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all men to myself.”  When He is lifted up with the cross with the 
resurrection with the ascension, He is drawing all of humanity 
to Himself.  He becomes the lynchpin that explains to us how 
the universe works and how human history works, or in many 
cases, how human history has not worked, and how when 
we’ve tried to go on our own instead of following the way of 
Christ, we have brought about more bloodshed and 
disharmony in this world than anything we ever could have 
imagined; often times under the guidance of good intentions. 
 
“Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of 
this world will be driven out.  Now is the time for Me to be 
lifted up to draw all men to myself. “  You notice how He 
hammers it back into the present, just in the same way He has 
given this word of warning, “Don’t worry about the theoretical 



and the future, focus now on the narrow gate that is Me and the 
way of life I am bringing to you.”   
 
He also appeals back to the Exodus in John 3 which is famous, 
you know Nicodemus comes to Him and he talks to Him about 
eternal life, you know, it’s John 3:16 is, of course, the banner 
that we see at every professional sports event: “For God so 
loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that 
whosoever shall believe in Him, shall not perish but have 
eternal life.” 
 
Immediately preceding that verse in verses 14 and 15, Jesus 
recalls Moses in the desert with Israel, and the Israelites had 
been grumbling and complaining and they are sick, they are 
cursed and they are sick, and He tells Moses, “Take this staff, 
make a bronze serpent, which becomes the symbol for 
medicine in later circles, put in on the staff, put it up and if 
anyone looks on that, they will be healed.”  Jesus evokes that 
image when He talks that He draws all men to Himself through 
His grace, that those who believe in Him shall not perish but 
have eternal life.  When He is evoking that snake on a stick, 
what a fun lunch conversation for after service today, when He 
is evoking that snake on a stick, He’s evoking healing for the 
people of Israel and for humanity around Him in His own life 
and ministry as well. 
 
When He is gathered up on the cross, when we gaze upon that, 
when we see the One whom we have pierced, we are healed in 
that transaction, in that dynamic relationship.  When we reflect 
on the cross, when we think about what Jesus has done in His 
life, in His ministry, in the death and resurrection, we are 
healed and changed.   You can’t practice peace until you’ve 
experienced peace!  You can’t!  It’s a gift to be received; it’s a 
good gift that comes to us through the work of Christ. 



 
When we talk about the Eucharist, when we talk about 
communion, when we talk about the Lord’s Table, we stay that 
we are doing this in remembrance of Christ.  The reason why 
we do this is to turn our gaze and our attention back 2000 
years ago on a hill far away where the Savior goes on the cross, 
loved His enemies to the very end, even praying with His final 
words, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.”  
That marvelous display of grace, despite the violence of the 
world thrown against it, even converts one of the soldiers who 
helped put Him on the cross who said, “Surely this man was the 
Son of God.”  It reveals to us what God is really like, because we 
forget time and time again, and we create God in our own 
image and He tends to be as narrow as we are and as vindictive 
as we are, rather than recognizing and remembering that if it’s 
a table, it’s Christ’s table and at that table with Him that night 
was Judas who would betray Him, Peter who would abandon 
Him, the other disciples who would flee away as well, and then 
at the cross when He’s driven out from the Holy City and He 
goes to the margins and He dies the most shameful death 
possible, His preoccupation on the cross is forgiving His 
enemies and inviting them to respond to the gift of divine 
grace.   
 
What is it we’re healed from at the cross?  We’re healed from 
sin; we’re healed from this sense of separation from ourselves, 
from God and from our neighbor.  Grace fills in those gaps so 
that we no longer need to compete and be violent with one 
another because we can be healed so that we can love and 
practice that. 
 
When we go into communion, it’s been our tradition to read 
from one of Paul’s letters, and the reason we do this is, again, 
like I said before, we humans, our minds we tend to shape 



things in such a way that we forget what it’s all about, we make 
it in our own image.  So the reason why we begin with a 
reading from Paul is Paul is telling us what happened on the 
cross and he’s doing it in a different language, but it’s the same 
thing, so we’re describing it from the table perspective and 
we’re describing it from Paul’s cosmic perspective. 
 
So if you have your Bible, I invite you to turn with me to 
Colossians chapter 1, that’s the passage we read for this and I 
want to walk through that real quick with you. 
 
Colossians 1:15:  “He is the image (He the pronoun here is 
referring to Christ).  Christ is the image of the invisible God, so 
when we gather around this table to remember Christ, we are 
remembering that Christ reveals the invisible God to us, no one 
has seen God except the Son whom God has sent.  So, Jesus 
reveals to us God. 
 
“The firstborn of all creation.  For by him all things were 
created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things 
were created by Christ and for Christ.  He is before all things 
and in him all things hold together.” 
 
Catch why I was emphasizing the narrowness and wideness of 
Christ before?  All things hold together in Christ.  All things in 
the Greek means, “all things.”  It’s not magic here, it’s Christ 
holding all things together; it’s not a trick of language here. 
 
So, it is as narrow as Christ and as wide as all things that Christ 
holds together in himself. 
 
“And he is the head of the body, the church; (that’s us!) He is 
the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead (also us) 



so that in everything he might have the supremacy. “ (Again, 
it’s about Christ being exalted in His rightful position.) “For 
God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him. (Think 
about the significance of that statement – the fullness of God 
dwelled in Christ.  If you’ve ever wondered what God is like, 
He’s at least as nice as Jesus.  Christ reveals the fullness of God 
to us.) 
 
“And through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether 
things on earth or things in heaven, (all things reconciled) by 
making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.” 
 
Now here’s the key, notice this next verse:  “Once you were 
alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because 
of your evil behavior.  But now he has reconciled you by 
Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his 
sight, without blemish and free from accusation”  (I’m going to 
read it again, because this is dynamite!) 
 
“Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your 
minds (where were you enemies with God?  In your mind, not 
God’s mind, catch that!  We were enemies with God in OUR 
mind) because of your evil behavior.  Now he has reconciled 
you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you 
holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation.”  
(The truth of the gospel is that God has accepted us in Christ.  
God has accepted YOU in Christ.  Regardless of the evil you 
have done in your life, regardless of the sins and regrets that 
you have, regardless of all these things.  The thing that we 
remember and celebrate when we come together is that we 
have received this gift that we are accepted! And we are 
accepted despite our disbelief in believing that we’re accepted 
because it’s an action of God and in the mind of God YOU are 
accepted.  The narrowness of this is whether or not you receive 



that acceptance, and if you’re able to believe that you’re 
accepted by God, that allows you to accept yourself where you 
are because God already has and in doing so it allows you to be 
reconciled to others because you recognize God has accepted 
them where they are too. 
 
It doesn’t mean everything is A-OK, but it means you’re 
accepted and that acceptance creates space for us to be healed 
and to grow and to be repenting and changing.  Grace precedes 
repentance.  We receive grace and we are transformed by 
grace. 
 
Once we were alienated in enemies in OUR minds and God 
demonstrated His own love for us in dying for us on the cross, 
Jesus dying on the cross while we were still enemies to make 
room for us.  You are accepted. 
 
And you know those quiet moments when you look down 
inside yourself and you feel thin in your life, you feel 
separation in your life, beating right alongside of that is this 
grace that you are accepted and you’re invited to experience 
because no amount of talking about it from some guy up front 
is going to change that for you until you receive it and 
experience it and when you do it becomes a voice that drowns 
out that voice that talks about how wrong you are, how down 
you are, how separated you are, how far you are from God and 
it says, “No, God came near to you”  YOU are accepted.  YOU 
belong in God’s creation and He wants to heal you. 
 
This is the gospel you’ve heard and it’s been proclaimed to 
every creature under heaven and of which, I, Paul have become 
a servant. 
 



As narrow as Christ and as wide as the universe that Christ has 
created for Himself and for His good glory. 
 
As our song leaders are coming up to lead us in our closing 
hymn, recognize that you are accepted; that Christ has done 
everything necessary for you to be healed and restored and 
made new, that you no longer need to be an enemy of God in 
your mind because in the mind of Christ, you belong, you have 
been redeemed.  Enter through that narrow door today and 
receive the grace of God that has been offered to you as a gift 
because this is a great season for giving and receiving love! 
   
 
 


