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Scripture:   
John 20:1-18 
 
 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed 
from the entrance.  So she came running to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of 
the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” 
 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb.  Both were 
running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first.  
He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not 
go in.  Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into 
the tomb.  He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the burial 
cloth that had been around Jesus’ head.  The cloth was folded up by 
itself, separate from the linen.  Finally the other disciple, who had 
reached the tomb first, also went inside.  He saw and believed.  They still 
did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead. 
 
 Then the disciples went back to their homes, but Mary stood 
outside the tomb crying.  As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus body had been, 
one at the head and the other at the foot. 
 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 
 “They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know 
where they have put him.”  At this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 
 “Woman,” he said, “why are you crying?  Who is it you are looking 
for?” 
 Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried 
him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.” 
 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 
 She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” 
(which means Teacher). 



 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to my 
Father.  Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am returning to my 
Father, to my God and your God.’” 
 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen 
the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her.  
 
Revelation 5:1-14 
 
 Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll 
with writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals.  And I saw a 
mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, “Who is worthy to break the 
seals and open the scroll?” But no one in heaven or on earth or under 
the earth could open the scroll or even look inside it.  I wept and wept 
because no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look 
inside.  Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed.  He is able to open 
the scroll and its seven seals.” 
 Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the 
center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the 
elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits 
of God sent out into all the earth.  He came and took the scroll from the 
right hand of him who sat on the throne.  And when he had taken it, the 
four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the 
Lamb.  Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of 
incense, which are the prayers of the saints.  And they sang a new song: 
 
 “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because 
you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from 
every tribe and language and people and nation.  You have made them 
to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the 
earth.” 
 
 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering 
thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand.  They 
encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders.  In a loud 
voice they sang: 
 
 “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth 
and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!” 



 
 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing: 
 
 “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and 
honor and glory and power for ever and ever!” 
 
The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and 
worshipped. 
 
 
And all of God’s people said: “Amen!” 
 
Well, I am excited and thrilled to be here with you all this morning 
because this sermon has been working in my mind since January  and I 
want to get it out! 
 
As we have continued our series, for those of you who are visiting with 
us this morning, we have been going through the seven capital vices 
through seven weeks of Lent – this is our seventh Sunday and so we 
have our seventh vice to deal with, but it is also Easter Sunday and what 
do you spend more time with? Because I mean if you don’t talk about 
Easter, there’s a whole lot of upset folks in the room.  And if you don’t 
talk about the capital vice, you got to do it next week and it throws off 
the series and then you’re just frustrated!  But here’s the beauty of it – 
when the vice and the virtue come together and they fit with Easter?  
Mmm….I love when a plan comes together!  
 
This morning, when we’re talking about a capital vice, what we’re 
talking about is a head vice – it is a pattern or an action of behavior and 
attitude in our life that we repeat over and over and over again until it 
becomes just second nature to us.  All of us have different vices that are 
more compelling than others; some of us struggle with sloth, some of us 
struggle with envy; some of us struggle with greed, some of us don’t 
struggle with these things we just embrace them because it’s all we’ve 
ever known.  But Christ brings a different way for us, and so He talks 
often about how you can tell a tree by its fruit, and so we have also been 
exploring compelling virtues that offset those vices.   How do we rewire 
ourselves so that we begin to live lives that we honor God in all we say 



and do, and so we talk about living generous lives instead of greedy 
lives; we talk about living chaste lives instead of lustful lives.   We talk 
about living lives of diligence instead of lives of sloth, and so this 
morning, we continue this series and as we look at vainglory and we 
begin to talk about vainglory. 
 
Now, for those of you who know me fairly well, I am an expert in 
vainglory!  (laughter) I am so an expert to it, I am almost entirely blind 
to its effects in my own life; this is one of my cardinal vices.  
 
And so this morning as we unpack this, note if you feel that there is a 
little bit of struggle with this one for you, you’re not alone – you’re in the 
company of your pastor.   
 
As we think about vainglory, what we are talking about and what makes 
vainglory so hard, Augustine and others have compared it to an onion;it 
has layers and layers, because vainglory is about presenting an image of 
yourself that makes you look good!   It’s about controlling other peoples 
perception of yourselves regardless of whatever is on the inside, and so 
the idea is with vainglory, if you begin to peel it back and you begin to 
become less vainglorious, that’s a good thing, right?  And you begin to 
celebrate “what a good little Christian I am because I’m less vainglorious 
now!”  Right?   And you begin to present that image to others, and then 
you realize, “Wait, I’m still being vainglorious!”  It’s an onion with many, 
many layers.  It has a lot to do with how we present ourselves to people 
and what we’re doing in a given moment with things. 
 
So, when we are looking at vainglory, we are dealing with something 
that is very subtle, something that has devastating consequences for 
relationships and something that ultimately is one that ties in very well 
with Jesus’ work on the cross.  
 
Let’s talk a little bit more about what vainglory is – so, I want to give a 
shout-out to the Huntington Gymnastics Academy – and just thank them 
with their help with this morning’s sermon – I couldn’t have done it 
without them, but here’s the thing – if you see them, thank them, but 
they said the only way they would help me is if I wore this (he holds up 
a bodysuit) for the sermon. (Laughter!)   For your sakes, and the sake of 



the children we’re not going to do that, but if they ask – you tell them 
“Yes, and he wore it gloriously!”  (Laughter)  
 
When we talk about vainglory – I have always been amazed at what 
gymnasts can do!  It’s incredible – how many of you enjoy watching the 
Olympics?  Now mostly people either love gymnastics or they love 
figure skating in the winter Olympics – nobody really loves the 
wrestling, and so I take that personally, and I understand why – because 
this is so amazing to see someone out here doing this.  (Pastor Richard 
is on a balance beam)  It’s incredible and when you see somebody doing 
routines like what I’ve been working on this morning for you it’s 
awesome (lot of laughter) because when you see somebody going out 
there,  and risking themselves, it’s inspiring!  And when they face their 
fears you can’t help but be amazed by it!  Right?  Now, where’s Jess?  
Jess, I now know what it’s like for you, and what it was like when you 
were down at the state tournament, I’m, sure this is exactly what it felt 
like for you performing in front of the crowd, right?   It’s exactly the 
same!   Jess and I are fellow gymnasts (lot of laughter) We are part of a 
sacred order!  ( lot of laughter)  People who face our fears and risk it in 
front of the crowd.   Putting ourselves out there, knowing the dangers 
inherited in it and celebrating the victory when we take home the gold.  
And can you imagine at the Olympics somebody coming out and then 
comes the dismount (laughter and applause) there would be a stunned 
silence in the room for all the wrong reasons.    
 
Vainglory is presenting ourselves as something we are not for the 
applause of the crowd.  We put ourselves out there as something that 
we’re not because we know it will get the applause.   It’s different than 
pride, but it’s related to pride.  
 
The contrasting virtue from vainglory is magnanimity. 
 
(He says,  “Sorry, I’m out of breath – I hate heights!  I started sweating as 
soon as I stepped on that box!”)  (laughter)  That’s honesty that 
undercuts vainglory!   
 
Magnanimity, however, is doing the right thing, the noble thing, the 
good thing without thinking about the praise that would necessarily 
come from doing the right thing or doing the noble thing.  It is 



interesting that throughout the gospels, Jesus doesn’t call people to 
worship Him; he doesn’t seek the praise and the acclaim.  He calls them 
to follow Him.  Very interesting to think about that!  He calls them to 
follow, not for them to worship, but we know the response we saw in 
Revelation 5 is one of worship and that worship is fitting because 
magnanimity is a greatness of soul.  That means doing something 
worthy of praise and  connected closely to it is the virtue humility, 
which means recognizing you just did what you had to do because it was 
the right thing to do.  It also recognizes that there are many gifts in the 
room that others possess as well, so you want to release those gifts as 
well and not just make it all about you and your vanity.  This is the 
difference between vainglory and magnanimity.  One of the ways we 
cultivate magnanimity in our lives is through the practice of silence and 
solitude – to get away from the applause because the applause is what 
you’ve been seeking and where you’ve been seeking affirmation and so 
you begin to pull back.  You begin to pull back from that and you begin 
to sit in silence so that you can hear the still voice of God proclaiming 
that you are loved, not because of what you do or what you accomplish 
but because you simply exist and you’ve been created in God’s image.  
Not because of your own virtue, but because of God’s virtue and the 
value He places on you.  It’s doing the right thing. 
 
Eric Little in Chariots of Fire when he said, “I know that I have been 
created for a purpose and I’m very fast.  When I run, I feel His pleasure”, 
he’s talking about magnanimity.   He is talking about doing what God has 
wired him to do, not worrying about the crowd around but instead 
focusing on an audience of one.  Solo Deo Gloria, solely for the glory of 
God!  
 
Magnanimity is living a life worthy of praise without worrying about the 
praise, and without worrying about the applause.   Jesus is 
magnanimous and He didn’t call people to worship, the worship is the 
appropriate response.  He called them to follow.  
 
So, with that and to see why Jesus is magnanimous – what was it that 
Jesus did that made Him worthy of praise, when you talk a little bit 
about human history?   There is a story in Genesis of Jacob and Jacob is 
off in the wilderness by himself and he falls asleep at night, he’s been 
traveling, he’s tired, he’s exhausted.  He lays down and as he lays down, 



he uses a rock for a pillow, because that’s what you do in the wilderness.  
And he has a vision, he has a dream, he sees angels ascending and 
descending, you could call it a stairway to heaven if you would, and 
when he wakes up in the morning he proclaims to himself, “Surely God 
is in this place and I did not know it.” And he renames the place Bethel 
which means House of God, and then he takes the rock and he sets it up 
as a pillar  and he anoints it with oil and he proclaims that he will bring 
10% of all his belongings as an offering to this new altar, and this altar 
will be a memorial for generations after him.   This is where Jacob 
encountered God, this is Bethel; this is the house of God.  
 
Profound amazing experience for Jacob where he realizes that God was 
there in the wilderness where he was, not somewhere off in a temple, 
but here’s the twist and the way humans tend to work (and we all tend 
to do this a little bit),  when he sets up a pillar,  and says, “This is the 
house of God”  what he is subtly and unintentionally saying is, “That is 
not the house of God.”  “If this is the house of God, that is not the house 
of God.”  So his descendants travel to this pillar to meet with God, when 
the real lesson of Jacob was that God was already there and he didn’t 
realize it.  
 
This happens throughout all of human history and so we see in various 
cultures where people begin to encounter and experience things going 
on and they recognize that there are higher powers and they need to 
interact with those in some way, and so what they do is they establish 
what are called temples and cultic rituals, not cultic in the negative 
sense but describing religious rituals.  And so what happens with that is 
when you create a temple, you say, “This is the house of God” and what 
you are saying is “Out here is not the house of God.” 
 
In Israel, they had a temple, the temple did not look like this, (drawing 
of a bulls-eye type drawing on the board) but this is a lot easier to draw 
for our purposes this morning.  
 
In Israel, they had a temple and at the center of the temple, now their 
understanding was Jerusalem was the center of the universe, and at the 
center of the universe was the Holy of Holies.   We have the Holy of 
Holies at the center of our bulls-eye here.   The Holy of Holies was so 
holy that only one person could enter into it, the High Priest on one day 



of the year.  The High Priest would offer a bull as a sacrifice, cover 
himself in the bull’s blood, and then enter into the Holy of Holies, and 
what they did was they actually tied a rope around his ankle and he had 
bells on his robe that he wore as he went in there for the reason being, 
in case he wasn’t holy and he was struck down, they could drag him out 
by the rope so that none of them had to face God, because the Holy of 
Holies was a sanctuary; it was where heaven met earth.  
 
Just outside of the Holy of Holies is the Court of the Priest; this is where 
the Priest and the Levites would come and offer sacrifices on behalf of 
the people.  Only the priest and the Levites who were on duty could 
come into this yellow circle.  They couldn’t go into the red circle, only 
the High Priest on one day of the year, the Day of Atonement could go 
into there, but they could come into here.  
 
Outside of them were the Jewish men of Israel.  They could come into 
this ring, but they could not come further into the ring, they could come 
into the blue ring, but not the yellow ring, they could come past the 
white ring but not into the yellow ring; they could only stay in the blue 
ring.  Got it clear?  Where can the Jewish men be?  Blue ring; it’s the 
Court of the Jewish men.  
 
Outside of the Jewish men then, in the white circle is where the Jewish 
women can be.  The Jewish women could not come in closer because 
obviously the men were holier and closer to God and so the women had 
to be further out from it.  That’s just the way they set it up - not hearing 
much laughter – very wise husbands! Very wise!  (laughter)  
 
Women could not come into the circle where men were because they 
were kept further out.  There was actually some pretty derogatory 
prayers related to that and also related to that next circle out, the next 
circle which is kind of a violet-purplish, that circle was the Court of the 
Gentiles.   Between the Court of the Gentiles and the Court of Women 
was a stone pillar that archeologists discovered.  In Latin, in Greek, in 
Aramaic, it says, “No Gentile can cross this point under penalty of 
death.” As soon as they cross that point, they would kill them.  These 
were the Gentiles they got along with.  Because this circle were Gentles 
who had converted to Judaism.  They had become proselytes; they had 



become followers of the living God and so with that, they entered into 
this outer circle.  
 
The band beyond that, the green circle, was everyone else in creation 
who could not enter into the Temple courts at all, at any point of the 
year, at any time.  They were constantly excluded.  There were seven 
very broad categories of this; it would include all the Gentiles who 
weren’t converts.  It would include men who were damaged in certain 
parts of their anatomy. It would include women who had just had a child 
or women who were on a cycle would not be allowed into the Temple at 
that point, because that made them unclean.  It would include anyone 
who had a skin rash, or something along the lines of what we used to 
call leprosy.   All of these people were excluded from the Holy of Holies 
and from the Temple itself even because the idea was “This is the house 
of God and that is not.  And this must remain pure and holy.” 
 
But what was interesting, this is how it functioned for basically all of 
human history, and then the Jewish people came along and there’s 
something actually in their liturgy that even undercuts this notion and 
that’s what makes scripture so brilliant.  The High Priest, when he 
would enter into the Holy of Holies, he would bring with him two goats.   
One goat was the Lord.   The other goat was the Devil.  And what would 
happen is he would bring them into the Holy of Holies with him and 
there he would sacrifice the Lord and he would take the blood and he 
would go out from the Holy of Holies into the rest of the Temple 
sprinkling it and all the people  with the Lord’s blood recognizing that 
the Lord’s blood  released a cleansing and healing force  in their world, 
and that’s what was necessary to atone for sin.   
 
What they then would do with the Devil goat is they would lay hands on 
it and they would put all of the peoples sins on the goat and drive him 
off with sticks into the wilderness where we presume he died.    The 
goat would escape into the wilderness  and somewhere along the way, 
somebody copying down the biblical text miswrote escape as 
“scapegoat.”  And that’s where we get that phrase.  
 
What does Jesus do that makes Him worthy of praise and worthy of 
worship?  Here’s what Jesus does:  
 



In John’s gospel, Jesus said, “I am the new Temple.  Actually in a number 
of gospels he says: “If you tear down this Temple, I will rebuilt it in 3 
days.”  And everybody laughs because it took years and years to build 
this stone temple, but Jesus isn’t talking about the stone temple. He is 
talking about replacing the temple with himself.  One of the things that 
is really interesting, one of the things that was in the Holy of Holies, 
traditionally, not in this temple but in the first temple was the Ark of the 
Covenant, and it had two statues of angels or golden figurines of angels 
at either end of it, and in  between was an empty space that was known 
as the Mercy Seat, and the angels had their wings spread over it.  Very 
cool image – we’re going to come around to that again. 
 
In the meanwhile, what Jesus does is He goes in, He challenges the 
temple, He overthrows the temple, He goes in, he starts overturning 
tables, and He ticks off everybody.  And so they take Jesus, and they take 
Him out of the city, and taking Him out of the city then we know that 
they nailed Him to a cross and then He proclaims “It is finished,” and 
when He dies on the cross then, in the gospel accounts, it tells us that 
the curtain separating the Holy of Holies from the rest of the temple 
tears top to bottom.  Hmmm…there’s an axis point – there’s a break in 
the system.   
 
Jesus throughout all the gospel accounts, every time He gets in trouble 
for hanging out with people – who is He hanging out with?  Sinners!  Tax 
collectors – guess where tax collectors came into?  Huh?  See what’s 
happening?  Jesus says, “Ah, you know what?  These boundaries, this 
bounded set, I’m just going to deal with those boundaries, if you will” 
and because all roads lead to Jerusalem, we’ll make axis points all over 
the place, so that people can enter into the presence of God wherever 
they might be.  You don’t need a building – you need a relationship.   You 
need to be aware when you wake up and you see for the first time, “God 
was here all along and now I see!” Like Jacob did at Bethel.   But instead 
of rebuilding this sort of edifice, instead we carry with us and we 
become aware of this, and so what you end up with then is: if you don’t 
have a bounded set, you end up with a centered set.   
 
When you have a centered set, you have a center, (Duh! Hence the 
name).  John 3:16 – every NFL fan’s favorite verse.  How does it read?  
Anyone remember?   “For God so loved the world, that He gave his only 



begotten Son that whosoever might believe in Him, shall not die but 
have eternal life.” Right.    
 
Now there are 2 ways to read that verse:  One way to read that verse is 
exactly like what I just flipped over.  The only way you cross this 
boundary is you start to believe, and when you believe, God changes His 
mind about you and wants to spend eternity with you.  That’s one way 
to read that verse. But, if you keep reading through John 3, you find 
something even more dramatic.  You find Jesus comparing Himself  to a 
statue of a snake that Moses lifted up in the wilderness.   
 
Now, Moses made this statue of a snake because people had sinned and 
become sick and they were ill and he creates a bronze snake, you know, 
because he takes the false idol, burns them down and it becomes a 
bronze snake.  He lifts up this bronze snake and everyone who looks on 
the snake is healed.  Talk about weird stuff!  Right?  They’re healed!   
Jesus says, “The Son of Man must be lifted up, so that that He can draw 
all men to Himself.”  That’s a centered set because it puts Him being 
lifted up at the very center of this and then it says that everybody else is 
out here and around.  And what needs to happen then is this person 
needs to pay attention to this; He is drawing them, but there’s got to be 
a turn, there’s got to be a repentance, there’s got to be an understanding 
of what just took place on their behalf.   Not to change Jesus’ mind about 
them – He already did the cross, but to change their mind about Jesus 
because Jesus was rejected, Jesus was cast out, Jesus was put out of the 
Holy City and rejected, and that means if the Holy One, the Innocent One  
was put outside of the city, there is nobody outside of the reach of God’s 
grace,  because that’s where they put the shameful people.    
 
You see images of Jesus on the cross.  How many crosses are there in the 
images?  Three.  What’s on either side of Him?  There are two thieves, 
right?  There’s a thief here and there’s a thief here – where is Jesus 
hanging?  He’s in the middle.   Jesus hanging out in the middle with a 
bunch of thieves with a bunch of sinners – that’s what He did.  It’s His 
MO, all the time.  He’s hanging there.    
 
One of the thieves says what?  “We deserve this, He doesn’t deserve this, 
Lord, you know, save me.”    
 



The other thief says, “Ah, forget it!  You need to get down and you need 
to get us all out of here!”   
 
Does Jesus’ attitude change from either of them?  He’s on the cross for 
both of them.  Right?  Regardless of how they respond to Him, 
regardless of what they might do.  They don’t have to do anything to 
earn His favor.  The cross is not about changing God’s mind about us.  
The cross is about changing our mind about God and about our very 
existence; who we are called to be and who He has made us to be.  It’s a 
brilliant move by God because what He does is as the Innocent Victim 
goes to the cross.  What are most of the famous words he does on the 
cross?  “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.” 
 
I don’t know about you, but if I’m nailing someone to a cross, I don’t 
expect them to forgive me - that gives me pause - that unsettles me.  I 
expect them to curse me, I expect them to yell, I expect them to fight 
back and struggle, I don’t expect them to forgive. That’s the brilliance of 
God’s grace,  that’s a mystery that gets revealed on the cross, and that’s 
why Paul in the early church constantly writes, Jesus is the revelation of 
the mystery of God.  A mystery that has been revealed for us, if we will 
just take note of it, if we will just see it, and it changes everything and 
how we look at this and how we think about this.  That’s what makes 
Jesus worthy of worship. That’s what Revelation 5 says, right?  “You are 
worthy of worship because by your blood you have purchased a people 
from every tribe, tongue and nation”, all of those other folks, all those 
boundaries torn down can all be gathered together around Christ can 
live that out, can experience that, can have that sort of heart change.  
 
You see, at the culmination of the ages, is the way the author of Hebrews 
talks about it.   Jesus appeared to deal with this, and when He forgives 
from the cross, one of the last testimonies about that cross moment, that 
scene comes from a Roman soldier; maybe one of the one’s who was 
pounding the nails, and he says, “Truly this man was the Son of God”.   
 
Because Jesus is about heart transformation, He is about changing us; 
He is about redeeming us, making us new from the inside out and the 
only way to do that is patient grace and love affecting us, changing us, 
transforming us.   
 



How many of you have gardens?   How many of you weed your gardens?  
Be honest!  How many of you weed your garden with a flamethrower?  
(laughter)  Why not?  It’s really effective.  It’s efficient.  You would burn 
the vegetables, right?  God could have done all of this by force in 
establishing His kingdom, but the problem is when you do it that way, 
you destroy your creation, and instead an act of patient love, weeding 
our lives, weeding the creation, bringing about the garden He always 
intended.   
 
We have that reading from John’s gospel – Mary sees Jesus, what does 
she think he is?  He’s the gardener.  The author of John’s gospel is 
dropping hints all over the place.  See Genesis in this story.  See God 
redeeming His creation.  See the beginning of a new creation.  
Remember we talked about the Ark of the Covenant?   The Ark of the 
Covenant had what on it?   It had two angels and it had the Mercy Seat 
with a space between it, right?   It had an angel at one end of it, and an 
angel at the other end of it and when they look into the tomb, what do 
they see?  There’s a bench, and there’s an angel at one end of it, and 
there’s an angel at the other end of it and then there’s a space in 
between (sigh).   The author is hinting at something major. The Mercy 
Seat is no longer found in the temple with the blood of goats.  The Mercy 
Seat is found through what Christ did on the Cross, when the rest of the 
world said, “Cursed is he who hangs on a cross,” God says, “I can fix that 
too!” And He has the resurrection. 
 
The resurrection vindicates Jesus when all of the world had abandoned 
Him including his closest followers, except for the women.  The woman 
stayed faithful until the end, remember what he said about subverting 
the whole system?  The women become the earliest witnesses to this 
Good News and there are different accounts within the gospels and 
some people point to that and they say, “See, this is how you know it’s 
fake; it’s just propaganda” because this account in Matthew is a little bit 
different than that account in Mark and everything else. 
 
I don’t know about you, but you all just saw me walk on a balance beam, 
“walk” (laughter).   When you leave here you will probably talk about it 
to folks.  How many of you want to bet that the way that these folks talk 
about it is different than the way these folks talk about it? It’s 
perspective right?   You thought that was chaotic?  Imagine an empty 



tomb where you expected a body to be.   Absolute chaos!  And guess 
what, again, because in that day and age women could not testify in 
court, they weren’t considered credible witnesses.  If this is propaganda,  
It’s the worst propaganda written.  Because the women are the heroes 
of the story – they are the witnesses to this good news! The men are the 
ones who doubt the most in all of it.   And it’s chaotic and it almost 
sounds like a lived experience of a lot of different people witnessing 
something profound and amazing that they struggle to put into words 
and they can’t figure it out. 
 
What Jesus does on the cross, by holding the sin, by taking it all on 
Himself, all the shame, all the heap, all the curse and not retaliating.  He 
is transforming it.  
 
How many of you have electricity in your homes? Yep!  How many of 
you have a little gray box outside of your house hanging on a pole? Have 
you ever noticed that?   Justin – if I might call on your expertise – those 
wires that run from those gray boxes, if I plug one of those straight into 
my house what happens? It’s not going to be good.  Why is it going to be 
bad?  It’s a lot of voltage, right? It’s probably going to burn the house 
down?  It can’t handle it, right?  So then what’s the gray box called?  
It’s a transformer – all the voltage goes into the transformer, the 
transformer does something magical and mystical – I’m not going to put 
Justin on the spot for and then it sends electricity down into your house, 
and guess what?  It doesn’t burn your house down, it toasts your toast.  
(laughter) 
 
Jesus, on the cross, takes all of the sin and hatred and shame of the 
world and instead of reflecting it back to the world, like He could have, 
He sees it and He transforms it, and it gets poured out of His side as 
mercy and love and grace that transforms hearts from the inside out -
that’s cooking!    It transforms it.    Because all throughout scripture one 
of the images for repentance for transforming for us is that we have 
hard hearts that need transformed.   You could just stab the heart out, 
but you’re going to kill the creation in the process, so instead you’ve got 
to find a way to change that heart – you’ve got to find a way to 
transform it and the way you do that is through gracious, loving service.   
And when that transformation takes place, it renews the person from 
the inside out.  What Jesus is doing is a work of renewal in His creation.  



 
Paul writes about it, as He tore down the dividing wall of hostility 
between the Jews and the Gentiles.  Later on he talks about how in 
Christ there is no Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female.  He tears 
down those boundaries and barriers and he proclaims that there is no 
longer a physical building, there is only My Body and guess what?  Y’all 
are my body!!    
 
There is a people of God to serve as priests for God on the earth in 
loving service, mediating between the creation and the Creator, carrying 
out the Creator’s will.   
 
When He tears down the dividing wall of hostility, He brings enemies 
together in an act of reconciliation, and this is why the early church 
says, “Be reconciled to God.”  God’s done everything at His end.  The 
invitation is for us to receive that reconciliation that we might be 
reunified with God through the Holy Spirit, that we might begin to have 
our hearts transformed, that we might live the lives that God has always 
intended for us; an abundant life, an eternal life that begins now and 
echoes throughout eternity.   And with that reunion then, is a renewal of 
the things around us because we realize that God loves His creation and 
He wants to bring justice and order and peace and love to it, and so we 
join with Him in this mission. 
 
And if we didn’t, we would be vainglorious because we would be 
adopting the title of Christian without wanting to join in the work of 
Christ.   But if we join in the work of Christ, we are magnanimous, we 
have joined God in His work of renewal and restoration – we have 
joined God in His work of reconciliation.  We have begun to experience 
salvation.   
 
Salvation in the Latin is Salus.  Salus means health, prosperity and well-
being. When Jesus brings salvation to us, He brings healing to us 
because we need transformed from the wounds in our lives and 
oftentimes what you find is as you watch what God does in your life, 
those deep wounds, those deep hurts, become a source of healing for 
others.   Just in the same way that Jesus’ deep wounds, those deep hurts, 
that blood became a source of healing for others. It’s the imitation of 
Christ; it’s allowing God to use us to work for others around us. 



 
We can be reconciled to God, others and creation and this new heart 
then comes into us.   It’s a circumcision of the heart; it’s a cutting off of 
the hardness and the oldness, and instead putting on a new life, and it’s 
prompted by the grace of the innocent victim, Jesus the Christ, Jesus the 
Messiah, Christ isn’t the last name by the way; it’s a title.  It’s a 
proclamation that Jesus is Lord! 
 
What happens then, Paul writes in 2nd Corinthians that, “Now if anyone 
is in Christ,” it’s an act of new creation, and we are Christ’s ambassadors 
making an appeal to the world to see what He has done, and join in this 
work of gathering all of creation to Christ so that they might experience 
that grace and that love.  We do this with words and we do this with 
deeds and with actions, we do it with our very lives as we love people. 
But as ambassadors of the ministry of reconciliation, we are invited to 
join that work.   
 
Now when we use the word “minister” oftentimes what happens is we 
begin to think of something particular.  When I say the word “minister” 
what do you think of?  Pastor, right?  You think of me! Hmmm…. 
(laughter) , but here’s the thing, when Paul is writing that letter to the 
Corinthians, he is writing it to a whole group of people.  
 
If I could have the ushers come forward – make sure everyone gets one 
of these (cards).  When we are ambassadors of Christ, we are 
ambassadors in word and in deed and when we live in deed what we are 
doing is we are taking on His yolk, we are taking on the yolk of our Lord 
Jesus, and His yolk is easy and His burden is light.  You know why?  
Because when you forgive, when you love, you don’t carry all that 
bitterness and that anger and that rage with you.  That takes a lot of 
energy to maintain.  Instead you lay it down and in laying it down you 
are set free to be healed, you are set free to be loved and to love.  You 
see things differently.  “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.”  New 
eyes in how we see others.  New hearts, a new law! Maundy Thursday 
comes from the Latin word “mandate”.  “Love one another as I have 
loved you.”  A new creation, a new law, a new way of being in the world 
because that which isn’t transformed is transmitted to others.  
 



And so Christ, the ultimate transformer box offers us that same 
opportunity to allow ourselves to be healed so that we can be healers as 
well to reject vainglory and to achieve grace, instead of humility to take 
on the work of Christ and the labor of Christ and to join as ambassadors. 
 
Happy Easter!  You all get a present from me!  Because Y’all are 
ministers of the gospel.   And I invite you, in that line, there is a space for 
your name and I invite you right now in this moment to borrow a pen 
from one of the ladies sitting next to you.  If she’s got a purse, she’s got a 
pen!  Trust me!  (Laughter)  And fill your name in and in filling in your 
name, tuck it someplace where you are going to see this, whether it’s 
your wallet or the edge of your mirror when you are getting ready in the 
morning, or it’s on the steering wheel of your car, because I want you to 
go forward from here remembering that Christ has called you as His 
ambassadors and as His ministers of reconciliation, going into a world 
that desperately needs reconciliation that desperately needs a right 
relationship with God with others and with itself.   
 
What we’ve done this Easter is we have just had a commissioning 
service!  You all have been commissioned as ministers of the Good News 
that Jesus is risen!  He is risen indeed!  And his risen-ness is 
demonstrated in your deeds and in your words as you proclaim the love 
and grace to a world that desperately needs to be transformed and 
made new and made right.  
 
Let me pray for you and then we are going to have a couple of minutes 
of silent reflection as you think about what it means to be a minister of 
the gospel.   
 
“Father we come to you this morning, and Lord, I confess that my words 
fail to describe what you have done for us, but Lord I pray that the eyes 
of our hearts would be opened, we would be enlightened, that we might 
grasp how wide and how high and how deep is the love that you have 
for us and for your creation.  That you have done everything, laying your 
life on the line, that we might experience reunion and reconciliation 
with you; that we might experience renewal and resurrection in our 
own lives and life of this creation.” 
 



“Father we come to you this morning, and we don’t want to be 
Christians in name only.   Transform our hearts.  Help us to grasp the 
love that as we put you on a cross you said, ‘Father, forgive them.’  May 
we be gripped by that image; may we be transformed and made whole 
as you are lifted up in all that we say and do.  We give you thanks in your 
Son’s glorious name.  Amen.” 
 
Let’s take a moment to reflect on what it means to be ministers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


