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SCRIPTURE: Luke 9:46-56 
 
 An argument started among the disciples as to which of 
them would be the greatest.  Jesus, knowing their thoughts, 
took a little child and had him stand beside him.  Then he said 
to them, “Whoever welcomes this little child in my name 
welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one 
who sent me.  For he who is least among you all—he is the 
greatest. 
 “Master,” said John, “we saw a man driving out demons in 
your name and we tried to stop him, because he is not one of 
us.” 
 “Do not stop him,” Jesus said, “for whoever is not against 
you is for you.” 
 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, 
Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem.  And he sent messengers 
on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things ready 
for him; but the people there did not welcome him, because he 
was heading for Jerusalem.  When the disciples James and John 
saw this, they asked, “Lord do you want us to call fire down 
from heaven to destroy them?”  But Jesus turned and rebuked 
them, and they went to another village. 
 
SERMON:   
 A long, long time ago in a country far, far away there was a 
king, a very powerful king.  This king had an accident though, 
he was walking on the roof of his house and he fell through the 
roof and had a nasty spill and was bedridden and was 
wondering if he would ever recover from this.  So he sent a 
messenger to one of the local oracles to consult with the gods 



to see if he would be able to recover from this and be able to 
resume his reign as the king or not, and along the way the 
messenger was intercepted by a prophet, a holy man who came 
along and told him, “Look, go back and tell the king that 
because he goes and he worships in the wrong sorts of places, 
he is not going to recover from this fall; and he can put trust in 
the veracity of this so he’ll know who the real sort of god is.”  
And so the messenger goes back and the king is not pleased, 
and he is not pleased with the messenger for not following his 
orders and, if you know anything, you know you obey the 
orders of the king. 
 
Secondly, he is angry that this holy man would dare stand in 
his way, and so he sends one of his captains with about 50 of 
his men to go and take this holy man who had pronounced this 
curse against him because if he could just get him to take that 
curse back, then he knew he would be healed.    
 
So he sends the captain and the 50 men and they go to a place 
where the holy man is and they say, “Holy man!  The king says 
come down with us!”  and the holy man says to them, “If I am 
truly a holy man then may fire come down and consume you.” 
And a column of flames comes down from the clouds and 
bursts down and burns all 51 men. 
 
The king hears this and the king sends a second platoon with 
his captain and another 50 men out there and this time they 
say, “Holy man!  The king demands you come down now!” “If I 
am a holy man then may fire come from heaven and consume 
you.”  The fire comes down and consumes them. 
 
A third time, the king sends another captain and 50 more men.  
This time the captain comes with his knees shaking to where 
the holy man is and says, “Holy man!  If you have any respect 



for my life or the life of my men, please, please come with us to 
see the king.”  And this time the holy man comes with them and 
he goes to the king and he repeats the same prophesy he had 
given him before that he would not recover.  And then he 
leaves and the king dies.  Thus all the people knew that the way 
to power was through violence against others, wherever it 
came from, and they knew that this was the way that you 
commanded respect and even the king ultimately had the 
respect of the power of God and could not speak against the 
gods.  So everyone learned and they were afraid with this 
power that had been taking place. 
 
When you think back to what we’ve been doing in Luke’s 
gospel, and the flow of Luke chapter 9 especially, what we see 
time and time again is the disciples wrestling with what it 
means for Jesus to be the Christ, for Him to be the king, for Him 
to be the Messiah.  And they have an expectation.  They know 
the same as everyone else in the world knows that the way to 
power is by having the biggest sword or the most swords.  So 
all throughout this, they are wrestling when Jesus says, “No, to 
be the Christ, to be the Messiah, to be God’s king, means I will 
suffer, I will be rejected and ultimately I will be crucified and I 
will rise three days later.”  This doesn’t compute for them; it’s 
an oxymoron; it’s jumbo shrimp, a crucified Messiah, that’s not 
the way it’s supposed to go.  Everybody knows that’s not the 
way it ends! 
 
So all through chapter 9 we see the disciples beginning to 
exercise power and authority that they have been granted by 
Jesus as they become followers of Him and they obey Him and 
they do what He tells them to do, and they go out and then 
finally this, kind of, culminates in a high watermark with a 
transfiguration where three of the disciples: Peter, James and 
John all get a chance to see for the first time the glory of Jesus is 



revealed to them, and they see that glory and they instantly 
think, “Now is the time, let’s build some shelters here and 
everybody can come and see how great  our Messiah is.”  But 
Jesus tells them, “No!  We can’t stay here; we have to go to 
Jerusalem.  I have to suffer, I have to be rejected; I have to die. 
That’s the way this works!” 
 
Then we find out, as last week’s showed us, that when they 
come down from the hill, the disciples weren’t able to cast out 
a demon; one of the very things that Jesus had empowered 
them to do, and the thing that gets cited is them being an 
unbelieving and perverse generation; a generation that has 
gotten off the trail that has been meant for them because 
they’ve gone out and followed their own ways, and so as a 
result of it, they can’t live into this kingdom that liberates and 
sets free and has power for healing; they can’t do it, because 
they can’t believe it. 
 
What we learn in looking at Luke’s gospel, we find out that it’s 
not just us, the early church, the disciples also struggled with 
unbelief.  You see, if we don’t buy into following a crucified 
Messiah then our unbelief will hinder us from the very healing 
that Jesus brings to us.  When He comes to save us, He comes to 
heal us both now and forevermore; it’s a healing for ourselves 
and it’s a healing for others as well as we go out and minister 
on His behalf, but if we don’t buy in to the road map, if we don’t 
believe the nature of this kingdom and its upside-down-ness, 
then we never get to encounter and experience that healing, it 
remains blocked, just like an artery after years and years of 
fried foods at the county fair.  The way we unblock the artery 
of unbelief is through prayer, and we see this all throughout 
Luke chapter 9, Jesus is pulling the disciples along, He is pulling 
them away from the crowds, He is off to the side praying by 
Himself that they might learn, that they might believe, that they 



might hear their place in God’s kingdom.  What God is up to in 
their midst and that they might be able to join in with that. 
 
So what does unbelief look like?  Because we often confuse 
unbelief with doubts don’t we?  We tend to think if we’re 
starting to question or we wonder or maybe there’s a brief slip-
up then somehow we’ve journeyed into unbelief, but what we 
see in Luke’s gospel is that unbelief is not about doubting, it’s 
not about questions; Jesus always receives those questions 
from His disciples, but we saw at the end of last week’s that 
four different times, Luke highlights how the disciples didn’t 
get what was going on and they were afraid to ask.  They were 
afraid to ask for wisdom in this.  So as a result, they’re stuck 
and that’s where Luke picks up with us this morning. 
 
As we look at Luke’s gospel, if you’re not there already, I invite 
you to turn with me.  If you don’t have a Bible, feel free to use 
one of the red pew Bibles in front of you; it’s on page 1085. 
 
Jesus has just taught them, verse 44: “Listen carefully to what 
I’m about to tell you.  The Son of Man is going to be betrayed 
into the hands of men.”  Everybody at this point, they love all 
the good stuff that Jesus has done for them; they love it when 
He casts out demons, they love it when He multiplies the loaves 
and the fishes and feeds everyone.  They love it; that’s good 
news for them!  It sets them free; it heals them, it’s welcome.  
But when He starts saying stuff like this, “Listen carefully to 
what I am about to tell you, the Son of Man is going to be 
betrayed into the hands of men,” the response in verse 45, they 
did not understand what this meant.  It was hidden from them, 
so they did not grasp it, and they were afraid to ask Him about 
it. 
 



Then we see that the story, kind of, shifts a little bit.  They get 
into an argument amongst themselves, and any of you parents 
you know what it’s like.  You can have a very clear 
conversation with your kids, you step out of the room for 30 
seconds and the next thing you know, you come in, the lamp’s 
broken and they’re rolling around on the floor, right?  You’ve 
got all sorts of situations like this.  This is the reality of life for 
us, isn’t it?  Jesus has had to deal with it too! 
 
“An argument started among the disciples as to which of them 
would be the greatest.”  And if you’ve ever been around 
siblings, there’s always this jockeying for position in the family, 
isn’t there?  There’s always, “Oh, Mom always loved you best!” 
“No, oh No, yeah but you had Dad, and Dad always treated you 
best!”  Right; this jockeying for position, totally normal for us.  
It happens in your workplace doesn’t it?  Folks trying to maybe  
build up their accomplishments so they can get that 
promotion; maybe even in some situations, if they’re less than 
honest, they might be taking credit for some of your 
accomplishments to build themselves up?  No different back in 
the Ancient World.  Jewish society, Roman society; it was all 
about your status in relationship to other people; it defined 
who you were.  Where you were at on the food chain and it’s a 
good thing to be at the top of the food chain, it’s a lot better 
than being towards the bottom of the food chain; and that’s a 
universal truth!  And yet the disciples are here and their 
unbelief causes them to start arguing about who is going to be 
greatest in this kingdom that Jesus is bringing about.  They still 
haven’t caught the plot yet about how this is going to go. 
 
So Jesus knowing their thoughts takes a little child and had him 
stand beside Him.  The episode right before this, Jesus casts an 
unclean spirit out of a small child.  What if this is the same kid, 
the same kid that was unclean, had nothing to offer that was 



only a hardship and a burden to folks around him and Jesus has 
just cast out this spirit and brought him in and sat him next to 
Him.  There’s a status thing there, right? When He brings him 
in.   
 
Now in the Ancient World, much differently than how we 
function sometimes,  children had no place and no status; they 
couldn’t give their opinion on matters, they were a little more 
than property until they reached adulthood.  Now they might 
be valued, they might be treasured because ultimately they 
were the retirement plan for the adults, but they had no 
respect, they had no status. 
 
So when Jesus calls together His disciples and He pulls this 
little child in their midst and says, “Whoever welcomes this 
little child in My name, welcomes Me; whoever welcomes Me 
welcomes the One who sent Me.  For he who is least among you 
all, he is the greatest.”  He’s got this brilliant object lesion that 
totally throws their understanding of how the world operates 
and what they should be focused on, on its head.  You see, 
unbelief looks a lot like jockeying for status, pushing others 
down that we might exalt ourselves, and it’s a totally normal 
argument, it happens all the time and yet Jesus says, “No!  The 
way to greatness, the way to status is to welcome this child.”  
He emphasizes the “welcome” so much, He repeats it four 
times.  Welcoming is not just saying “Hi!”  Welcoming is about 
hospitality; it’s a warm greeting, it’s treating someone as an 
honored guest.  
 
In fact, in the Ancient World especially if you were walking 
along the road, your feet would get very dirty and so if 
somebody came to visit you, one of the things you would do to 
welcome them would be to prepare some water and wash their 
feet; a very common custom.   



Children would often be on the road with their families and if 
they would come in, their feet would not get washed.  Children 
of the household might be asked to wash the guests feet.  They 
had the position much like a servant, and yet what Jesus is 
saying, “No!  You should wash the kids feet! You should 
welcome this child just as if you would welcome Me.;” it’s all 
about hospitality for an honored guest, and like I said before, 
children were at the bottom of the social ladder, they had no 
status.  It makes no sense whatsoever to waste your time and 
energy serving the least and taking care of the children 
because that’s not going to get you anywhere in the world.  You 
need to take care of those who can help you.  Those who can 
help you take the next step up the rung of the ladder of life, and 
Jesus is saying, “No!  It’s not about that! You want to be great?  
Get your towel, get your serve on, get ready for that.” 
 
So John, John who had just been on the mountain with Him for 
the transfiguration says to Him, in response to this teaching, 
“Master, we saw a man driving out demons in your Name and 
we tried to stop him because he is not one of us.”  You could 
almost say, you know, like he’s proud of it almost.  “Master, we 
tried to stop a man who was driving out demons in your Name 
because he is not one of us.  He’s an outsider, he doesn’t have 
status in our group.” 
 
What was it that Jesus had told the disciples to be doing?  Is to 
cast out demons, to heal people, to heal them of whatever 
spirits might be afflicting them, whatever might be holding 
them back, whatever was punishing them, and the disciples 
just previously hadn’t been able to cast out a demon.  This guy 
was doing what Jesus had told the disciples to do, and he was 
doing it better than them.  We don’t like it when people show 
us up at our job do we?  And how do we respond?  “Your not 
one of us, there’s something wrong with you, you don’t have 



the right degree, you don’t have the right pedigree or you do 
have a degree so you’re not one of us.  So we don’t have to take 
credible what you said, you haven’t lived here long enough, you 
don’t understand.”  And Jesus response to them is what?  Look 
at the text, what does it say?  “Do not stop him,” Jesus said, “For 
whoever is not against you is for you.”   
 
Unbelief looks a lot like trying to exclude allies and partners 
along the way who have a common sense of mission, but 
maybe they’re not a part of us.  Maybe they’re not doing it quite 
the way we think they should do it.  Maybe they don’t have the 
right label, the right identity, and Jesus is saying, “No!  That’s 
not the way this works!”  You can’t erect boundaries around 
ministry done in Jesus’ name.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 
Keep in mind that ministry done in Jesus’ name is not just 
about saying “Jesus” at the end of the ministry, it’s about doing 
it in the very character of Christ, this servant-hood that is laid 
out, because names meant a lot in the Ancient World.  When 
you hear about Jacob, his nickname was “the deceiver”; that’s 
what his name meant.  You look at his life in Genesis and he is 
deceiving all along; you live into your name was the way it 
worked; Jesus’ name?   Joshua? “The Lord saves, the Lord heals, 
the Lord delivers, the Lord redeems.”  So ministry that is done 
for healing, for redemption, that’s ministry that’s done in the 
name of Jesus and all the better if we could actually attach 
Jesus’ name to it as well. 
 
Don’t stop or hinder those who have common cause with you 
in this work.  You could call it maybe working for the common 
good.  The only boundary that Jesus seems to allow in this 
moment is hostility, “If he is not against you, he is for you.”  
Meaning that if he’s against you, well, then he’s against you and 



you can call out that difference, you can recognize that 
difference.  And you’ll see that they continue on the road here. 
 
As the time approached for Him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus 
resolutely set out for Jerusalem.  Now that word  “resolutely” in 
the Greek is this beautiful phrase, “Jesus set His face.”  You 
know it’s that Clint Eastwood moment, he clenches the jaw, he 
gets determined, nothing is going to turn him back from His 
mission of going to Jerusalem because He knows that’s what it 
is going to take.  He needs to go to Jerusalem, He needs to 
suffer, He needs to be rejected, He needs to be crucified and He 
needs to be raised.  He knows this, so He sets His face, He steels 
His jaw and He begins to march towards Jerusalem.   
 
He sends messengers on ahead of Him who went into a 
Samaritan village to get things ready for Him.  But the people 
there did not welcome Him because He was heading for 
Jerusalem.  It’s kind of weird, right?  Why in the world wouldn’t 
the Samaritans welcome Jesus?  Because He’s going to 
Jerusalem., I mean, that’s like saying that people in Fort Wayne 
wouldn’t welcome you because you’re on your way to Detroit; 
it just doesn’t click for us, it doesn’t comprehend.  There’s a 
long history in the background of this text though.  The 
Samaritans were considered half-breeds, they never left the 
land during the Babylonian exile and so as a result, they 
intermarried with some of the folks that were still there.  They 
were considered “half-breeds”, they weren’t pure; they were 
considered unclean morally and in other ways, especially 
worship.  They did not believe in worshipping at the Temple in 
Jerusalem.  They worshipped on Gerizim, the same as their 
forefathers had.  They didn’t even agree with the rest of the 
Jewish people on scriptures, which ones were really scriptures 
and which ones were not.  If fact, they weren’t really keen on 
the prophets, they were really keen on the teachings of Moses, 



just the Torah, but not so much the prophets, and there’s a 
reason for that, because in their history there was conflict that 
went back all the way to Ahaziah and Elijah.   
 
Let me just read that to you briefly from 2 Kings, chapter 1:  
Stop me if you’ve heard this before.  (Laughter) 
 

After Ahab’s death Moab rebelled against Israel.  Now 
Ahaziah had fallen through the lattice of his upper room in 
Samaria and injured himself.  So he sent messengers, saying to 
them, “Go and consult Baal=Zebub, and god of Ekron, to see if I 
will recover from this injury.” 

But the angel of the Lord said to Elijah the Tishbite, “Go 
up and meet the messengers of the king of Samaria and ask 
them, “Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are going 
off to consult Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron?’  Therefore this is 
what the Lord says: ‘You will not leave the bed you are lying 
on.  You will certainly die!’”  and so Elijah went. 

When the messengers returned to the king, he asked 
them, “Why have you come back?” 
 “A man came to meet us,” they replied.  “And he said to us, 
‘Go back to the king who sent you and tell him, “This is what 
the Lord says: Is it because there is no God in Israel that you 
are sending men to consult Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron?  
Therefore you will not leave the bed you are lying on.  You will 
certainly die!” 
 The king asked them, “What kind of man was it who came 
to meet you and told you this?” 
 They replied, “He was a man with a garment of hair and 
with a leather belt around his waist.”  What a description!  A 
garment of hair and a leather belt around his waist!  Ladies 
look out!  (laughter) 
 The king said, “That was Elijah the Tishbite.” 



 Then he sent to Elijah a captain with his company of fifty 
men.  The captain went up to Elijah, who was sitting on the top 
of a hill, and said to him, “Man of God, the king says, ‘Come 
down!’” 
 Elijah answered the captain, “If I am a man of God, may 
fire come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty 
men!”  Then fire fell from heaven and consumed the captain 
and his men. 
 At this the king sent to Elijah another captain with his 
fifty men.  The captain said to him, “Man of God, this is what the 
king says, ‘Come down at once!’” 
 “If I am a man of God,” Elijah replied, “may fire come 
down from heaven and consume you and your fifty men!”  
Then the fire of God fell from heaven and consumed him and 
his fifty men. 
 So the king sent a third captain with his fifty men.  (All 
right, think about the loyalty of this military for a moment, 
okay?  The third guy actually shows up and says, “Okay, I’ll go!” 
that’s loyalty!) 
 The third captain went up and fell on his knees before 
Elijah.  “Man of God,” he begged, “please have respect for my 
life and the lives of these fifty men, your servants!  See, fire has 
fallen from heaven and consumed the first two captains and all 
their men.  But now have respect for my life!” 
 The angel of the Lord said to Elijah, “Go down with him; 
do not be afraid of him.”  So Elijah got up and went down with 
him to the king. 
 He told the king, “This is what the Lord says: Is it because 
there is no God in Israel for you to consult that you have sent 
messengers to consult Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron?  Because 
you have done this, you will never leave the bed you are lying 
on.  You will certainly die!”  So he died, according to the word 
of the Lord that Elijah had spoken. 
 



Wonder why the Samaritans don’t like prophets?  Bad things 
happen to their kings when prophets show up!  And so it’s no 
wonder then when they’re going through, let’s back up even 
further!  Jesus as a good Jewish Rabbi does not belong in 
Samaria.  You don’t travel there.  If you’ve ever talked to people 
about going to Chicago, and they say, “Don’t stop in Gary” it 
was like that but worse for the Jews with Samaria.   It would be 
like looping all the way around to avoid going through that and 
adding onto your trip so that you could avoid going past the 
smelting factories and everything in Gary.  That’s the tension 
between the Jews and the Samaritans and Jesus walks right 
into it; again, this kingdom of God knows no geopolitical 
boundaries; it will go where it is received. 
 
So as He goes to Jerusalem, He takes the most direct route 
possible, straight through Samaria, sends messengers on ahead 
and while the messengers are going, the Samaritans reject Him 
because He is going to Jerusalem; they remember all of this 
history.  They know what it’s about and they reject it 
thoroughly. 
 
When the disciples James and John who were with Him on the 
Mount of Transfiguration who knew about His mission and 
what He was trying to do; when they see this, they ask, “Lord, 
do you want us to call down fire from heaven to destroy them?”  
You see, James and John were in Sunday School all of their 
childhood; they knew their Bible stories, they knew that this is 
how you respond to Samaritans who reject the living God, and 
we know that Jesus is the real God; He’s the Christ, He’s the 
Messiah, He’s the Anointed One of the living God, and so it’s 
right for us to follow in the footsteps of Elijah and call down 
fire on this village and destroy it for rejecting the Messiah.  It is 
what God would want us to do because look at it, it’s right 
there in the scriptures; it’s totally sanctioned, it’s totally okay, 



we can do this because it’s there, it says so on the page, read it 
yourself (or on the scroll back then!) and Jesus does what?  He 
turns and rebukes them.  The one thing that gets Him to turn  
from Jerusalem is to rebuke His disciples for wanting to call 
down fire on this village that had rejected Him. 
 
Rebuke is almost not strong enough a word.  You see in Luke’s 
gospel, Jesus has rebuked fevers, He has rebuked demons, He’s 
rebuked storms that were threatening to sink the boat, He 
rebukes His disciples and the whole ethos that they’re about 
and in some manuscripts they include a line:  “You do not know 
what spirit you are of because the Son of Man has come to save 
men’s lives, not to destroy them.”    Some of the NIV’s you will 
have that as a footnote down at the bottom from some of those 
manuscripts.   
 
With what they were calling for, they were not in line with the 
spirit of Jesus, the Holy Spirit.  They were in line with 
something else, a different kind of spirit.  Maybe even the spirit 
of Baal-Zebub that Ahaziah was himself consulting with 
because it’s all about power; this is what you do to people who 
reject you.  This is what unbelief looks like, it looks like 
jockeying for status with your peers, it looks like turning away 
those who are allies because they are not one of us, it looks like 
responding to rejection with violence and destruction.  They 
didn’t welcome Jesus; the very thing He told His disciples was 
the measure of greatness, they didn’t welcome Him. 
 
Earlier in the chapter, Jesus taught His disciples and told them 
to do what when a village rejects them?  Just knock the dust off 
your shoes and move on to the next one.  Here at the end of the 
chapter, they still have not been paying attention, they still 
have not grasped the point, and they want to burn the place to 
the ground; they want to nuke it, they want to barbecue it.  And 



Jesus rebukes them for wanting to follow Elijah because 
following Elijah in this case misunderstands the Messianic 
mission that He is on, that He is on a mission to save men’s 
lives not to destroy men’s lives. 
 
In all three of these situations, what we see is an aspiration of 
power in the lives of the disciples, and it raises a warning for us 
as well to be weary of how power operates in our lives, in the 
life of our congregation and in the life of the community 
around us to understand how corrupting power can be for us.   
 
In each of these situations, what we see with Jesus is He’s 
revealing that character precedes moral authority and power.  
He is saying, “No! to be the greatest, to be a leader means to 
serve.”  Jesus uses power to welcome.  Jesus uses power to 
heal.  Jesus uses His power to rebuke so that people might get 
on board with His mission, so they might experience what He is 
talking about: character precedes moral authority.    
 
Violence is not good news in the kingdom of God, it is not what 
Jesus is trying to accomplish here.  Could He have called down 
fire on that village and walked on?  Without batting an eye, but 
it is a betrayal of His mission to do that to respond to rejection 
with violence.  Instead when somebody slaps you on the cheek 
you what?  You turn the other cheek, “you do not resist 
violently an evil man” is what the Greek is actually talking 
about there. 
 
Hurting others is not good news because people are not the 
enemy.  He looks at that Samaritan village that has rejected 
Him, that hasn’t even given Him a hearing at this point because 
He is going to Jerusalem.  They are way off the map; they’ve 
lost to the plot for sure! And yet He doesn’t see them as an 
enemy to be crushed.  He sees them as people to be saved.  He 



realizes that they are victims of the enemy, a spirit that keeps 
them from responding to this good news that He has been 
announcing.  And He tells them,  “The Son of Man has come to 
save or heal men’s lives, not to destroy them.”  What we see 
Jesus doing here in this moment is telling them, “Look, I know 
you’ve got Elijah’s example, I know you’ve got that, but you’ve 
got to look at Elijah’s example through the lens of what I’m 
trying to do.”  And He turns it back and He says, “This burning 
down is not going to take care of it.  Instead we need to get into 
the heart; I’ve got to go to the cross, I’ve got to suffer, I’ve got to 
be rejected, and in that resurrection, there’s going to be a 
power that transforms hearts, that turns hearts of stone into 
hearts of flesh with the Law of the Lord written upon those 
beating hearts, not just on the scroll somewhere else, but 
instead written within the person that they might live into this 
law that He says is the fulfillment of all the law and prophets, 
the law of love, love that is defined by a cross.  Love that is 
defined by the incarnation, by service, by obedience, by 
trusting and obeying and believing in the power of love to 
transform hearts and minds. 
 
When Jesus becomes our hermeneutic for reading the 
scriptures, when we validate what the Church has said 
throughout history that Jesus is the revelation of the living God, 
the invisible God, what we are saying is that God is like Jesus 
always; He always has been, He always will be, He always is; 
it’s just now we starting to catch it, He’s pulling the curtain 
back in a revelation of sorts for us so that we can see, this is 
how the God of the Universe, the Creator operates.  He’s driven 
by compassion, He’s driven by creative love and He’s driven to 
redeem and restore and heal and to save.  So Jesus sets His face 
towards Jerusalem because as our forefathers have recognized 
(if we could bring up that Creed) 
 



In the Apostles Creed, there’s a proclamation, a statement of 
faith and belief: 
 
“I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth, and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.”  (But 
that’s not the end of the story!)  “He descended into hell.  On 
the third day He arose again from the dead.  He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty.”  (What was it that Jesus said was the key to being 
the greatest?  To welcome those with no status like a little 
child, to bring healing.  What happens when He goes to the 
cross for His enemies – Us!  He’s exalted.   He’s given a name far 
above every name!  He’s ascended into heaven in the 
resurrection and then in the ascension.) 
 
“He is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.”  
(He is seated at His right hand.  Given power and authority!)  
“From thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.” 
(All of us will face that judgment! And the measuring stick for 
that judgment is what you did in response to the good news 
that God has done everything necessary for our salvation.  Not 
just a salvation when we die, but a salvation that begins here 
and now, eternal life is knowing the living God and allowing 
the living God through the Holy Spirit to heal us, to restore us 
and to prepare us for this new creation that we might live into 
it, here and now even as we look forward to its full fulfillment.) 
 
“I believe in the Holy Spirit, I believe in the holy Catholic 
church” (For those of you who just got nervous – Catholic 
means universal!) “The communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body and life everlasting.  Amen” 



When we proclaim this, the Apostles Creed, we are proclaiming 
the mission of Christ, just as He laid it out, that the Son of Man 
has come to save men’s lives, not to destroy them.  We believe 
that when we welcome the least and the last, when we 
welcome any allies who want to join in the work, even if they 
don’t quite “get it” or they’re not “one of us”, when we turn the 
cheek towards those that reject this good news, towards those 
who reject Jesus, we find out that that’s greatness in the 
kingdom of God.  And it is good news, and it is received as good 
news more times than not, and it transforms lives.  It 
transforms our lives and it transforms the lives of those around 
us, and it is an invitation to a journey with the Holy Spirit to 
being conformed to the image of Christ for the sake of others, 
and it is a beautiful, painful journey, and that’s why Jesus 
describes it as “daily taking up our cross and following Him in 
obedience.” 
 
In Mark’s gospel, Jesus sums up this teaching as, “If anyone 
want to be first, he must be the very last and the servant of all.” 
 
As our song leaders are coming forward, we are reminded that 
part of exorcising our demons means exorcising our 
aspirations to power, it means casting out those aspirations to 
power and embracing an aspiration to serve, and in serving 
there is something miraculous that happens:  hard hearts 
become soft.   
 
When you have somebody that you’re bitter against, who is an 
enemy because of something they’ve done to wrong you, if you 
take them a cup of cold water, not only does their heart maybe 
change but your heart changes, you have begun to imitate 
Christ.  The more that you imitate Christ, the more the people 
see Christ in you.  The more that they give glory to God even if 
they don’t know God; this is what it means to join Jesus in His 



mission, to walk as He walked, to use our power to welcome, to 
use our power to heal, to use our power to rebuke those who 
don’t get it and are using power for all the things Jesus didn’t 
intend it for. 
 
Let’s walk with Christ. Let us seek greatness by serving all! 
 


