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SERMON:  Between the Trees 
 
SCRIPTURE:   Genesis 2:4-15; Revelation 22:1-7 
 
Genesis 2:4-15 
 
 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they 
were created. 
 When the Lord God made the earth and the heavens—and no 
shrub of the field had yet appeared on the earth and no plant of the 
field had yet sprung up, for the Lord God had not sent rain on the 
earth and there was no man to work the ground, but streams came 
up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground—the 
Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. 
 Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; 
and there he put the man he had formed.  And the Lord God made all 
kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to the 
eye and good for food.  In the middle of the garden were the tree of 
life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
 A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was 
separated into four headwaters.  The name of the first is the Pishon; it 
winds through the entire land of Havilah, where there is gold.  (The 
gold of that land is good; aromatic resin and onyx are also there.)  
The name of the second river is the Gihon; it winds through the entire 
land of Cush. 
 The name of the third river is the Tigris; it runs along the east 
side of Asshur.  And the fourth river is the Euphrates. 
 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden 
to work it and take care of it.   
 
Revelation 22:1-7 
 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear 
as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the 
middle of the great street of the city.  On each side of the river stood 
the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every 
month.  And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.  
No longer will there be any curse.  The throne of God and of the 



Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him.  They will see 
his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.  There will be no 
more night.  They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the 
sun, for the Lord God will give them light.  And they will reign forever 
and ever.   
 The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true.  
The Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent his angel to 
show his servants the things that must soon take place.” 
 “Behold, I am coming soon!  Blessed is he who keeps the 
words of the prophecy in this book.” 
 
SERMON: 
 
Well, now that I have you all here for the next 3 hours, we’re going to 
go ahead and cover Genesis through Revelation. I’m not laughing! 
(Laughter)  Yes, there will be a snack!  (Laughter) 
 
This morning, we are going from Genesis to Revelation, but we’re 
going to jump quite a bit from end to end and so we want to begin in 
Genesis chapter 2; if you’re not there already, I invite you to turn 
there.  If you don’t have a Bible, feel free to grab one of those red 
pew Bibles in front of you and follow along.  Page numbers are in 
your bulletin, but I believe you will find that on page 2! 
 
Now in my profession as a pastor, I have had a journey with grief 
along the way.  There is an element to this job that means showing 
up when families have been devastated by something; whatever it 
might be. 
 
Looking back this summer, as I was preparing for a service, I actually 
went through and on my computer, I have all of the memorial services 
that I have prepared and I have now collected and been part of 50 
funeral and memorial services for families, and as you walk with 
people through their grief and pain, you learn several things:   
 
One is that we all grieve differently.  There are families who are very 
stoic, there are families who are very loud and grieve very loudly 
where they would be wailing and crying, there are others who avoid 
talking about it; maybe the way they avoid it is by humor.   
 



The most interesting one was a family that invited me to go 
paintballing with them in remembrance of their grandmother, and I 
was all set to go until one of them said, “You know, I’ve never gotten 
to shoot a preacher before!”  (Laughter) and I decided, “You know, I 
really need to get back to the church!”  (Laughter)   
 
I remember the first service that I officiated as a funeral, it was for my 
grandmother, and so I was serving my family in that, and to this day 
that stays with me; every time we sing the hymn, “Rock of Ages” 
which was her favorite hymn and one we sang in the service, it is 
something that strikes a chord within me and takes me back to the 
emotions of that day. 
 
Richard Rohrer talks about suffering being an experience of losing 
control, whenever we lose control, and nothing causes us to lose 
control more than loss and grief.  For me the idea of grief is firmly 
entangled with the idea of transition and change; these go hand-in-
hand, and this becomes our journey with grief.   
 
One of the things I have learned as well is that there are good griefs 
and there are painful griefs, but they all have a degree of pain but 
sometimes there’s a pain and beauty that’s intermingled with this.  Of 
course, when we think of grief we think of the obvious life journeys 
and transitions: the death of a loved one, the end of a relationship, a 
lost job or severe illness, divorce; these are things that we 
immediately resonate with as deep, painful experiences of life, where 
we do truly feel like we have lost control.  But then there are other 
elements of grief and transition as well that come from things that we 
would normally think of very good things; moving is a process of 
transition that involves grieving, leaving behind the old place and 
entering into a new place. 
 
The promotion of work, the thing that you’ve worked very hard to 
achieve and you get into the new position and you realize all the 
problems that you thought would be solved in that promotion, a few of 
them have been left behind and new ones have been added as well. 
 
The birth of a child, especially a firstborn, is a major transition, isn’t it?  
Those of you who have been parents know when you move from that 
relationship to where it’s just the two of you, to now your adding a 



third to the mix and for the first time in your life, you are responsible 
for another human life, is a major transition.  There is an ending and a 
beginning in all of this.  And there’s beauty and pain intermingled, and 
that’s where we find our journey as well with the communion of saints 
as we journey along in this. 
 
Paul writing in his letter to the Romans talks about how all of this is 
intertwined and intermingled, how all of creation is moaning and 
groaning with pain, and looking forward to the day when present 
sufferings would be passing away in light of the glory that’s revealed 
in our midst.  And this is the journey we find ourselves on as well.  
When we find ourselves in grief, we often want to move through it 
very quickly and move on and get on with the rest of our lives, but 
grief is important for us because it reminds us of where we have been 
and it reminds us of where we are going. 
 
This morning we begin with Genesis chapter 2:  In the beginning, 
God created the heavens and the earth; this is Genesis 1:1, he 
created man and woman in the image of God and then he 
established a garden and in establishing the garden you find that God 
really gets down into the dirt and muck of creation.  He is breathing 
life into the humans, He is calling forth things, He is forming things 
and with all of this He is intimately bound up in it.  It even describes 
how the Lord God used to walk through the garden in the cool of the 
day in relationship to His creation and with Adam and Eve. 
 
In that we notice some things:  in that garden account we find that 
there are trees that are planted there; trees with fruit that is good to 
the eye and it’s good for food, so it’s beautiful and we know there is 
this rhythm in Genesis 1 of how it is blessed and it is good, and God 
is calling these things forth, but there is also this element of how God 
creates things that create more things because out of the fruit then 
come the seeds for the next generation of plants. 
 
And is says that “The Lord God took the man and placed him in the 
garden” and in placing him in the garden, the purpose of it was so 
that he would work the garden.  So if your picture of heaven is this 
notion of you will no longer have any work to do, part of being human 
means working; it might not involve your boss, but it does always 
involve work, and right from the beginning God is giving the man and 



the woman a task to come alongside and partner with Him in the work 
of stewarding creation.  You will also notice that there is a river that 
flows through the garden and as it leaves the garden it separates into 
four additional rivers that go out through the rest of creation.  The 
man is there to work, God wants partners in caring for His creation, 
and then we know in Genesis 3 that death enters into the mix 
because the man and the woman have a sense that they need more, 
that what God has given them isn’t enough and they need to become 
like God, and so they take of the fruit from the tree of knowledge that 
they’re not supposed to take of and in this death enters into the scene 
and they begin this journey that we all find ourselves in, knowing 
death, knowing mourning, knowing crying and knowing pain; these 
things are universal in the human experience. 
 
There’s a parable of a woman who loses her young child and she is 
filled with grief, and she goes to a wise man who says, “Can you take 
this grief away from me?” and he says, “I can, but what you must do 
is you must go to every home in the nation and you must find a home 
that has not been touched by grief and bring to me the maize from 
their dishes (maize of course being corn).   
 
So she goes through the whole land and she goes and she goes and 
she collects maize from different households, but every household 
she goes to she finds that others have been touched by grief as well, 
and as she hears their story, she recognizes common elements in her 
own story and so she returns back to the wise man, and she realizes 
that in the end the thing that brought her comfort and relief in her pain 
was knowing that she is not alone; that others have walked this road 
before and others will walk this road following her.  And this is what 
we mean when we talk about the communion of saints. 
 
Now, if you’re with me in Genesis, turn with me to the Book of 
Revelation.  I am actually going to start in Revelation 21, but you can 
stay there in 22. 
 
Revelation 21:1 through 5:   
 
 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven 
and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any 
sea.  I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 



heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her 
husband.  And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the 
dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them.  They will be 
his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.  He 
will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed 
away.” 
 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything 
new!”  Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy 
and true.” 
 
What we see in Revelation 21 and 22 is a new heavens and a new 
earth and in the process of revealing this new heavens and this new 
earth, there is a city that is given to the new earth; it comes down 
from heaven to the new earth so the goal is not ending up in heaven, 
the goal is this new creation that God is doing amongst us.  And it’s 
interesting because it’s described as a Holy City, and if you study 
scripture and you look at it, all throughout scripture there is a bias 
against cities.  Holy City is an oxymoron in the scriptures.  Cities are 
where people go to get into trouble.  Cities are demonstrations of the 
arrogance of man against God.  Cities are places of rebellion, and yet 
what you see at the very end is God creating a Holy City making all 
things new; it’s a story of redemption.  God is redeeming the city 
along with the rest of His creation.  And you’ll notice what He says, 
“Behold, I am making all things new.”  Note that He doesn’t say, “I am 
making all new things”, it’s a big difference, and it’s redemption.   
 
When we go through life we have these experiences that we often 
think need to be discarded or put off or thrown away.  What God is 
not doing, He is not returning us to Eden and He is not replacing this 
with something else.  He is renewing and restoring this along the way 
as the promise of redemption.   
 
In this Holy City there is a throne, and God dwells on that throne in 
the thick of man.  You’ll notice that it says that God dwells with man.  
There’s no more death or crying or pain; He is making all things new, 
which again it’s not a return or replacement but redemption and 
resurrection.  And He goes on to note that there is no temple in that 
place, because they don’t need a temple because God is with them.  
And there’s no need of lights or suns or moons because God will be 



their light.  There are gates on this city, but they are always open 
because there is no threat that comes against the kingdom of God 
that the kingdom of God can’t handle and redeem.   
 
There’s even a picture of how the nations will come in with their 
kings.  The very nations that all throughout the Book of Revelation 
have been set up as the enemies of God will come in and they will 
bring gifts into the presence of God; they will enter into the presence 
of God, it is all about redemption and resurrection.  
 
And in Revelation 22 those things pick up again: 
 
 “Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as 
clear as crystal, flowing from the throne”  
 
In the beginning there was a river, in the end there is a river.  IN the 
beginning there was a tree, in the end there is a tree, and the tree in 
the end has healing for the nations in its very leaves.  God is healing 
and restoring and redeeming His creation and inviting us to be a part 
of that; just as He was looking for partners at the very beginning in 
stewarding His creation, He is looking for partners all the way through 
the end to steward His kingdom, which is renewing His creation.   
 
Our companion along the way in all of this as Christians is Jesus.   
 
If you’re with me in the red pew Bibles, it’s on page 1124, but I’m 
going to John, Chapter 11: 
 
John, chapter 11 is a passage I find great comfort in because on my 
journey with grief, on our journey with grief, we have a companion 
who walks with us through this. 
 
John chapter 11 tells the story of the death of Lazarus and it’s 
interesting to note that Jesus is far away and He receives word that 
His good friend Lazarus is sick and He doesn’t go right away; now we 
know throughout the gospels, Jesus is able to heal and He brings 
restoration to bodies all the time, and for some reason in this case, 
He delays leaving, until He finally hears three days later that Lazarus 
has passed, and then all of a sudden, Jesus gets up with His 
disciples and He goes to Bethany where Lazarus and Mary and 



Martha live.  And as He is coming to the edge of the village, one of 
Lazarus’ sisters greets Him there, and she cries out with the same cry 
that we all have in our grief: “Lord where were you, you could have 
done something about this, where were you?” 
 
And He assures her that this will be worked out for God’s glory, and 
she says, “Yes, Lord I know that my brother will be resurrected in the 
end” and Jesus continues on into the village.  And they have paid 
mourners there, and they’re wailing and their grieving, and He 
encounters the other sister, and the other sister is even bolder that 
the first sister, but she cries out with the same questions, “Where 
were you, where were you in my hour of need, where were you in this 
pain?  God why didn’t you do something about this, why didn’t you 
keep me from this?” 
 
And you’ll notice in the text, if you go back through and you reflect on 
John chapter 11, Jesus doesn’t rebuke them for their attitude or their 
questions.  He meets them in those places; He meets them in the 
questions themselves. 
 
The second sister after she says these things, breaks down crying, 
and for you trivia scholars in the audience you read the shortest verse 
in the English Bible, John 11:35, Jesus wept.  And what’s always 
fascinated me about this is He doesn’t weep when He finds out 
Lazarus is sick, He doesn’t weep when He find out that Lazarus has 
died, He weeps when He encounters Lazarus’ sister’s grief.  He 
weeps with them.  
 
He is our companion as we journey through grief.  He handles our 
questions, our grief and accusations with grace, and then He moves 
into something new, and Jesus goes to the tomb, and He asks them 
to roll back the stone and they don’t want to roll back the stone 
because Jesus, he has been in there a couple of days and is starting 
to smell, and Jesus says, “Roll it away anyhow.”  And He speaks 
powerful words that become a metaphor for us in our own spiritual 
journey, “Lazarus come forth!  Come forth out of the grave!”  This is 
the picture that Paul uses all throughout his epistles that in our 
baptism we share in the death and resurrection of Christ, that we 
ourselves have been entombed by sin and Jesus comes along as our 
savior and proclaims to us, “Come forth from the tomb!”   



 
And Lazarus comes out and wouldn’t you know it he doesn’t smell.  
And wouldn’t you know it that he is still bound up in grave clothes that 
Jesus gives a command to take off.   
 
You see, when we come out of the grave there are things that we 
carry with us, things that need to be unbound and let go; grief’s, 
hurts, bitterness, hardness of heart, sin our own and the sin of others; 
these are the things that Jesus invites us to lay down at the tomb, to 
live behind as we come forward into new life and new resurrection.  
Jesus called Lazarus forth and Jesus calls you forth. 
 
Bring your grief to Him, bring your questions to Him, He will meet you 
there and He will weep with you and we will as well because what it 
means to be the body of Christ is to bear one another’s burdens to 
mourn with those who mourn and celebrate with those who celebrate, 
because ultimately we all are living between the trees, and whether 
it’s those saints who have gone on in the thousands of years before 
us or if it’s those saints who will come after us in the years to come, 
we hold this faith and trust for the next generation and pass it on to 
them that they might know the hope of resurrection, that they might 
know the hope of a city with a tree of life that has healing in its leaves 
for al the nations, where there is no more death or mourning or crying 
or pain, and in the meanwhile we journey together on this road as we 
live between the trees. 
 
One final thing that I will leave you with is a passage just real briefly 
from Prince Caspian.  Lucy the heroine and previous participant in 
the Chronicles of Narnia encounters Aslan again and it’s been a long 
time since they’ve seen one another and she remarks on how much 
bigger he’s gotten, and Aslan, of course in these stories is the God 
figure, he is God in this.  She remarks on how much bigger God has 
gotten, and Aslan tells her, “I haven’t gotten bigger, you’ve gotten 
older. As you get older, as you grow, you will find me bigger.” 
 
As you journey through life, God is growing you and as you grow you 
will find that God grows with you, and He’s big enough for the 
questions, the doubts, the tears and the joys and the celebrations, 
and one day, He will wipe away every tear from every eye, but until 
then He invites us to partner with Him in wiping away tears and 



mourning with one another, even as we look forward to the hope of 
resurrection.   
 
 


