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 One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent 
Pharisee, he was being carefully watched.  There in front of him was a 
man suffering from dropsy.  Jesus asked the Pharisees and experts in the 
law, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?”  But they remained 
silent.  So taking hold of the man, he healed him and sent him away. 
 Then he asked them, “If one of you has a son or an ox that falls 
into a well on the Sabbath day, will you not immediately pull him out?” 
And they had nothing to say. 
 When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the 
table, he told them this parable: “When someone invites you to a 
wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a person more 
distinguished than you may have been invited.  If so, the host who has 
invited both of you will come and say to you, ‘Give this man your seat.’ 
Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least important place.  But 
when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host 
comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ Then you 
will be honored in the presence of all your fellow guests.  For everyone 
who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be 
exalted.” 
 Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, 
do not invite your friends, your brothers or relatives, or your rich 
neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid.  
But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the 
blind, and you will be blessed.  Although they cannot repay you, you will 
be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 
 
SERMON: 
 
I need 2 volunteers!  I’m not going to tell you what you’re going to do 
until you volunteer.  Okay!  Come on up!  Don’t you wish you all had 
volunteered?  (Laughter) 
 



(Pastor Richard is holding a bag of M&M’s and the volunteer is holding a 
bowl)  Now, this is an audience participation moment!  So, everyone I 
want you to take your hands and put them out like this (arms straight 
out with palms up) because this is how we receive gifts with open 
hands, right? 
 
To the volunteer he says, bring your hands together so the bowl is 
underneath them, but you are going to hold the bowl (volunteer 2) and 
keep your hands above the bowl.   
 
Okay!  Now when we receive good things (says to volunteer) I want you 
to catch as many M&Ms as you can in your hands.  We receive good 
things with open hands (while pouring M&Ms) There is a temptation 
though when we receive good things, there’s always a chance some will 
fall out, so we are tempted then to grasp.  (So when we go ahead and 
close our hands) and when that happens, we tend to lose quite a bit 
because there’s always a risk, if we open our hands, we can lose what 
we already have, but the only way to receive more is to keep your hands 
open (while pouring M&Ms) because when you close your hands you 
end up with a closed fist and you can’t receive anymore.  It’s a simple 
dynamic of the heart as well as our lives (says to volunteer) now you 
can dump the rest of those in and there you go! 
 
How about a round of applause for our volunteers?  (Applause) 
 
There is always a choice in our lives of whether or not we will grasp our 
hands or we will keep them open to receive, and because there’s this 
inherent temptation for us to be just hardwired to close our hands 
because when we open our hands, there’s a risk of someone taking what 
we have; there’s a risk of losing what we already have and letting go of 
what we already have.  We naturally grasp because of the world that we 
live in and we have been raised in; it’s a world of merit where you earn 
what you have and if you don’t have it it’s because you didn’t earn it; it’s 
a world of counting and balancing books, it’s a world of hard work, it’s a 
world of ego, it’s a world of dualism between good people and bad 
people instead of recognizing the humanity of all such and then we have 
favorite proverbs about this to. 
 



How many of you are familiar with the famous one: “There’s no such 
thing as a free lunch.”  Right?   
 
So let’s look at Jesus’ free meal because Jesus is inviting us a whole new 
way of being in His creation.  If you’re not there already I invite you to 
turn with me to Luke, chapter 14:  
 
  It is the Sabbath, and on the Sabbath it was a holy feast day for the 
Jews, you did not do any work, you didn’t even prepare the food, so the 
food they are having is from the night before and they just bring it out 
and they eat.  It’s a time to just enjoy what God has made and to rest 
from your work, and so it was a time of a very strict law and it was a 
time of honoring guests as well, and so He’s at the home of a prominent 
Pharisee and they have brought about the finest folks in town.   
 
If you think for just a moment, you have just received an invitation to a 
very, very prestigious citizen in a local community and you are going to 
be attending this meal and it is a formal occasion, so, how are you going 
to dress for the event?  You are going to dress to the Nine’s, right?  You 
are going to put on a nice coat and tie, you’re going to change it because 
your wife is going to tell you it doesn’t match the pants you’ve put on 
and then you’re going to get ready and you’re going to go to this dinner, 
and when you get to the dinner, and when you get to the dinner, it’s very 
fancy and when you pull up there’s a valet to receive your car and you 
wonder, “Oh, I wish I would have brought the Bentley instead of the 
truck” (laughter) but you hand them the keys and they take the truck 
and they drive it off and you get out and come up to the front door, and 
there’s a doorman to open the door for you, and inside is another 
servant to help receive your coat and to put it up in the hall closet, how 
are you feeling at this moment?  How many of you are feeling stressed? 
(Laughter)  “I don’t know how to behave here, I don’t know what to do 
and I am reverting back to childhood where my parents told me not to 
touch anything because if you break it you bought it” right?  So you walk 
into this place and it’s very prestigious and you’re brought in and you’re 
seated at the table, but at the table, there’s a man who has a chronic 
back condition and so he’s actually kind of hunched over at the table, 
and one of the guests asks you to move the roast from the center of the 
table, and has your spouse remove the candlesticks and asks the host to 
move a couple of other things and then has the gentleman with the back 



is to get up on the table and begin to work on them as a chiropractor 
would right there in front of everyone!  Now how do you feel?  What 
kind of party did I come to? 
 
That’s the sort of thing Jesus is doing here; He’s breaking all the social 
conventions of how you’re supposed to behave at the dinner table, 
you’re not supposed to do things like heal people, you’re not supposed 
to break the rules on the Sabbath.  In fact, when the Pharisees objected 
to what’s going on and He interrogates them, they’re actually being 
quite reasonable, because wherever they’re eating at, let’s say it’s lunch 
then there’s only another 6 hours until the sun goes down and the 
Sabbath is over.   “Jesus, this guy’s been like this for a long time, can’t 
you just wait another 6 hours?  Do you really have to do this now, we’re 
eating Jesus.”   
 
So what they’re doing here is very reasonable.  Jesus is breaking all the 
social conventions, He’s the one who’s interrupting the perfect party 
that they have thrown, and when He’s seated there, you’ll notice that 
they mention that He’s seated there and they’re watching Him very 
closely.  See, He’s been under examination for quite awhile now, because 
His teachings are bending the rules and breaking the rules sometimes 
and so He’s really disrupting things and it’s a challenge to their power 
and authority and so they uphold Him close.  You’ve heard the phrase, 
“Keep your friends close and you’re enemies closer.”  This is what 
they’re doing; they are watching Jesus closely. 
 
And Jesus, He’s no dummy, He picks up on this, He knows what’s going 
on and so rather than playing it safe, He draws a line in the sand and 
says, “Okay let’s do this!”  So, He sees a man in front of Him suffering 
from dropsy. 
 
Now dropsy is a condition with the body where you actually retain 
fluids on the body and so we might talk about congestive heart failure 
now, and some other things that might cause this, there could be kidney 
failure that causes this, and so fluids are retained on the body. 
 
Now in the ancient world, dropsy was also a metaphor for greed, a 
condition of the heart.  Because the way that the ancients believed that 
it worked, if you drank too much wine, your body couldn’t do anything 



with it and so you kept it, and so if you took in too much, if you were 
gluttonous, you’re body retained all of those things and kept those 
things, and so dropsy was not only a physical condition, it was a 
spiritual condition as well.   
 
So this man is there, he’s suffering and he’s suffering of something that 
has this physical ailment of retaining fluids at a banquet, so adding more 
fluid is not going to help the situation, and it’s also a euphuism for greed, 
which the Pharisees have been accused of by Jesus in chapter 11 and 
also in chapter 16 of Luke’s gospel.  So Jesus turns the question to the 
audience that’s carefully watching Him; He turns it on them and what 
does He say to them?    “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?”  But 
they remained silent.  They are polite guests, they hold their tongue, 
they’re not going to speak out against this, and so they sit there.  He 
takes hold of the man, so there’s touch, and he healed him and sent him 
away. 
 
Now dinners and meals are an important thing.  They reinforce the 
social boundaries and hierarchy of the culture.  There are hidden rules 
to any meal.  If you don’t know this, you’ll discover this soon with the 
holiday meals that are coming up because when you get together with 
your in-laws and the other side of the family, you know that they have 
traditions that are wrong, they are just, that is not what you do for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, and the next week when you go to the 
other side of the family, they have traditions that are bonkers!  Why in 
the world would you do that!  It’s the wrong way to do Thanksgiving 
and Christmas, if they would just learn from my family; they would 
know what to do!  Right?  Those are all the hidden rules and norms, and 
just in case you think we’ve gotten beyond this, recall your time in 
Middle School.  What table did you sit at?  Who did you sit with?  In 
school, you had a hierarchy didn’t you, you had folks you could sit with 
or if you sat at the wrong table, like if you were a nerd and you sat at the 
jocks table, there would be that moment, “What are you doing?”  You’re 
disrupting the way things are meant to run and work.   
 
Or, if you had your nephew and he showed up to the holidays and he’s 8 
years old and he sits in grandpa’s chair at the adult table, what’s going 
to happen?  “Aw, that’s so cute – you’re over there!”   Right?  (Laughter) 
 



Tables and meals tell us something about what’s going on, it reveals to 
us the hidden rules and values of the culture and so when Jesus is 
disrupting this by healing in the middle of the meal, by bringing 
somebody who is sick into a public space, that’s supposed to be pure 
and holy, He’s breaking down their conventions; He’s challenging their 
values with different values. 
 
So He questions them and they respond with silence and then He heals 
the man.  Then he asks another question, though a bit rhetorical this 
time, If one of you has a son or an ox that falls into a well on the Sabbath 
day, will you not immediately pull him out?”  The answer is “Yes” unless 
he’s been mouthing off lately and then you are going to leave him to 
think about it for a while but they’re going to pull him out right away.  
And He’s pointing out, if you would do this for something of value to you 
whether it’s an animal in your barn or for your own flesh and blood, 
why wouldn’t you do it for someone else just because the rule says not 
to? 
 
And He noticed then they had no response to this, and then in verse 7, 
He noticed how the guests picked the place of honor at the table and He 
told them this parable: Now you’ll notice Jesus has a way of once He’s 
offended everyone, He just goes up another notch.   So it wasn’t enough 
that He’s ruined dinner and He’s breaking the Sabbath and He’s bringing 
them along in breaking the Sabbath because they’re all collaborative 
around the table, but now He’s going to go even further and He’s calling 
out the way people were choosing their seats around the table, now you 
and I we are totally different than the Pharisees in that day, we don’t 
look at the room and think, “Oh, I do not want to sit next to Uncle Harry, 
he’s kind of crazy!” and try to sit at the opposite end of the table so we 
don’t have to listen to him rant and rave about the aliens and the tin foil!  
(Laughter)  Your family’s not like mine?   
 
So we have this tendency within us, we read the room and we think, 
“Oh, I would really like to sit next to so-and-so, they are doing some 
really cool things, or Wow! I can’t believe I’m in the same room with this 
person; He is amazing the work he has been able to accomplish, that’s a 
mover and a shaker!”  And what do we do when we see a mover and a 
shaker?  We want to connect, we want to add him onto our linked in 
profile, and we want to get him on Facebook so we can advance 



ourselves as well along with them.  There’s this networking aspect to 
society that happens at meals.   
 
So there’s this idea of “I want to sit in the position of prominence.”  Now 
back then, it was even more significant because you actually had seats 
for honored guests; you know, if you were invited to a banquet with the 
king, you would have the king and to the right of the king would be an 
honored guest.  If you sat there, like your 8-year-old nephew sitting in 
grandpa’s chair, you would be removed and humiliated because you 
would be moved to the last seat that was left, which would probably be 
the lowest seat, because everybody else had already done their shuffling 
of the deck. 
 
So there’s this whole hierarchy to the meal that Jesus is calling into 
question. 
 
“When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of 
honor, for a person more distinguished than you may have been invited.  
If so, the host who has invited both of you will come and say to you, 
‘Give this man your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will have to take the 
least important place.  But when you are invited, take the lowest place, 
so that when your host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a 
better place.’ Then you will be honored in the presence of all your fellow 
guests.  For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who 
humbles himself will be exalted.” 
 
Notice that it says, this is a parable; so this is not just how do you 
conduct yourself the next time you get invited to a wedding.  Jesus is 
telling a parable.  Parables involving a wedding feast were always 
talking about the kingdom of God and the reality of God’s reign and rule 
arriving being a time of joyous celebration where there is feasting and 
dancing and it is a party like no other!  Because the king of creation is 
returning and establishing his order on earth as it is in heaven, just like 
we prayed earlier this morning.  
 
So this parable about being invited to a wedding feast is all about an 
invitation day-by-day that we are given and a choice to whether or not 
to live in light of the hope of that wedding feast.  The word invited or 
some construction of it is used 4 times in these verses; it’s all about the 



invitation and guess what?  You’re not the host!  So when you arrive at 
the party and you see someone you don’t want to sit next to, the issue is 
within your heart, not your host for inviting that person, and this is the 
parable that Jesus is telling to invite them to reflect on: what does it 
mean day-by-day to seek the last place that you will live this out? That 
you won’t be caught up seeking the pretention and social ladder-
climbing and getting all caught up in all that anxiety that comes from 
that, but instead you’re comfortable being in the lowest spot, you’re 
there already because you’re just glad, you’re happy to be there because 
you have been invited to the wedding feast, you have been invited to the 
celebration.  It doesn’t matter if you’re sitting at the kids table if you let 
go of your ego and embrace the joy of the children around you as you 
pass the turkey and gravy; but if you spend the whole meal fixated on, “I 
can’t believe they sat me with the kids; this was my year to move up to 
the grownups table.”  What happens?  Worst holiday ever, right?  The 
stuffing was too dry, the turkey was overdone, and the gravy was too 
thin, nothing was right.  The only thing that was wrong really though 
was the attitude of your heart that played out in all the rest of it because 
you couldn’t just celebrate that you were invited and had a place at the 
table.  That grasping and striving, that clutching that we do keeps us 
from experiencing the joy in the present moment because we’re 
thinking about our future, we’re thinking about the past insults and 
slights we have experienced rather than embracing the joy of the 
moment.  The joy of the moment is where it’s at.  When you learn to let 
go of the pretention and grasping at status, we’re able to experience the 
abundant joy of the wedding feast here and now, today. 
 
 Then Jesus said to his host, because He’s not done offending:  
“When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your 
brothers or relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite 
you back and so you will be repaid.  But when you give a banquet, invite 
the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed.  
Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection 
of the righteous.” 
 
He goes on to talk about, when you are the host, in a given moment, how 
do you fill out your guest list?  How do you identify who is going to be 
invited to the party?  And often times in the ancient world especially 
they had a culture of reciprocity.  You would invite those who were able 



to repay because that was one of the ways that you gained status and 
they gained status, and it was the way that you kept “greasing each 
other’s wheels” so that you both could benefit in that process, and Jesus 
is calling that into account, and He’s saying “Don’t worry about 
reciprocity, don’t worry about whether or not they can repay you, don’t 
worry about if they’re going to wear the right clothes when they show 
up to interact with the other friends; don’t worry about if they’re going 
to talk about the right thing or not, don’t worry about Uncle Harry and 
his crazy conspiracy theories; invite him anyway. Join him at the party.”  
Let go of the grasping and straining, and you’ll find liberating joy where 
you can be with folks in the moment and celebrate and enjoy.  You’ll 
notice that theme of invitation again in this that it gets included here in 
this section and all throughout this section there’s 7 or 8 invitations 
going on; it’s all about the invitation.  You will be blessed, you will be 
happy; you will even be repaid at the last time, the resurrection.  
 
You see, as Jesus moves from critiquing the Pharisees, and critiquing the 
guests, then critiquing His host, the hard thing about this is in that 
critique He is inviting them, not just to the physical dinner that they are 
sharing right there in the moment, He is inviting them to a whole new 
way of being present at that dinner with one another.  So the tangible 
thing, the food in front of them doesn’t change, the attitude of their 
hearts is the thing He is inviting them to change.  Don’t worry about 
grasping, don’t worry about social climbing, don’t worry about status 
and what it’s all about for your ego; let go of that, so that you can receive 
the good gifts in the moment.  You are invited to be healed like the man 
with dropsy, not just physically, but He’s healed spiritually, He’s healed 
socially by being brought into the circle and He’s healed emotionally as 
well because He’s Jesus actually reaches out and touches him and we 
know in those moments when we are feeling lost, lonely and 
abandoned, when somebody reaches out with an affirming, loving touch 
for us, what that can mean; that warm hand on the shoulder, that warm 
embrace of a hug that allows you to just kind of melt into it and let down 
your guard.  We know the healing power of that and what Jesus does 
and invites us to be a part of, we are invited to be lifted up.  When we 
don’t seek our own honor in the moment, that will come at the right 
time, that’s the promise that’s here, so you can embrace the present 
moment and not worrying about the future because the host sees what’s 
going on and rewards; it’s a chance to lift up others as well, to share the 



blessings that we’ve received because ultimately M&Ms always taste 
better when they’re shared with somebody else because sitting alone by 
yourself with them, eating the whole bag by yourself, how do you feel by 
the end of the night?  They were good in the moment, but then it’s like, 
“Oh, I feel so bad I want to eat another bag!”  Right?   (Laughter)  But if 
you’re there and you’re with someone and you’re sharing the M&Ms and 
you’re receiving the good gift and the blessing, what happens when you 
find you get to the end of the bag; you ate the whole bag together, it feels 
different doesn’t it?  I mean, even if you talk about like guilt and shame, 
“I can’t believe we ate the whole bag,” it’s laughing about it, it’s 
celebration of it, “we ate the whole carton of ice cream.”  
 
We need those moments with friends who come alongside of us and 
don’t judge that you want just vanilla because maybe that’s what you 
want, but instead they come alongside and they grab a spoon and they 
join you and they celebrate that with you in the moment and they help 
lift you up and you lift them up, because we are invited to lift up others 
the way Christ lifts up us; we are invited to be blessed.   
 
When we sang these hymns this morning, the purpose of Christ is to 
bless the world; that the world would respond to the good news of the 
kingdom of God brought in Christ in repenting and entering into that 
kingdom moment by moment by moment.  The way Jesus behaves at the 
table is as if the kingdom is already there, and that’s the invitation for us 
too.  As we look forward to a future hope with a full consummation of 
the kingdom, the wedding feast of the Lamb, we are invited to act that 
way already.   
 
So, when I was in management training for selling Cutco knives, one of 
the things they told you was, when you were lower on the ladder, act as 
if, be responsible, show up on time to meetings, be encouraging on the 
team.  If you’re already doing the sorts of things they are looking for in 
leadership, then they would look to promote you up in leadership; it 
wasn’t once you get the promotion, then you have to start doing these 
things.  They look for folks already doing it. 
 
Jesus is inviting us in the present moment to begin living out these 
kingdom values of embracing others, of healing, of sharing the table and 
making room at the table for others of peace, hope, joy and love, being 



received and freely given, because the only way to sustain joy is to give 
it away. 
 
When you clutch at joy, when you clutch at the happiness of the 
moment, you taint it, you ruin it a bit, but when you share it, and you 
celebrate it, it’s got a way of multiplying. 
 
Think about it for a moment, those of you who are parents, or 
grandparents in the room, or maybe you’re an aunt or an uncle, the 
moment that child came into the world and the joy that was there.  You 
didn’t tell anyone did you?  There were no photos on Facebook, there 
were no celebrations, there were no congratulatory phone calls, there 
was no, the measurements, you know, like a fish on the dock, there was 
nothing like that, right?  No, you told them 3 times until they were sick 
of hearing about it because your joy was sustained in sharing the joy 
and celebration of that new life; that’s a cosmic truth that Christ reveals 
to us about what it means to be human and experience joy.  We live in a 
world that desperately is seeking joy by exalting itself at the expense of 
others, and Advent reminds us that the kingdom of God is a joyous 
celebration of abundant life; it’s healing truth and its resurrection peace. 
 
There’s a story of a man who was on his way to church with an axe, and 
one of his friends bumps into him on the way there and he asks, “Where 
are you going Bill?” and Bill says, “Well, I’m going to the church.” “Well, 
what are you going to do there, and why are you taking an axe down 
there, did the pastor say something you didn’t like?”  And he says, “No, 
no, that’s not the thing, he was telling us about, you know, we’ve got this 
big sanctuary and we’ve got all these pews in it, but, you know, we keep 
getting smaller and smaller and there’s lots of empty spaces in the room, 
so I’ve just decided that I’m going to chop up some of the extra pews so 
it doesn’t feel like we’re so small, it’ll feel like we’re more crowded in 
there.”  His friend looks at him and says, “Bill, I don’t think that’s the 
way it’s supposed to work.”   
 
When we hide our joy and it shrinks within us and it shrinks us, we are 
being invited by Jesus to hold it with open hands, so the world can see; 
and I’m not just talking about putting on a happy face when you’re 
experiencing something hard or something difficult, because the world 



needs to see how you, how someone who believes in the resurrection, 
handles adversity as well because hope shines brightly in darkness. 
 
So when we come together at Advent, it’s not like we’re just acting like 
everything’s hunky and dory, in fact, the reason why we come together 
is because3 we confess things are not all right; things need to change, 
my heart needs to change, your heart needs to change, the world needs 
to change, but we also recognize at the same time with that honest look 
at the world around us, there’s an honest look at God, God’s heart and 
hope that God has for His creation and the invitation He is making to us 
and to the world around us, an invitation to a journey of transformation 
of death and resurrection; letting go of the way we exalt ourselves in a 
world of merit and counting instead of embracing a world of 
graciousness and mercy and peace and truth that leads us into abundant 
life here and now. 
 
The early church didn’t gather around an altar like all the other religions 
of their day did, they gathered around a table and the beautiful thing of 
a table is there’s always room for one more, especially when we’re 
willing to get up and make room for them. 
 
When we begin to grasp the hope, the gospel, the good news of Advent 
that Christ has come into the darkness of the world, bearing His light on 
behalf of the world for the sake of the world, we recognize we have been 
invited to the table and we are blessed to invite others to the table as 
well, to walk with one another, to celebrate with those who celebrate 
and to mourn with those who mourn.  To be honest about ourselves and 
about each other and to embrace and accept one another even with that 
honesty and vulnerability, because that’s what grace is, grace covers a 
multitude of sins; it doesn’t ignore them, it washes them away, it fills in 
the gaps, the separations from them. 
 
So it raises a question for you and I in this Advent season.  Christ brings 
us joy and He invites us to experience joy which raises a question of 
whether or not we have this joy because I can’t share my M&Ms with 
you if I haven’t received them yet, and so I have to receive this joy 
myself so that I can share it with others and so there’s a turn of the heart 
that you’re invited to, to receive joy, to let go of the things that hinder 
your joy and to embrace the present moment with those around you; 



warts and conspiracy theories and all, just be with one another which is 
a hard thing to do sometimes; that’s where grace becomes all the more 
important because it covers in those gaps and you recognize that 
sometimes the quirkiest things are the things that become the most 
endearing about someone when you see them in a new light. 
 
When you experience joy the best way to sustain that joy is to share it!  
How are you sharing that joy with those around you?  You have the 
hope within your heart, how are you sharing that with others that they 
might receive hope?  You have a faith in Christ that changes the way you 
act in the world and you live in the world, how are you sharing that with 
those around you, inviting them to a new way of seeing themselves, the 
world around them and the God who lives and created them. 
 
These are the questions that we are invited into by Jesus; we’re invited 
to be healed, we’re invited to the lifted up, we’re invited to lift up others, 
and we’re invited to be blessed, happy and rejoicing because today is 
the day the Lord has made.  So let us be glad and rejoice in it, because 
we don’t know if we get tomorrow. 
 
As we gather together around the Advent candle and we light these 
candles they invite us to “put on our pink” for Advent and to celebrate 
and have joy to be with one another to embrace one another around the 
table of fellowship and not be concerned about where you’re sitting at 
in the social hierarchy, whether or not you’ve done the most in the 
moment but to just be with one another and to celebrate that moment. 
 
I want to invite our song leaders to come up and lead us in our closing 
song and as they are I want to remind you that you’re getting out early 
so let’s not disrupt the children from their lesson, but let’s even take 
advantage of the 10 or 15 minutes of extra time you get this morning to 
celebrate with those around you and be joyful in the presence of one 
another around God’s table. 
 
 
 
 
 


