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 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them 
two by two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to 
go.  He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.  Ask 
the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 
field.  Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves.  Do not take a 
purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road. 
 When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’  If a man 
of peace is there, your peace will rest on him; if not, it will return to you.  
Stay in that house, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the 
worker deserves his wages.  Do not move around from house to house. 
 When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is set before 
you.  Heal the sick who are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God is 
near you.’  But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its 
streets and say, ‘Even the dust of your town that sticks to our feet we 
wipe off against you.  Yet be sure of this:  The kingdom of God is near.’  I 
tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that 
town. 
 “Woe to you, Korazin!  Woe to you, Bethsaida!  For if the miracles 
that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they 
would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.  But it will 
be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for you.  And 
you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to the skies?  No, you will go down 
to the depths. 
 He who listens to you listens to me; he who rejects you rejects me; 
but he who rejects me rejects him who sent me.” 
 The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the 
demons submit to us in your name.” 
 He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.  I have 
given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to 
overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you.  However, 
do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names 
are written in heaven.” 



 At that time, Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, “I 
praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 
these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little 
children.  Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure. 
 “All things have been committed to me by my Father.  No one 
knows who the Son is except the Father, and no one knows who the 
Father is except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal 
him.” 
 Then he turned to his disciples and said privately, “Blessed are the 
eyes that see what you see.  For I tell you that many prophets and kings 
wanted to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear 
but did not hear it.” 
 
SERMON:  Sandy is our utility player this morning, she is taking care of a 
lot of things so, appreciate the effort.   
 
To begin with I want you to turn in your bulletin, let’s go ahead and 
open up your bulletin, and we want to begin with a reminder that the 
Lord who sent out missionaries 2000 years ago is still sending, and so I 
want to direct your attention to the purpose of this congregation; why 
we exist?  Why they saw fit to start this 160 or so years ago and why we 
remained here.  And so the purpose of St. Peter’s First Community 
Church can be found on the inside of your bulletin and we’re just going 
to read that real quick together, okay? 
 
The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community Church is to glorify God, 
build up the body of Christ and reach out to those in our community and 
world to help them become followers of Christ. 
 
Now that last part’s the really, really important crescendo there, we are 
trying to become ourselves and invite others to become followers of 
Christ.  We don’t want to be Christian in name only, we want to follow, 
and we want to walk in the way of Christ.  As we go through Luke’s 
gospel, he picks up on this language of the way in the book of Luke and 
then later in the book of Acts; this notion that Christianity is a way of 
life; it is a new way of living in the world. 
 
When I was younger, I used to think of missionaries as people who “go 
over there” and some of that can be true.  But now my understanding of 



missions is less about where you live and more about how you live 
where you live.  It’s about the lifestyle, it’s about a lifestyle of love and 
peace and joy, and it’s the same mission as Jesus.  This is why He uses 
His own life as a paradigm for our lives with taking up our cross daily to 
follow Him, and we see in this chapter in Luke, it’s not something He 
does by Himself.  He multiples the workers and you see this reference to 
the seventy-two or some of the manuscripts talk about seventy being 
sent out. 
 
Now the importance of this goes back to again, anytime you see 
numbers in scripture there’s usually a symbol and a reason behind it 
and so it’s kind of like code-breaking sometimes; well, maybe that’s not 
a good analogy because some folks get obsessed with breaking a code of 
the Bible.  But the seventy is a reference back to Genesis 10; and when 
you go through Genesis 10 it is the descendants of Noah and how they 
filled the earth then after the flood and as a result then there were 
seventy or seventy-two nations that then filled the world.  So when you 
see Jesus commissioning, seventy or seventy-two; however number it is 
and sending there out, there’s a symbolic gesture here that this is a 
message for all the world even though they’re going out to prepare on 
His way to Jerusalem and just those towns there, there is a notion 
embedded in this that this is meant to be for all of creation, not just for 
Jerusalem.  This is good news for everyone. 
 
Also then later on in the history of Israel, when they are called out of 
Egypt, Moses leads them out of Egypt and towards the Promised Land, 
never quite getting there himself, but along the way he gets exhausted 
and worn out by his leadership duties, and so they commissioned 
seventy to seventy-two elders that will help him with governing the 
nation and leading the people and helping the people be a people for 
God.  This multiplication is key and it is crucial.  That’s the situation we 
find ourselves in is inheriting a mission that began thousands of years 
ago, and so when we join into this work, when we join into the work of 
worship like we’ve done this morning, when we join in the work of 
evangelism or discipleship, we are joining in, we are not starting 
anything, we are getting on board with what God is already up to in our 
world. 
 



Now what gets complicated with this is the kingdom of the world is set 
against the kingdom of God, and so there’s a rejection that takes place, 
there’s a hardship that comes with that and what could be the worst, the 
most insidious part of this that we see in the history of Israel and we see 
it in our own lives as well is when because of our own hardness of heart, 
we can reject this way of living, we don’t want to take up a cross, crosses 
are painful.  There’s a reason why it’s tough, it’s hard because it’s a 
death of our old way of living and being raised into new life.  This is one 
reason we do baptisms is because we are recognizing old has been 
washed away and the new remains, and if that’s something you’ve never 
experienced and your considering, we’re going to have a baptism 
service here coming up in September; so be sure to check with us if 
you’re interested in that.  But when we look at that, the whole point of 
that is that we put off the old life and we come into new life; that 
requires a softening of our hearts that happens through the Holy Spirit, 
it requires an encounter with the risen Christ who molds us shapes us to 
reflect Him to the world around us.  If fact, the image that’s used by Paul 
is the imaging of polishing a metal surface so that it can better reflect 
the image that’s in it, and so too with us, the Holy Spirit begins to polish 
us and reflect us, and it challenges us about how we go about the world, 
but there’s good news in this. 
 
The good news is that Jesus saw Satan fall like lightening, the good news 
is the battle, and the war is already set.  The outcome is determined, but 
it’s about inviting us to join in this, to be conquered ourselves by the 
Holy Spirit and by Jesus that we might live into His kingdom because it’s 
tough to have a kingdom without a king!  A kingdom is defined by the 
reign and rule of the king and so the more that we give ourselves over, 
the more we give every square inch of our lives over to the king, the 
more we see the kingdom spread and move beyond just us.  
 
But we can learn some lessons from those missionaries 2000 years ago 
on how we go about this way and how we carry this mission with us, 
and so if you’ll turn with me to Luke chapter 10; if you’re not there 
already, I invite you to turn there in the red pew Bibles if you don’t have 
a Bible, it’s on page 1085. 
 

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them 
two by two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to 



go.  He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.  Ask 
the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 
field.   So one of the things we notice right away is there’s a prayer 
imbedded in this.  “Ask the Lord of the harvest.”  And who is the Lord of 
the harvest?  Well, Jesus Himself is Lord of the harvest.  He’s the one 
who does the sending; He’s the one who planted Himself in the world to 
bring about a harvest of righteousness and so we begin with prayer.  
There’s a prayer asking for more workers, asking to have the Lord of the 
harvest to send workers into the fields, but then you’ll notice it doesn’t 
stop with prayer.  What’s the next word immediately, all together:  Go!   
When you pray, be ready for God to say, “You know I’ve placed that on 
your heart for a reason.  This is a burden for you.”   

 
One of my favorite things as a young leader when somebody comes to 
me with something that is burning on their heart about something we 
need to change here at the church, and those of you who have had that 
conversation with me you know what’s my usual response?  That 
sounds great!  I think you should do that!  And sometimes that burning 
issue goes away.  Sometimes though that ignites a flame that allows 
somebody to really start to serve and use their gifts and it becomes a 
beautiful thing where they join and partner with God in whatever God 
has laid on their hearts. 
 
“Go!  I am sending you out like lambs among wolves.“ And you know 
that part’s important because that’s the title this morning, right?  We 
just don’t know how yet.   
 
Lambs among wolves talks about a certain kind of demeanor, doesn’t it?  
How many of you are going to 4-H some time in the next week or two?  
How many of you are afraid of the lambs at 4-H?  Only be afraid of their 
silence, you don’t need to be afraid of lambs themselves, right?  Why 
not?  It would be laughable, right?  They’re pretty gentle, they can be a 
bit dumb, yeah, they smell, but they’re not going to do you a lot of harm, 
right?  It’s not like petting a lion or a wolf.  
 
Now if we had wolves at 4-H, attendance might go up but it brings some 
risks with it!  It would be an interesting show too!  But lambs have an 
entirely different demeanor about them, don’t they?  So when Jesus 
commissions these seventy-two and He sends them out like lambs 



among wolves; that there statement that is so easy to skip over and get 
into the other details is huge because it’s not enough to be on mission, 
it’s how you carry out the mission, right?  If you have a mission, that 
mission, that purpose is going to drive your strategy.  If you’re trying to 
achieve an objective, you want to make sure that your strategy lines up 
with that mission that along the way you don’t get distracted and turned 
away from other things that take away from that mission and so instead, 
we go out like lambs among wolves! 
 
“Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the 
road.”  About a month ago, Megan gave a sermon from the beginning of 
chapter 9 in which He had similar instructions and He sends out the 
twelve.   The whole point of not having the purse or the bag or the 
sandals is that “you” are the equipment!  You are the tools that Jesus is 
using; it’s not about having a fancy projector, it’s not about having the 
slick PowerPoint, it’s not about having the best equipment, it’s about 
making yourself available for God to use you in your daily life.  “And do 
not greet anyone on the road” sounds kind of rude, right, but back in 
that day, and if you’ve ever traveled abroad you might have experienced 
this: when you greet someone, especially back in that day, people didn’t 
get out much, they didn’t travel like we do now, so when you greeted 
someone on the road, you would share your family lineage with them, 
so they could know where you come from, who you descended from and 
you could know them because part of that is so you would know 
whether your families, historically would get along and whether or not 
this is a friend or a foe, and so those greetings could take hours.  Jesus is 
telling them to be rude so they can get on with the mission.  “Don’t get 
sidetracked by the genteelness of the day.   Don’t get sidetracked with 
those pleasantries, get on with the mission of going and proclaiming.”  
But remember, it’s not rudeness for the sake of rudeness, it’s setting 
aside something that occupies your time and keeps you from being on 
mission during that time. 
 
“When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’”  The first thing 
you do as a lamb among wolves is you declare peace.  When you enter 
into that house you declare peace.  You don’t choose whom you’re going 
to declare peace to.  You don’t k now the people in the house yet, but 
you always lead with declaring peace.  This is what makes it good news, 



gospel.  You declare peace.  Christ has one peace, and you’ll see how that 
connects all the way back, too! 
 
“If a man of peace is there, your peace will rest on him; if not, it will 
return to you.”  So whether or not your peace rests on that household or 
not, it depends on how they receive the good news of that peace.  It’s 
entirely up to them to take it or leave it, but you declare it nonetheless. 
 
“Stay in that house, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the 
worker deserves his wages.  Do not move around from house to house.”  
As sometimes was a custom by those who abused the system of 
hospitality.  And then what? 
 
“When you enter a town and are welcomed,”  when you have been 
welcomed, when you receive hospitality, “eat what is set before you.  
Heal the sick who are there and tell them the kingdom of God is near 
you.’   So right from the get go, you declare peace, you receive, you be a 
model guest of whatever they give you, you take it and you thank it, you 
never look a gift horse in the mouth, right?  But you receive it as a gift, 
and in that receiving then you begin to heal whatever you can help heal 
and you begin to teach and proclaim what?  The kingdom of God is near; 
this is also good news!  But, sometimes they don’t want to receive good 
news and so it goes on to say: 
???? 
“But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets 
and say, ‘Even the dust of your town that sticks to our feet we wipe off 
against you.  Yet be sure of this:  The kingdom of God is near.’   So the 
only difference is, you don’t heal in that place.  You’ve already declared 
peace, they’ve rejected it, you don’t stay and do healing, you don’t 
receive the hospitality because it hasn’t been offered to you, and you 
still proclaim the kingdom of God is near.  The kingdom of God is near 
regardless of whether or not we respond to it or not.  God is near to us 
in a moment whether we are aware of it or not.  It’s an invitation for us 
to become aware of the kingdom of God.  That awareness then spreads 
through the rest of our life.    
 
“I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that 
town.”   Now why Sodom?  Why does He evoke Sodom?  Sodom was the 
paradigm of God’s judgment in the Old Testament and in Jewish life and 



thought.   And if you go back to Genesis 19 where the judgment takes 
place and 18 to understand what was happening there, Sodom was 
punished specifically for the lack of hospitality it showed to strangers.  
That’s why Jesus evokes it in this image.  Abraham is held up as the 
model of hospitality where he receives these strangers into his tent in 
Genesis 18 and then those strangers go with the message of judgment 
upon Sodom and when they go they are refused hospitality, they are 
threatened with violence physically and sexually and then Lot and his 
family have to escape and the judgment comes down.  Sodom was a 
mess!  It was a paradigm of a no good, very bad place to live.  It was 
great for its residence, it rejected anyone who came through because if 
you let them in, then you had to share the wealth and they didn’t want 
to do that, so when He evoked Sodom He was talking about a 
community that doesn’t do hospitality like the missionaries are 
experiencing when they go to those towns.  Now remember, all this 
time, He’s been in Galilee and there’s been some tiffs along the way, but 
for the most part people have welcomed His ministry because people 
like to get healed, right?  But not always.  Have you ever tried to heal 
someone who doesn’t want healed?  Have you ever tried to help 
someone who doesn’t see that as an issue or a problem?  It doesn’t get 
very far does it?  In fact, it doesn’t go anywhere. 
Remember what Jesus said about not wasting time on the road, well, if 
they don’t want the healing, you get up and you move on.  You don’t 
make a big deal about it, you don’t act surprised that they have refused 
you hospitality, you get up and you move on, you shake the dust off your 
feet, you don’t want to take any of it with you.  You leave it all behind 
and you move onto the next place! 
 
And then He has this warning: “Woe to you, Korazin!  Woe to you, 
Bethsaida!  For if the miracles that were performed in you had been 
performed in Tyre and Sidon” another historically hostile place to the 
kingdom of God, “ they would have repented long ago, sitting in 
sackcloth and ashes.  But it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon at 
the judgment than for you.  And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to 
the skies?  No, you will go down to the depths.”   
 
Now what’s interesting, Jesus gives this as an aside to His disciples.  He 
doesn’t tell them, “That’s what you need to tell them.  You don’t need to 
go off on them!”  He gives that to them so they know in the end God will 



settle all this.  He’ll deal with it.  But for them all they do is shake the 
dust off and they say, “The kingdom is still near whether you like it or 
not” and you walk off.  The warning and woes are different than the 
mission and the way they carry out the mission. 
 
And then you’ll notice, how many of you remember Middle School 
math?  You learned about the transitive property, right, transitive 
property, a little refresher for all of you.  If A+B and B+C then A=C  good 
job!  We’ll make sure to report it on your cards for your parents later! 
(Laughter)   
 
The transitive property of rejection goes like this:  He who rejects you, 
the messengers, is rejecting Jesus and the One who sends Jesus and 
when they do this, they are aligning themselves against the One who 
sent Jesus and when they align themselves against the One who sent 
Jesus, they are aligning themselves with the Enemy of the One who sent 
Jesus and they are setting themselves up to be cast down.  That’s the 
way the transitive property of rejection works when it comes to mission 
work.    When you go out like a lamb among wolves, lambs don’t have 
much in the way of defense against wolves.  That’s why they have 
shepherds that look out for them.  They trust the shepherd, they walk 
with the shepherd, they walk close to the shepherd and they take what 
comes.   
 
“He who listens to you listens to me; he who rejects you rejects me; but 
he who rejects me rejects him who sent me.”  And then we don’t have 
much of a report on how things went for them.  Luke’s not too 
concerned with the outcome, he doesn’t count the numbers; instead he 
notes this:  “The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the 
demons submit to us in your name.”  Who wouldn’t be excited about 
that, right?  I mean, when you are used by God for ministry and you see 
these things take place, when you see healing, when you see people’s 
demons being cast out from their life, you see their life begin to turn 
around, you see them start to straighten things out, you see them repent 
and begin to walk the way of Jesus themselves.  It’s exciting, it is 
awesome, and it is powerful!  That’s why baptisms are always a 
celebration, and Jesus celebrates with them, but He also rebukes them a 
little bit.  Here’s that good news I mentioned earlier.  He replied, “I saw 
Satan fall like lightning from heaven.  I have given you authority to 



trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the 
enemy; nothing will harm you.  However, (there is a little rebuke here 
again) do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your 
names are written in heaven.”  Don’t celebrate the work that you’ve 
accomplished, celebrate the work that God has accomplished.  Rejoice 
that your salvation is secure.  Be filled with joy by the good news of that 
peace with God.  That’s what we should be joyful over.  Not just bigger 
numbers or more attendance or even the celebration of the real work in 
others lives.  We want to celebrate those things, but the real rejoicing 
doesn’t come from the work that we do, it’s the work that Christ has 
done in us and for us.  That’s why we sing of the love of God, we don’t 
sing of the accomplishments of Richard or Dave.  We sing of the love of 
God and the accomplishments of God.   That’s the celebration!   That’s 
the joy of this!  And we can have longer songs that way than singing of 
my accomplishments. 
 
“At that time, Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, “I praise you, 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things 
from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children.  Yes, 
Father, for this was your good pleasure.”  Jesus full of joy through the 
Holy Spirit rejoices with praising God as was custom and the way He 
addresses God as His Father and He celebrates what?  that the Father 
has revealed something huge to them.   
 
“All things have been committed to me by my Father.  No one knows 
who the Son is except the Father, and no one knows who the Father is 
except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.” 
 
 Then he turned to his disciples and said privately, “Blessed are the 
eyes that see what you see.  For I tell you that many prophets and kings 
wanted to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear 
but did not hear it.” 
 
This rejoicing that He saw Satan fall like lightening from heaven from on 
high, from the heights, however you want to translate it; this rejoicing is 
overshadowed by a deeper rejoicing, and that’s what?  That the Son and 
the Father had been revealed, that the Holy Spirit is working; what this 
is this deep revelation that is being celebrated with the kingdom of God 
goes back even further than creation itself.  It’s a revelation that at the 



heart of God-ness is the mystery of loving community between the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  There is this relationship there, this 
community of love at the very center of this revelation.  The deepest 
revelation that He is celebrating is something that the apostle John then 
later sums up in one of his letters when he says, “God is love.”  A 
revolutionary and groundbreaking theological tenant that needs to 
guide and direct everything as we look at the world; when we have it 
revealed to us that God is love, we are transformed by that.   
 
We all come with baggage; we all share that baggage all too readily on 
Facebook and other places!  When we carry that baggage into the 
presence of God, God doesn’t see our baggage first and foremost.  He 
sees His son, He sees His daughter, and He begins the work of unpacking 
our baggage and healing us from the inside out.  “Blessed are the eyes 
that see the revelation of God”.  Blessed are the eyes that see the 
community of love that God is and that God invites us into; that’s good 
news, that’s news that transforms us.  It’s a reassuring thing to know 
that the almighty is on your side, that you are loved well before your 
parents met, that you are known in the deepest places of your soul.  If 
you go down to the depths, God is there with you, says the psalmist.  If 
you go to the heights and you’re celebrating the victories, God is there 
with you, rejoice that your name is written in heaven, that this Creator 
knows you.  This Creator cares about the hairs on your head, even 
though all the hairs have fallen off your head.   This Creator knows and 
loves, and as that revelation spreads, as that healing work takes place 
with the proclamation of the kingdom of God, as His followers go our 
like lambs among wolves, Satan is cast down.  The accuser is cast down.  
That’s really what Satan means, when we’re talking about the enemy of 
Israel, when we’re talking about the enemy of the people of God; it’s a 
reference to almost like courtroom jargon, it’s the prosecutor, the 
accuser, the one who knows all the baggage and has a very detailed 
itinerary and can list off all of it and causes great shame and judgment 
against the creation, the son or the daughter, but the one who judges is 
the one who died that that Son or Daughter, and that’s good news.  It’s 
good news because we know the one who judges is compassionate, it’s 
good news because that one who judges has done everything necessary 
for us to enjoy eternal life with this one, this God, this true living God. 
 



In fact, in John’s gospel, that’s the way eternal life is defined, eternal life 
is this: “that they may know you and the One who sent Me.”  That they 
may know the Father, through Jesus, that’s eternal life, knowing God, 
being in relationship with God, being transformed in that loving 
encounter from the inside out.  This revelation that at the core of god-
ness is loving community upsets the whole apple cart.  It raises 
questions for us because how can we share something we haven’t seen 
yet?   
 
You’ll notice kings and prophets wanted to see what they saw, but did 
not see it.  They wanted to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.  IT 
wasn’t revealed to them; it was revealed to infants, it was revealed to 
the disciples, a group of fisherman, and tax collectors and sinners and 
prostitutes.  It was revealed to them and it turned their world upside 
down. We can only give what we have received.  How can you declare 
peace if you don’t have peace in your life?  If you don’t know the peace 
of Christ, how can you share it with others, how can you declare peace 
on a household and let it rest on that household if you don’t have peace 
in your own affairs in your own household.  How can you bring healing 
to someone else if you have not yet received healing yourselves?   
 
When they’re training lifeguards, especially on the West Coast, when 
they go in among the pier and the waves and they’re there and they’re 
rescuing somebody, they train them to put that person between them 
and any other debris in the water.  Why is that?  Because lifeguards are 
inherently selfish looking out for themselves over the other people, 
right?  No!  Because if they get knocked out, they both drowned. The 
lifeguard has to look first and foremost for their own safety and security 
so that they can then rescue others.  It’s not just looking to their own 
safety and security so they can enjoy a nice day at the beach.  They get to 
do that, but they’re on duty, there’s a mission, there’s a task for them at 
hand, they are constantly watching for that opportunity to serve.  How 
can you proclaim the kingdom of God if you’ve never experienced the 
kingdom of God?   
 
A church is a collection of redeemed servants.  Paul says, “That we used 
to serve sin, and now we serve Christ, and therefore, we put off the old 
ways and we put on new ways of living with one another.  We are sent 
out and we gather on a weekly basis.  We come back to debrief and to 



celebrate what God has been doing in our lives and around us and 
through us.”   
 
As Molten puts it:  “Christianity sets out from a historic reality.  The 
resurrection of Jesus and announces the future of that reality.  Because 
it Jesus has been raised, Jesus is king!  And that means the king of 
creation has declared peace to His creation so that His creation can 
repent and be transformed into a new creation.”  That’s His goal, that’s 
his agenda that He invites us into.  It’s the revelation of God’s love that 
took place through Jesus of Nazareth and continues through the work of 
the Holy Spirit as Jesus is revealed in you.  You didn’t realize you were 
so important, did you?  That this plan all hinges on us reflecting the love 
of God and the personhood of Christ to the world around us. 
 
We best bear witness to that revelation through humble vulnerability.  
Almost you could say, like lambs among wolves.  Somebody should 
write that down, that’s pretty good! 
 
When we go forward like lambs among wolves, the love of God is 
revealed in our lives, the peace of God is revealed and we can bring 
healing to broken situations.  If we follow Christ like lambs among 
wolves, we will see the light of His kingdom spread because it’s good 
news, it’s welcome news.  Your team won last night!  Your team won 
2000 years ago and guess what?  You all get to celebrate in the parade!  
And what’s a parade without witnesses?  We get to join in that 
triumphal march bearing our cross in loving service to the world around 
us and to one another.  This is why we talk about loving one another.  
It’s not just so we can be polite, it’s so that lives are transformed and 
changed.  The love spreads and multiplies and ultimately we all 
transformed in the process.   
 
This is one of the reasons why one of the simplest things we do in our 
Sunday morning liturgy.  One of the tasks that we think is negligible, not 
important bearing paying attention to it at times is actually the most 
important thing.  You know that No. 1 job in the liturgy on Sunday 
morning is?  It’s the acolyte.  That person who quietly brings forth the 
light of the Holy Spirit up to the altar place to remind us that the light of 
Christ is present with us, and then at the end of the liturgy, the acolyte 
or somebody who has replaced them, because it’s usually a child and 



they have gone downstairs for Kids Church, has the honor of coming 
forward and receiving this light of the Holy Spirit and not snuffing it out, 
not extinguishing it (maybe you acolytes didn’t realize that!) but 
carrying it forward as the Holy Spirit leads us out of worship into 
worship in the mission field, into the harvest.  We bear the light of Christ 
with us as we go forth. 
 
Now, how many of you have ever been an acolyte before?  What’s the 
hardest thing as an acolyte?  To keep it lit!  If you walk too fast it gets 
snuffed out, right?  If there’s a wind, if there’s a breeze, if something like 
that comes along and just snuffs it right out. Just how true is it for our 
lives that when we walk out of here on a Sunday morning often times 
something goes wrong that day or the next day, and the wind starts to 
rise, and the waves start to rock the boat, we get nervous in the storms 
of life.   And then our response is what?  We forget about the flame 
sometimes, don’t we?  We forget about protecting that flame, we forget 
about bearing that flame with us and oftentimes what happens then as a 
result is when we receive the light, we can forget that we proclaim the 
light.  We forget that we proclaim the light of Christ.  We forget that 
Christ declares love and joy and peace.  We should reach over to let the 
one light the other one and hope.  We forget sometimes what’s been 
done for us.  We forget that this is a historical reality, not something hat 
we need to be afraid to protect.  There’s no putting out these flames 
because they represent the Holy Spirit, the fire that has descended from 
heaven to transform God’ creation into the new creation.  Something 
that began a long, long time ago in a village far, far away and still brings 
peace and good news to you and I.  Sometimes the flames flicker, you 
can feel that breeze from the air conditioning when you (fun fact for you 
about our building, if you open that door with lit candles up here during 
a wedding ceremony and that, it’s not good because those candles start 
burning harder and faster and they burn through it and sometimes they 
might even light things on fire!  But if you learn to handle with wind and 
the waves and you’re reminded that you go out like a lamb among 
wolves then you can really bear this message to others.  You can bring 
this gospel to others.   
 
So if I want to pass the light of Christ to someone, the best way to do this 
on Christmas Eve, right?  Is by firing off an aerosol across the flame in 
their direction!  (Laughter)  Now Barb, she trusts me! (Laughter)  Now 



why wouldn’t I do this?  Feel free to toss that one out.  Why wouldn’t I 
do this?  Thank you for being polite.  The correct answer is, “That would 
be stupid!” (Laughter)  It’s probably going to burn the person on the 
other end, isn’t it?  But I shared the flame of Christ with them!  But I 
didn’t bring healing when I shared and proclaimed the peace of Christ to 
them, did I?  I brought harm and destruction.  I went out like a wolf in a 
flock of lambs instead of like a lamb among wolves.  But what if instead 
when the wind begins to get in the way of the sermon analogy, and just 
calmly come back and relight it, and I bear my light forward, then I 
might be able to proclaim with the angels “Glory to God in the Highest 
and peace on earth and good will to man on whom God’s favor rests.”  
It’s not just the gospel according the Linus; it’s the gospel according to 
Luke.  It’s good news to be able to share that.  When we gather together 
on Christmas Eve, we get reminded of this.  We share this flame gently 
with one another. We invite others to receive this.  We don’t make them 
receive the light, right, because that can burn people.  That can hurt 
people; that can cause unwanted disasters.  But when we share it, when 
we declare peace; when we go out like lambs among wolves, something 
almost magical takes place.   
 
Do you ever wonder why no one fights when they leave the Christmas 
Eve Service?  It’s a holy and sacred moment, isn’t it?  If we are reminded 
of that Sunday after Sunday as we see these lights then we go forward in 
love and peace and joy and hope, and the world around us receives that 
good news or not, but we go out like lambs among wolves because that’s 
what we’ve been called to do, and that’s the only way that we can really 
share this. 
 
So I invite you to stand with me and receive the light of Christ.   
 
(Pastor Richard is having a candle lighting ceremony and the song “Oh 
Holy Night is playing in the background.) 
 
Pastor Richard concludes the service with:   
 
As our song leaders are coming forward, coax carefully so they don’t put 
out their lights, but you be reminded that you have been called and 
equipped and you are being sent to carry a sacred and holy thing with 
you into the world, a message of peace from God to His creation and 



when people receive that peace then you are a part of the healing of 
their lives, and you proclaim and teach the kingdom of God that you are 
learning to live into, you have a sacred and holy duty in this and it is 
beautiful good news that we get to share with those around us, because 
the world is dark, the world has plenty of wolves in it but it needs more 
lambs.   
 
 


