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 “I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were 
already kindled!  But I have a baptism to undergo, and how 
distressed I am until it is completed!  Do you think I came to bring 
peace on earth?  No, I tell you, but division.  From now on there will 
be five in one family divided against each other, three against two 
and two against three.  They will be divided, father against son and 
son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against 
mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law 
against mother-in-law.” 
 He said to the crowd: “When you see a cloud rising in the west, 
immediately you say, ‘It’s going to rain,’ and it does.  And when the 
south wind blows, you say, ‘It’s going to be hot,’ and it is.  Hypocrites!  
You know how to interpret the appearance of the earth and the sky.  
How is it that you don’t know how to interpret this present time? 
 “Why don’t you judge for yourselves what is right?  As you are 
going with your adversary to the magistrate, try hard to be reconciled 
to him on the way, or he may drag you off to the judge, and the judge 
turn you over to the officer, and the officer throw you into prison.  I tell 
you, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny.” 
 
SERMON: 
 
There are some mornings when, preparing for the sermon, you 
wonder, “OK, how is this good news?”  And passages like this are 
part of the reason for that question. 
 
So let’s take a moment to invite God to move through our time 
together, if you please join me in prayer: 
 
“Lord, as we gather here with your scripture at the foot of your cross, 
help us to see that the fire you are kindling is good news.  Help us to 
see and realize that this is a fire that you call all of us to experience 
and ultimately this is a fire that we can entrust ourselves to because 
you’re the one who has kindled it, so Lord as we gather here we pray 



you’ll give me the words to communicate clearly, and that ultimately 
you will be glorified in all that we say and think and do today.  We 
give you thanks in Jesus’ name.    Amen. 
 
Yesterday, I was privileged enough to attend the Veterans Day 
parade and the dedication of the new memorial in Memorial Park and 
the unveiling of the Purple Heart Monument as well, and I know a 
couple of you were able to make that and I’m sure there were others 
that I didn’t see because there was a whole crowd there; it was quite 
a day! 
 
Now Veterans Day which is something we recognize as a national 
holiday originally began as Armistice Day, and it was originally 
celebrating the end of WWI, now WWI was part of the reason why 
Wilson was able to lead the United States to engage in WW1 was 
because it was promised to be the “war to end all wars” and so when 
they Armistice Day, it was a day of peace of reconciliation between 
warring nations that they would be able to recognize that this is the 
end; they expected a peace would be ushered in at this point and 
they would be able to continue in that peace, and we know now, 
especially as we celebrate Veterans Day that since the end of the 
Great War, there have been more wars, in fact, that next generation 
went to a second World War and that’s one reason why it changed 
from Armistice Day to Veterans Day because they also wanted to 
recognize that new generation of veterans as they were coming back 
and remember the sacrifice they had made and the cost they had 
made in order to win that victory and ultimately this is something that 
has become a holiday where we celebrate the sacrifice and service of 
soldiers in all the subsequent wars since WWI as well. 
 
The sacrifice of a soldier embodies much of what Jesus Himself 
described as the highest form of love that mankind is capable of, 
“Greater love has no man than this, that he lay down his life for his 
friends.”  John 15:13. 
 
We humans are capable of great things when we’re united by a 
common cause, aren’t we?  It’s amazing if you’ve studied the 
engineering that goes into just getting troops onto a battlefield 
halfway around the world and what all the potential for calamity along 
the way that humans engineer a way to overcome, and there’s no 



more ready cause than a common enemy.  Nothing binds us together 
like a good fight, and it starts when we’re kids too.  I mean, you and 
your siblings, how many of you have brothers or sisters?  How many 
of you never fought with your brothers or sisters ever?  (Laughter)  
Oh, we’ve got a couple of bold claims!  Okay, one I know for sure, the 
other one, your sibling didn’t raise their hand, so I’m not going to 
believe you!  (Laughter)  But one of you is telling the truth, and we do 
have one that I believe the claim, but I was not able to claim that, my 
siblings and I fought and that’s the way it went.  But woe to the 
schoolyard bully that picked on your sibling, huh?  Because all of a 
sudden then there was no gap between you and your siblings, you 
stood by their side.  Michigan fans know what this is like.  Because 
when we are anywhere in the world and you hear somebody say, “Go 
Blue!”  We are instantly united, especially when there’s a buckeye in 
the room and then all of a sudden we become the best of brothers 
and sisters in that cause, but college rivalries forget along the way 
when political foes lock horns on the other side of the aisle, right?  
And whether it’s Republican or Democrat, Liberal or Conservative, 
political divisions themselves become forgot when there’s a threat to 
the nation, and the nation itself is threatened. 
 
Science fiction actually takes it even further than that, and it raises a 
question of, “What would happen if there was something outside of 
the world itself that threatened humanity?  And in almost all of the 
science fiction novels you see a period of global peace because all 
the nations of humanity become united against this alien force that’s 
seeking to take them out.  At every level of conflict, we seek a 
measure of peace by overcoming our common enemies, often 
through violent force and killing more of them than they can stand; in 
fact. To paraphrase General Patton:  “The point of war is not to die for 
your country, it’s to make the other guy die for his.”  
 
And so there’s this uniting that takes place, this sort of peace that 
Rome called the Pax Romana and the way the Pax Romana worked 
is the Roman legion; they were the big boys on the block and so they 
basically went in and “cleaned house” on anyone who stood against 
them and the way they kept the peace was through the sword.  If you 
opposed their rule, they killed you and if you submitted and paid your 
taxes, they didn’t kill you and there was peace in the land and 
everyone rejoiced while quietly muttering under their breath because 



you weren’t given much of an option in that.  And one of the things 
that we realize is as we look through human history and we study our 
own lives there’s this intense competitiveness and rivalry that 
happens with us.  Like I said, it starts all the way with siblings but 
then when there’s a common foe outside of the siblings, the siblings 
unite against this common foe.  And a lot of our life is spent going 
along and dealing with the violence the world hurls at us, and 
whatever we might experience from our loved ones, our enemies, 
from friends, all of these things we carry with us along the way and 
these become stones that we might carry in our pocket.  In fact, 
ultimately, in the course of a lifetime those stones get tucked away on 
the course of our life and they become ammunition for us; they 
become the sort of thing we use in a moment of conflict against our 
enemy.  And we carry this ammunition with us all the time. 
 
How many of you know what I’m talking about?  You’ve been 
seriously hurt by somebody and you feel like, “I can’t forgive them, 
you wouldn’t know what they’ve done to me, there’s no way you can 
expect me to forgive them” right?  I admit, I have been there in those 
moments and I think that part of going through life as we experience 
that or maybe it’s a sort of thing where you think you’ve forgiven that 
person and then all of a sudden that new conflict comes up between 
you and all of a sudden all of that past history comes up into your 
mind right in that moment, right?  It’s like, “I thought I forgave all that, 
it’s still there, what’s going on with that?” 
 
You know unforgiveness is a lot like drinking poison and expecting 
the other person to die, but we carry these rocks with us and they 
become ammunition that we use in conflicts, and it’s amazing to me 
how this carries with us as a human experience. 
 
What it reveals to us is despite all of our human accomplishments, 
despite all that we are capable of when we’re unified, our best is still 
like rags compared to God’s righteousness.  At our best, we unify 
against a common foe, but at the end of the day it requires an enemy, 
a scapegoat, if you will to bring us together and overcome our 
differences. 
 
The author in the letter to the Hebrews in scripture writes, “That 
Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil.”  And this morning as 



we look at this passage, one of the things we’re going to look at is 
one of the ultimate works of the devil is the way that we scapegoat 
others and we take out our violence on them, and how Jesus came to 
destroy and confront that. 
 
So, turn with me, if you’re not already there to Luke chapter 12.  I’ll 
give you a moment to get there.  If you’re using the red pew Bible, it’s 
on page 1090, and again it is a startling statement as we are dealing 
with this passage: 
 
“I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already 
kindled!” 
 
That sounds a lot like the meek and mild Jesus that we often picture 
doesn’t it?  When we read this passage, there are several elements 
of it that to me are just really puzzling.  You know when Jesus says 
He is not coming to bring peace but division; Jesus is the Prince of 
Peace, right?  I mean we’re entering into Advent and as we are going 
to be celebrating this title that He’s the Prince of Peace and yet the 
Prince of Peace is, “I’m not going to bring peace!”  In fact, Jesus is 
going to bring division?  It doesn’t fit with the way we think of Him, 
and here you read that Jesus has a baptism to undergo, but I thought 
He got baptized in Chapter 3 of Luke’s gospel, so what is the baptism 
that He’s talking about here?  And how about the piece about the 
families, where He mentions about how He is going to bring about 
division within families; now we talk a lot about family being a 
foundation block for a society, we have Christian ministries that are 
devoted to focusing on families and helping people try to have 
healthy families, and yet here’s Jesus saying, “If My ministry is really 
taking root, it’s going to bring division within families;” some really 
startling statements that He makes here.  Not to mention some 
random thoughts that He has on weather patterns and what to do 
when somebody takes you to court.  How do we bring all of this 
together?  Welcome to my problem for this week. 
 
So as we go through this, we want to take a closer look at this and I 
want you to realize that the key in all of this is the fire that Jesus is 
kindling, and it’s going to explain why there’s division, it’s going to 
explain the weather patterns, it’s going to explain the adversary in 
court and all of that.   



 
So as we look to the text, let’s look to the text!   (Laughter)  See!  
Everybody has off-days!  (Laughter) 
 
 “I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were 
already kindled!  But I have a baptism to undergo, and how 
distressed I am until it is completed!  Do you think I came to bring 
peace on earth?  No, I tell you, but division.  From now on there will 
be five in one family divided against each other, three against two 
and two against three.  They will be divided, father against son and 
son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against 
mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law 
against mother-in-law.” 
 
Jesus announces that He’s come to bring fire and that He wishes it 
was already kindled on the earth.  Now fire throughout the Old 
Testament is always associated with judgment and purification; it’s a 
refiners fire, if you think about what goes into producing a gold ring 
and how they heat it up to remove elements of impurity, but there’s 
also a note of judgment involved with it all the long the way and a 
sign that God is doing something against the sin and injustice that’s 
taking place in His creation.  So there’s this element of destruction, 
there’s an element of refining and this anticipation of associating 
Jesus with fire begins all the way back in Luke chapter 3 with John 
the Baptist talking about what Jesus is going to be doing, and he has 
this vision of how Jesus is coming and he has His winnowing fork in 
His hand to separate the wheat from the chaff, and the chaff will be 
tossed into the fire and the wheat will remain. 
 
And then we see kind of a foretaste of this as well, a couple of 
chapters prior to this one in Chapter 9 where Jesus is insulted by a 
village and they don’t receive Him, and so His disciples say, “Lord, do 
you want us to call down fire on them?” and Jesus rebukes them 
saying they don’t know what they are asking for, and He walks away. 
 
Now here it is just a few short chapters later and Jesus is saying, “No, 
I did come to bring fire and I wish it was already kindled and it’s a 
very different pattern than what we’ve seen of Jesus in the gospel so 
far, what we do see as we look to the text, He wishes it was already 
kindled, I have a baptism to undergo; so somehow this fire and the 



kindling of this fire is related to this baptism that He is going to 
undergo and it’s a baptism that He still has yet to go, so He’s not 
talking about water baptism when He was with John the Baptism, 
He’s talking about something else, and then you’ll note He’s 
distressed, He’s in agony until it’s completed, and then the outcome 
of this fire, “Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell 
you but division.” And then He lists out how this fire is going to disrupt 
the society around them; it’s going to be socially disruptive.  It’s not 
going to bring peace the way we think of peace, it’s going to bring 
division within families and, now when we read that and we look at 
the listing there, which is actually a quote from Micah chapter 7, we 
think of just the nuclear family, immediately within the home, but for 
Israel, they were all understood to be part of one family as well, so it’s 
not just division within the nuclear family we think of, it was division 
within the whole nation as well, it’s both and, so division between 
nuclear family members, division between the nation itself and then 
you’ll notice at the tail end of it that it begins to talk about division 
between generations, it’s father against son, it’s mother against 
daughter, it’s mother-in-law against daughter-in-law.  Some of these 
conflicts we know and we experience in our own lives day-to-day, 
don’t we?  And He’s promising that this division comes about 
because of His fire. 
 
So the fire is always associated with judgment, purification, the fire is 
connected to the baptism that He is going to undergo, and the fire is 
going to be socially disruptive; those three clues about the fire are 
going to tell us a lot about what we’re going to deal with in this 
passage. 
 
And then you’ll notice that He goes on to say to the crowd, verse 54:  
“When you see a cloud rising in the west, immediately you say, ‘It’s 
going to rain,’ and it does.” 
 
Now, if we were in Jerusalem right now, we’re right where Jesus is 
saying these words, and if we went to the west, think for a moment 
the map in your mind and this could be a challenge because I know 
geography has been awhile for some of us.  To the west of Israel 
heading towards the United States is what?  The Mediterranean Sea, 
it’s a giant body of water, and so if a cloud arises up over this body of 
water and the cloud is coming towards you, what’s going to happen?  



It’s going to rain!  And so they see this cloud come up and they know 
it’s going to rain. Now rain, especially in a dry and thirsty land can 
also bring flash flooding with it, and so it brings a moment of crisis as 
well as relief for the crops.  Crisis and relief often go hand in hand in 
the kingdom of God and what Jesus is doing. 
 
Then He talks about when the south wind kicks up, you know it’s 
going to be hot.  South of Israel is the Negev Desert region and so 
when the wind comes up from the south it brings all this heat from the 
desert with it into Jerusalem, in fact the temperature can swing 30 
degrees based on that wind.  That’s a stiff breeze, and as it brings the 
heat with it, they know this, and when that wind begins to pick up they 
know it’s going to be warm.  His point in saying this is if you can 
interpret the signs of the weather and know what’s coming your way, 
you need to interpret the signs around you.  The sign He is pointing 
them to is the divisions that begin to appear as a result of His own 
ministry.   
 
Fire, as I mentioned before, is always associated that way and so He 
is saying, as you see this fire to be kindled, you’ll see divisions begin 
to appear and you should read those signs and respond accordingly.  
The division caused by His fire is a sign if people are willing to see it 
and then how should we respond to it?  He tells this anecdote about 
when you are on your way to court with your adversary, now I don’t 
know how many of you had to go to court with an adversary, but 
when you’re on your on your way to court with your adversary, what’s 
an adversary?  It’s your opponent, your enemy, right?  It’s the person 
you’re trying to win your court case against. 
 
When you’re on your way to court against your adversary, you should 
do your best to reconcile to him or her is what Jesus is saying.  Now 
that’s probably not going to feel real good, right?  Because you’re 
going to court for the reason of there’s a dispute, there’s an 
argument.  Reconciling with them might involve saying that you own 
part of that and part of that was wrong and you’ve got to make 
amends with them.  You’ll notice what He says, the alternative is you 
go to court and then the judge condemns you, hands you over to the 
officer and the officer takes and throws you in jail. So in the case at 
hand that He’s describing, you’re guilty, or at least there’s a strong 
chance that the court is going to rule against you and you’re going to 



have to pay a debt as a result of it.  So what He’s saying is do your 
best to be reconciled to your adversary before you even end up in 
court against them, don’t wait on the judge to rule on this be 
reconciled to them, right here, right now, there’s no time like the 
present.  Don’t wait until you get into the courtroom.  Why?  Why is 
that what He says is the response to the divisions that appear?  Well, 
how do you have an adversary?  There’s a division there, isn’t there?  
We don’t know the exact nature of it, but we know the response to 
those divisions then is to be reconciled to the adversary so that you 
don’t end up in jail as a result of the court.  It’s kind of confusing, isn’t 
it?  It seems kind of random because He’s talking about fire and He’s 
talking about baptism and then He’s talking about court and 
reconciling to your adversary.  Why would you reconcile with your 
adversary?  What’s in it for you?  You’re right aren’t you?  You know 
your cause is just, wouldn’t you want the judge to rule in your favor?  
Why would you reconcile with your enemy?  What’s in it for you? 
 
Let’s talk a little bit more about this fire that Jesus is kindling.  I invite 
you to turn with me to Acts chapter 2.  If you’re using the red pew 
Bibles it’s on page 1140. 
 
In addition to being associated with refinement and punishment and 
judgment, fire is associated with the Holy Spirit in scripture, and fire 
becomes associated with the Holy Spirit in scripture in such a way 
that it is transformed in the New Testament because it’s poured out 
on all flesh and not just a few select individuals.  So, I am actually 
going to read through Acts chapter 2 for you, because I don’t think I 
can preach it better than Luke and Peter. 
 
With that, I want you to pay attention, what were the characteristics of 
Jesus’ fire that we said before?  It’s involved with judgment and 
refining, it is socially disruptive and it is connected to His baptism.  My 
theory to you is when He talks about the baptism He is going to 
undergo, He is talking about a baptism by fire, He is talking about His 
crucifixion, He is talking about His death and He is talking about His 
resurrection.  And so Jesus’ fire that He is kindling is related to His 
cross, it is socially disruptive and it is something that brings judgment 
and refinement transformation in all things. 
 
So Acts chapter 2:   



When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one 
place (talking about the early disciples).  Suddenly a sound like the 
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole 
house where they were sitting.  They saw what seemed to be 
tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.  All 
of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 
 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from 
every nation under heaven.  When they heard this sound, a crowd 
came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them 
speaking in his own language.  Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not 
all these men who are speaking Galileans?  Then how is it that each 
of us hears them in his own native language?  Parthians, Medes and 
Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus 
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near 
Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism); 
Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in 
our own tongues!”  Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, 
“What does this mean?” 
 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had 
too much wine.” 
 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and 
addressed the crowd:  “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in 
Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say.  
These men are not drunk, as you suppose.  It’s only nine in the 
morning!  No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 
 “In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all 
people.  Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will 
see visions; your old men will dream dreams.  Even on my servants, 
both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they 
will prophesy.  I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on 
the earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke.  The sun will be 
turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the 
great and glorious day of the Lord.  And everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved.’ 
 “Men of Israel, listen to this:  Jesus of Nazareth was a man 
accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God 
did among you through him, as you yourselves know.  This man was 
handed over to you by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge; and 
you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to 



the cross.  But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the 
agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold 
on him.  David said about him: 
 “I saw the Lord always before me.  Because he is at my right 
hand, I will not be shaken.  Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue 
rejoices; my body also will live in hope, because you will not abandon 
me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay.  You have 
made known to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your 
presence.’ 
 “Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died 
and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day.  But he was a 
prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he would 
place one of his descendants on his throne.  Seeing what was ahead, 
he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned 
to the grave, nor did his body see decay.  God has raised this Jesus 
to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact.  Exalted to the right hand 
of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and 
has poured out what you now see and hear.  For David did not 
ascend to heaven, and yet he said,  
 “ ‘ The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand until I make 
your enemies a footstool for your feet.” 
 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this:  God has made this 
Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 
 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said 
to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 
 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  And you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The promise is for you and your 
children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will 
call.” 
 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with 
them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.”  Those who 
accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were 
added to their number that day. 
 They devoted themselves to the apostles teaching and to the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled 
with awe and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the 
apostles.  All the believers were together and had everything in 
common.  Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone 
as he had need.  Every day they continued to meet together in the 



temple courts.  They broke bread in their homes and ate together with 
glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the 
people.  And the Lord added to their number daily those who were 
being saved. 
 
When you hear this chapter in Acts, which is the giving of the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost, and it comes down, and how does the spirit 
appear on the disciples at that time?  Tongues of fire!  It split and 
rested on each of them!  Everyone involved receives this fire that 
comes on them and as they are baptized in the Holy Spirit then they 
go out and they begin to proclaim all the wonders of God to their 
fellow countrymen in their own language, so there’s accompaniment 
of this that comes along and what happens to the crowds that are 
there for the feast of Pentecost?  They are confused by what’s going 
on, right?  The whole social order gets messed up a little bit in that 
moment, doesn’t it?  And there’s some division, right?  Some people 
want to hear more and they are amazed at this and then others say, 
what about them?  They’ve had too much wine!  And Peter says, No, 
It’s not the wine, it’s only nine in the morning, which for some folk’s 
sounds like a challenge, but Peter is sincere when he says it.  And he 
says, No, it’s not the wine, this is God fulfilling His promises laid out in 
Joel to pour our His spirit on all flesh at the day of the Lord.  A day of 
the Lord is always associated with judgment in the Old Testament 
and in the New Testament.  The day of the Lord is the coming of God 
in power and judgment on what’s been going on. 
 
So this Pentecost fire descends on all the disciples and they begin to 
preach and proclaim and the people, there’s a large number of them 
that want to do something in response to this good news that Jesus 
whom they crucified a mere 40 days or so before that, that He really 
was Lord, He’s the Messiah they have been waiting for and they had 
killed Him.  How should they respond to this?  They were cut to the 
heart, they’re moved in deep places, and Peter says, you should 
repent and be baptized, all of you.   
 
And then at the very tail end of the chapter it talks about how this 
group of ragtag folks from all around the world begin a new way of 
living together in light of the revelation of the Holy Spirit, in light of the 
revelation that Jesus is the Messiah, and they begin to live in 
common and devote themselves to the apostles teaching and to 



prayer. They sell their material goods so that no one among them 
lacks anything and everyone is taken care of.  Is that going to disrupt 
the social order?  Is that a declaration of judgment against the way 
the world has been set up?  It’s a holy spirit that’s poured out that 
trumps bloodlines and family ties saying that it’s poured out on all 
flesh.  You’ll notice that Peter is saying it’s for those who are far off as 
well, in reference to the Gentiles.  It’s not just going to be this tribal 
conflict of now Israel has the Messiah and now the rest of the world is 
going to pay, but instead now the Messiah has come and all are 
invited to repent and get on board with this kingdom vision. 
 
Jesus in John 16 connected the Holy Spirit with His death and 
resurrection saying, “I tell you the truth, it is for your good that I’m 
going away, unless I go away the Counselor will not come to you, but 
if I go I will send Him to you, and when He comes, He will convict the 
world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment, in 
regard to sin because men do not believe me, in regard to 
righteousness because I am going to the Father where you can see 
me no longer and in regard to judgment because the prince of this 
world now stands condemned.”   
 
The fire that Jesus is kindling is the fire of the Holy Spirit that calls out 
of this world a new people.  A gathered together people, gathered 
together around the resurrection of Christ and that word for gathered 
together is the word, “ecclesia” “called out.”  That word ecclesia then 
later gets translated as “church” A people that are devoted to the 
apostles teaching about Christ to the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, to 
the breaking of bread with one another across all previous times be 
they family, conflict, race, whatever they might be crossing those 
boundaries because the Holy Spirit already crossed those boundaries 
and build bridges along the way because in Christ God was 
reconciling himself to the world.   
 
So the question for us becomes, how do we respond to the fire, and I 
think our response is driven by our picture of God.  We can refuse it, 
we treat God like a boss and we say, “You know what, I’m not getting 
on board with that” or we can receive it and trust it and treat God like 
a doctor who is coming to heal us of our worst wounds, our deep soul 
wounds and deep pains of our heart that cause that conflicts in all of 
us and amongst all of us because we feel separated from one 



another.  We can receive that fire in such a way that we no longer 
need to carry around the ammunition that the world has equipped us 
with, and I would suggest to you the whole way that we view conflict, 
the whole way that we view the world with others is transformed in 
the process as well.  In fact in the New Testament church, the only 
sword they need is the sword of the spirit, and the sword of the spirit 
that’s declared in Hebrews if the word of God. 
 
Now we know from earlier in studying Luke’s gospel that the word of 
God is Christ Himself who has testified in the scriptures and that’s 
why the scriptures are important as well.   
 
The Holy Spirit convicts us through the scriptures as they bear 
witness to Jesus and to His kingdom, to His way of ruling and 
governing, and so when we stand before the throne of Christ, not just 
ultimately, but in the day-to-day moments of our lives, we’re laid bear 
by His word. 
 
The author of the letter to the Hebrews puts it this way: “The word of 
God is living and active, sharper than any double-edged sword and it 
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit; (the very things we don’t 
know where one ends and the other begins.  The sword of the Spirit 
penetrates through that.)  Joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts 
and attitudes of the heart.  Nothing in all creation is hidden from 
God’s sight.  Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of 
him to whom we must give account.” 
 
Scripture works on us and it convicts us by pointing to the image of 
Jesus.  Jesus being the image of God, the revelation of God, and so 
when the gospels bear witness to us, it transforms the way we think 
about it, that’s the ammunition we need.  You see a real sword, a 
steel sword at its best, can only restrain evil.  That’s what Paul says 
in the letter to the Romans.  That’s why the government’s given the 
sword to wield, to restrain evil, to maintain a little bit of semblance of 
order. 
 
But a spiritual sword with the scriptures that testify to Christ and the 
Holy Spirit as a fire that has been kindled by Christ’s death and 
resurrection and poured out on all flesh, that’s a sword that 
overcomes evil.  It transforms the enemy. 



 
You’ll notice that what Peter does there is he doesn’t say, “You’re the 
ones who killed Him and now we’re going to have our revenge on 
you.”  He says, “You killed Him, now repent!  See what you’ve done 
and turn away from it.”  It declares judgment on our whole way as 
being as humans and invites us into a new way of being human that 
truly reflects the image and character of God.   
 
When we talk about the scriptures at work in our lives, this is what 
we’re talking about.  When we talk about the way that judgment 
works in our lives, it’s a judgment that begins here and now today and 
we’re invited to respond to this. 
 
In the Book of Revelation, chapter 19, there’s an image of Jesus 
coming back, and He’s riding on a horse and He’s preparing for the 
final battle, and what’s amazing in this, this final battle as all the 
nations and kingdoms of the world gather against Jesus.  It says that 
He comes riding on a horse, and He has a robe that has already 
been dipped in blood.  It’s before the battle, so whose blood is it?  It’s 
not His enemies; it’s His blood; so again, a nod to the crucifixion, to 
the death and ultimately to the resurrection because He’s riding on 
the horse. 
 
And then it says that He brings with Him a sword.  Now often times 
what would happen for me as I was reading through that as a middle 
school boy, my image automatically went to, “Well, what do you do 
with a sword?”  You swing it!  You carry it in your hand, right?  But if 
you look closely, Revelation 19, where does the sword come from?  It 
comes from His mouth.  The sword that Jesus wields is His word that 
lays bear our souls, and reveals our sins and invites us to 
repentance.  That allows the Holy Spirit’s fire to burn away all the 
chaff in our lives and that’s an invitation that’s given to us day by day 
by day, and so we search the scriptures that bear witness to Christ, 
but we have to let Christ be the key to interpreting those scriptures as 
He reveals to us the image of the invisible God; the one who is not 
out there to smash us because He’s angry at us, the one who loves 
us and seeks to restore us to our true potential, to pull the sin away 
from us so that we might be restored and made new.  That’s why 
scripture becomes really important for us because when we study it 
we begin to see Jesus in a new way, and this isn’t the Jesus who is 



made up in our own image, it’s a Jesus who challenges us, who 
doesn’t bring peace the way we make peace by killing our enemies, 
but brings peace by transforming our hearts and our enemies hearts 
so that we would actually seek to be reconciled to our adversary 
rather than rolling the dice on what the judge is going to say, so that 
we would seek to live out a life that reflects His truth and His holiness. 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord God almighty!  Who could dare to 
approach that throne?  You can!  Do you know why?  Because you 
have an advocate who’s already gone to that throne and you can 
approach the throne of God with full confidence because of the grace 
of God, because of the love of God, because of what Jesus 
accomplished on the cross for you.  And that also means that your 
adversary can approach the throne of God.  That your adversary 
needs to come with you to the throne of God.  This is why Jesus 
says, when you know you have a conflict with your brother, leave 
your gift at the altar, go and be reconciled, then come back and offer 
your gift, because the real gift to God is when we respond to His 
message demanding our repentance, demanding judgment on our 
way of running the world, and instead saying, “No, Lord, we’ll run it 
your way, we’ll be reconciled to our adversaries.”  And that’s how we 
honor Christ in those moments. 
 
As we wrap things up this morning, we recognize that ultimately 
Christ has brought about fire, He’s kindled on the earth through His 
baptism on the cross, and we’re invited to step into that fire and be 
refined and transformed by it; to allow Christ to work on the parts of 
our lives that need transformed, and we yield to that because we can 
trust Him, because He’s earned that trust and He’ll work on us. 
 
We also recognize that there’s a rule just like the early church did, to 
invite others along the way, and one of the ways that we do that here 
in Huntington is, there’s a ministry called, “By the Book” and “By the 
Book” has committed themselves to working through the Bible trailers 
with helping students learn more about scripture and the God who 
loves them.  And they’ve been through a lot the last couple of years 
here, but one of the things they are asking partner churches to do; we 
are one, is to pray for the Bibles that they are going to be giving to 
those students this year, I believe they’re 4th graders, correct?  
Somebody want to help me out with my details there. 



 
But as they’re giving these Bibles out to 4th graders, they are asking 
us to pray over them, and we just talked about the judgment of God, 
which is always a fun thing to bring up with 4th graders, but more 
importantly we talked about how God continues to work on us, and 
one of the ways He works on us is through the scriptures that have 
been handed down from the apostles, from the prophets, from all the 
way back in ancient Israel to those who first bore witness to the 
moving of God in His creation. 
 
And so we want to take time to pray over these Bibles, because we 
recognize the ammunition we work with any more is not stones, work 
for David against Goliath, but we’ve got bigger fish to fry.  We don’t 
need to eliminate our enemies; we need to be reconciled with them. 
So instead, we’re going to be giving these 4th graders their very own 
sword in the hopes that it penetrates their heart and their soul and it 
transforms them that they become adults who honor God in their life 
as well. 
 
So, what we’re going to do for these though, and this is going to be a 
stretch for some of you in the room, but that’s okay.  Inside each of 
these, you’ll find a small slip of paper and the small slip of paper has 
instructions for you to gather with a couple of other folks this morning 
and we’re just going to pray through these things.  If you just want to 
read the bullet points on the page, if that’s what you’re comfortable 
with, that’s okay!  That will get to God too!  Not all of you have to pray 
out loud and no not everybody enjoys doing that, but I would 
encourage you to.  God hears your prayers, even the ones without 
words; sometimes those are the best ones. 
 
So, what I am going to do, is I am going to ask for a couple of 
volunteers if you wouldn’t mind helping me out here, and Evan would 
you mind helping me?  Also, in each of these Bibles is a bookmark 
and when you and your group are done praying over these, they ask 
that you each print your name on them because the children of this 
age aren’t learning cursive any more so don’t sign your name 
because they can’t read it.  That’s what I was told, so print them. 
 
So if you guys want to help these guys out and kind of divvy 
yourselves up into groups of 6 or 8, we’ll pray over these! 



 
Like I said, there’s a small slip of paper in there that’s going to give 
instructions on how to pray for them.  And if you’re looking at this and 
saying, “Why do kids get all the fun Bibles and we just get the one 
that came down from my great-great-grandpa, and it might as well 
have been in German because the Old English is not understandable 
for me?”  Well, we can talk about that too! 
 
And as you’re preparing to pray for these, I want to read a letter to 
you from the board of By the Book: 
 
“Thank you for participating with us in this prayer dedication of the 3rd 
grade Bibles (I was off by a year).  The 3rd grade Bibles will be 
distributed as a gift to all the 3rd graders for participating in the By the 
Book program.  We will be handing out nearly 350 Bibles.  We truly 
believe in the power of prayer and are totally in awe of the 
omniscience of our amazing God.  We are fully aware that as each 
Bible is being prayed over that God already knows that specific 
student that will be receiving this particular Bible and that’s an 
amazing thing to think about. 
 
We all have different roles to play in God’s kingdom.  We are in the 
unique position to distribute Bibles to students where it would be 
against the law for individuals or groups to go into the schools to do 
so.  The students are then allowed to take the Bibles into the school 
because it is their Bible.  We know this is a life-changing gift to give 
these students. 
 
Thank you for your role in helping us dedicate these Bibles with 
prayer.” 
 
So I invite you to find one of those Bibles nearest to you.  And as we 
gather together to pray, there are some bullet points.  Did every Bible 
have one, because by my count I’m holding somebody’s?  That’s the 
winner! Okay.   
 
You get the chance to participate in active ministry this morning as 
we pray over these Bibles, and so I want you, again, if you’re not 
comfortable using words to pray out loud, totally understand, that’s 
okay!  I want you to imagine the student that’s receiving this Bible 



then and send some good thoughts and prayers their way silently, 
and then as you are doing that we also want to pray for the teachers 
that are going to be teaching them and instructing them over the 
course of the year as they go through these Bibles with them (the 
Bible Trailer Teachers).  But we also want to pray for our teachers 
and administration in the School Corporation as well and just 
recognizing how unique in the entire nation this program is, because 
most everywhere else it doesn’t exist anymore.  But we also 
recognize that if they’re just reading that Bible and not able to 
comprehend it through the lens of Jesus, it’s not going to get them 
anywhere, so we want to pray for the Holy Spirit to be active in this 
ministry, to really work in these students lives and hearts that they will 
know the love of God and the love of God will transform them. 
 
So let’s take some time to pray. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


