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 One day Jesus said to his disciples, “Let’s go over to the other side 
of the lake.”  So they got into a boat and set out.  As they sailed, he fell 
asleep.  A squall came down on the lake, so that the boat was being 
swamped, and they were in great danger. 
 The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Master, Master, we’re 
going to drown!” 
 He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm 
subsided, and all was calm.  “Where is your faith?” he asked his 
disciples. 
 In fear and amazement they asked one another, “Who is this?  He 
commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him.” 
 They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, which is across the 
lake from Galilee.  When Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-
possessed man from the town.  For a long time this man had not worn 
clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs.  When he saw 
Jesus, he cried out and fell at his feet, shouting at the top of his voice, 
“What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?  I beg you, 
don’t torture me!”  For Jesus had commanded the evil spirit to come out 
of the man.  Many times it had seized him, and though he was chained 
hand and foot and kept under guard, he had broken his chains and had 
been driven by the demon into solitary places. 
 Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” 
 “Legion,” he replied, because many demons had gone into him.  
And they begged him repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss. 
 A large herd of pigs were feeding there on the hillside.  The 
demons begged Jesus to let them go into them, and he gave them 
permission.  When the demons came out of the man, they went into the 
pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was 
drowned.   
 When those tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran off 
and reported this in the town and countryside, and the people went out 
to see what had happened.  When they came to Jesus, they found the 
man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed 



and in his right mind; and they were afraid.  Those who had seen it told 
the people how the demon-possessed man had been cured.  Then all the 
people of the region of the Garasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because 
they were overcome with fear.  So he got into the boat and left. 
 The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with 
him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return home and tell how much 
God has done for you.”  So the man went away and told all over town 
how much Jesus had done for him. 
 
SERMON: 
 
So, this morning, we get to talk about demons. It’s going to be a fun 
morning!  We are continuing our series to the gospel of Luke and as we 
continue that series, we come upon this.  When we look at this story, 
automatically there tend to be two extremes for us:  One is to kind of 
step into, almost a Freddy-type of novel where you end up with a demon 
behind every doorknob and behind every rock.  Then there’s the 
opposite extreme which is very common more so in today’s day and age 
than it was even 300 years ago which is to say, “well all of this is just 
wives and fairytales, old mother tales, these aren’t real.”  
 
So, what I’m proposing to you this morning is that both of these, in their 
own way, true and somehow, some way there is actually a synthesis 
there that we can better understand this passage and appreciate what’s 
going on here.  So, when we look at this story, it’s not uncommon, Sandy 
you mentioned about is it 22 or 26?  Usually we treat these passages 
separately, but when you look at the historical drive of the narrative, 
there weren’t verses separating things out and the language that’s used 
in both of these stories, they’re meant to be read together, and so this 
morning, we’re going to read them together, because when we talk 
about Jesus having power over and authority over the powers of this 
world we’re talking about on a cosmic level where the nature of the 
storm is even called into question with this.  We’re talking about on a 
sociopolitical level with the region; we’re going to unpack that one a 
little bit.  Especially, we’re talking about His power and authority over 
the storms that a person experiences in their own life, and we often talk 
about those as somebody’s demons.  So when we do this, we want to 
recognize that there’s a truth in this, there is a reality in this. We want to 
better understand this dynamic. 



So to begin with that and to better understand all of this, we have to talk 
about Garth Brooks! (Laughter)   
 
Now, The Thunder Rolls and the Lightning Strikes!  How many of you 
recognize that title? Right?  This is classic Garth Brooks, depending on 
your viewpoint of country music, this is either when country music 
became great or this is when country music betrayed itself, because he 
was the first to begin to bring in elements of rock and the big 
amphitheater-stadium performances and he took off!  He’s one of the 
greatest selling artists in the modern era of the last century. 
 
When we talk about Garth Brooks, his second album has a single on 
there – The Thunder Rolls and the Lightning Strikes.  If you’ve ever seen 
this video, the music video for its time was very controversial; you 
watch it now and it’s like “Oh that’s pretty tame” but 20 years ago it was 
a big deal.  Part of the reason why it was a big deal what Brooks was 
setting out to do was he wanted to talk about the storms in and without 
of a marriage; the storms that happen inside of a marriage and the 
storms that happen outside of the marriage and the whole music video 
is set in a driving thunderstorm.  The band is playing and there’s just 
gallons of water being poured down upon them and then telling a story 
of a couple on a stormy night; however, the couple in question is one 
that has lots of storms within their own, in fact, the husband is across 
town in a place he never should have been, carrying out an affair that he 
has been carrying out for a number of years is implied.  And when he 
returns home, she catches something, there’s a strange new perfume in 
the air and it strikes up this confrontation between them.  
 
Now we also note from the video and the way it’s depicted that there’s 
lots of domestic violence in this relationship, and that’s actually what 
made it controversial in it’s day and age.  TNN and CMT both refused to 
air it after a few airings because they do not take a stand on social 
issues.  Sometimes not taking a stand is taking a stand. 
 
VH1 however, not because there’s some great proprietor of social 
justice saw an opportunity, “Wow!  Controversy?  That means views, 
and views means advertising dollars, so we’ll air it!”  So VH1, known for 
pop music begins to air Garth Brooks’ video and it leads into this whole 
conversation about the reality of storms; storms that we think of with 



lightning and thunder and rain, and storms that we realize and confess 
in relationship whether they become the sort of conflicts that leave 
bruises or not, they’re there.  So we catch that there’s a thunder in and 
out of the marriage and that was his point in getting over this.  So keep 
this in mind as we read through this because we’re talking about the 
storms of a physical tangible sense, but also the storms that go on in 
relationship when humans get together.  
 
So, the framing for this, you’ll notice conveniently Jesus speaks four 
times in this passage and so we just want to revolve our thoughts 
around them.   
 
We begin with His first words, “Let us go over to the other side of the 
lake.” Notice Jesus initiates the movement of this story.  He is the one 
who is moving His disciples, He takes a small group of them, they gather 
in a boat and they begin to sail across the lake. And something that 
should have been a 3-hour tour becomes something cataclysmic 
because a storm comes up.  Mark’s gospel suggests that this boat voyage 
happened at night.   
 
Now keep in mind that a number of His disciples are fisherman.  They 
know the difference between a small storm and something life-
threatening, and so when they begin to get afraid because of the boat 
swamping, there’s something major going on here.  There’s something 
significant going on here.  You see, when Jesus initiates the movement, 
He moves them into a place, crossing to the other side, will always bring 
storms about.  When they experience that storm, there’s a natural 
reaction of fear. Fear always has to do with a sense or a threat of losing 
something, and so it raises questions for us when we feel fear – “What 
am I afraid of losing here? “ 
 
When we talk about them going over to the other side, they were 
literally crossing from a Jewish region into a Greek region; it was the 
region of the Decapolis, it was noted as the Ten Cities, it had been 
settled by Alexander the Great and his military veterans after they had 
conquered the territory, so they occupied that territory and they 
themselves were occupied by the Romans and so you have a region that 
has been war-torn for a number of years and there are a number of folks 
who just want to live a quiet life there.  But it’s very different from the 



territory ruled and dominated by the Jewish people.  Quite literally, they 
were going from someplace that was clean to someplace that was 
unclean and back then, have you ever noticed if you’re crossing the 
county line your cell phone coverage drops out?  Have you ever noticed 
that?  Okay, back in the ancient world, if you crossed the county line you 
stepped out of your god’s territory into another god’s territory.  So 
you’ve lost all that support service. Okay? 
 
So when we’re talking about Him crossing to the other side there is 
actually a cosmic power encounter that’s going on with this.  So as 
they’re going across, there’s a storm that comes up on the waters, and in 
coming up on that storm then they begin to cry out to Him, “Master, 
Master!  Come and save us!”  Right?  I mean this is the cry! He’s got to do 
something; He’s got to wake up!  He’s got to see what’s going on!  So He 
gets up and He rebukes the wind and the raging waters, the storm 
subsided and all was calm.  It’s really interesting then, because what He 
does is He poses a question, “Where is your faith?” He asked His 
disciples.  Why is He asking them about their faith?  They’re just worried 
about the storm, right?   My grandmother was petrified of storms; never 
once when she went down to the basement room to play solitaire during 
the storm did I think, “Grandma, where’s your faith?”  What’s He doing 
with this question? 
 
It’s really ironic that they call him Master. You see when He crosses into 
this territory, the territory around there was known the Decapolis was 
known as the home of Beelzebub.  Beelzebub was the Lord of the Flies 
also known as Satan, and that word at the beginning, Beel, actually 
comes from an older word for a god that was known as the Storm God, 
Baal, Baal’s name, he was so powerful, he was merely known as The 
Master.   
 
So you see how Luke in his gospel is laying out an encounter between 
Jesus and Baal, The Master.   Here’s the real master showing up.  He just 
calmly rebukes the wind and the waves.  He’s not worried, He’s not 
worked up about it, He just exercises a calming authority over them and 
they become submissive to His authority, and they continue on the 
journey across.   So, when He asks, “Where is your faith?” He is inviting 
them to reflect on who are they ascribing more authority to; it’s a 
reflective question, Jesus is not rebuking them.   Jesus is not trying to 



make them feel stupid or small.   Reflective questions create a space for 
us to think, where we are at, to reflect upon our situation and even to 
name things about ourselves and about the world around us.  Jesus is 
the master teacher and even in these moments He is teaching His 
disciples what it means to follow Him and to go with Him.   
 
And you know what good questions do…besides frustrate us?  They 
provoke more questions. 
 
So the disciples begin to reflect, and what is their response? “Who is this 
man?” and the question always raises more questions, so Luke moves us 
forward in the narrative then. 
 
They land on shore, they sail to the region of the Gerasenes which is 
across the lake from Galilee.  When Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by 
a demon-possessed man from the town.  For a long time this man had 
not worn clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs.  When 
he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell at his feet, shouting at the top of his 
voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?”   
 
So this demoniac meets Him right at the shore and it’s kind of 
interesting that way, don’t you think? That the first thing that 
encounters Him is this demoniac who comes out to receive Him, to 
engage with Him; he senses Jesus has come onto his turf, and is a little 
bit if a turf struggle going on here, but as with all turf struggles, if you 
recognize you can’t win the battle, you try and find your way out of it 
instead of through power and naked force. So, he’s trying to negotiate, 
and that’s what sets up this situation. 
 
Now, keep in mind here, when we look at this, I mentioned before 
there’s a sociopolitical aspect of this; there’s a societal aspect of this 
whole thing.  Here’s why: 
 
When it talks about him not living in a house, the word for house is 
oikos in Greek and it provides a clue to us when talking about 
households; that’s actually the word that we get our economy from; it’s 
the household, it’s the stewardship of all the households together.  So 
He’s talking about a big collective thing here.  And what’s interesting 
about the background of this place, some of the language that get’s used 



here provides clues that we miss unless we have lived in the region and 
we know it historically.  Two thousand years ago, the language that’s 
used here raises all sorts of flags for Luke’s audience.   
 
One of the things is “Son of the Most High God”.  This was a title that was 
ascribed to Caesar and so when he cries out to this, there’s already an 
invocation of the imperial majesty that’s going on there, there’s a power 
going on with this.  Jesus speaks at this point and He says, “What is your 
name?” and how does the man respond?  “Legion”.   Now for us, legion 
just means many at this day and age.  If I said “platoon” what do you 
think of?  You think of a group of soldiers, or you think of the movie by 
Oliver Stone, right?  One of those two things; that word now has 
meaning.  Back then that word had meaning and it meant Roman 
soldiers, thousands of Roman soldiers.  Estimates anywhere of a small 
light platoon of 2000 Roman soldiers up to 10,000 when he took in their 
supporting cast.  In that region, within 30 miles of where Jesus is talking 
we place Him at in this, there was the Tenth Roman Legion and guess 
what the Tenth Roman Legion’s mascot was?  A wild boar!  A pig!  So 
when Jesus is talking about this herd of pigs there, and He casts this 
demon or Legion into this herd of pigs; how many of you have ever seen 
a herd of pigs?  You haven’t actually because we don’t call pigs herds.  
It’s like a pride of lions, right or a flock of seagulls?   Pigs are droves or 
drifts; however, the Greek word that is translated as herd here is a 
Greek word that is used to describe a cadet of troops; the young cadets.  
Wow!  The author is trying to communicate something, if we’ll just 
listen to what he is trying to get across.  There’s a deeper thing going on 
here than just that individual in isolation; there’s a bigger broader 
picture that’s talking about imperial occupation and the impact it has on 
the people who live under that occupation.  We know that occupation 
leads to all sorts of health issues in a society.  You see an increase in 
diabetes, you see an increase in hypertension, you see an increase in all 
of those things just through an occupying force.  It raises questions 
about the nature of empires and the nature of dominance.  All of those 
things are things that Jesus is confronting in this and what happens to 
this herd or to this drove of pigs then once they become possessed with 
the demon?  They run down off of the cliff and into the water.  Where 
else in Israel’s history did a group of enemy soldiers get drowned?  
Exodus!  Moses!  All throughout the gospels, they are tying what Jesus is 
doing back to the work of the Exodus and back to the work of Moses. 



When they see what is going on, they run off.  You know, when we think 
about these things, we tend to miss them, but this was significant for 
them in a lot of ways.  Think again for a moment if this whole Roman 
aspect of this is a little confusing.  If someone twenty years from now 
reads a headline that says, “Padres smash Diamondbacks!”  They’re 
going to look at it and they’re going to say, “Why were priests fighting 
snakes?  Does it have something to do with St. Patrick’s Day?”  But if 
they realize they’re reading the sports page and there’s this game called 
baseball, there’s these two clubs known as the San Diego Padres and the  
Arizona Diamondbacks, then they realize, “Oh, there’s something else 
going on here!”   The language provides clues for us in this. 
 
You see, when we talk about the demoniac here, these demons, the way 
scripture talks about demons is that they are real but invisible spirits of 
destructiveness that rend people and communities and societies as a 
whole. There’s a within and a without.  When Paul writes about the 
powers and the principalities, those powers and principalities express 
their authority right or wrongly through embodied persons and 
institutions.  There’s a linkage there that has to be dealt with. 
 
For example, when we talk about someone being the chairman of the 
board or the chairperson of the board, who has the authority?  The 
person or the role?  The role, right?   But if you take the person out of 
the role, what authority does the role have?  The role can’t do anything 
without the person in the role.  So there’s a within and there’s a without 
to these powers and principalities, and then what becomes the question 
is, “How is power exercised in those roles?”  Because that’s what Paul 
means when he talks about the struggle is not against flesh and blood.  
He’s talking about these realities, these dynamics; they’re spiritual, 
they’re invisible but are real and have a real impact and force in this. 
 
But you’ll notice the other way that the scripture talks about this, when 
Jesus comes upon this, He dismisses the demons, He gives them 
permission to go into the herd of pigs.  Jesus has absolute authority over 
this.  The apostles throughout this have absolute authority over this.  
When they’re dealing with this, what they are dealing with is there’s not 
a fear for them in this, later on in the scriptures.  The disciples right now 
are quite afraid.  But it’s not a struggle for Jesus.  You see, exorcism cuts 
right to the heart of the matter.  The symptom being expressed there 



was an occupation, but the real issue there was the demonic power that 
causes that, that drives that, the driving force behind the throne, sort of 
speak, the disease, the root of the symptoms were the powers, the 
demons, and that’s why exorcism becomes the answer to that, so that 
there might be real healing that brings about.   
 
Traditionally, in church history, baptism has always been understood to 
have an element of exorcism to it.  In fact, today, if you go to a Catholic 
Mass for the baptism of an infant, there is a moment, there’s a rite of 
exorcism, because it recognizes that there are powers that need to be 
cast out so that the power of the Holy Spirit might reign. 
 
Exorcism cuts right to the heart of it, and the heart of it is this:  the 
liberation of this man.  That he will be set free from the demons that 
have plagued him that in the naming of those demons and the casting 
out of those demons, he experienced a transformation in his life.  
Everything about him is transformed.    His relationship with his 
neighbors is transformed.   
 
You’ll notice at the beginning of the story, he is naked and never wears 
clothes.  The end of the story, he is clothed.  What is he doing?  He is no 
longer running among the tombs cutting himself or doing anything 
violent of the sort.  He is sitting calmly at Jesus’ feet, in his right mind. 
This healing aspect of salvation is something for the whole person, 
every aspect of the person; for the mind, the body, the soul, the casting 
out of demons; the liberation of all things.  He is restored in this and 
ultimately he is commissioned in this. 
 
There are two responses that are presented in the story:  How did the 
disciples respond when they are crossing the waters in the boat?  They 
had fear and amazement at the same time.  They are afraid but they are 
amazed, but they stay following but they kind of fade in the background 
for the rest of the story, don’t they?  They don’t really come in anymore. 
 
Jesus then casts out the demons from the man and Jesus then comes to 
the crowd and there’s a response, because the herdsmen who were 
tending that herd or that flock of pigs, they get freaked out and probably 
angry too because they just lost there livelihood.  There economy was 
upended by Jesus’ actions.    



So they go and they tell the rest of the villagers, the villagers come and 
they don’t rejoice that this man is now sane that has been restored to 
them.  Instead, they’re afraid.  Fear often leads to anger, but they’re 
afraid and what’s there response to Jesus?  Please leave!  And Jesus says, 
“No, I’m here to stay!”  He doesn’t, they reject Him and He gets in the 
boat and He leaves.  Contrast that with the demoniac.  Whether you call 
him possessed or you call him crazy, whatever aspect of this, how does 
He respond to the work Jesus has done?  He sits at Jesus’ feet and  when 
they tell Jesus to leave, his response is to go follow Jesus and get in the 
boat to leave behind everything he’s got, so He can follow Jesus, and 
Jesus turns and commissions him. He says, “No! I want you to go back to 
your home and I want you to tell everyone what God has done for you.”  
And it says, the man went home and he told everyone what Jesus had 
done for him. 
 
So you’ll notice that there’s this commissioning, he’s restored, but he is 
also commissioned.  Now if they rejected Jesus, are they going to reject 
this guy? I don’t know!  This guy doesn’t go around destroying pigs.  
Maybe he’s got an in.  In fact, later on we find out that when the disciples 
and Paul and the others go back into this region on the missionary 
journeys, there’s already an openness to this gospel; maybe because, 
this is our first missionary.  This is our first apostle being sent back to 
his own people to tell them what God has done for them and you’ll 
notice how there’s a little bit of a turn there.  Luke writes, “tell them 
what God has done for you” and the man leaves and he goes and he tells 
what Jesus has done for him. 
 
Remember earlier, the disciples had a new question about Jesus, “Who 
is this man?”  Luke is answering it in the next story.  This is the God man, 
this is the one who is to bring you about the kingdom of God. This is the 
one who is the liberator.  This is the one who is the Victor!  This is the 
one who is the healer, the savior.  There is no contest for him in this. 
 
If I get into a boxing ring with Evander Holyfield or Mike Tyson it better 
be for charity like Mitt Romney did or I’m in trouble!  There’s no contest 
there.  When Jesus shows up on the scene proclaiming liberation for His 
people, His creation,  there’s no contest there.  There is a battle that is 
not against flesh and blood but against the powers and principalities 
and there’s a real authority there that invites us and raises questions for 



us about how we will respond to that because Jesus is the one revealed 
as the one who carries us through storms and the one who brings 
healing to us, the one who exorcises our demons. He’s also a calming 
presence.  Jesus is the revelation of the living God. 
 
The ancient Hebrews had a way of talking about God, sort of. There’s 
actually a four letter word they used for God’s name and they 
specifically wrote it in a way that it is now pronounceable.  Real 
effective communication going on right?  It is if you’d just listen to what 
they’re trying to communicate.  You see, any time you name something, 
you’ve defined it and when you’ve defined it you’re setting edges on it 
and limiting where it’s at. But what we talk about when we talk about 
the four letter name of God, it’s YHWH and it’s unpronounceable, but I 
you just get quiet enough……….you can almost hear Yahweh in your very 
breath!  Because Jesus is revealing a God who is absolutely near to us! 
Who is imminent, who is there with us as much as he is transcendent 
over the cosmos…..a God who is with us in the storms of life and in the 
very boat that we think is sinking.  Not one who is far off and abandoned 
us and needs called down to, but one who is right there with us.  As near 
as our breath.  It’s revolutionary to grasp that God is that close.  
 
Jesus left the safety of the territory of Yahweh and they find that 
Yahweh has authority on the other side as well, that they can go through 
those storms because Yahweh is working there too!  It’s just like Jacob’s 
vision at Bethel isn’t it? When he wakes up and he realizes, “The Lord is 
in this place and I did not know it”, it’s not that God showed up, it’s I 
became aware of His presence. 
 
So what we find when we are faced with storms of life, when we get bad 
test results, when something tragic happens to us, where there is 
heartbreak and when things break down, when there is violence in the 
relationship and all of those things, Christ is imminent and present and 
wanting to liberate and wanting to heal and inviting us into that truth 
and if we’re able to find a calm space to center our breadths to be 
reminded that the Holy Spirit is with us, that God is with us we begin to 
realize that there’s something else going on in those moments, 
redeeming those moments and working through those moments. It’s 
possible even that life could come out of an instrument of torture and 
death for this God. 



We talked about various responses to this story, there’s responses of 
fear and amazement and just quietly fading into the background. 
There’s a response, you could almost call it joy of responding with 
obedience and wanting to do whatever the Master tells us to do, and 
there’s also a response of fear and rejection, “Don’t rock our boat, don’t 
change the way things are” because there’s a real comfort to the familiar 
and sometimes the familiar is pretty messed up, but it’s still what I 
know and I’d rather have what I know instead of the unknown of 
freedom and healing and liberation. 
 
All three of those responses play out every day of our lives and God is 
inviting us to respond. 
 
When we think about the other side and the other, what is the thing we 
are afraid of losing if we were to cross to the other side to our enemies 
and we were to be reconciled to them?  If we were to recognize that the 
gospel is true for them as much as it is true for us. 
 
When we celebrate Memorial Day, it’s interesting, we are actually 
celebrating reconciliation believe it or not.  When we mourn the death 
of those soldiers, it began with a mourning and a memorial for Union 
soldiers and Confederate soldiers were also honored on a separate 
holiday by their family and friends – two sides, bitter enemies for many, 
many years following the war, mourning separately.  Then, somebody 
decided to bring these together, and so Memorial Day became a 
memorial for all who have given their lives in the United States.   
 
Think about how big it was for the North to acknowledge the sacrifice of 
Southern soldiers.  Think of how huge it was for the South to recognize 
the sacrifice of those “Darn Yankees” and yet this commemoration 
brings them together, sometimes around a racetrack (laughter), but it 
brings them together to mourn their common life as humans who have 
experienced loss, who have experienced violence, who have 
experienced suppression, who have experienced fear and in that 
humanity, there’s a union of enemies, there’s a reconciliation that takes 
place there because ultimately the power of the Cross still operates in 
our lives today as we open ourselves up to it. 
 



So my questions to you this morning are questions the text raises for us, 
“What storms are you enduring right now? What’s going on around you? 
What’s going on inside of you?  What storms are people around you 
enduring right now?”  Maybe right now you’ve got sunny skies and 
bluebirds that’s great! But maybe there’s somebody next to you who’s 
hurting, who’s struggling. 
 
What harms our lives? What brings about and rends us? Our inner 
demons so to speak.  What are the things that bring harm into your life?  
What would heal your life?  What would it look like to take 5-10 minutes 
everyday to just simply pray as you breathe the very name of God?  
Recovering a sense that God is with you in the boat.  Recovering a sense 
that God liberates you and breaks chains, recovering a sense that He is 
the one who brings you healing; and what would be the price of that 
healing?  Because healing and liberation always demand a change 
whether it’s the pigs we have treasured in our life or it’s recognizing 
that that person we thought was crazy and a lunatic  is still a child of 
God deserving of liberation and healing.  Change comes hard to all of us! 
But is healing worth the price and cost  of change, and I would say “Yes!” 
 
So as our song leaders are coming forward I invite you to continue 
reflecting on those questions.  What’s the other side look like for you? 
What are you afraid of losing in crossing to the other side and following 
Jesus where Jesus is initiating movement for you.  What storms are you 
enduring right now?  What storms are going on around you? What’s 
harming you right now?  What would bring healing in those situations, 
and what is the price of that healing, and are you willing to pay it? 


