
DATE:  June 28, 2015 
SPEAKER:  Pastor Richard Strick 
SERMON:  Clear Eyes 
 
SCRIPTURE:  Luke 9:28-36 
 
 About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John 
and James with him and went up onto a mountain to pray.  As 
he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his 
clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning.  Two men, 
Moses and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendor, talking with 
Jesus.  They spoke about his departure, which he was about to 
bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem.  Peter and his companions 
were very sleepy, but when they came fully awake, they saw 
his glory and the two men standing with him.  As the men were 
leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, it is good for us to be 
here.  Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses 
and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what he was saying.) 
 While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and enveloped 
them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud.  A voice 
came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I have 
chosen, listen to him.”  When the voice had spoken, they found 
that Jesus was alone.  The disciples kept this to themselves, and 
told no one at that time what they had seen. 
 
SERMON: 
 
This morning we get to take a look at, what I think is one of the 
neatest passages in the gospel; it’s the transfiguration, is the 
way it is referred to, and in doing so, we recognize our eyes are 
funny and amazing things.  I don’t know if you’ve seen recently, 
but they’ve just developed a new technology; it basically works 
as a permanent contact lens that allows people to not only have 
20/20 vision but beyond 20/20 vision, a permanently 



correcting thing.  Now, it’s very new, it’s in the early stages of 
trials, it’s remarkable that as long as we have been studying the 
eye, this is what we’re getting to. 
 
So, if you think back even to a moment, for me it was in my 
childhood when I first came across a set of images that taught 
me about perception and the way we look at things, but you’ve 
probably seen some of these images. 
 
If we could bring up the first one here: what do you see when 
you look at this image?  Two faces!  How many of you in the 
room see two faces?  Raise your hand!  How many of you in the 
room know that they’re wrong?  What do you see?  You see a 
goblet and they are so wrong that they see two faces; and you 
folks who see two faces think “How in the world can they see a 
goblet, it’s clearly two faces!” Right?  The answer is “yes”. 
 
Next image:  What do you see?  Who sees a young, beautiful 
maiden daintily looking over her right shoulder?  Who sees an 
elderly wise woman looking off into the distance?  The answer 
is “yes!” 
 
The next image:  What do you see?  Somebody sees a cat.  What 
else do you see?  A lion or a dog, depending on how we see it.  
Now, I’m hearing one that, yes, it’s there isn’t it?  Look really 
closely what else is there?  It’s a mouse!  What you’re looking at 
is the food chain!  (laughter)  The answer is “yes” they’re all 
there.  See it now?  Help your neighbor.  Our neighbor 
sometimes help us see things that we miss in the moment.  
There’s a gospel truth for you that you can take home, right?  
When we look at the world around us, often times what we see 
is our perception of the world and it’s something that is filtered 
in through our eyes and from our eyes it is filtered through our 
brain, and it’s filtered through our memory; it’s filtered 



through the very experiences of our muscles.  If somebody 
comes in and dives at my legs, my muscle memory tells me that 
I am supposed to sprawl and hit them with this bone in their 
forehead.  That’s not good when it’s a small child, is it?  
(laughter) No!  So at that point, I have to counteract that 
muscle memory with social etiquette and grace that says, “No, 
they’re trying to hug you, not take you down in a double leg!” 
(Laughter) 
 
Our perceptions are based on our interpretation of the world 
around us, it’s what we see and how we filter  through our 
lived experience and the way we think about the world; this is 
what we mean when we talk about a world view.  It’s the way 
that we look at the world.   
 
Several decades ago, C.S. Lewis gave a profound sermon in 
which he talked about the weight of glory, and what he laid out 
in this sermon was, look around you, take a look at the person 
on your left, look at the person to your right.  For the most part 
they look very ordinary, don’t they?  Some of them not so 
much! (Laughter) That’s okay, that’s okay.  For the most part 
we look ordinary, and what C.S. Lewis says in this is, “No one is 
ordinary, because we all bear the image of God, and because 
we all bear the image of God, we all bear the hope and 
potential, the weight of glory.”   
 
The weight of glory, we can get in trouble when we spend too 
much time contemplating our own glory, but we can never get 
in trouble or go too far on contemplating our neighbor”s glory, 
that they have been made in the image of God, and that was his 
major takeaway in that sermon at that point of it.  He talks 
about this “weight of glory”; it’s a weight that can only be 
carried in humility because it’s so heavy it breaks the backs of 
the proud.  This weight of glory that looks at people with a 



humility and awe at the way God has created them; that they 
bear God’s glory, they’re His image now and they will bear it 
fully revealed in the resurrection, in the new creation.  There 
are no ordinary people! 
 
He even goes so far as to say, next to the Holy Sacrament of 
communion, “your neighbor is the most glorious thing you will 
behold.”  It’s the most sacred holy thing present to your senses 
in the world because God has endowed humanity with His own 
image. 
 
In fact, when you look at those in the room who are also 
followers of Christ, when you think that they might be wrong, 
they might be arrogant, they might be rude, they might be all of 
those things, the truth of the weight of glory is this: “Christ is 
hidden within them, just as Christ is hidden within you through 
the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Sometimes it gets pretty hard to see Christ in others, doesn’t it?  
Our vision can be obscured by the way we look at things.  So 
this morning if you turn with me to Luke, chapter 9, you are 
going to see what it is like to have our eyes opened, to be able 
to see things with “clear eyes”.   
 
We are going to begin in verse 28:  “About eight days after 
Jesus said this…”  Now the “this” is referring back to His 
previous teachings that we looked at last Sunday, really it 
relates to how Peter confessed Jesus was Messiah, Christ, Lord, 
Anointed, however we want to understand that word, that 
when Peter confesses He is the Christ, Jesus has to go and then 
explain, “Here’s what it means for Me to be the Christ.  The 
Christ must suffer, the Christ must be rejected, and ultimately 
the Christ must be killed, and in three days I will be raised 
again.”  This is totally confounding them; it’s an oxymoron like 



jumbo shrimp, to say that the Messiah will be crucified, that the 
Messiah will be killed.  He gives a teaching to what it means to 
be the Messiah.   To be a follower of the Messiah is to take up 
one’s cross daily and follow Him, to follow Christ into the 
world that causes the Christ to suffer, to be rejected and 
ultimately to be crucified.  This is the Christian life laid out in 
terms of discipleship, in terms of following.  So that’s what He 
was talking about. 
 
“Eight days after He teaches them this, He takes Peter, John and 
James with Him and they go upon a mountain to pray”.  Now 
this is significant, all throughout scripture, anytime somebody 
goes up on a mountain, that’s usually a sign that they are going 
to encounter God in a different way.  When you think about 
how you step away from the ordinary trials of your life, the 
ordinary rhythms of your life, you get out in nature, you tend to 
feel like you’ve reconnected with the “Divine” with God. 
Somehow, some way, just by stepping away.  “They go there to 
pray”, and this passage teaches us a lot about prayer and the 
way we look at things. 
 
Notice in verse 29: “As He was praying, the appearance of His 
face changed and His clothes became bright as a flash of 
lightening.  Two men, Moses and Elijah appeared in glorious 
splendor talking with Jesus.  And they spoke about His 
departure which He was about to bring to fulfillment at 
Jerusalem.” 
 
When He, in the previous section, had been talking about  what 
it means to be a follower of Him, and He talks about how He, 
the Messiah is going to go and be rejected by the scribes and by 
the teachers of the law, ultimately by the Pharisees, by the 
Romans, by all the powers that were at that time and are today.  
As He gets in that rejection, what we find here in the 



transfiguration is a divine sanctioning of that mission.  If there 
was any doubt that Jesus just got it wrong and He really didn’t 
understand what God was sending Him for and what He was 
about to accomplish, this passage tells us “No,” He is exactly 
spot-on, His devotion in prayer has been a time and 
opportunity for Him to listen to what God was leading Him to 
as the Messiah. 
 
“As He was praying”, you’ll notice that all of this takes place, it’s 
triggered and bathed in the spirit of prayer.  Prayers first and 
foremost about us stepping away from the world to listen.  
Even if we’re not physically stepping away, to step away within 
ourselves that we might listen to God, that we might hear, that 
He might be able to lead us into wisdom, that the Holy Spirit 
might lead us into truth in the moment that we might better 
see ourselves and the world around us, and you’ll notice what 
happens.   
 
“As He was praying, the appearance of His face changes, the 
appearance of His clothes became bright as a flash of 
lightening.  Two men, Moses and Elijah appeared in glorious 
splendor.”  Moses, the representative figure of the law. Elijah 
the representative figure of the prophets and Jesus the Law 
and the prophets meet together, because He is the fulfillment 
of the law and He is the Prophet who leads us and points us 
towards the God who sent Him. 
 
“They appeared in glorious splendor.”  So it’s not just Jesus 
who’s transfigured here, but you see ultimately that they are 
transfigured as well.   What we are talking about when we talk 
about Jesus is not something just for Jesus; it’s something for 
us as well.  Moses and Elijah, mere mortals just like you and I 
but bearing the weight of glory and that glory being revealed.  
They spoke about His departure.  We tend to read the word 



departure and we think they spoke about His trip.  They spoke 
about His going away; they spoke about His vacation.  The 
word in the Greek that is used there, is the same word that’s 
used to talk about the Exodus.  They spoke about His Exodus.   
 
Now remember back to Sunday School and with Moses, what 
was the Exodus all about?  Maybe you’re thinking of Charlton 
Heston, that’s okay; maybe you’re thinking about a cartoon 
that came out a few years ago about the Prince of Egypt, that’s 
okay!  The point in both of those as they told the story of the 
Exodus is what?  God’s people were in what?  They were in 
captivity!  Where?  They were in Egypt, and what happened?  
They suffered pretty terribly, didn’t they?  And they cried out 
in that suffering and the Lord God heard their prayers and He 
sends Moses as a liberator to confront the Pharaoh and say, 
“Let my people go!” 
 
Then Moses takes them out right away, right?  Pharaoh just 
goes along with it, he says, “That’s okay, that’s okay, you go 
ahead and take my labor force, you take my slaves, that’s 
okay!” Right?  No, not at all!  There’s a big knock-down, 
showdown confrontation between the living God Yahweh and 
the gods of Egypt.   And He confronts them through ten plagues 
and on the tenth plague, finally Pharaoh, God Himself and 
Egyptian lore, says “I surrender, you can take your people, just 
leave us alone!” 
 
So Moses takes his people and they triumphantly walk into the 
Promised Land, right?  That’s the end of the story!  No!, No!  
What we discovered in looking at the Exodus is it’s much easier 
to take the people out of Egypt than it is to take Egypt out of 
the people.  They are just filled with the sand of Egypt for the 
rest of their lives and it is a constant struggle for 40 years, 
trying  to teach them what it means to be a people of God, who 



have been liberated, who have been set free from captivity and 
who have been called to live differently in the midst of the 
world and the nations around them for the sake of those 
nations; that’s the Exodus!  In fact teaching them that lesson 
not only takes 40 years, it takes the rest of the history that’s 
narrated in scripture, it’s a history that’s still ongoing as we are 
being taught what it means to be a kingdom people who reflect 
the glory of God in the presence of the world and for the sake 
of the world as we reflect Christ to the world.   
 
Jesus is talking with Moses and Elijah about His Exodus, that’s 
going to take place in Jerusalem.  What He’s going to do in 
Jerusalem on the cross is an Exodus, it’s a liberation not just 
from Egypt, but from sin, from evil, from death, from injustice, 
you name it, He’s liberating His people from that and He’s 
offering that liberation to any and all who hear that good news 
and respond to it; it’s an invitation that goes out worldwide, 
being borne out in the bodies of His very people. 
 
There’s a really interesting note here in verse 32: think for a 
moment before we get to that note, Jesus, your boss, okay, let’s 
put it in workplace terms.  Your boss takes you and two of your 
coworkers and says, “Hey, I want you to go to lunch with me.  
You want to go to lunch with me?”  Okay, and he takes you up 
the mountain in Roanoke, he takes you to Joseph Decuis.  Are 
you going to fall asleep sitting at the table at Joseph Decuis 
when your boss is paying for it all?  No!  What happens to the 
three here?  Jesus takes them up on a mountain to pray.  Jesus 
is transfigured as He’s praying and His glory and His light is 
shining and what does it say about Him in verse 32?   They’re 
really sleepy, they’re really tired, they’re so tired they got sleep 
in their eyes.  I don’t know about you, but when I wake up the 
first thing in the morning and if you’ve ever been sleep, you’re 
like right on that half-asleep, half-awake kind of sleep that the 



sheets are the perfect temperature matched to your body. 
(laughter) and somebody turns on the light.  It blinds you 
doesn’t it?  That’s what’s happening here.  They’re being 
blinded by this light that they weren’t ready for.  They were 
asleep but when they became fully awake, there’s an image, 
there’s a metaphor for us here isn’t there?  Too oftentimes we 
go through life half asleep, just going through the motions 
because that’s what we’ve always done, and what Christ 
desires to do is to fully wake us up, that we might see what He 
is up to in the world, that we might see the glory in our 
neighbor, that we might see the glory that God has placed in us 
ourselves and that we might live into that glory, that we might 
live into that love.   
 
When they became fully awake, they saw His glory and the two 
men standing with Him.   What’s amazing about the 
transfiguration, Jesus didn’t change, their vision of Jesus 
changed.  Jesus always bore this glory in Himself and those 
with eyes to see could see it.  It didn’t always show up as a 
luminous light, but that glory was always  present through the 
anointing of God’s spirit, through the presence of God.  That 
glory was there all along, but it took taking them away from all 
the others, up a mountain and in prayer for them to begin to 
see what Christ was up to, what Christ was doing.  Because it’s 
only in seeing that, that they could even hope to get on mission 
with Him. 
 
“As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to Him, “Master it is 
good for us to be here.”  Wouldn’t you say that?  I mean it is a 
glorious moment for us to be here.  “Let us put up three 
shelters, one for You, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”  And 
then Luke does something very interesting.  You’ll notice that 
there’s some parentheses there, right?  The editor finally can’t 
shut up anymore and he finally interjects himself into the 



story, and what does he say?  Peter didn’t know what he was 
talking about. 
 
If there’s ever a moment and you’re working with someone in 
the church and they say something, and you’re like, “You don’t 
know what you’re talking about.”  Realize that that person is in 
good company, because there were times that Peter didn’t 
know what he was talking about. 
 
What is he getting at?  When Peter says, “It is good for us to be 
here.  Let me set up these three tents.  These are tabernacles, 
these are places where people come to meet with God.  Well 
guess what?  If Jesus sets up in this tent with Moses and Elijah, 
there on the hill, where is He not going if He stays in the tent?  
He’s not going to Jerusalem.  Where is His Exodus going to take 
place?  Jerusalem!   Peter, missing the boat, is getting in the 
way of the Divine Mission that Jesus would go and suffer, be 
rejected and killed in Jerusalem.   We have a tendency to pull 
back from the mission, just like Peter.  We don’t want to go 
through the pain, we don’t want to go through the suffering 
that is necessary to take up our cross daily, we don’t want to do 
those things.  Psychologically, emotionally or materially; we 
don’t like doing it.  That’s why it is referred to “taking up a 
cross daily.”   
 
We’re presented with a choice, when we see God’s glory, when 
we see  what God is up to in the moment, when we see those 
things through prayer, will we get on board with that mission, 
or will we say, “You know what?  That was such a sweet hour 
of prayer, let’s stay right here in the garden!”  The final garden 
that Jesus is in is the Garden of Gethsemane.  He can’t stay in 
the garden because there’s a mission to fulfill.  There’s 
something to be a part of; there’s something greater and more 
glorious than just that sweet hour of prayer. 



Because ultimately that sweet hour of prayer is an hour that 
lasts the entire week and leads us into a new week, a new 
dawn, a new creation. 
 
“While he was speaking”, while Peter was speaking, while 
Peter was talking without knowing what he was talking about, 
“a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and they were afraid as 
they entered the cloud and a voice came from the cloud saying, 
“This is My Son whom I have chosen, listen to Him.”  
 
Peter all along has not gotten it, so finally the Father Himself 
intervenes and says, “Look!”  drops a cloud in their midst.  This 
cloud envelopes them, the cloud in the Old Testament is always 
a sign of God’s presence, about an epiphany, an encounter with 
the living God.  And the disciples are there and this cloud 
envelopes them.  The cloud does not wait for them to come into 
God’s presence, God goes out to envelop them.  He pulls them 
into His presence.  And then the Divine voice says what?  “This 
is My Son, listen to Him”.  Peter!  Just shut up for a minute!  
Listen to Him!  This is another principal of prayer for us. 
 
Prayer is about is listening to God’s leading.  Prayer is about us 
being transformed in that, not about us bringing our awesome 
ideas to God and saying, “What do you think? If I built these 
three booths, wouldn’t it be great?  We could all come here and 
no one would have to go to Jerusalem!”  No!  The spirit speaks 
to us when we listen and it leads us into the new creation, it 
leads us into God’s wisdom, it leads us forward in a new life 
where we can see things more fully.  What’s remarkable in this 
scene is it evokes memories from earlier in Luke’s gospel at 
Jesus’ baptism.  When Jesus was baptized in chapter 3 or 
Luke’s gospel, if I remember right, it tells us that He was 
praying.  Hmmmm… sounds familiar.  When He was praying, 
heaven opened and a dove descended, the Holy Spirit came in 



the form of a dove, and then a voice came with that dove 
saying, “You are My Son whom I love, with you I am well 
pleased.”  This transfiguration is a continuation of what had 
been proclaimed at Jesus’ baptism, that this was the Son of God 
and this Son of God has been divinely sanctioned to lead us into 
the kingdom of God whether we’ll follow or not, and what’s 
remarkable in all of this is that voice comes and says, “This is 
My Son, listen to Him!” 
 
Everything that Jesus is going to go through, everything that He 
is going to face ahead, everything that He has faced to this 
point is rooted firmly as His identity as the Son who is loved by 
His Father, who was anointed, who was gifted, who was called.   
 
When we come together and we celebrate baptism, we are 
recognizing and reminding ourselves of identity in Christ, not 
our identity in what the world has made of us, not our identity 
in what we have accomplished this week, not our identity in 
the relationships around us, our identity in what Christ said 
about us, that Christ has proclaimed that you and all others are 
made in the image of God, that you bear the weight of God’s 
glory and that glory can be revealed in a moment if we just 
open our eyes to see it.  That’s the beauty of baptism that we 
are washed and made new, that we are in solidarity with Christ 
in His death and resurrection, that we are led into new life. 
 
The disciples were afraid as they entered into the cloud, as any 
encounter with God tends to make us afraid.  “When the voice 
had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone, and the disciples 
kept this to themselves and told no one at that time of what 
they had seen.” 
 
Sometimes we encounter something too profound for our 
words in the moment and it shakes us to the core and we just 



need to sit with it for awhile and let God do His work.  If you 
think about it in terms of an oven, if you’re constantly checking 
on what you’ve got in the oven, is it ever going to cook?  No!  
You got to keep the oven shut and let it bake for awhile.  When 
it’s ready, it’s going to be worth the wait.  The same is true for 
us when God is revealed to us in a moment, when we’re 
transformed by en encounter with God.  Often times we need 
to sit with it, because when we give ourselves over to prayer, 
the way Jesus gave Himself over to prayer, prayer awakens us 
to our identity and the glorious presence of God for the sake of 
others.  This is what prayer accomplishes first and foremost.  It 
conforms us to the image of Christ for the sake of others 
because Christ is the Man for others, Christ bore His cross for 
His enemies,  us!  In bearing His cross for His enemies, He 
redeemed His enemies, not just some kind of divine 
transaction somewhere else, but in their very hearts, he 
transformed them into followers of Himself, in a way that guns 
and bayonets and swords have never been able to do 
throughout history.  He completes a revolution of the heart 
because it’s always easier, easier to move people out of Egypt 
than it is to get Egypt out of the people. 
 
That’s a transformation of the heart, and it’s something that 
remains true today.  When we gather ourselves in prayer, 
when we listen to the Holy Spirit, we have a new way of seeing 
the people around us, because we are reminded of our identity 
in Christ, we are reminded that we have been made in the 
image of God and if we’ve been made in the image of God than 
all that exists has been made in the image of God in some way, 
shape or form.  When we listen to the Holy Spirit.    We are 
presented with things that scare us, and we are presented with 
an opportunity to obey despite that fear.  Remember, we begin 
with that identity.  We begin rooted in the love of God because 
that love casts out fear, according to John and in casting out 



that fear it creates space for us to obey, that we might join in 
Jesus’ Exodus for the sake of the world, not to leave the world 
behind, but that the world might see the kingdom of God, that 
the kingdom of God might be revealed in our midst, and as it’s 
revealed in our midst, it is revealed to the world around us, 
because Paul assures us of this, “Our battle is not against flesh 
and blood.”  Anytime our target becomes another human being, 
we’ve lost the plot.  
 
“Our battle is against powers and principalities”.  The world 
views that compete with the kingdom of God.  We embrace 
others, even those we disagree with because we know that we 
were embraced while we still yet rebelled against God, and it’s 
that embrace, that Amazing Grace, as Dan was playing on the 
piano, that creates space for us to change, for our fear to be 
cast out by God’s love that we might live into a new reality all 
around us, and that’s what baptism is all about.   When we see 
Jesus in His kingdom, it helps us better see the world as it is, 
and it helps us better see ourselves in Christ.  
 
As I said time and time again, it’s easier to get people out of 
Egypt than it is to get Egypt out of people.  What Christ is 
looking for is not just a movement of people geographically 
from one place to the next; He doesn’t care about geographic 
boundaries in nation states that we do, He cares about a 
movement in peoples hearts.  He has created a broad and 
diverse creation and His gospel is for every tongue and every 
tribe and every nation gathered together in worship of the God 
who created them. 
 
This is why a Christian church following Jesus stands against 
racism and bigotry and doesn’t fall into the secular trap of 
color blindness because we don’t act like we see the color in 
the diversity of God’s creation, we celebrate the color and 



diversity of God’s creation and we say, “God created it and 
blessed it and redeemed it in Christ and we need to proclaim 
this good news that all of these historic divisions are bound up 
in the cross and dealt with, so we need to live a new reality.  
We can move to embracing the diversity of God’s creation. 
 
We also make a move from exploiting God’s creation to 
stewarding God’s creation because we recognize the six days 
when God created, He said what?  “It is good!”  And He didn’t 
say, “I’ve got another one in the closet if they mess this one 
up!”  This is good, God’s creation is good,  It’s a gift to us to 
steward on His behalf in His name for His glory, but it’s easier 
to get the people out of Egypt than it is to get Egypt out of the 
people. 
 
Steven Delopoulos has this brilliantly written out in lyrics, “She 
was checking me for Egypt, she was shaking me for sand, but 
I’ve been resurrected years ago.” 
 
The way we come out of Egypt and get Egypt out of ourselves is 
through Christ’s resurrection in the hope of our own 
resurrection one day and the symbol of this, the sign of this is 
baptism. 
 
(Baptism of a child takes place) 
 


