
 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community Church is to 
glorify God, build up the body of Christ, and reach out to 
those in our community and world to help them become 

followers of Christ. 
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      The desk in my church office was 

not made to be a desk. It is an old 

communion table that I found on the 

third floor. Each time I walk into my 

office, I am confronted by four words: 

“In Remembrance of Me.” It really is a 

confrontation. Those four words remind 

me that my work is not about me and 

that it's only indirectly about you. The 

work a pastor is called to do is the work 

of remembering and calling others to 

remember the life, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus.  

      The top of the desk is also a 

reminder. It is warped with age and its 

surface is worn from use.  Every crack 

and imperfection is a reminder of the 

many who have come before me. In our 

July council meeting, Bonnie reminded 

the team leaders of the families who 

poured out their time, talents, and 

money for this church. They’ve left 

their own mark and we are the 

benefactors. Yet those who came before 

us are not only the former members of 

Saint Peter’s First Community Church. 

Our history stretches back throughout 

time and place, from the early 

reformation churches in Wittenberg to 

the road leading to Damascus where 

Paul met Jesus and even to the Temple 

of our Jewish ancestors. The times and 

places have changed, but the faithful 

witness of those who came before us 

serves as an encouragement to me. I am 

not setting out to do something 

altogether new, but to keep the faith, in 

the words of Paul, “as it was handed 

down to me” (1 Corinthians 11:23). 

      “The times,” Bob Dylan sings, 

“they are a changin.’” Some of your 

grandparents would not recognize this 

congregation. They may remember the 

painting of Jesus and Peter in the 

sanctuary. But they would not 

recognize the sound board. They may 

remember some of the hymns we sing. 

But they might not recognize the form 

of our liturgy. The table from which 

they once received communion is no 

longer there. A new one is in its place. 

And the old one is being put to a new 

use, as a desk for the work of a pastor. 

      This is the way of the Church. Or 

maybe I should say this is the way of 

the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is 

always at work shaping and reshaping 

us, deconstructing and reconstructing 

us. The Spirit is always making us 

something new. We do not know, one 

day to the next, who we will be or what 

we will be called to do. All we can do is 

pray for the faith required to live 

faithfully, love generously, and hope 

abundantly.  

      I am eager to see how the Spirit 

works in our midst over the coming 

months and years. Jessie and I feel at 

home with you and, I hope, you will 

soon feel at home with us. (We 

understand if you have a hard time 

feeling at home with Spoke, our dog; he 

can be a little slobbery!) It is my hope 

that, as pastor of Saint Peter’s First, I 

will be able to do these three things 

well: remember, and encourage you to 

remember, Jesus, keep the traditions of 

the church, and faithfully follow as the 

Lord leads us into new and uncharted 

territories. May the Lord bless you and 

keep you this day and always. 

             In Christ, 

           Pastor Zen 



  August 6 August 13 August 20 August 27 

Snacks Potluck Bob and Susy Jennings 
Children's Ministry Kick-
off - Children's Classes 

Terry and Dorothy 
Rodgers 

Reader Jim Ambler Jay Rinehart Jenna Strick Shari Brinneman 

Acolyte  Claudia Wilson Dana Meyer Gabe Baumgardner Bailey Baumgardner 

Ring Bell  Meyer kids Scott Baker Rick Chesterman Bruner Girls 

Sound System Phil Engle Brian Royer Drew Morrison David Morrison 

Video Tech Ryan Lemon Sandy Hacker Barb Baker Phil Engle 

Songleaders  
Ann Ambler, Lisa 

Harter, Jim Hildebrand 
David Morrison, Bonnie 

Hosler, Becky Lyons 

Barb Derr, Adrian 
Halverstadt, David       

Morrison 
Something Biblical 

Open/Close Duty  Tom Hosler Mike Lyons Brian Royer David Morrison 

Announcements  Adrian Halverstadt Brian Royer Ann Ambler Jim Ambler 

Nursery Helper Robin Baker X X X 

Little Discoverers 
Teacher/Helper 

Barb Derr X X X 

Young Explorers 
Teacher/Helper 

Jana Krueger Phil and Megan Engle Phil and Megan Engle X 

Kids Ignite Teacher/
Helper 

Megan Condry X Megan Condry X 

Greeter-Wm St  
Shari Brinneman and 

Claudia Wilson 
Jennifer Braun Ben & Kasey Davis Jill Gamlin 

Ushers & Greeters - 
West 

Vern and Theda Neel Sandy & Mike Hacker Robin & Scott Baker Meyer Family 

Usher & Greeters  - 
East 

Doyle Krieg Doyle Krieg Doyle Krieg Doyle Krieg 

Usher - Center  
Adrian Halverstadt & 

Gary Yeiter 
Adam Myers &             

Phil Engle 
Rick Chesterman &        

Rick Baker 
Tracy Blocker &   
Terry Rodgers 

If you are unable to volunteer as scheduled, please find a replacement and notify                                                                                    

Megan in the church office of the change as soon as possible. 



 

Birthdays 

08/01, Zachary Vanlandingham 

08/05, Don Sult 

08/08, Mike Krieg 

08/09, Jessica Baker 

08/12, Rick Baker 

Ruby Kramer 

Samantha Sutorius 

08/14, Kayla Meyer 

08/16, Monet Kelsey 

Barbara Seemeyer 

08/18, Scott Baker 

08/20, Jana Krueger 

08/24, Herbert Oden 

Frances Shuff 

08/31, Jeff Barnes 
 

Anniversaries 

08/03, Melvin & Margie Cox 

 08/05, John & Susan Meyer 

Ronald & Barbara Reed 

08/09, Aaron & Jessica Baker 

Terry & Jill Gamlin 

08/10, Gary & Joy Newton 

08/14, Tom & Susan Smith 

08/16, Scott & Robin Baker 

08/20, Rick & Barb Baker 

08/22, Rick & Karen           

Chesterman 

Mike & Sandy Hacker 

Jeff & Jennifer Haneline 

08/24, Tom & Linda Jennings 

08/30, Jim & Ann Ambler 

Dan & Linda Stephan 

08/31, Kennith & Diane Hill 

 

 

 

 

 

TEAM UPDATES 
 

Finance Team: 
 

June 2017 

  Income:  Unified Budget Giving   $   9,967  

    Trust Income       $   1,298  

    Miscellaneous Income   $      754  

  Expenses:       $ 20,749  

   

  YTD Tuck Pointing funds:     $   7,807 

 

 

     

Youth and Children’s Ministry: 
 

 

Please see the children and youth page for additional updates. 

 

 

 

Fellowship Team: 
 

Fellowship Team hosted their first ever tailgating party in conjunction with our 

SPFCC team of ball players in a vintage baseball game with the Huntington 

Hilltoppers' team on July 25. Fun was had by those who came to enjoy good 

food and support our team. 

“You are like the clay in the potter’s hands.” 

Jeremiah 18:6   



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Women’s Team will be collecting items to “stock the parsonage” for Pastor Zen and Jessie. Pantry 

items, paper goods, kitchen supplies, and cleaning supplies are all welcome. Think outside the box and be  

creative. Jessie prefers to prepare simple meals with fresh or frozen ingredients, so keep that in mind. No 

dietary restrictions. If you don’t have an idea, there is a list of possibilities on the William Street table. A box 

will be in Fellowship Hall for dry goods. Fresh or frozen items may be kept in the refrigerator or freezer until 

the parsonage is ready. The projected move in date is July 30th, so please bring your items by then. 

 Join us during the 9:30 am worship service on August 6th for the 

installation of Zen Hess as Pastor of St. Peter’s First Community 

Church. A carry-in lunch will take place following service on the 6th. The 

Women's Team will provide a meat dish, table service, and beverages for the 

lunch. Each family should bring a side dish or dessert to share. 

 Angle Tree: Two angels have recently been given to the angel tree. One angel is a woven angel from Ukraine 

given by Andy and Cassie Miller and family. The other angel is an angel made from shattered glass from the 

stained glass windows of churches shattered during the Siege of Bethlehem in 2002 given by Richard and 

Jenna Strick. 

 Love our rivers? Keep them clean! Join the City of Huntington for the annual Little River Clean-up on July 

29, 2017 from 9 am-noon.  If you’re interested in volunteering to help out with this project, contact Andrew 

Rensberger, Community Engagement/Volunteer Coordinator, at andrew.rensberger@huntington.in.us or 

(260) 356-1400 x 2003.  

 

 

 

SPOTLIGHT on our CHURCH FAMILY 

Questions asked of Rose Sneary: 

1. Has St. Peter’s First Community Church always been your home church? yes 

2. How long have you been a member? 68 years 

3. What is it about St. Peter’s that keeps you engaged? This is my home church, and I 

am engaged by the service and the great people. 

4. Can you describe a time when you’ve experienced God’s love? many times; the birth 

of my children, grandchildren, and my heart attack 

5. How would you express God’s mission for your life? I express God’s love by loving 

others. 

6. What are some ways you share love with those around you? I am a good listener and 

care about those around me! HUGS! 

7. What is one thing that brings a smile to your face? I smile at many things. I love 

people! 

8. What is your favorite thing to do when you get the chance? I like to sing in my car 

and play euchre.  

9. What is your favorite dessert (kind and flavor)? Velma’s old fashioned cream pie 

and coconut cream pie - no rhubarb 

Congratulations to the recently wed couple,                                                    

Adam and Erica (Hoffmeister) Myers,                     

married on June 24, 2017! 



PRAYER REQUESTS: 

Please continue to pray for: 

 Geoffrey Guy as he recovers from recent surgery. 

 The family of Edna Gamble with sympathy after her recent passing. 

 All those facing financial, emotional, spiritual, and health stresses. 
 

*If you would like to be added to the email prayer chain and receive prayer requests throughout the week, please 

contact Megan Engle at stpetersfirst@att.net to let her know.* 

ADDITIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The SPFCC rummage sale is scheduled for August 3rd, 4th and 5th.  Items may be brought to Fellowship 

Hall beginning Monday, July 31st.  Many hands will be needed for pricing items on Tuesday-Thursday,        

August 1st-3rd and to work at the sale on Thursday evening, Friday from 8 am-3pm, and Saturday from 8 am-

noon.  And, of course, CLEAN-UP help is needed beginning Saturday at noon.  A sign-up sheet will be            

available on the William Street table, and we welcome drop-in help, as well. The rummage sale is one of our 

biggest fundraisers, with no expense involved, so 100% of the 

profit will be given directly to our current project, the painting and 

tuck pointing of the exterior of our beautiful building. See Barb Derr 

with additional questions about this.  

 The Missions team would like to announce that the Helping Hands Garden, located on Viking Lane, 

which was started to provide healthy nutritious food and nutritional information, is open to all, especially 

those who are in need. Maybe you, or someone you know, find it hard to afford fresh vegetables or perhaps 

you do not have room for a garden. This provides an opportunity to plant, grow, harvest, learn, and, finally, 

eat! Harvesting depends on what is ripe for the picking. Harvesting hours are: Monday 4-6 pm, Wednesday 

10 am-12 pm, and Saturday 10 am-12 pm. Or you may feel the call to serve this great provision.  Work hours 

are from 9 am-12 pm Monday-Saturday. For more information, contact Susy Jennings or visit                         

extension.purdue.edu. 

 Back to school is right around the corner!  Are you or someone you know in need of school                     

supplies?  Tools for Life through Youth Services Bureau is giving out FREE supplies to help kids start the 

year off right!!  Call YSB at 356-9681 or stop by 1344 Maple Drive to sign up.  See the flyer on the bulletin 

board for more information.  

 Save the Date for the 8th Annual Love Unity Feast set to take place on Sunday, August 20th from 11am – 

2pm at Heritage Hall at Hier’s Park. Tickets for the pork loin or chicken & noodles meal are $8.50 for adults 

and $4 for children. A bake sale will also be taking place during the event. Enjoy an afternoon of fun and        

fellowship while supporting the missions of Love In the Name of Christ! If you are interested in volunteering 

to help with setup, clean up, or at the event, please contact Love INC at (260) 356-0933. If you are interested 

in donating items for the dessert table or bake sale, please sign up on the sheet in the William Street foyer. 

 If you would like to receive SPFCC offering envelopes in the mail, please contact Megan in the church  

office at (260) 356-7728 or stpetersfirst@att.net.  

Correction: The cover letter of the July Evangel mentioned that Zen Hess completed a four-year seminary       

degree at Duke Divinity. To be clear, Zen completed a two-year seminary degree at Duke Divinity. We               

apologize for this initial error on our part. 



 

Children’s Update 

*Our July of Kids’ Summer Fun has been a blast!  The kids 

have enjoyed being a chef, learning and discovering more about 

the Bible, and playing fun games to get them thinking more 

about God.  Thank you to everyone who attended, volunteered, 

and helped with these events. 

*The kids in the Young       

Explorers and Kids Ignite 

classes had fun preparing and 

serving snacks recently.  They 

did a great job working         

together to provide yummy 

treats for all to enjoy!   

*Mark your calendars for our Children’s Kickoff on Sunday, 

August 20th.  Join us for a special morning as we recognize and 

celebrate a new year in our children’s ministry.  Children who 

will be transitioning to a new class will do so on August 20th.  

Our children’s classes are: 

Nursery (Infant – age 2) 

Little Discoverers (Preschool: ages 3-5) 

Young Explorers (K-2nd grade) 

Kids Ignite (3rd-5th grade) 

*Do you like spending time with kids?  Do you enjoy smiling, 

laughing, and learning new things?  If you said yes, then         

volunteering in our children’s ministry on Sunday mornings 

may be for you!  We are looking for fun loving individuals who 

want to share Christ’s love with the kids through our nursery, 

preschool, and school age classes.  If you are interested in       

investing in our present future, please contact Megan Condry 

for more details.   

Celebration Moment:  The kids have been AMAZING at Kids’ 

Summer Fun!  They have done such a great job listening,        
caring for one another, working together, and having lots of 

fun.  It’s so encouraging to see them applying the Biblical 

truths we are learning about into their lives!  It was fun to see 
the kids try all the yummy snacks they made at chef night!  The 

kids really enjoyed Bible Night, especially playing some Bible 

Baseball!   

 

Youth Update 

*The youth have been enjoying our summer gatherings!  As 

summer comes to a close, be on the lookout for the youth 

group fall calendar.  Check out all that will be happening for 

middle and high school students this fall!    

*Operation Backyard Shift:  Join middle and high school 

students from all over Huntington as we come together for 

the day to live, learn, serve, grow, and have fun together.  

The event takes place on Sunday, August 13 from 10:00 am 

– 6:00 pm.  If interested, pick up a registration form in the 

William St. foyer or contact Megan Condry.   

Celebration Moment:  I continue to be encouraged by the 

connections the youth are forming with one another.  They 

care deeply, remember things that are happening, ask          

questions, and genuinely support each other.  I’m so thankful 

that they are living out their faith in this way.    

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Homework Help Update 

*The upcoming school year is right around the corner which 

means Homework Help will be kicking off very soon!  We 

are looking for volunteers who would be willing to invest 

around an hour a week with the students.  If you plan to help 

again this year or would like to start helping, please let 

Megan know.  Volunteers are needed Monday-Thursday  

afternoons from 3:00-4:15 and 4:15-5:30 pm.  Your support 

and encouragement will have a powerful impact on the lives 

of the students!    

Celebration Moment:  I recently ran into a family from 

Homework Help out in the community.  It was great to talk 

with them and hear about their summers.     

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

HKC Update 

*HKC will kick off the new year on Monday, August 21st!  

HKC meets on Monday evenings from 6:30-8:30 pm for kids 

in 2nd-6th grade (or ages 8-12).   

Celebration Moment: I love the kids’ excitement for HKC!  

I’ve heard them talking about HKC this summer and asking 

when it will be starting again.   

 

Please continue to pray for all the children & youth involved in these activities.                                                                          

Pray for the volunteers who interact with them each week.    



                   
 

God is always doing something 

     For the last several years I’ve had plants but I feel like I’ve 

especially connected with this one plant in particular.  When I 

first got the plant, it was absolutely beautiful.  I’m probably 

partial to it because it’s a peace lily and anything that resembles a 

lily or has lily in the title instantly gets added to my like list.  At 

the beginning it was full, lots of greenery, and even had some 

white lily flower blooms.  I watered it, I kept it in sunlight 

(roughly the right amount), and I even got fertilizer for it.  When 

it needed more space, I got a larger pot for it.  I was doing all the 

right things, or so I thought, for proper indoor gardening.  (It’s at 

this point that you should start to question my green thumb 

abilities).  Inevitably one day I found brown starting to creep up 

one of the leaves.  My once beautiful plant took a turn for the 

worst.  One brown leaf turned to other brown leaves and 

“pruning” my plant became a reality.  One day all the white, the 

beautiful lily bloom was gone.  Eventually I was down to one 

solid piece of greenery with a few leaves.  I would move the plant 

trying out different amounts of sunlight.  I’d water it less and then 

I’d try watering it more seeing if anything better would happen!  

Then one day, I saw new leaves growing.  They were small and 

tiny but they were there. 

    This process of my plant falling apart and then growing to new 

life again has happened numerous times.  If I’m honest, there 

have been a few moments where I almost threw it away.  I 

questioned and wondered if it was EVER going to come back!  

Would new life grow again?  Could it be salvaged?  I’d wait and 

wait.  In the back of my mind I was hoping that something, no 

matter how small would rise up from the stem.  Each time, 

eventually it would happen.  There were even a few points when 

the blooms returned.  Oh how beautiful! 

     The summer weather recently has not treated my plant well.  

The leaves are turning brown far too quickly and the poor plant 

looks nothing like what it did to start.  After doing what I could to 

“fix” it, I looked at the poor, pathetic thing, with its turning 

brown leaves and wondered to myself, “is it time”?  I wasn’t 

quite ready to let go, again, hoping something would happen.  

Nothing changed for some time and then the other day I walked 

by and was halfway into the next room when I stopped in my 

tracks.  I raced back to look at the plant to see if my eyes had 

really seen it.  Next to the stem with the browning leaves was a 

tiny new stem rising up out of the dirt.  It was a beautiful green, 

the full of life kind of green you hope to see in plants. 

    I’ve been thinking about that little green growing stem since I 

saw it.  How did that happen?  I kept hoping new life would 

spring up from the existing stem but I had never thought that all 

new life could form.  What I thought was dead ground turned out 

to be soil that could produce new life.  The spiritual implications 

and lessons here are astounding! 

    Aren’t our lives often like my plant?  We experience seasons 

and times of great joy!  We are like the plant when I first got it, 

full of life, basking in beauty, ready to be enjoyed.  There are also 

times when life feels like the browning leaves of my plant:  times 

when it seems like one thing happens after another, times of 

sadness and loss, and times of darkness.  There are times when 

we feel dry and shriveled up like the crunchy dying leaves of my 

plant.  It seems that the heaviness and darkness keep eating away 

at the light and beauty.  We wonder if anything is going to 

change.  And yet during all of those seasons something is 

happening, often under the surface and at times unknown to me.  

When I feel lost, broken, empty, and sad, like the brown is 

covering me, under the surface God was doing something new 

and beautiful.  Just like something had been happening in my 

plant to allow that tiny new green stem to emerge, the same is 

true in our lives.  God is always doing something.  He is at work 

in us, always.  Sometimes it’s beneath the surface, hard for us to 

perceive or notice in our circumstances, but then one day, 

something small happens, and we see it, we see the blade of new 

life starting to form.  We are reminded of our great God who 

“will never leave you nor forsake you” (Deuteronomy 31:6).  A 

God who says I have “plans to give you hope and a 

future” (Jeremiah 29:11).  It’s like God is saying to us, “This 

yucky, unpleasant time you are going through, I’m here with you.  

I’m always with you.  I’m working, even if you don’t see it, 

remember, I’m right here.  Something new and beautiful is going 

to come from this.  Trust me!”  God is the one “who redeems 

your life from the pit” (Psalm 103:4). 

     God is always doing something.  This truth gets me through 

the valleys and also helps me celebrate the seasons of abundant 

bloom.  When I remind myself that God is always doing 

something, even under the surface, it starts to open my heart to 

those around me.  I begin to look more intently for those tiny 

glimmers of green grass starting to sprout up.  I celebrate the 

small moments and find that the beauty of growth, change, hope, 

and life are happening all around me.  I’m so thankful that I 

didn’t throw my plant away those few times I thought about it 

because that plant has been a beautiful reminder to me of the 

amazing, moving, gracious, and compassionate God that we 

serve.  Let’s not be too quick to throw out our plants literally and 

figuratively.  Just because the immediate bloom we once 

experienced straight from the florist or greenhouse has gone, let’s 

not say all is lost.  Let’s be thankful for a God that is it at work all 

around us and through us.  May we give a little more grace and 

love to those around us as we remember that God is always doing 

something, even if we do not see it.  I want to see the new life 

form.  “Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do 

you not perceive it?  I will make a way in the wilderness and 

rivers in the desert” (Isaiah 43:19). 

     As the summer comes to a close (or at least the school 

summer), let’s embark on the season ahead with fresh eyes.  Let’s 

remind ourselves that God is always doing something.  Let’s be 

aware and remind ourselves often of the deep, powerful work 

God is doing in the dirt.  We hope for the days and moments 

where we see that new life starting to break forth from the hard 

ground.  That tiny fresh greenery is the beginning of something 

new and I can’t wait to see where God is going to take it. 

 

A Letter from Megan Condry 



SPFCC August Calendar 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 

 

1 
 

SeniorPak Prep 
 
SPFCC 
Rummage Sale 
Setup 
 
6:30 pm 
Community 
Prayer Service - 
509 

2 

 

SPFCC 

Rummage Sale 

Setup 

 

 

 

7 pm Youth 

Group 

3 
 
 
 
5-7 pm SPFCC 
Rummage Sale 
 
 
6 pm God 
Speed 

4 
 
 
8 am-3 pm 
SPFCC 
Rummage Sale 

5 
 
 
8 am-noon 
SPFCC 
Rummage Sale 

6 
 
9:30 am 
Worship - 
Installation of 
Zen Hess 

7 
 
 
 
 

6 pm 
Something 
Biblical 
practice 

8 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30 pm 
Council 

9 
 

 

 

 

7 pm Youth 

Group 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
6 pm God 
Speed 

11 
 
 
 

12 
 

 

 

13 
 
8:30 am 
Fellowship 
Team Meeting  

 

9:30 am 
Worship 
 

Operation 
Backyard 

14 
 

 

15 
 
 

 
 

SeniorPak Prep 
 
 
 
6 pm Perfect 
Love Gathering 

16 
 
 
 
 

10 am-12 pm 
Cooking with 
Love 
 
7 pm Youth 
Group 

17 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

6 pm God 
Speed 
 

HH 

18 
 
 

19 

 

20 
8:30 am 
Children’s 
Team Meeting 
 

9:30 am 
Worship - 
Children’s 
Ministry Kick-
off 
 

12-6 pm FH 
Rental 

21 

 

 
 
 
6 pm 
Something 
Biblical 
 
6:30 pm HKC 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HH 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 pm Youth 
Group 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 pm God 
Speed 
 
 

HH 

25 
 
 
 
 
Muzzillo/
Gatchel 
Rehearsal at 
SPFCC 

26 
 
 
 
 
Wedding 
Ceremony 
(Muzzillo/
Gatchel) at 
SPFCC  

27 
 

9:30 am 
Worship 
 

 

28 
 
5:30 pm 
Worship Team 
Meeting  
 
6:30 pm HKC 
 
HH 

29 
 
SeniorPak Prep 
 
6:30 pm 
Property Team 
Meeting 
 
HH 

30 
 
 
 
 
7 pm Youth 
Group 
 
HH 

31 
 
 
 
 
6 pm God 
Speed 
 
HH 

 
 
 
 

 

 *HH denotes Homework Help program, which runs from 3 - 5:30 p.m.  



 

 

A Note From the Ministry Coordinator: 
 

"Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield                              

to those who take refuge in him.” Proverbs 30:5 

      “Times are changing” is a phrase I’ve heard often 

recently, and, more often than not, it seems like we are 

being forced to change with the times. There is abundant 

good to be had from many changes…more and better 

medicine to cure diseases, smart phones that allow us to 

correspond with one another more quickly, and the ability 

to travel to and connect with others in various regions of 

the world more easily. We must learn to adapt and grow as 

the world around us changes. I’m realizing that the fact 

that the statement “times are changing” is so very true 

makes me even more grateful that God’s character and 

God’s Word never change. God will always be loving, 

forgiving, gracious, and merciful. God’s Word will always 

be true and trustworthy, despite the changes of the world 

around us. There are Biblical truths I can teach my children 

that they will never have to question, even when they 

question many other things happening in the world around 

them.  There will always be sin and evil in the world. 

Believing in Jesus, and his death and resurrection, and 

asking Him to live in our hearts, will always be the only 

way we can have a relationship with God. God will always 

call us to renounce our sin and turn from it. And, when we 

do so, He will always forgive us and run to us with open 

arms. We will forever be called, as disciples of Christ, to 

share this message of truth with others, to help them seek 

out and commit to a personal relationship with God, 

through the death and resurrection of Christ, for 

themselves, to help them ask for forgiveness of sin and 

turn from it, and to help them then humbly accept the 

unchanging love and grace of God.  

      Praise God that these truths never change. “For the 

word of the Lord is right and true; he is faithful in all he 

does,” (Proverbs 33:4). Yes, times are changing. But, God 

is helping me realize I don’t necessarily need to change 

with them. God is teaching me to seek Him and to listen to 

His Word before so quickly accepting and succumbing to 

the lies society would have me believe. 

      I’m continually challenged to think about how God’s 

truths impact my life and how I can help these truths 

impact the lives of others, particularly my children, and I 

encourage you to reflect on these questions, as well. How 

am I working out my salvation? Am I asking for God’s 

continual forgiveness and grace? Am I allowing God’s 

truth to transform my innermost being? Where am I 

turning from sin in my life? How am I helping and 

encouraging others to do the same? Do my children see me 

living out this Gospel message? 

      The changing world can be a scary place. I recently 

read an article about how society is pushing our children to 

grow up long before they are ready to do so. “We’ve let 

their childhood – a precious time of growth and discovery 

and innocence – be stolen from them. From makeup 

marketed to preteens and revealing clothing designed for 

teens, to the sexualization of girls in songs, television, and 

movies, the obsessive message of sex has been paraded 

into our culture until it now seems almost normal. We’ve 

let society and the entertainment industry define their 

worth,” (http://foreverymom.com/family-parenting/raising-

an-esther-in-a-miley-cyrus-world-shilah-seale/). This push 

for children to grow up before they’re ready to do so isn’t 

new, but I see a lot of it in a new way now that I have a 

two-year-old daughter being presented with these societal 

messages, and it scares me! 

      I don’t want to 

teach my children that 

change is scary. 

Instead, I want to 

spend time filling 

myself with God’s 

truth, so that I can pass 

it on to my children 

because when His truth is our shield, the changes 

happening around us are much less scary. “I want so badly 

to hide her, all of them, from this message of deceit. I want 

them to know that they are fearfully and wonderfully made 

(Psalm 139:14). But most of all, I want every little girl to 

see themselves through the eyes of their Creator, the one 

who molded them and loved them from the womb; who 

sees them even now and has a plan of greatness for their 

life. I want them to know that the God who created them, 

saw them as precious enough to die for…We may not be 

able to change society. But we can bring change to our 

own homes and communities.  We can save our daughters, 

and all the other beautiful girls in our lives, by silencing 

the lies,” (http://foreverymom.com/family-parenting/

raising-an-esther-in-a-miley-cyrus-world-shilah-seale/). 

And, we can replace the lies with God’s unchanging truth. 

      I have no idea how the world and the culture in which 

we live will change in the next fifty years. But, I am 

thankful that I know I can face these changes with an 

unchanging God. May we take refuge in Him, in the midst 

of whatever changes society brings.  And, may God be our 

shield, protecting us from the lies that the world entices us 

to believe. “We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help 

and our shield. In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his 

holy name. May your unfailing love be with us, Lord, even 

as we put our hope in you,” (Psalm 33:20-22).            

           ~Megan Engle 
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ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 
206 ETNA AVENUE 
HUNTINGTON, IN 46750 

Worship 9:30 am 
Conversation and Refreshments 

10:45am 

 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community 
Church is to glorify God, build up the body of 

Christ, and reach out to those in our community 
and world to help them become followers of 

Christ. 

ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 

phone: 260.356.7728 

fax: 260.356.7514 

email: stpetersfirst@att.net 

web: www.spfcc.org 

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch 
 

Megan Engle, Ministry Coordinator 

Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 8 am-4 pm 

 

 

 

Becky Lyons, Financial Secretary 

stpetersfirstcom@yahoo.com 
 

Megan Condry, Youth & Children’s Director 

419.733.1272 

megancondry@gmail.com 

 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and           

burdened, and I will give you rest.”                  

Matthew 11:28 

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch

