
DATE:  January 31, 2016 
SPEAKER:  Andy Miller 
SERMON:  Hope and Light 
 
SCRIPTURE: Psalm 119:105 
 
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. 
 
Exodus 13:21-22 
 
By day the Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on 
their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they 
could travel by day or night.  Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the 
pillar of fire by night left its place in front of the people. 
 
SERMON: 
 
So my wife, Cassie and I 40 years ago set off to Ukraine, and now we’re 
back with a 2-1/2 year-old daughter, life is a little different for us.  We 
wrote in the little pew pad, “new resident with a smiley face” We don’t 
know where we fit in at the moment. 
 
(Referring to slides) 
 
For the past 4 years, we have been in Kiev, Ukraine serving the Lord 
there with Send International and we spent the first two years of that, I 
would say learning, but more trying to learn the Ukrainian language; the 
hardest thing I have done in my life by far.  My wife, endures me, she 
understands a lot more Ukrainian than I do and she speaks a lot more 
and if you don’t believe me, ask our teacher, she’ll tell you. 
 
After we got out of, I call “jail” our language school; our windows, 
because we were on the first floor of language school had bars on them 
for safety, so sometimes I would look out and go, “Am I ever going to get 
out of this prison?”  (Laughter)  But we made it by God’s grace and now 
we understand a lot of the language. 
 
So Cassie got pretty involved in KCA, Kiev Christian Academy, as a 
teacher, she taught 2 to sometimes 3 days a week there.  She worked in 



what they would call Special Education, ELL, I forget what that means, 
English Language Learners, and there you go! 
 
So she had a lot of Korean kids in her class, actually there are a lot of 
Korean missionaries in Kiev and they would send their kids there at 
Kiev Christian Academy; all done in English, so we have kids that are 
coming that know English as their second or third or fourth language, 
trying to do curriculum all day in English and so when they’re class 
would go and learn Russian for an hour, they would come and try to 
strengthen their English first before they got into more Russian, so she 
got very involved there. 
 
I got involved with a lot more English clubs; this is one of our English 
clubs that came to our home with Crew East City Campus Crusade and 
we would go onto college campuses and we would do an intensive 2 
weeks, 3 hours every night doing English with college students where 
we would get to spend one hour teaching them English, one hour 
reading a Bible passage with them and then discussing it in English and 
one hour of just fun.  (Referring to a slide) 
 
So here we are in a national campus in Ukraine, sharing the Bible with 
these students just a great opportunity, a real highlight for me. 
 
We got into many camps in the summer (referring to a slide) this past 
summer we did three different camps with a 2 year old, I would never 
do it again, but I’m glad we did it. 
 
(Showing a slide) 
 
I would like to share what Sophie’s ministry was as well:  this was just a 
real blessing to us, we had no idea that God would do this for her, but 
for the 2 years we were in Ukraine, there were a lot of people that didn’t 
say anything to us.  For example, when we walk into our apartment, 
there’s always a lady there, I don’t know how to describe it, we have 
nothing similar to this in Indiana but there’s a lady sitting there and if 
you want to go in to visit a friend, you have to tell her where you’re 
going and she will make sure you leave as well to make sure so that 
you’re not stealing things, for safety.   
 



They would always say “hello” to us, we would try to talk to them, but 
we couldn’t talk to them.   
 
The first day, we get off the plane, and we come driving up to our place, 
we’re holding, you know, a 3-month-old baby.  She jumps out that 
window to talk to us.  She hasn’t said “hi” to us in the last two years, but 
she wanted to meet this little girl!  We had so many opportunities like 
that.  Our neighbors would want to know about our daughter.  You 
know, we’re no longer “Andy and Cassie, we’re Sophia’s Mommy and 
Daddy.”  We’ve come to grips with that, it’s okay, but we are that now! 
 
So she would always be a part of our family, a part of our ministry 
because it was just us and friends, and this I want to share this picture 
for sure.  (Shows a slide) 
 
We got to know Marina and Jinia (sp?) through English Club at one of 
the churches in Ukraine and, some of you might know Nick Vujicic, he 
was born with no arms and no legs, but we used some of his things 
during the club, and Jinia asked me, “I would really like to read his 
book,” and I said, “Oh, great!  Let’s read it together!”  We got to practice 
English with them and we met with them three or four months weekly.  
At first, we got to talk about this book together with them, but they have 
a niece who is very disobedient, like rules the roost, as a thing, and they 
kept asking us, “How do you get Sophie to listen to you?  How do you get 
her to do these things?  How?  How?  How?  How?” 
 
We had a great opportunity to share just gospel truth with them to say, 
“Here’s what we believe and here’s how it plays out in our life.”  And this 
is how we see it play out in her life. 
 
We would have never had an opportunity to do that if we didn’t have a 
2-year-old daughter.   
 
Then around Christmastime, we would wait until they come to do our 
Advent candle with Sophie, and it was really neat!  One night we shared 
with them all the traditions that we do; different things that are so 
different than Ukraine would do, and we got to truly share like why we 
do it with them. 
 



So I ask you to please continue to pray with us for Marina and Jinia; it 
was the hardest goodbye we had to say in Ukraine because we don’t 
know if we’ll ever see them again on the other side of eternity.  A lot of 
people we had to say goodbye to, dear, dear friends of ours, we don’t 
know if we’ll see them again.  So please pray for them with us. 
 
As some of you know, as Richard has mentioned earlier, we are not 
headed back to Ukraine, as most missionaries come home for at 
furlough or home service, they come and share what God has been 
doing and where God’s leading, well, we have felt God leading us in the 
past few months to transition back to the home office with Send 
International.  I think the official title they have given now is a “Missions 
Coach” which is what I’ll be, which basically means I’ll be mentoring and 
discipling college students and young people who are thinking about 
missions and we can hopefully help them, see that if possible and show 
them different ways and just where God is leading them to be a mentor 
and disciple in their life. 
 
(Shows another slide)   
 
This is Ron Hardy and he is the guy who did that for us and he’s a deep, 
deep friend and mentor in our life and we’re taking his job actually, so 
I’m excited and scared out of my shoes to take the role from someone 
that I deeply respect and honor and who has done such a good job.  He’s 
been mobilizing for I believe 15 or 16 years and has seen well over 100 
families and different individuals now serving the Lord all over the 
world, and we hope and pray, we don’t know how long God will keep us 
in this role but we hope and pray that we can say that as well that many, 
many people now are serving the Lord all over the world because of 
what He is doing through our ministry here. 
 
This is a picture of one of the English Clubs collectively, I only have 
about 20 of those students in my class but it was just really neat to see 
how God led us even in Ukraine to work with college students and now 
how He’s bringing us back to Indiana to work with college students, so 
God has continued to work in that way. 
 
(Shows a slide with a verse)   
 



We just want to say a big “thank you” to the whole St. Pete’s family” and 
to the many individuals who support us as well, but we could never 
have been in the Ukraine serving the Lord without you and your 
support and your help and your prayers, it just wouldn’t be possible, so 
I just want to say “thank you.” 
 
We have heard multiple, multiple people say, “Oh, we’re so glad you’re 
home, we worry about you and your safety.” 
 
There still happens to be a war happening in Ukraine and I think some 
people thought we were staring down tanks at times.  We weren’t, we 
always felt safe, we had a couple of weeks where we monitored the 
news more than we ever did before and will ever do again, a little touch 
and go, but we never honestly felt like we were in serious, serious 
danger.  A lot of it is happening in the east of Ukraine, and if you think of 
like Texas, we were about 400 miles away from the eastern part of 
Ukraine, the border. 
 
So, it’s a lot closer than Indiana for sure, we monitored it and kept an 
eye on it for sure, but it was never something that we seriously were 
scared of.  There are some really cool things that happened because of 
the war.  You don’t wish war on anyone ever, but we have seen the 
gospel go forth in ways that we probably wouldn’t have seen before 
have there not been a war.  There are just open hearts and open minds. 
 
(Speaks Ukrainian) 
 
A young 5 year old from one of the areas that was closest to the war, 
who had drawn this, but I really like this picture where a 5 year old can 
say “what does it mean without war and to have a heart to love.” 
 
We just want to say, continue to pray for Ukraine; there’s still a lot of 
turmoil happening in the east.  No one knows really what Putin’s going 
to do, so just continue to pray.  My prayer is that the gospel will go forth, 
that whatever happens that that would happen that the gospel would be 
the thing that’s found there so, please continue to pray with us for 
Ukraine. 
 



Does anyone know what Nadia means?  It means hope.  So I want to 
share with you about Nadia.   
 
When we first met her she said, well sometimes the students in English 
will introduce themselves with an English name; like Jenya might say, 
“Hi, my names Eugene” Sometimes I would say, “Hi, my name is Andre” 
so they could understand a little better.  Do Nadia said, “Hello, my name 
is Hope” and we met her at this English camp that I showed before. 
 
She worked at a normal office job in Kiev and she worked there with 
one of the ladies from our church, Open Hearts Church.  It was a horrible 
job; it was terrible; she hated every minute of it.  Natasha from our 
church often says, “I only stayed there a very short time and the best 
part about that job was meeting Nadia; that was the only thing that was 
good.”  It is terrible. 
 
Well, Nadia has desired to know English to practice her English, so 
Natasha from our church invited her to come to our English camp, and 
she came with many, many, many questions.  Like I said, she introduced 
herself as Hope, but I think honestly she had very little hope in her life 
at that point.   
 
Since she started coming to church after camp, camp was a great time 
for her to get to know people from the church, so she felt comfortable 
coming to church with Natasha and her husband.   
 
Then on January 16, four days before we came back to the United States, 
we had a great experience with Nadia.  We got to go see her publicly 
profess her faith and publicly put her trust and faith in Jesus Christ.  She 
was baptized on the 16th, and it was just a great thing for us to see; 
Wow! Someone wanting to know English and then seeing all her 
questions get answered and then see her publicly profess her faith in 
Christ.    Because it’s a great book end for us as well to be honest to say, 
“This is why we did English, this is why we do what we do, so that 
people can find Jesus Christ.” 
 
(Showing another slide of Nadia being baptized) 
 



This is Nadia the Sunday after at church, just beaming and smiling and 
just, you can see she has hope now and we praise God for that! 
 
(Showing a slide in Ukrainian and English – Bible verse)  He speaks 
Ukrainian.  Then translates: 
 
“And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them 
along the way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, that they 
might travel by day and by night.  The pillar of cloud by day nor the 
pillar of fire by night did not depart front of the people.” 
 
I just have a few words that I have been reflecting on in the past couple 
of months that I would like to share: 
 
In Exodus we see God leading His people.   During the day He went out 
in a pillar of cloud and at night a pillar of fire and when they first left 
Egypt, they could have went directly straight to the Promised Land, the 
land of Canaan, but that’s not how God worked in their lives.  If they 
would have went straight, they would have hit the Philistines and 
probably hit war right after they have been slaved and it would not have 
been a pretty sight. 
 
So I was just reflecting that God does not take His people often in the 
most direct way, but He does take us directly where He wants us and 
needs us to be and often that is in preparation for what is ahead.  He 
took the Israelites through the desert or the wilderness, and as I was 
looking through a couple of commentaries, I want to share with you 
what one of them said: that they would face difficult challenges, hostile 
foes and experience a war, but the wilderness years would be years of 
formation of development, of maturing and of learning.  And as I reflect 
on that I was just amazed we totally feel that is what God has done for 
us. 
 
Four years ago, God could have easily said, “Stay in Indiana, start doing 
mobilization;” that would have been the direct path.  We took a little 
indirect way through Ukraine and then back; that was totally God in our 
lives.  And God used our time in Ukraine, same as the Israelites to form 
us, develop us, to mature us and to teach us.  And we will be much better 
and hopefully more effective mobilizers because of that time will be 



more effective in discipling and mentoring others because of that time 
we were able to spend in Ukraine. 
 
So I want to encourage anyone here who is dealing with maybe a desert 
in your life or a wilderness to hang in there; maybe God is just teaching 
you, forming you, maturing you and developing you. I know that’s what 
He did for us. 
 
This last verse here, I have really been reflecting on for the past month:  
(Speaks Ukrainian) then translates: 
 
“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” 
 
I’ve been going through Psalms lately, and trying to find verses that I 
call “closet verses” where in the deep, dark parts of our lives we can run 
into our closet, shut the door and just proclaim these truths.  Things I 
need to be reminding myself of. 
 
So as I was going through Psalms, first I hit Psalm 119; I was there for a 
long time, but about a month ago I ran into this one and I was just 
reflecting as I sat on my little couch there in Ukraine with a floor lamp 
and thought, “The Lord is a lamp;” this lamp doesn’t give a lot of light, it 
gives this much light and then of course even in the Biblical times it 
would have been just this little clay lamp with one wick, even less light 
than this floor lamp would give me.  I thought, Wow!  Okay!  And I asked 
God, I said, “Why don’t you give us a spotlight?  Why doesn’t it say, Your 
word is a spotlight to my feet or something light headlights, you know, 
beams that go where you can see lots, that doesn’t do it for us; it says, 
your word is a lamp to my feet.” 
 
And I was just reflecting on how God gives us what we need for the next 
step.  When we ask for more, God says, “No, come back in here, I’m only 
giving you this much light.” 
 
So some people have asked us, “Are you going back to Ukraine some 
day?” and we say, “I don’t know, God has given us this amount of light 
and Ukraine is a very special spot in our heart now, and it was hard to 
say goodbye to all that, but we are following the path that God has lit for 
us, and that’s where we’ll be.” 



 
I had a friend as we were talking about these things together; we were 
discussing the Exodus and the pillar of fire.  We were talking about a 
lamp, and he said, “You know, there’s probably a reason why God gave 
them the pillar of fire and not light up the whole desert for them to see.  
There’s a reason why He gives us this much.”  You see God knows what 
we can handle and what is needed to take those next steps and that’s 
where we find ourselves and I’m sure some of you find yourselves.  Let’s 
just grow where God has us in this life.  That’s a great reminder for me 
these past couple of months, as we said really hard goodbyes, as we said 
joyous hellos when coming to the United States, great to see family, 
friends and all that, but I need to be reminded that God is a light to my 
path not about light to my path.   God’s directing us and somehow we 
need to trust Him in all that. 
 
Pastor Richard: 
 
You know as I listen to Andy share, I’ll pull back the curtain a little bit 
for you on this.  When you travel and you spend time overseas, you 
adjust to that culture, and when you come home, your own culture feels 
a little foreign to you, especially the first time you walk into a Wal-Mart, 
and you’re just overwhelmed that “wait, there’s 30 kinds of toothpaste, 
how do I choose?”  You know, things like that, so we definitely want to 
keep Andy and Cassie in our prayers.  
 
Right now it’s the honeymoon, it’s the joyous celebration of being 
together with family and loved ones because it’s always good to come 
home that way, but it’s raw and it’s fresh and I want us to take some 
time just to spend a little bit of time in prayer that they requested for 
Marina and Jinya (sp) and also for the gospel in Ukraine. 
 
You know the witness that they provide for us and faithfulness; Andy 
and Cassie were volunteers here with our Youth Ministry, they were 
committed attendees here and part of our family.  They went 
somewhere foreign; God has led them someplace foreign and God has 
brought them home so they can help recruit others to go overseas, but 
the things they were doing there, if you listen to the things they were 
talking about, it was talking to the doorwoman with their new baby, and 
it was sharing the Advent calendar with their neighbors and sharing the 



reason for the season, you know, that Christ is the reason why we 
celebrate Christmas and Advent; that’s normal everyday life stuff, and 
the beauty of this is the real witness and testimony that they have is the 
same call we have as followers of Christ as we receive good news, we 
can’t help but share and the challenge for us is to learn how to do that as 
we go through life with our neighbors because our neighbors need hope 
and they need good news, so you may be the vessel that God has 
brought alongside of them for that message.  The lamp that is at your 
feet may not lead you to Ukraine, it may lead you to Etna Avenue in my 
case or to the north side of town or out to Roanoke or wherever you find 
your daily work, but the point is that you’re following the life of the 
land; you’re following the pillar of fire and we’re doing this as a journey 
together. 
 
I want to take some time, as a congregation, I’m going to give some 
space just for some silent prayer and then we’re going to pray for Andy 
and Cassie again and then for the ministry that continues, now that 
they’re back and the new ministry that God is leading them into. 
 
Specifically if you want to write these down so you can remember them, 
because I couldn’t remember them at first either; its Marina and Jinya 
and then also for the gospel to continue to advance in Ukraine, even in 
the midst of the threat of war, and then just their continued 
discernment of God’s leading.  So, we’re going to give you a little bit of 
time for some silent prayer and then we will pray corporately as a 
congregation for that, and then I’ll have our song leaders come up. 
 
Prayer: 
 
Heavenly Father, we give you thanks for Andy and Cassie and we give 
you thanks that you have blessed them with their little piece of wisdom, 
Sophie, and we pray Lord that you continue to invest in them, you 
continue to grow them and stretch them, that you guide them, just as 
you guided your people in the wilderness as there are questions and 
doubts, there are uncertainties that you would make each step they take 
firmer as they plant one foot in front of the other as they follow you 
faithfully.  Lord, as they transition away from this ministry in Ukraine, 
we give you thanks Lord that the work that they had done in sowing will 
continue to grow; it will continue to grow through the team that 



remains there, it will continue to grow through the church in Ukraine, it 
will continue to grow because of the faithfulness of your Holy Spirit, 
because you have poured out your word and your word will not return 
to you empty. 
 
So Father, we do lift up to you Marina and Jinya, and we pray Lord that 
you continue a work in their hearts.  We recognize with the truth of 
John’s gospel that one sows and another reaps and while Andy and 
Cassie may have been the ones to begin sowing seeds of your gospel of 
the good news that you are Lord, you love us and you want to be in 
relationship with us for all eternity.  Lord we pray that those seeds run 
deep into their heart and we thank you for the technology that may 
enable them to remain in touch, even from a distance, but Lord we also 
pray for Ukrainian Christians and other to come alongside of that couple 
to walk with them into your kingdom. 
 
And Lord in the same breath we lift up the nation of Ukraine and the 
instability and turmoil on it’s eastern border especially we pray Lord 
that in the midst of the threat and rumors of war, there would be a great 
outburst of good news, for your gospel is a gospel of true peace, not just 
peace as a lack of conflict, but peace because of a true relationship with 
you of justice and righteousness and truth and love, and so Father we do 
pray for your gospel in Ukraine. 
 
In a different way, but much in the same way, we’ve recognized that 
prayer for our country as well, here in the United States and the 
instability and uncertainty of many peoples individual lives, while there 
may not be a national threat, there are many threats day to day for our 
neighbors and our coworkers, for our families, and Lord we pray that 
you will enable us and strengthen us to stand faithfully and firm on the 
witness of your testimony and what you have said about us, that you 
have called us to be your sons and daughters in Christ, that you have 
redeemed us that we might be your ambassadors and agents of your 
ministry of reconciliation in our world, the world you created. 
 
Father, equip us for that work and we recognize that we don’t always 
know what the next step is, but we recognize that you guide us in the 
next step and that you are with us along the journey leading us, pulling 
us into the good future and the hope and promises that you have for us. 



 
Grow us where we’re at Lord and lead us to where you want us to be. 
We give you thanks and entrust ourselves and Andy and Cassie in this 
new journey, and Sophie and their families as they receive them, and the 
team in the Ukraine as they grieve their leaving.  Father, we give you 
thanks and entrust all of us to your Holy Spirit and your gracious 
leading and power.  Amen. 
 
 
 


