
 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community Church is to 
glorify God, build up the body of Christ, and reach out to 
those in our community and world to help them become 

followers of Christ. 
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      I want to begin this, my final Evangel 

letter, by thanking the service and 

dedication of the Pulpit Search 

Committee established by the St. Peter’s 

First Community Church (SPFCC) 

Council in accordance with the SPFCC 

Constitution. After 9 hours of interviews 

and congregational feedback from 87 

people, they were able, under prayerful 

consideration, to narrow 22 candidates 

from a nation-wide pool to one whom 

they recommended to Council and the 

Congregation in accordance with the 

Church Constitution. The search process 

that was faithfully carried out over five 

months resulted in a difficult decision 

between two good candidates. When they 

felt stuck, they utilized an additional stage 

of the search process to seek more input 

from the congregation in the decision. In 

the end, the congregation narrowly rated 

Zen higher in two of the three criteria of 

Biblical IQ, Relational IQ, and 

Professional IQ (the third was a tie). 

      I want to congratulate the 

congregation at SPFCC. This is a time to 

celebrate. This is the FIRST time this 

congregation has conducted a pastoral 

search since becoming a 

nondenominational congregation, and the 

congregation did so with an open and 

accessible process, bookmarked with 

input from a significant number of the 

congregation at the beginning and the 

end. The Constitution wisely written and 
ratified by the congregation worked. This 

is a good thing and a time to be celebrated 

even as we follow the wisdom from 

Adrian Halverstadt’s reflection to grieve 

the ending of something we enjoyed so 

we can enjoy and embrace the new thing 

God is doing in our midst. 

      I want to welcome Zen Hess as our 

new pastor, the next pastor of SPFCC. 

Based on my experience the Sunday he 

filled pulpit at SPFCC, I am looking 

forward to learning under his teaching and 

supporting his call in any and every way 

that I can. Zen interviewed here at SPFCC 

in 2013 when we were staffing the newly 

created “Ministry Coordinator” position 

now filled by Megan Engle. At the time, 

we went a different route based on 

administrative skill sets and hired Rachel 

Whitehurst while Zen went on his way to 

completing a four year seminary degree at 

Duke Divinity with magna cum laude 

honors while studying under several 

world renowned New Testament scholars. 

Back in 2013, Zen wrote, “I admire what 

St. Peter's has done for the community in 

regards to its youth evangelism and its 

concern for the impoverished of our city. I 

want to step in with the gifts God has 

given me and be a part of what the church 

is already doing.” This is someone that 

knows our congregation and respects our 

heritage. This is someone that will 

challenge and encourage us as we grow 

together in Christ. 

      It has been a privilege to serve with 

you through the years and during this 

transition. I am proud of your work during 

this season at SPFCC. I invite you to join 

me in entrusting the fruit of this search 

process to the faithful Christ that has led 

us through thick and thin together. The 

time for debate is over so the shared 

ministry of Christ may continue. I close 

with the inspired words of the Apostle 

Paul: 
 

“…make my joy complete by being like-

minded, having the same love, being one 

in spirit and of one mind. Do nothing out 

of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather 

in humility value others above yourselves, 

not looking to your own interests but each 

of you to the interests of 

others.” (Philippians 2:2-4). 
 

Grace and peace, 
 

Richard Strick 

Fmr Pastor, St. Peter’s First Community 

Church 

  



  July 2 July 9 July 16 July 23 July 30 

Snacks Barb Derr Rineharts Kids' Classes Sandy Hacker    

Reader Jenna Strick Brandy Kalhoefer Barb Derr Sandy Hacker  Mike Hacker 

Acolyte  Dana Meyer Bailey Baumgardner Megan Engle Jana Krueger Kylie Gamlin 

Ring Bell  Scott Baker Rick Chesterman Bruner Girls Claudia Wilson 
Baumgardner 

kids 

Sound System Phil Engle Brian Royer Drew Morrison Mike Lyons David Morrison 

Video Tech Ryan Lemon Mike Lyons Barb Baker Sandy Hacker Phil Engle 

Songleaders  
Ann Ambler, Lisa 

Harter, Jim 
Hildebrand 

David Morrison,        
Bonnie Hosler, Becky        

Lyons 

Barb Derr, Adrian 
Halverstadt, David 

Morrison 

Ann Ambler, Lisa 
Harter, Jim 
Hildebrand 

Something         
Biblical 

Open/Close Duty  Tom Hosler Mike Lyons Brian Royer David Morrison Tom Jennings 

Announcements  
Adrian              

Halverstadt 
Brian Royer Ann Ambler Jim Ambler David Morrison 

Nursery Helper Megan Engle Sandy Stephan Drew Morrison X Kasey Davis 

Little Discoverers 
Teacher/Helper 

Megan Condry 
and Lauren 

Baker 
Megan Condry 

Megan Condry and 
Lauren Baker 

Megan Condry 
and Lauren 

Baker 

Megan Condry 
and Lauren 

Baker 

Young Explorers 
Teacher/Helper 

Classes         
Combined -   

Megan Condry 
Phil and Megan Engle Megan Condry 

Claudia Wilson 
and Shari         

Brinneman 

Summer Fun - 
Classes        

Combined 

Kids Ignite Teacher/
Helper 

Classes        
Combined -   

Megan Condry 
Jenna Strick Jenna Strick Megan Condry 

Summer Fun - 
Classes          

Combined 

Greeter-Wm St  
Sandy & Kevin 

Shoemaker 
Shari Brinneman Ben & Kasey Davis Jill Gamlin  Mike Ward 

Ushers & Greeters - 
West 

Karen & Jay 
Rinehart 

Meyer Family 
Sandy & Mike 

Hacker 
Theda & Vern 

Neel 
Robin & Scott 

Baker 

Usher & Greeters  - 
East 

Brett Evans Geoffrey Guy Geoffrey Guy Geoffrey Guy Geoffrey Guy 

Usher - Center  
Rick Chesterman 

& Rick Baker 
Adrian Halverstadt & 

Gary Yeiter 
Tracy Blocker & 
Terry Rodgers 

Adam Myers & 
Phil Engle 

Tracy Blocker & 
Terry Rodgers 

If you are unable to volunteer as scheduled, please find a replacement and notify                                                                                    

Megan in the church office of the change as soon as possible. 



 

Birthdays 

07/01, Shanece Kelsey 

Virginia Oden 

07/02, Tracy Krieg 

07/07, Karen Rinehart 

07/08, Kaiden Vanlandingham 

07/09, Brandy Kalhoefer 

07/10, Betty Henderson 

Crystal Jarvis 

Shane Jarvis 

07/12, Dorothy Rodgers 

07/14, Claudia Wilson 

07/15, Marie Hockemeyer 

07/16, Tammy Brown 

07/18, Jean Ann Heiney 

Jim Kramer 

Dean Stonebraker 

07/19, Madison Foust 

Denna Strickler 

07/23, Sophia Miller 

07/25, Betty Moldenhauer 

07/28, Terry Rodgers 

Joey Spiegel 

07/29, Riva Callahan 

07/31, Gary Newton 
 

Anniversaries 

07/02, John & Carla Bostel 

 07/05, Andy & Cassie Miller 

07/06, Lynn & Ned Gamble 

 07/24, Shari & Brian         

Brinneman 

07/26, Mike & Becky Lyons 

07/27, Angie & Nick Albright 

07/28, Ken & Dottie McCurley 

 

 

 

 

 

TEAM UPDATES 
 

Finance Team: 
 

May 2017 

  Income:  Unified Budget Giving   $ 11,037  

    Trust Income       $   1,298  

    Miscellaneous Income   $      359  

  Expenses:       $ 12,958  

   

  YTD Tuck Pointing funds:     $   7,787 

 

     

Youth and Children’s Ministry: 
 

 

Please see the children and youth page for additional updates. 

 

 

Women’s Team: 
 

The SPFCC rummage sale is scheduled for August 3rd, 4th and 5th.  Items 

may be brought to Fellowship Hall beginning Monday, July 31st.  Many hands 

will be needed for pricing items on Tuesday-Thursday, August 1st-3rd and to 

work at the sale on Thursday evening, Friday from 8 am-3pm, and Saturday 

from 8 am-noon.  And, of course, CLEAN-UP help is needed beginning             

Saturday at noon.  A sign-up sheet will be available on the William Street           

table, and we welcome drop-in help, as well. The rummage sale is one of our 

biggest fundraisers, with no expense involved, so 100% of the profit will be 

given directly to our current project, the painting and tuck pointing of the         

exterior of our beautiful building. See Barb Derr with additional questions 

about this.  



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 ALL CHURCH EVENT FOR ALL AGES: July 25th at 5:30 pm will be 

SPFCC's debut playing as the vintage baseball team, The Huntington Hilltoppers. 

We need lots of supporters to cheer our team on for this event, so mark your 

calendars and plan on attending.   

 

SPOTLIGHT on our CHURCH FAMILY 

In Memory of Maribelle Bechstein: 

1. Has St. Peter’s First Community Church always been your home church? no 

2. How long have you been a member? over sixty years 

3. What is it about St. Peter’s that keeps you engaged? the people, atmosphere, church 

home 

4. Can you describe a time when you’ve experienced God’s love? all the time through 

the children (I was the superintendent for the little ones for ten years.) 

5. How would you express God’s mission for your life? “Standing on the Promises” 

6. What are some ways you share love with those around you? always active with 

women’s work (sewing, meals), just being together 

7. What is one thing that brings a smile to your face? the church library 

8. What is your favorite thing to do when you get the chance? sew, read, work          

crossword puzzles, crochet 

9. What is your favorite dessert (kind and flavor)? anything lemon 

 

Congregational Meeting Highlights: On June 25, 2017, upon recommendation of 

the Pulpit Committee, the congregation called Zen Hess to be the next Pastor of 

SPFCC.  Thank you to all who participated in the business of the congregation.  

Kroger Community Rewards 

Have you checked to bottom of your Kroger receipt lately to see if our church name is 

at the bottom of the receipt?  It should be there if you have signed up for their Kroger 

Community Rewards program. If you are not enrolled yet, please enroll soon by going 

to www.kroger.com and clicking on “Community” or by calling (866) 221-4141. 

 

If you are enrolled already, you can learn the amount of reward you’ve earned for the 

church for the past quarter. You will also see your enrollment date. Take note of this 

date and re-enroll when your personal yearly renewal date is near. 

http://www.kroger.com


PRAYER REQUESTS: 

Please continue to pray for: 

 The family of Linda DeHaven with sympathy after Linda’s recent passing. 

 The family of Russell Poehler with sympathy after Russell’s recent passing. 

 The family of Joan Diffenbaugh with sympathy after Joan’s recent passing. 

 The family of Maribelle Bechstein with sympathy after Maribelle’s recent passing. 

 Shari Brinneman as she recovers from hip surgery. 

 Geoffrey Guy as he recovers from recent surgery. 

 Susan Enyeart and family with sympathy after the recent passing of Susan’s mother. 

 All those facing financial, emotional, spiritual, and health stresses. 
 

*If you would like to be added to the email prayer chain and receive prayer requests throughout the week, please 

contact Megan Engle at stpetersfirst@att.net to let her know.* 

 

If you’re interested in visiting or sending a note to our shut-in friends, those in                                                             

local or nearby nursing homes are indicated below.  

Heritage Pointe of Warren 

Betty Henderson 

Mary Alice Shideler 

 

River Terrace - Bluffton, IN 

Mary Gelzleichter 

 

Heritage Pointe of Huntington 

Jean Ann Heiney 

Ada Ulrich 

 



 

Children’s Update 

*Thank you to all the 

kids who helped make 

our Father’s Day        

celebration special!  The 

kids did a great job          

sharing “If You Give 

Dad a Donut” with the 

congregation.  They       

enjoyed making special donut themed gifts for their dads        

sharing how dad sprinkles them with love, laughter, hugs, help, 

fun times, guidance, encouragement, etc.  The kids enjoyed 

sharing donuts with the whole congregation at the end of the 

service!    

*Kids’ Summer Fun activities and events will be coming in 

July!  Kids ages 4 through 6th grade will enjoy a new spin on 

some of their favorite nights and an all new evening too!  Be 

sure to grab a flyer from the William St. foyer for more              

information.   

*Do you like spending time with kids?  Do you enjoy smiling, 

laughing, and learning new things?  If you said yes, then           

volunteering in our children’s ministry on Sunday mornings 

may be for you!  We are looking for fun loving individuals who 

want to share Christ’s love with the kids through our nursery, 

preschool, and school age classes.  If you are interested in       

investing in our present future, please contact Megan Condry 

for more details.   

Celebration Moment:  I love seeing our kids care for one          

another!  When the classes have been combined recently, the 
kids have done a wonderful job helping one another.  The older 

kids have jumped in to help younger ones with projects.  It’s so 

encouraging to see them reading, helping, smiling, and          
laughing with the younger kids.  These relationships truly  

benefit all the kids, and I enjoy seeing them caring for another 

so well!  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HKC Update 

*Thank you to St. Pete’s for your continued support of this  

program through the use of the building, the van, providing 

volunteers, financial gifts, and all the other ways you make a 

difference in the lives of the kids in our community through 

your partnership in this ministry.   

*HKC will kick off the 

new year on Monday,       

August 21st!   

Celebration Moment: The 

kids love getting mail!  We 
printed  pictures from our 

end of the year party and 
sent the photos and a        

handwritten note of        

encouragement to the kids.  Their mailboxes will be lighting up 

this summer!   

Youth Update 

*Summer Youth Gatherings:  The youth will continue to meet 

on Wednesdays and then for various special events throughout 

the summer.  Be sure to check the summer calendar for more 

details or contact Megan.  We’ve got lots of fun activities 

planned for the rest of the summer.  All middle and high school 

students are welcome to attend.   

*Operation Backyard Shift:  Join middle and high school     

students from all over Huntington as we come together for the 

day to live, learn, serve, grow, and have fun together.  The 

event takes place on Sunday, August 13th from 10:00 am – 6:00 

pm.  If interested, pick up a registration form in the William St. 

foyer or contact Megan Condry.   

Celebration Moment:  I was encouraged by a recent discussion 
on a Wednesday evening.  The youth were asking deep         

questions about faith, life, relationships, God, and the future.  I 
could see the wheels turning in their minds and hearts.  I’m   

encouraged by the deep work they are doing as they grow in 

their faith.  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Homework Help Update 

*Thanks to everyone who volunteered to help with the         

program, provided snacks for the students, and prayed for us.  

Our volunteers invested over 350 hours in the students this year 

and our congregation donated over 2,500 snacks and drinks!  

Thank you for your continued support of this program.   

*The upcoming school year will be here before we know it!  

We are looking for volunteers who would be willing to invest 

around an hour a week with the students.  The support,           

encouragement, and assistance these caring adults provide has 

such an impact on the students’ lives.  If you plan to help again 

this year or would like to start investing, please contact Megan 

Condry for more details.   

*The students who attended 

Homework Help the most 

this past year enjoyed a         

fun-filled day at Science 

Central last month.  They 

had so much fun exploring, 

discovering, trying new 

things, laughing, and learning.  Riding the high bike, playing in 

the tilted room, and helping with the demonstrations were the 

highlights of the day.  We enjoyed celebrating these students 

and all their hard work this year! 

Celebration Moment:  Our trip to Science Central was such a 
celebration!  We had wonderful volunteers who invested in the 

students throughout the entire day listening, teaching, and          

supporting.  A student discovered that she really does like          
science!  It was a joy to see all the students laughing, smiling, 

and having fun.  The students decided to leave Science Central 

early to stop and visit another Homework Help student who 
was in the hospital in Ft. Wayne.  I was so touched by their 

care and concern for this student.   

Please continue to pray for all the children & youth involved in these activities.                                                                          

Pray for the volunteers who interact with them each week.    



                   
 

Never Let Go 

     I’ve always loved music.  As a kid, I would hold 

“concerts” for my parents which basically consisted of me 

singing along very loudly to my favorite Avalon songs.  I 

could not wait to get the next DC Talk or Jars of Clay CD, 

and, yes, I had a number of cassette tapes, too.  I’m fairly 

certain that on many days I look absolutely ridiculous 

singing at the top of my lungs and drumming on the steering 

wheel in my car.  It’s hard for me to get through a worship 

service or a concert without tears welling up in the corner of 

my eyes because music and lyrics touch me deeply.  They 

are more than notes on a page, but rather a connection, a line 

to my soul.  I cry often when listening to music, and I’m not 

just talking tear up kind of crying; I’m talking like big, 

heavy, weeping kind of tears.  Often music seems to put 

words to what I am feeling.  Music draws me nearer to God 

in a beautiful way. 

    Various songs have been there for me and with me 

through different seasons.  They have been “my song”.  It’s 

the song that gets played on repeat thousands and thousands 

of times in my car, at work, and at home.  The lyrics have 

been the cry of my heart or the strength I needed in that time.   

Singing those words over and over voiced the prayers, 

hopes, and pains that I couldn’t express any other way. 

    A few weeks ago I came across the song “You Never Let 

Go” by Bryan and Katie Torwalt. and it has been playing 

nonstop ever since. 

You’re not a distant God 

Not just a legend of old 

In the middle of the darkness 

There is no moment I’m alone 

Your love can’t be outdone 

A love that You never withhold 

You are constant, always with me 

In Your presence I am home 

 

You never let go, never let go, never let go 

You pull me in close, pull me in close, pull me in close 

 

I will rest in You 

You’re my peace You are my refuge 

Under the shelter of Your wings, God 

You’re the promise I hold onto 

 

 

 

Even in my darkest hour 

When the fire is all around 

God, You have never left me 

You are good, You are good 

 

     Every time I hear these words, I pause and I think, “What 

an amazing God.”  Often that thought is followed by 

beautiful tears that say my heart is touched deeply by who 

God is.  These words bring comfort, hope, and peace.  No 

matter what season of life I am in, God is ALWAYS with 

me.  I am never alone.  I absolutely love the line “you never 

let go, you pull me in close.”  Those words bring to mind so 

many images of God embracing us, holding us, sitting with 

us, walking with us, and always, always, being there.  God is 

faithful, ever and always.  In seasons of joy and seasons of 

pain, these words ring true.  The hope we cling to is that God 

is good, all the time, and we are never alone. 

     I continue to be in awe of how God works in the 

darkness, how people who are in the darkest places and 

seasons encourage me in my faith.  A childhood friend of 

mine posted this on Facebook recently.  “Wait for the Lord’s 

help.  Be strong and brave, and wait for the Lord’s 

help” (Psalm 27:14).  Her husband has a brain tumor and 

they’ve been traveling to and from the hospital for months.  

She believes so deeply in this God who never leaves us 

alone.  She and her family cling to Him in uncertainty.  God 

is their peace and refuge.  Recently a woman I knew from an 

internship in college posted on Facebook asking how she 

could be praying for others.  For the last few years she’s 

been navigating life with a special needs child and yet her 

words always speak to the God who never leaves her side.  

She finds glimmers of God’s faithfulness each and every 

day.  Both of these women are teaching me through their 

lives how to more and more deeply walk each day clinging 

to a God that is always with me. 

    Let the music keep playing.  Let people keep living out 

their faith boldly as they trust in the God who never lets go.  

Whatever season of life you are in, one of deep pain or great 

joy, know that you are never alone.  God is never going to let 

go of you and will continue to hold you close, for as long as 

you need.  As we as a church continue on this road of change 

and transition, may we put our faith firmly in the God who is 

always with us.  He’s never let go of us individually or 

corporately.  God is good, and He is the promise we hold 

onto.  Let’s keep singing, hoping, praying, believing, 

trusting, and allowing ourselves to be embraced and 

comforted by the God who 

never lets go. 

A Letter from Megan Condry 



SPFCC July Calendar 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1 
 
 
 

2 
 
9:30 am 
Worship  
 

3 
 
 
 
 

6 pm 
Something 
Biblical 
practice 

4 
 
 
 

Independence 
Day - SPFCC 
Office Closed  
 
 
 

6:30 pm 
Community 
Prayer Service 
–New Hope 

5 
 

 
SeniorPak 
Prep 
 
 
 

6 
 
 
 
6-8 pm Kids’ 
Summer Fun - 
Game Night 
 
6 pm God 
Speed 
 

7 
 
 
 
 

8 
 

 

 

 

9 
 
8:30 am 
Fellowship 
Team Meeting  

 

9:30 am 
Worship 
 
 

 

10 
 

 

11 
 
 

 
 

 
6:30 pm 
Council 
 
6:30 pm 
Women’s Team 
Meeting  
 

12 
 

 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm 4H in 
Mission Room 
 

13 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

6-8:30 pm 
Kids’ Summer 
Fun - Chef 
Night 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

6 pm God 
Speed 
 

14 
 
 

15 

 

16 
 
 

8:30 am 
Children’s 
Team Meeting 
 

9:30 am 
Worship 
 
 

17 

 

 
 
 
 
 

6 pm 
Something 
Biblical 

18 
 
 
SeniorPak Prep 
 
 

19 
 

10 am-12 pm 
Cooking with 
Love 

 
 
7 pm Youth 
Group 

20 
 
6-8 pm Kids’ 
Summer Fun - 
Bible Night 
 
 

6 pm God 
Speed 

21 
 
 
 
 
Hubley 
Rehearsal at 
SPFCC 

22 
 
 
 

3:30 pm 
Wedding 
Ceremony 
(Hubley) at 
SPFCC  

23 
 

9:30 am 
Worship 
 

 

24 
5:30 pm 
Worship Team 
Meeting  
 

25 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm 
Property Team 
Meeting 
 

26 
 
 
 
7 pm Youth 
Group 

27 
 
 
 
 
6 pm God 
Speed 

28 
 
 
 

6-8:30 pm 
Kids’ Summer 
Fun - Movie 
Night  

29 

30   

9:30 am        
Worship 
  

31 

Rummage 

Sale Setup 



 

 

A Note From the Ministry Coordinator: 
 

“You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are 

steadfast, because they trust in you.” Isaiah 26:3 
 

      When she can sense something is not quite right, my 

beautiful two-year-old daughter has recently begun to ask 

me, “What’s the matter, Mommy?” as she places her 

precious little hands on my cheeks, turns my face toward 

hers and forces me to slow down and look at her, nose to 

nose. She wants to feel at peace. In these moments, I 

realize that whatever is “the matter,” in the whole scheme 

of things, is really not important at all. 

     I’m realizing it really doesn’t matter if it takes us an 

extra long time to complete tasks. I’m realizing it really 

doesn’t matter if we arrive to workout class five or ten 

minutes late. Walking at a snail’s pace so that we can 

check out the grass, the fire hydrant, and the crack in the 

sidewalk really is okay. Arguing with a toddler to let 

Mommy buckle her in her car seat rather than taking the 

extra couple minutes to let her buckle herself is just not 

worth it. Arguing with her will likely produce a toddler 

meltdown, and you never know how long that may last. 

Slowing down really isn’t so bad. Actually, maybe slowing 

down is really, really great. 

     Many of the things that used to drive me crazy, like 

being a few minutes late or days where absolutely nothing 

is crossed off my to do list, don’t bother me nearly as much 

now that I have a couple of children. And, I’ve learned we 

can eliminate many of their tantrums by allowing them to 

move at their own pace and to make their own decisions, 

within reason. Occasionally our running late is poor 

planning on my part, but more often than not, we could 

start getting ready to leave an hour before we need to 

leave, and we’d still end up late due to a last minute 

tantrum or blow out diaper. Maybe more, or better, 

discipline would help us move more quickly at times, but 

I’ve learned that often my two-year-old daughter just 

wants to be heard, and when I’m in such a rush to get out 

the door, I’m not able to hear her. No amount of discipline 

is going to overcome her desire to be heard. 

     And, who taught us moving quickly is the goal anyway?  

Why is it so difficult to slow down? Why are we constantly 

striving to find peace? 

     At times, I watch my daughter laugh, dance, sleep, or 

sing. I watch the way she goes about her life with such 

innocence…no plan or agenda at all. When I slow down to 

watch her in these moments, I experience the most pure joy 

I’ve ever known. I’m captivated by her innocence. She’s at 

peace. She does not have a care in the world, and she is her 

most true self. She doesn’t know how not to be. And, her 

innocence is beautiful.  Most recently, I’ve watched my 

two-year-old daughter take care of her four-month-old 

brother just the way she sees us take care of him…by 

reading to him, smiling at him, wiping his spit up, and 

carrying on a conversation with him, and I’m able to see 

the things she sees when we interact with her. Thankfully, 

most of these things she mimics are positive, but 

occasionally she’ll tell him repeatedly to, “Stop crying!” or 

give him some other similar instruction, and I realize I 

could offer a little more love and grace to those around me. 

     As I’ve reflected on 

the ways I try to rush 

my kids to “catch up” 

with my agenda for the 

day, I am drawn to think 

about God’s tremendous 

patience with us and 

about the amazing peace God gives. I’m thankful that God 

does not hurry us along, but allows us to move at our own 

pace and that he offers abundant love and grace when it 

would be much easier to lash out at us because we don’t 

understand or aren’t yet on board with his plan.  I am 

thankful that God teaches us, as we spend time listening to 

Him and reading His word, how we can live at a Godly 

pace, rather than the pace at which society tries to pressure 

us to live and that He shares with us how we can teach this 

pace to others, as well. As I learn from God, I’m reminded 

that this, the chaotic moments of toddler tantrums and epic 

meltdowns, is beautiful. Even in these times, He will help 

me find peace. Thanks be to God that His truth, His 

promises, and His peace are unchanging. As hard as it is in 

the moment, God is teaching me to slow down, enjoy it, 

and to laugh when needed. He is teaching me that life is 

even more beautiful when we learn to walk with Him 

instead of rushing ahead of Him. And, He has given me 

children as a wonderful reminder to slow down! 

     Where is God calling you to slow down? Are you 

overwhelmed by work? Are you trying to cram too many 

chores into the day? Are you missing what is right in front 

of you because you’re too focused on getting to the next 

destination? Is your life lacking peace? May we take the 

things that are forcing us to hurry to God and allow Him to 

realign our time. May we listen to Him and obey when he 

impresses upon our hearts those areas where we are 

moving too quickly. As we are listening and learning from 

Him, may we encourage one another to slow down, to be 

patient, to appreciate the present, and to trust God to give 

us peace, even in the midst of the chaotic and messy life 

we live…because it is also quite beautiful.  ~Megan Engle 
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ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 
206 ETNA AVENUE 
HUNTINGTON, IN 46750 

Worship 9:30 am 
Conversation and Refreshments 

10:45am 

 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community 
Church is to glorify God, build up the body of 

Christ, and reach out to those in our community 
and world to help them become followers of 

Christ. 

ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 

phone: 260.356.7728 

fax: 260.356.7514 

email: stpetersfirst@att.net 

web: www.spfcc.org 

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch 
 

Megan Engle, Ministry Coordinator 

Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 8 am-4 pm 

 

 

 

Becky Lyons, Financial Secretary 

stpetersfirstcom@yahoo.com 
 

Megan Condry, Youth & Children’s Director 

419.733.1272 

megancondry@gmail.com 

 

“But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever, 

    the purposes of his heart through all generations.” 

Psalm 33:11 

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch

