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 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, 
Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had 
been removed from the entrance.  So she came running to Simon 
Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They 
have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where 
they have put him!” 
 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb.  Both 
were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 
tomb first.  He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying 
there but did not go in.  Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, 
arrived and went into the tomb.  He saw the strips of linen lying 
there, as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus’ 
head.  The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen.  
Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also 
went inside.  He saw and believed.  (They still did not understand 
from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 
 Then the disciples went back to their homes, but Mary stood 
outside the tomb crying.  As she wept, she bent over to look into 
the tomb, and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body 
had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 
 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 
 “They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t 
know where they have put him.”  At this, she turned around and 
saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 
 “Woman,” he said, “why are you crying?  Who is it you are 
looking for?” 



 Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have 
carried him away, tell me where you have put him and I will get 
him.” 
 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 
 She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” 
(Which means Teacher). 
 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet 
returned to the Father.  Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 
‘I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God.’” 
 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news:  “I 
have seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these 
things to her. 
 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the 
disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the 
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you!”  After he said this, he showed them his hands and side.  The 
disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 
 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you!  As the Father has sent 
me, I am sending you.”  And with that he breathed on them and 
said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive anyone his sins, they 
are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”   
 
SERMON: 
 
One of my favorite toys growing up were, still are, Legos.  
Yesterday, I drove halfway to Michigan, I drove to Auburn which is 
a great barbecue place in Auburn, if you’re ever up there for 
lunch, and met my parents to fulfill one of their requests for the 
last decade; I took all of my Legos from their house and now I 
have to figure out something to do with them.  One of the things 
that I always loved about Legos was the creative expression it 
gave; it always came with directions and you first, for me at least, 



I put them together with the directions, but then about 20 
minutes later I had totally ripped it apart and rebuilt something 
else.  So I got to express my own creativity with those, and low 
and behold, when I opened up the crates of Legos that my parents 
gave me, there was something in there, still assembled, from 
whenever it was when I was too old to still be playing Legos when 
I put this together. 
 
But it was always interesting to me, you could see this expression 
and this creativity and how it would come together, but one of 
the best things about being a kid and playing with Legos was if 
you think back on your childhood, whether it was Legos or if it 
was drawing or it was macaroni art, or it was poetry or music, 
whatever it was, at the end of the workday, when you’re parents 
came home, one of the first impulses in a kid was to do what?  
You’d run and show them!  So you’d come running to them and 
you would show them what you put together.  “Look Dad!  This is 
my version of an X-wing from Star Wars,” right, or whatever it 
might have been.  And you’re parents, if they knew what they 
were doing, did not say, “Son, that doesn’t look like an X-wing and 
the colors don’t match!”  Right?  They didn’t do that!  They said, 
“Wow!  That’s amazing!” 
 
I recognize we have the kids with us this morning, and they are 
awesome for being up here with us! 
 
Now you adults are going to be jealous, because in a moment, any 
of you kids, would you like to help me with the sermon this 
morning?  (Kids come forward)   
 
(Pastor Richard speaks to the children) So, here’s what I want you 
to do:  if you want to help me with the sermon, you are welcome 
to come up front at this time together because during the sermon 



you are going to get to play with and build with the Legos of my 
childhood!  So if you want to come forward, and we’ll take kids of 
all ages!  (Laughter)    (Pastor Richard dumps Legos onto the floor) 
 
For my first magic trick of the morning, I will keep the kids 
engaged the entire sermon!  (Laughter) 
 
When we think about a good magic trick, there is a lot that goes 
into good magic trick, and we can have a lot of fun with magic 
because it involves all sorts of things for us.  It involves a 
suspension of belief, which is one of the key things, that you could 
actually have a moment where you see this illusion take place, 
you’ll notice the image that’s there, the woman suspended for the 
crowd, and you know what’s fun about this is this picture is 
actually from an old Sears Optical ad.  If you look closely, the 
message they’re sending is if you go to Sears Optical you’ll be able 
to see the strings in the magic show. You’ll be able to see 
everything that’s going on, because when you learn to see it, it 
changes the way you look at the trick, the way you look at the 
magician, the way you look at the entertainment of it.  Because 
what’s most important in any good magic trick is suspension of 
belief, that you get drawn into the trick so much you can believe 
that a woman would levitate at the command of a man with a 
funny hat and a wand.  You begin to believe that anything is 
possible.  Anything could happen tonight because of everything 
that he is doing.  You begin to wonder what’s he going to do next, 
what’s he going to come up with next.  But what’s really key in 
every good magic trick, every good magic trick comes in 3 parts: 
 
First you have the pledge, it’s the sacred object, and it’s the thing 
that you’re all paying attention to, right?  It’s the thing that 
matters most in the moment; it’s the thing you wonder about, 
what is he doing.  Because every good magician, what do they do?   



They’re telling you to watch over here, and what are they doing 
all along?  Something over here, right?  So you have your pledge, 
your sacred object, the thing that you fixate your attention onto, 
the thing that you know is the key to it all, and if you could just 
figure out what happens to it, you could understand the trick and 
you would have it all figured out. 
 
Step 2 in any good magic trick is the turn.  The turn is the thing 
where we all go “whoa!”  Right?  Because it’s when the pledge 
disappears, it’s taken away; it’s removed from the scene 
somehow.  But the best magicians don’t stop there.  The best 
magicians do what?  They bring it back, don’t they?  The best 
magicians recognize that there’s the pledge, there is the turn and 
there is the prestige then, and it brings it all together in one place 
and you recognize then that while they have been working all 
along, they’ve taken this sacred object, this thing that has held 
your attention and they’ve gotten rid of it, but then they’re able 
to bring it back in some new profound way, whatever it might be.  
So the pledge is going along and then all of a sudden it’s gone.   
 
But magic becomes something very insightful for us, so I want to 
talk to you a little bit about the temple, I want to talk to you about 
magic, I want to talk to you about communion, I want to talk to 
you about Legos and I want to talk to you about mold. 
 
So we begin with the temple.  We have here a layout of the 
second temple.  This was during the era of Jesus, and you’ll notice 
that it’s kind of concentric walls and circles of holiness.   At the 
vey center you would have the Holy of Holies.  Everything outside 
of that was considered less holy than the Holy of Holies.   
 



Now the Holy of Holies was something that you would see, there 
was a giant curtain that cut that off from the rest of the temple 
area (shows an image on the screen).   
 
One day a year, the high priest would enter into the Holy of 
Holies, carrying with them a goblet of lamb’s blood from the 
sacrifices they had done, and they would pour out this blood on 
the Ark of the Covenant that was in there, and the priest as he 
would go through the curtain actually had a rope tied around his 
ankle because no one else was allowed in there because they 
would be struck down.  There was a chance that the high priest 
would be struck down as well, so he had bells on the edge of his 
robe and a rope around his ankle, and if they stopped hearing the 
bells, they would tug on the rope, and if they didn’t get a 
response, they would tug harder and pull him out. 
 
So he would step through into the Holy of Holies, and what was 
there was the Ark of the Covenant.  Now the Ark of the Covenant 
was significant through all of Israel’s history.  What happened by 
the time that Jesus was living on earth, the temple had been 
destroyed once and the Ark had been carried off into captivity, so 
at the time of Jesus, there was no Ark behind the veil, but inside 
the Ark of Covenant, the Jewish people held that the budding staff 
of Aaron was there; it was a sign of being chosen as a high priest 
by the Most High God.  When rivals would come along and said, 
“No, we’re going to be the priest, you just need to listen to us, 
God gave them a test and said, “Throw down your staves and the 
one that buds, that’s my priest”, and that’s what happened with 
Aaron’s staff, so that was in there. 
 
Also in there were a copy of the original Ten Commandments on 
stone, they were in there as well, as well a jar of manna, 
reminding them the way that God had sustained Israel during the 



Exodus as they wandered through the wilderness; these were 
important things for Israel to remember as they met with their 
God. 
 
Now temples throughout human history have sacred spaces 
where people have gone to meet with the Divine; it’s where you 
went to get rain for your crops; it’s where you went to make 
peace with the gods if you have angered them; it’s where you 
went to get forgiveness of your sins; it’s where you went to be 
reconciled to those around you.  It was at the heart and life of a 
community was the temple, along with its priests, along with all 
the high hierarchy and power that came with that.   
 
In the Jewish temple, this Ark was there, and you’ll notice that it’s 
a box, and on top of the box are what?  There are 2 angels, one at 
either end.   You have one at the left side and one at the right 
side.   In between those angels on the lid itself was what was 
called the Mercy Seat.  And when the priest would come in once a 
year with the blood of the Passover lamb and the lamb of 
atonement, they would come in with this blood on the day of 
atonement, they would sprinkle it on the Mercy Seat, and it was 
believed that then there was forgiveness for the peoples sins for 
that year and the glory of God would appear as a brilliant light, 
resting between the angels above the surface of the Ark of the 
Covenant.  So you can see why this was a big deal for them.  It 
was huge; it was major significance for them to have the Ark 
there. 
 
But let’s look at this through the eyes of a little bit of magic:  The 
temple is there, the Ark of the Covenant, Israel remembers that it 
used to be there, but it is no longer there in the Holy of Holies, 
and then we have Good Friday!  And at Noon, Jesus cries out, as 
darkness falls over the land, at 3 o’clock He cries out again, “It is 



finished!”  And at that time, we read in the scriptures a witness 
and testimony that says, that the veil in the temple that separated 
the Holy of Holies from the rest of creation was torn, top to 
bottom and ripped apart, and the Holy of Holies was revealed to 
the sight of all who saw it, and they didn’t die.  That was 
unexpected!  That the curtain would tear, that they would see the 
Holy of Holies and that they would still be alive.  
 
Now what happens in Jesus’ teachings, time and time again, as He 
begins to talk about Himself being a new temple, that you’re not 
going to need a temple of brick and stone, but instead He is going 
to be the temple; He is going to be the place where people come 
and meet with God in the very flesh.  And so, you see there’s this 
sacred object held up as the temple, right?  The Ark of the 
Covenant, and then with Jesus on the cross as He is crucified, and 
there is this tearing apart, there’s a turn, it disappears; they 
expect there to be something, but nothing is there!  And so 
instead, what happens next?  What happens next is an empty 
tomb!  And in the empty tomb, which is the prestige of all of this, 
it says that Mary Magdalene went in and there is a slab there 
where they have laid Jesus’ body.  His blood had soaked into the 
stone, and when she looks in, she sees an angel at the head and 
the foot, and if she was looking directly at it, and you will see I 
found the brick testament for you, angels at either end of the 
bench.  One at the head and one at the foot, or if you’re looking 
directly at it, one on the left and one on the right.   
 
Notice what John is doing in his gospel.  He is recasting, this is the 
Ark of the new covenant.  You heard about the Ark of the old 
covenant that used to be in the Holy of Holies, you don’t need It 
anymore because now there is an Ark of the New Covenant, and 
with the Ark of the New Covenant then there is going to be a new 
temple as well.  It’s a new understanding that Jesus Himself will 



be the temple, and where Paul and the apostles run with this, is 
they begin to say, anyone is in Christ is a brick in that temple.  So 
the temple has gone from being a building where you went to 
meet with God to being Jesus Himself, to being the body of Christ 
which is y’all.   
 
So when you hear a 70’s disco hits saying, She’s a Brick House, 
yeah!  Exactly!  (Laughter)  Because we are temples of God, we 
bear the image of God, the dwelling place and glory of God 
through the Holy Spirit.  This is good news! 
 
So why do we have buildings like this?  Why do we take care of 
spaces like this?  Well let me tell you this:  The last 5 or 6 weeks 
we have been downstairs in the Fellowship Hall.  And from all the 
feedback we’ve gotten, it’s been good, it’s been enjoyable, it’s a 
different look on our worship experience, especially for those of 
you who have grown up here. 
 
But even those who are new with us this morning; think for a 
moment when you walked into this space, and you saw the 
stained glass, and you saw the red and you saw the cross, and you 
saw the vaulted ceilings and you saw the woodwork, what did it 
evoke in you?  There was a bit of awe to that, right?  There’s a bit 
of “Wow!  It’s beautiful!”  You might even say it feels sacred, it 
feels different than my living room; that’s all the definition of 
sacred is.  It feels different than my living room. 
 
The purpose of space like this and why we put down new carpet 
every so often is so that we can have a sense of the sacred; but 
it’s not meant to confine the sacred here because God does not 
dwell in buildings made with man’s hands, God dwells in His 
creation and the point of this space is to draw our attention long 
enough and repeatedly enough, that when we go out from here, 



we see God in that space too, and we live our lives before the 
living God and we realize the heart that the living God has for His 
creation and for the people around us, we begin to look at life 
differently as a result of that. 
 
We come together here not to meet with God per se, we come to 
meet together.  As the author of Hebrews said, to spur one 
another on to love and good deeds in remembrance of Christ and 
what He has done because Christ is with us as we go into Monday 
through Saturday; He’s not just with us here on Sunday morning, 
but there’s something about when we gather together here that 
lifts us up and prepares us to be good news to the world around 
us as we go into the rest of our week, but let’s talk about more 
magic. 
 
We’ve had a little temple magic, now we want to have a little 
table magic:  Now when we think about table magic, what are the 
words that a magician says before they pull the rabbit out of their 
hat?  Abracadabra!  Or they might say Hocus Pocus, right?  Now 
hocus-pocus, some of you may have studied Latin and if you did, 
you never found that as a phrase in your Latin dictionary; the 
reason being is it’s a nonsense phrase.  It is nonsensically, it’s 
supercalifragilisticexpialidocious; that’s all it is! 
 
What’s interesting, is when street performers began to use the 
phrase “hocus pocus” when they began to do their magic tricks 
and parlor tricks on the streets of London and around England, 
the Medieval priest at that time said, “Huh!  That sounds familiar! 
 
You see at the time, in the Latin Mass, when the priest would 
preside over the elements, they would say the phrase, “Hoc est. 
corpus!”  This is my body!  And so they began to catch this, the 
street performers were making fun of the elements at the table.  



When they were saying, hocus pocus, they were saying, “We’ve 
got a better magic trick.    They are going to turn the bread and 
cup into the flesh and blood of Jesus, we’ve got a better one for 
you to watch here on the streets” and they were just playing and 
having fun with it.     
 
So with hocus pocus, there’s always this sense of it brings the 
communion table into the whole mess, and what’s fascinating 
about the table in a couple of ways for me, in John 6, Christ says 
that He gives His flesh as bread for the life of the world.  He gives 
it as bread for the life of the world; it’s something that is given on 
behalf of the world.  The world is kind of big, isn’t it?  He wasn’t 
just giving it for the 12 at the table there, He’s giving Himself for 
the life of the world, and as He does this also, we recognize that 
at that table with Him, Judas, the Betrayer, is at the table.  Peter 
the one who abandons Him in His hour of need is there at the 
table.  They’re all there at the table!  And they’re all welcomed at 
that table, and they create space for them at the table, and what 
happens then is Jesus takes the Passover meal on Maundy 
Thursday, the Last Supper, and He reinstitutes it and says, “Don’t 
worry about the lamb, focus on the bread, focus on the cup. 
These things you will do in remembrance of me.  I am being taken 
and broken and given for the sake of the world.  So too you will be 
taken and blessed and broken and given to the world around 
you.” 
 
St. Paul and Augustine, both later on say, “you are what you eat”, 
so when Paul writes in his letter to the Corinthians, “You are the 
body of Christ and each one of you is part of it”.  What Jesus had 
done, what Paul and Augustine continue to do is there’s a pledge.  
The cup and the loaf, and there’s a turn as we take those 
elements into us and what happens to the bread and the cup?  
We chew it, right?  And the very substance of that bread 



nourishes our body and combines with the atoms and the energy 
that’s already in there and what does bread do for us besides add 
to our hips?  It gives us energy to work in the world; it sustains our 
very livelihood in the world.  So we have the sacred object of the 
elements, the turn is where we take it and then the prestige is as 
it comes back to us; not only is the loaf the body of Christ, we are 
the body of Christ.  “You are what you eat, become what you are” 
is how Augustine says it.  You are what you eat, become what you 
are!  And some of us, well we become like “ice cream sundaes” 
because that’s what we eat! 
 
But with the elements, you become what you eat, become what 
you are; this gives us a whole new way of seeing the world around 
us and thinking about it, because we begin to realize that all of 
creation is filled with the glory of God, there’s not a new building 
that’s a temple, but all of creation itself is a temple and it gives us 
a new way of seeing ourselves, God and the world around us. 
 
We look at things differently what we begin to understand what’s 
going on, when they’re saying these things, when we begin to 
reflect on what’s going on here.   
 
You see when you look at the trial of Jesus, because the Romans 
were involved with it, because the Jewish leaders were involved 
with it, basically you have all of humanity represented in those 
texts, condemning Jesus.  Unless we think that we would do any 
differently, we only have to look at our own history of 50 years or 
so to be reminded the temptation we have to scapegoat, to 
punish and to put all of our sins onto somebody else and punish 
them for them.  All of humanity condemned Jesus, the political 
and religious powers of the day, the common crowds of the day, 
the Jews and the Gentiles all together condemned.   
 



“It is finished!”  He goes into the tomb on Good Friday and 
remains in the tomb on Holy Saturday and on Resurrection 
Sunday the tomb is empty, because resurrection is God’s 
justification and vindication for Christ recognizing that He has 
been raised.  We shamed Him; God glorified Him.  He bore the 
cross, He took away the sin of the world and in doing so, He 
invites us to be healed and made new, and the way that that 
happens; the way a wood cross becomes a blooming cross and life 
comes out of death is as we gaze on and reflect upon the truth of 
it we are saved, cleansed and healed as we remember, as we 
meditate upon it. 
 
When you look at John, chapter 20, and the resurrection scene 
that I read earlier this morning, 13 times it talks about the 
importance of seeing in order to believe.  You have to see it in a 
new way, you have to look at your life in a new way, and you have 
to see it in a different way.  Because what would happen if we 
didn’t see?  The four verbs associated with the bread, you know 
the pledge that it is taken, it is blessed, it is broken and it is given.  
We recognize that we have been taken and we have been 
blessed, but what if there was a time where we decided, “I don’t 
want to be broken, I don’t want to be given, I only want to gain, 
and I want to keep it to myself.”  What if we didn’t take and eat 
and remember the life of Christ, the example of Christ. 
 
How many of you have baking soda in your refrigerator?  Why do 
you have it there?  Keeps the smell down doesn’t it?  What causes 
the smell and odors mostly?  Anyone want some communion 
bread?  (Richard holds up a loaf of moldy communion bread).  
(Laughter)  This is a loaf of communion bread.  This is what 
happens when you leave it out several weeks in a row and you 
expose it to the elements.  You’ll notice it’s double-bagged, 
because the mold began to bond to the plastic and eat its way 



through and it began to drip onto the counter.  So, who wants 
bread?  (Laughter)  Why not?  Because it’s moldy, right?  Because 
it wasn’t consumed at the proper time and it didn’t allow itself to 
be given, so as a result of that it became moldy bread and nobody 
wants moldy bread. 
 
If the folks around us want nothing to do with Christ, maybe it’s 
because we’ve forgotten the plot, we’ve forgotten about 
recognizing that we are taken, we are blessed, and we are broken 
and given on behalf of the world around us.  We come just as 
Christ came as a suffering servant to the world around us.   
 
It’s amazing, in Luke’s gospel, when he presents the communion 
table, and He gives them the elements, you know the first thing 
the disciples do after He gives them the elements?  They begin to 
argue over who’s the greatest.  We do the same thing all the time 
and Jesus reminds them, “No, you don’t want to be the greatest.  
The greatest among you who is the one who is childlike, who lets 
go of their ego to the point where they can serve those around 
them and they don’t need to defend themselves against every 
sort of slight they receive in the world, but instead they can greet 
those around them with true love, mercy, truth, grace, peace, joy, 
patience, thoughtfulness and self-control.”  We like being around 
people like that for a reason.  They are good news in our life! 
 
So as we receive the bread and we take it into ourselves, we don’t 
want to end up like this (shows the loaf of bread).  We want to 
make sure that we are being broken and poured out and given to 
the world around us, because ultimately that’s how it works, 
that’s the real magic of it.  So we need to get eating and becoming 
the body of Christ in the world. 
 



This is why Paul talks about us being a kingdom of priests.  I’m not 
your priest.  We are all priests in Christ because this is not a 
temple.  All of creation is a temple.  The whole thing is a temple, 
and as a result of that what you do moment by moment, day by 
day is the opportunity to worship and glorify God, whether it’s in 
the physics lab, the manager’s office, the teacher’s desk, the 
doctor’s office, the patrol car for the police officer, the 
courtroom, the ballot box, parenting; all of these things are 
moments to glorify God to recognize the Divine is all around.  
Christ is all around us, as Paul wrote:  “In Him we have our being” 
and so when you’re raising your kids you can encourage that 
creativity within them, you can encourage that joyfulness and 
playfulness within them, you can celebrate those things and as 
you continue into your old age, you can continue to bless the 
world around you because we’re all in this together and we need 
all the generations because they remind us of how God operates 
in the world.  There’s a reason why Jesus chose the metaphor of a 
father and his children because when we recognize that we are 
God’s children and there are bricks enough for all of us and we all 
get along and play pretty well together, don’t we?  But when we 
fall into the trap of scarcity thinking, “I’ve got to get mine before 
you get yours” and we forget that that’s my brother or that’s my 
sister, a whole host of violence breaks out amongst us, and we 
need purged from that; we need cleansed from that sort of 
mentality that we can recognize that in Christ, we have been 
taken we have been blessed and we are being called to be broken 
and given on behalf of the world around us. 
 
(Pastor Richard shows what the kids have been making with the 
Legos) 
 
I want to end with this scripture:  You might not know this but at 
one point in the history of the church, Christians fought one 



another and they didn’t get along all the time; I know, it’s just 
weird, right?  They said, “Our pastor’s better than your pastor” 
and they just fought over potlucks and everything.  I’m really glad 
we moved on from that.  But what happened was Paul wrote a 
letter to address these divisions within the church; a certain 
church in Corinth and they had these leaders there.  They had 
Apollo, they had Cephas and they had Paul himself, and people 
were just saying, “I’m with them, I’m with them! We’re better 
than you and let’s fight!”  And that’s what they did!  It was really 
silly and a waste of their time and energy because Paul wanted 
them to recognize the truth of the communion table; that they 
had been blessed in Christ, taken up in Christ and that they were 
meant to be broken and given to the world, not to rival with one 
another and to be rivals with one another.   
 
So as he’s writing this letter, the way that he addresses it is he 
goes right to their root fear.  Why do we get in tribes, why do we 
get in teams?  Why do Michigan and Ohio State fight?  Why do 
Purdue and IU fight, because we find our identity throughout 
much of our life by defining ourselves over and against other 
people.  So Paul hits right at the root of that corrupt tree with 
these words:  “Do you not know that you are a temple of God and 
that the spirit of God dwells in you?”  Now the you there is 
pleural, so it’s like we’re down in Louisville. 
 
Do y’all not know that y’all are a temple of God and that they 
spirit of God dwells in y’all.  If any man destroys the temple of 
God, God will destroy him because the temple of God is holy and 
that’s what y’all are.  So then let no one boast in men, for all 
things belong to y’all.” 
 
How many of you all wondered while they were playing up here, 
when the first fight was going to break out?  (Laughter) “Because I 



want that exact piece you have in your hand.”  Why didn’t that 
happen?  Because they’re in church and they need to behave, 
right?  (Laughter)  Yeah, because when we’re young, we’re really 
good about that long-range planning and thinking ahead of 
consequences.  (Laughter) 
 
Kids, did you feel like you had enough bricks to play with?  Did you 
ever wonder if they would run out?  You saw there was a huge 
pile there, right?  They recognize that all things belong to them; 
that for this time period they got them all!  They had everything 
they could need or want; all things belong to y’all, whether it Paul, 
Apollo, Cephas, or the world, or life or death, or things present or 
things to come, all things belong to y’all, and y’all belong to Christ!  
And Christ belongs to God!  You belong so you don’t have to 
prove yourself by trying to say, “they don’t belong” and the world, 
all things belong to y’all; the world, life, death, things present, 
things to come, all things belong to y’all, and y’all belong to Christ 
and Christ belongs to God! 
 
Think about the enormity of these phrases that Paul is using!  He’s 
saying, “When you see the bricks of your life and you only get so 
many bricks, have the freedom and joy to create and build, 
because at the end of that life, your heavenly father returns and 
you run to show Him what you’ve been doing while He was out of 
sight; you get to showcase that, you get to show that off and His 
loving, gracious truth will be “Well done, my good and faithful 
servant!”  All things belong to y’all!  All things are yours.  There is 
nothing to fear because perfect love of Christ drives out fear.  
There is nothing to fear.  All things belong to y’all.  So we need to 
get building. 
 
 


