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 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were 
created. 
 When the Lord God made the earth and the heavens---and no 
shrub of the field had yet appeared on the earth and no plant of the field 
had yet sprung up, for the Lord God had not sent rain on the earth and 
there was no man to work the ground, but streams came up from the 
earth and watered the whole surface of the ground---the Lord God 
formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. 
 Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and 
there he put the man he had formed.  And the Lord God made all kinds 
of trees grow out of the ground---trees that were pleasing to the eye and 
good for food.  In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
 A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was 
separated into four headwaters.  The name of the first is the Pishon; it 
winds through the entire land of Havilah, where there is gold.  (The gold 
of that land is good; aromatic resin and onyx are also there.)  The name 
of the second river is the Gihon; it winds through the entire land of 
Cush.  The name of the third river is the Tigris; it runs along the east 
side of Asshur.  And the fourth river is the Euphrates. 
 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to 
work it and take care of it.  And the Lord God commanded the man, “You 
are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you 
will surely die.” 
 The Lord God said, “:It is not good for the man to be alone.  I will 
make a helper suitable for him.” 
 Now the Lord God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of 
the field and all the birds of the air.  He brought them to the man to see 
what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living 
creature, that was its name.  So the man gave names to all the livestock, 
and birds of the air and all the beasts of the field. 



 But for Adam no suitable helper was found.  So the Lord God 
caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he 
took one of the man’s ribs and closed up the place with flesh.  Then the 
Lord God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and 
he brought her to the man. 
 The man said,  
 
 “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be 
called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.” 
 
 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be 
united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. 
 The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. 
 
SERMON: 
  
You’re going to want to keep your bibles handy; we’re going to be going 
through cover-to-cover this morning.   
 
So, I don’t know about you but Sunday mornings when I get up I spend 
some time trying to focus and prepare myself for Sunday worship.  Now 
part of that is because I have to get up here in front and talk and try and 
be coherent for 20-30 minutes or so, and sometimes longer if we are 
honest!  But, the other part of it is I want to prepare my heart for 
worship, I want to make sure that as I gather together here with you, I’m 
not thinking about, ‘what do you think of the clothes I’m wearing, what 
do you think of the words I just said,’ but I’m focusing in on how am I 
worshipping the creator of the cosmos, the One who saw fit to bring us 
forth into life and so one of the things I did this morning in my 
preparation for Sunday morning worship was I buried a dead possum 
outside of my house! (Laughter) 
 
You see, last week some of us celebrated Earth Day, and some of us 
Bemoaner’s Day as some sort of conspiracy, but the reality is burying 
this possum that showed up on our doorstep yesterday morning, not 
quite the doorstep but you get the idea.  Burying that was a reminder for 
me because I chose to bury it in our garden area and what’s going to 
happen with this possum is as it faces it’s own, uh, well, as it faced it’s 
own mortality, it’s going to become part of the ecosystem again; it’s 



always been part of the ecosystem, but it will continue that even in its 
death because as its body breaks down it’s going to provide nutrients to 
the soil and those nutrients are going to be sucked up by plants and 
those plants then are going to be eaten by animals like possums and 
others because, well, you know, they eat just about anything they can 
get their hands on.  And so it becomes this kind-of cycle, and there’s a 
cycle of where life always comes out of death – there’s life that comes 
out of sacrifice.  This is one of the reasons why, the last couple of weeks 
we talked about Temple system and how there was degrees of holiness 
at the center of the temple and then radiating out into the rest of 
creation.  This idea that life and renewal only come through sacrifice 
and shedding of blood, and there’s a lot of truth to that, but then we 
talked about Easter Sunday and how, on the cross, Christ does away 
with the need for sacrifice because He makes the ultimate sacrifice and 
in resurrection then there is new life, new renewal, new creations, so 
much so – how many of you are wearing a crucifix or a cross this 
morning as a piece of jewelry?  Anyone?  We got a few here, okay! 
 
The cross has now become a beautiful piece of artwork; 2000 years ago, 
the cross was an executioner’s tool, it would be like somebody wearing 
electric chair earrings for us.  It’s not what we think of when we think of 
the cross anymore – this instrument of death has actually become a 
symbol for life now – it’s a blooming cross that brings us hope, it brings 
us inspiration; it reminds us that no matter how bad things have gotten, 
God brings life out of desperate situations. And this is the hope of 
resurrection.   
 
So when we look at this and when we look at these things in the world 
that remind us of our own mortality, we face them a little bit differently 
when we recognize that they are all part of God’s creation, and God is 
sovereign over all of it.  So this is why we talk about ecology.  This is 
why we talk about economies because these are the households of God; 
these are the things that we live within.  There’s not a hard and fast line 
between us and the rest of creation – it’s all relationship; it’s all driven 
in connection with one another.  This is why throughout the years we 
have sung songs like All Creatures Great and Small, The Lord God He 
Made Them All.   
 



The ones that you don’t like, the ones that you can’t find a purpose for – 
the mosquito that’s irritating you in the tent when you’re trying to sleep 
– God made him too!  Kind of an annoying thought, but there’s a 
purpose, there’s a mystery, there’s a relationship there that we don’t 
always comprehend and understand. 
 
So, we want to begin in Genesis 2 this morning.  If you’re not there 
already, I invite you to turn there.   If you don’t have a Bible, please pull 
out one of the red pew Bibles in front of you; it’s on page 2.  And I’m not 
kidding about going all the way through – we’re going to get there. 
 
Starting in verse 4:   
 
“This is the second creation account; this is the account of the heavens 
and the earth when they were created.    
 
When the Lord God made the earth and the heavens—and no shrub of 
the field had yet appeared on the earth and no plant of the field had yet 
sprung up, for the Lord God had not sent rain on the earth and there 
was no man to work the ground.”   
 
So, right in the beginning there is this sense that God has created with 
possibility and potential; that God has put things in place that they 
would be able to spring up from the earth itself, and so what gets set up 
is there’s a moment of hesitation, there’s an anticipation of “well, there’s 
still something yet to come, but it’s not ready yet.  There’s got to be a 
timing; there’s got to be some things taken care of.  There’s going to be a 
need for some rain to water the crops, and it’s no good having crops if 
you don’t have somebody to bring in the crops.  So we need man to tend 
the garden.  There was no man to work the ground.  
 
“And so there were streams that came up from the earth and they 
watered the surface of the ground—the Lord God formed the man from 
the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life 
and man became a living being.” 
 
This breath of life becomes one of the things that does set aside man 
from the rest of creation; this image of God; this breath of God.  When 
you wonder where God is and you’re sobbing and you’re hurting, and 



you take that deep breath—that’s where God is.  Because the word for 
spirit is the same word for breath – our very breath is a gift from God 
and God is with us moment by moment sustaining us. 
 
“Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden, and there 
he put the man he had formed. “  Which recognizes that man came from 
somewhere outside of the garden and then was placed in the garden, 
and so there’s a bigger piece of creation than just Eden going on there – 
in fact, one of the words for this wilderness and wild and waste outside 
of the garden because when you think about a garden, there’s not much 
difference between in the rest of nature and the garden, except 
somebody has been tending it; somebody has been placing things 
purposefully, somebody has been arranging things to make them even 
prettier than they already are in nature as best we can.  Garden is nature 
with a little bit more order to it.   
 
The trees – the Lord God made all kinds of trees to grow out of the 
ground so not that he has to create each tree, but these trees will sustain 
themselves; they will grow, they will be dynamic in changing and 
growing in this, and you notice about the trees, pleasing to the eye and 
good for food.  They are pleasing to the eye, there good to look at.  
There’s something beautiful about this creation.  They don’t have to be 
beautiful, He makes them beautiful because, why not?  That’s this kind 
of God.   
 
“A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was 
separated into four headwaters”, and you notice it goes through these 
different regions, and as Brandy pointed out, it’s really interesting that it 
highlights the gold was good there, and the onyx and the resin and all 
this stuff.  It’s really interesting the author takes time to note what’s 
going on in these regions is good, and it’s earthy and there’s all sorts of 
things of value there, and there’s things that suggest that there’s maybe 
a little bit more to this story than just the mechanics of it.   
 
“The Lord God took the man (verse 15) and put him in the Garden of 
Eden to work it and take care of it.”  If you thought work was part of the 
Fall and part of the consequences of sin, No! You were created for work 
and that’s why when you do a satisfying job to the best of your abilities, 
it feels good, because you are living into the way that God has wired you.  



Now we all know work environments where everyday feels like 
drudgery and monotony, but there are moments when we’re able to 
accomplish and we recognize, “Man! This is what I was made for!” and it 
resonates with us.   
 
“The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work 
it and take care of it, and the Lord God commanded the man, “You are 
free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will 
surely die.” 
 
The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone.  I will make a 
helper suitable for him.” 
 
So you notice right away in the garden things aren’t right yet.  They’re 
not perfected; they’re not complete yet.  It’s not good for the man to be 
alone. It’s the only thing in the creation accounts that’s acknowledged as 
not good, being alone.   
 
So the Lord God forms a helper from the rib of the man and this is one of 
those things that we find often gets misinterpreted, and often gets 
played out in different ways, but we’ll some back to that. 
 
“The Lord God formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all 
the birds of the air.  He brought them to the man to see what he would 
name them, and whatever the man called each living creature, that was 
its name. “ 
 
Now think for a moment back to your childhood, okay?  You know your 
middle name, right?  Why do you know your middle name?  Because 
when Mom was mad at you, she used your middle name!  That naming 
that your parents did, gave them kind of an authority over you – there 
was a power over you that when you got out of line and they called out 
that middle name, you knew all of a sudden the game just changed.  
We’re no longer playing, there’s something going on here and I need to 
respond to it, right?  It was almost like if your parents had that real 
sharp piercing whistle and you just knew, “Okay, I’m going to stop 
whatever I’m doing, I don’t even know what I’m doing, I don’t know 
what’s wrong with it but I’m going to stop it.”  Naming is an aspect of 



authority.  So you notice right away, that this creator God has created 
this beautiful garden; He’s made things that are pleasing to the eye and 
good for food, He’s set aside the one particular thing, the Tree of Life 
and said, “You’re not going to touch that, but you can have anything else.  
I’m going to place you, I’m going to form you, I’m going to breathe my 
spirit into you so you can work this garden so you can be part of tending 
this garden, you can take care of it.”  And then ultimately, He even gives 
mankind some authority over this garden and some dominion over this.   
 
What’s interesting about all of this is that from the very beginning, this 
God who is capable of creating something out of nothing is looking for 
partners in His work.  From the very beginning, this God is a God who 
appreciates beauty, not because it has purpose but because it’s 
beautiful.   That’s the purpose of beauty to be beautiful, and He creates 
things this way, and He creates a myriad of things.  I mean, you think 
about creating the animals and just think about the diversity of animals 
even here in Huntington, let alone when you look at the global ecology 
and just all these different things, you know, and you can imagine him 
just kind of parading things by, you know you can imagine Adam is , you 
know, fresh and ready for his work of the day, he’s fresh at it and you 
see the first animal come by and it’s a possum (the angels over there are 
taking notes – how do you spell that? Don’t forget the O”) It’s a possum. 
 
The next one comes along – that’s an aardvark with 2 a’s.  Why?  
Because.  (Laughter)  Platypus – you know, you just go through and as 
you get towards the end of it, and you can imagine its been a long day 
naming all the animals of creation and then Adam is just there and he’s 
finally getting worn out and you think, (with a sigh) “Dog” (Laughter)  
and the last one comes through “Cat.”   And the Lord God said, “I didn’t 
make that!”  (Laughter).  Ah, we’re just catching up now – this is why we 
do the transcripts of the sermons too, so if you missed it the first time. 
 
This scene of creation is amazing because this God is stepping back; He’s 
creating space within himself for creation to begin with and then He’s 
creating space for co-creators to work with Him in this, and this is the 
purpose of man, and “It’s not good for man to be alone” and so God 
forms the woman from out of his side; not from his head to have 
dominion over him, not from his foot to be trod from him, but from his 
rib that there might be a mutuality; there might be a coexistence.  “Bone 



of my bone and flesh of my flesh.  For this reason a man will leave his 
father and mother and be united to his wife and they become one flesh.”  
And you notice the one thing there after they become “one flesh.  They 
were naked and they felt no shame.” 
 
This Genesis account tells us a couple of things about God:  there’s a 
plan and a purpose and an order to His creation.  Part of that plan and 
purpose is that His creation is creative and it’s dynamic.  It generates 
new things from within it, and that’s part of His plan, not against His 
plan. 
 
There’s a beauty and esthetic to creation.  If you ever need to get 
grounded, you’re feeling wiped out, you’re feeling overwhelmed, one of 
the best things you can do is go find a quiet place in nature and listen to 
the birds, and sit under the tree and get the dirt under your fingernails 
and just be grounded with the universe God has created. 
 
You’ll notice too, that this God is compassionate. When He creates the 
man and He puts the man in charge of stewarding and working over this 
creation He notices, it’s not good for man to be alone. Notice how His 
concern “It’s not good for my creation.  It’s not good for the man to be 
alone.  How in the world is he going to know what to wear?  So, I’ll 
create a helper for him.” (Laughter) 
 
And so He creates a companion out of compassion for the man and He 
empowers this man and this woman to take their place in the creation 
to collaborate with Him in His ongoing work of creation.   This also tells 
us something about ourselves as humans as well that for us to really live 
into what God has called us to, it means that we are workers.  We are 
here to work and to do work that matters and has significance – not just 
in the eyes of the world, but in the eyes of God; this matters!  We are to 
be co-creators, partners with God in His creation, and we are social, it’s 
not good for us to be alone, it’s not good for us to be isolated.  We are 
not autonomous.  In fact, that’s one of the things that leads us to the fall 
in Genesis 3 is man trying to ascend to a point of autonomy that their 
not dependent on God because they have become like God; that’s part of 
that temptation there.  
 



But you’ll also notice something else, with that question around the Tree 
of Life, it tells us that man has a freedom and an agency to impact this 
world for good or for ill; and God took a risk in creating us with a free 
will and He will honor that risk and He will work within that risk in that 
world.   Because the reality is we don’t live in a Genesis 2 world 
anymore, we live in a Genesis 3 world and if you turn the page, you’ll see 
in Genesis 3, you’ve got a subtitle in the Bible there, it talks about the 
Fall of Man.  We know from Sunday School that what happens is that a 
serpent comes along and tempts Eve; Eve takes a bite of the apple and 
she hands it to her husband who was with her by the way, we can’t just 
pin this all on Eve, and he takes a bite as well and at that point their eyes 
are opened and they realize they were naked and they are now ashamed 
of it.    
 
There’s an immediate fracture that takes place in the story.  When we’re 
talking about sin, we’re talking about a fracturing, especially a fracturing 
of relationships.  Immediately, there is a fracture with ourselves.  They 
didn’t feel shame before; now they feel shame.  It’s going to play into 
their relationship with one another; it’s going to play into how they 
think and view themselves as well; the relationship between others 
including the creation is affected by this.   When the curse comes down 
as a result of this or the outflow of what they’ve done comes down, you 
will notice that immediately it establishes this hierarchy of sorts.  Now 
power enters into the relationship.  There’s a sense that folks begin to 
exercise dominion over one another and over the world around them – 
in fact, you’ve probably heard pastors say that the world is ours to 
exercise dominion over and because we are called to exercise dominion 
over it, that means bending it to our will.   
 
What’s interesting about the word “dominion” it’s actually from 
horticulture and the word “dominion” is actually talking about 
something a little bit further up on the plant, a little bit further up on the 
root.  So imagine the leaves of a flower or the petals of a flower telling 
the roots, “You’re mine and I can do whatever I want to you.” And the 
roots are saying, “You’re kidding, right?  We can just shut off the food to 
you.”   
 
The petals can’t look on the roots as insignificant; they’re part of the   
same flower, they all work together.   Just because you’re a little bit 



higher up on the food chain doesn’t mean you can abuse the things 
beneath.  It’s part of making sure that it all flows together.  
This fracture brings power into all of the relationships. You’ll notice that 
there’s something that changes too in that dynamic.   
 
In Genesis 3, what happens then is that the Lord comes down to walk in 
the garden in the cool of the day because that’s what He did as His habit 
to be in relationship with His creation.  As they hear the Lord coming, 
the man and the woman hide in the bushes, because that works with 
God. (laughter)  It’s like the 5-year-old hiding under the bed and their 
ankle was still poking out from under the bed. 
 
And God plays the game with them, “Where are you?” and they finally 
come out.  “We hid because we were naked and ashamed.  We’re 
embarrassed. We’re ashamed.”  They were afraid of God, too, it 
mentions in the story; that’s a new thing – they were afraid. 
 
So the relationship between man and the Divine has changed in it’s 
dynamic.   
 
And the Lord looks at them and says, “Who told you, you were naked?” 
All that’s changed is their perception of the situation.  They’ve been 
naked all along, but the thing is they’re still deeply loved and this Lord 
still has compassion on them because what does He do?  He takes 2 
rabbits and He kills them and He turns them into clothes for the man 
and the woman to cover that shame they were feeling, so that they could 
get on with existence.   
 
It’s interesting because again we see that dynamic that these rabbits had 
to die to provide clothing for this man and this woman.  There’s this 
cycle, right?  Of life and death.  There are consequences to the actions.  
God took a risk and decisions have consequences, but that grace covers 
our shame and consequences and yet there’s still this sense of loss and 
the desire for us to return.   
 
In fact, when you study other cultures and the way they use words, the 
Japanese character or calligraphy for “sin”, they take and they draw a 
river and they draw life on both sides of the river because you have 
fields and crops coming off of the river and then they put a big “dam” at 



the top because sin blocks the flow of life.   Sin fractures us; it disrupts 
us, it unweaves the image of God within us and we live in a Genesis 3 
world now.   
 
So it raises a question, “How do we live in a Genesis 3 world?”  What we 
find when we look at ecosystems, when we look at the ecology, when we 
look at the world around us there are 3 types of relationships, and 
everyday, every moment, we and the rest of creation are choosing which 
of these 3 relationships we are going to live in. 
 
The first one is the one we always think of when we think of nature.   We 
think of nature as being read in tooth and claw, and so it’s a competitive 
relationship, it’s a dog-eat-dog world, right?  How often have you heard 
that phrase?  And usually they’re not talking about dogs are they?  
They’re talking about your fellow workers.  They’re talking about your 
fellow humans and they way they will eat your lunch if you don’t eat 
theirs first.   
 
The second form is complimentary.  Complimentary relationships in the 
ecosystem don’t affect one another; they each just, kind of, occupy the 
same space and they don’t really impact on another – they just do their 
thing, there’s not a direct influence one way or the other. 
 
Then the third form is supplementary, which is where one helps the 
other, and as a result of this help then they both flourish as a result of it; 
it’s a symbiotic relationship, and you can see how all these play out in 
your daily relationships, can’t you?  You can think of folks that you 
might consider yourself in competition with.  You can think of other 
folks that you just passed on the road and you think nothing twice of, 
and then still others that you feel inspired and led to help.   
 
I want you to imagine for a moment in those 3 categories which one of 
those sounds the most like Jesus.   Because Jesus is the last Adam – He’s 
the one who raises for us questions about how we live in the world that 
He has created and He has formed.   
 
When we think about competition, when we think about just kind of a 
distant coexistence or we think about helping, it raises all sorts of 
questions for you.  



How many of you grew up going fishing and eating the fish that you 
caught?  I didn’t get to do that.   The lakes we went to in Michigan had 
these signs on the edges of them and they talked about mercury levels in 
the water.   Because there was somewhere along the way you thought, 
“You know what?   We can dump this in, there is so much water, it’s not 
going to affect anything.”  Then all of a sudden it started affecting us and 
we said, “Whoo….maybe we shouldn’t do that anymore.” 
 
They just recently discovered a WWII aircraft carrier off the coast of San 
Francisco – actually, it’s almost straight out from Half Moon Bay if 
you’re familiar with California.    It is still radioactive from the Bikini at 
Holtest that they did following WWII.  Then when they realized that 
they could not make it not radioactive, they thought, “You know what?  
This is a great laboratory for more radioactive experiments.”  And you 
see pictures where the sailors are working on this ship in jeans and T-
shirts, and you can imagine what happened to them and to their 
children as a result from working on this ship, and they took the ship 
out and they used it for artillery practice and then they dropped it into 
the ocean and it is still radioactive at the bottom of the ocean.  And you 
wonder why we tell ourselves stories about monsters awoken from the 
depths of the ocean in response to radioactive tests. 
 
There’s all sorts of things that play into our relationship in the world; 
how are we going to live in this world?  Will we use things that we know 
pollute our environment?  Or will we use things that maybe pollute it 
less, or maybe have a potential for being renewable.   What does it look 
like for us to reconnect with the creation that we have always been a 
part of but sometimes we fool ourselves into thinking we’re not a part of 
it, we’re over it; these are questions that come to us from Genesis 2.   
 
And to find answers, I want to invite you to turn with me to Jeremiah 29.  
It’s page 823 in your red pew Bibles.   
 
Jeremiah 29 is writing and chronicling the experience of Israel in exile; 
it takes place in a time about 600 years before Christ.  Israel has been 
led captive into Babylon; they are prisoners.   They have no power.  
They have no influence.  Many of them died because of the war they 
fought.   But Jeremiah 29 reminds that all politics and all of life is local.   



You can think globally all you want, but the only place you can act is 
locally; so, Jeremiah 29, starting in verse 4: 
 
A letter to the exiles: “This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel 
says to all that carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon, ‘Build 
houses and settle down, plant gardens and eat what they produce. 
Marry and have sons and daughters and find wives for your sons and 
give daughters in marriage so that they too will have sons and 
daughters.  Increase in number there.   Do not decrease.  Also seek the 
peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile.  
Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.”   Yes, 
this is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Isreal says: “Do not let the 
prophets and diviners among you deceive you.  Do not listen to the 
dreams you encourage them to have.  They are prophesying lies to you 
in my name.  I have not sent them,” declares the Lord. 
 
This is what the Lord says:  “When seventy years are completed for 
Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my gracious promise to bring you 
back to this place.  For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the 
Lord, “Plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future.  (Somebody should put that on a graduation card!)  Then 
you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you.  
You will seek Me and find Me when you seek Me with all your heart.  I 
will be found by you,” declares the Lord. “And will bring you back from 
captivity.  I will gather you from all the nations and places where I have 
banished you,” declares the Lord. “and will bring you back to the place 
from which I carried you into exile.” 
 
When they are carried off into exile, there’s an immediate response to 
them that this is not what God has for us, we need to reject this, we need 
to fight against this, we need to do everything we can, and then here 
comes Jeremiah bearing maybe some bad news to them saying, “No 
actually, God is putting you in time out for awhile, and He wants you to 
think about and remember what He created you to do and to be, and so 
we’re going to remove this whole exercise of power from your plate for 
awhile, until you can learn how to handle power.  Instead, what I want 
you to do is, I want you to focus on being the original mankind I 
intended you to be, a picture of mankind that involves households and 
gardens, and having children and raising those children and marrying 



those children off and celebrating with grandchildren and praying for 
the peace and prosperity to the city for which I have carried you, 
because if it prospers, you too will prosper.  This is what life in exile is 
meant to be!  Don’t worry about the power aspect, worry about the 
faithfulness aspect.   Life faithfully in the place that I have called you to 
and here’s what that faithfulness looks like: it looks like gardens, it looks 
like marriage, it looks like peace, it looks like prosperity, it looks like 
children and grandchildren, it looks like enjoying the fruit of your labor. 
That’s what it looks like.”  Amazing how earthy and settled and rooted it 
is, isn’t it?   It’s not about some far off plan seventy years from that exile; 
it’s about the here and now in that moment. 
 
This promise in Jeremiah becomes the foundation for the Messianic 
hope when they look to a Messiah who would restore them, who would 
bring them back.  And what’s interesting is Peter picks up this language 
in the New Testament as well, in I Peter, chapter 2 he says: “Live such 
good lives among the pagans, that though they may accuse you of doing 
wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day He 
visits us.” 
 
It’s interesting that the New Testament authors pick up this theme of 
exile in the Old Testament and then they begin to use it to describe their 
lives after Resurrection, because they recognize that there is a Messiah 
who has come, and there is a Messiah who is returning, and in the 
meanwhile, it is calling them to live such good lives among the pagans; 
not pull back from the pagans, not in the way, not barricaded, not hiding 
out but instead to be in the world, faithfully living as Christ has revealed 
us to live.  This becomes a future hope. 
 
If you would turn with me to John 20, page 1136: We have just had the 
empty tomb, Jesus was crucified on what we call Good Friday, He was in 
the tomb on Saturday and then Sunday the tomb is empty!  And Mary 
goes to the tomb which is in the middle of a garden, which is kind of a 
hint, the author is saying: ‘Hey, here’s this big neon sign: Here, pay 
attention to this’.  The tomb is in a garden, and she goes in and she finds 
the tomb is empty and she sees angels sitting at either end and there is a 
space between them, the new Mercy Seat, replacing the temple, and 
then she comes out, she’s there and she’s devastated and then 
somebody asks her what’s wrong and you see in verse 14:  



At this she turned around and saw Jesus standing there; she sees Jesus 
standing there, but she didn’t realize it was Jesus, (again with this 
perception thing,  this eyesight thing.) ”Woman,” He said, “Why are you 
crying?  Who is it you are looking for?”  Thinking he was the gardner, 
she says, “Sir, if they have carried Him away, tell me where you have put 
Him and I will get Him.”  And then He says her name and she recognizes 
Him. 
 
It’s interesting that the author of John’s gospel says, “she thought Jesus 
was the gardener.”  Do we have any other famous gardeners in the 
scriptures?  Adam was a gardener.  Jesus is the last Adam.  The curse 
and the fall that came through the first Adam is undoing, he is restoring 
God’s creation; he is changing it.   
 
Paul picks up with this in Romans 8:18 (page 1184 if you want to turn 
there): 
 
“I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with 
the glory that will be revealed in us.  The creation waits in eager 
expectation for the sons of God to be revealed.  For the creation was 
subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of one 
who subjected it.”  So there’s a look, there’s a wait for revelation, there’s 
a future hope.  “And in hope that the creation itself will be liberated 
from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the 
children of God. 
 
We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of 
childbirth right up to the present time.  Not only so, but we ourselves, 
who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly 
for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.  For in this hope 
we are saved.  But hope that is seen is no hope at all.  Who hopes for 
what he already has?  But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we 
wait for it patiently.” 
 
We wait for it patiently in exile.  We look forward to this restoration; we 
look forward to a Savior’s return, but in the meanwhile, we…live…here. 
And the things Paul talks about in this passage, he talks about suffering, 
and he talks about this deep weakness, this groaning and moaning of the 
earth. 



What’s interesting is when you think of the word “passion”, it’s the 
things you’re willing to suffer for.  It’s the things you’re willing to be 
made weak for.  What Paul is talking about here is God’s passion for 
redeeming His creation – all of it, not just us;  all of it.  And it’s a future 
hope that we look forward to.  In the meanwhile we moan and groan 
along with creation because it’s not…here…yet. 
 
I don’t know about you, but when I look at things in the news, when I 
hear stories from families in our community and I look at some of the 
situations that some children grow up in, I am just broken and 
overwhelmed by it, and I don’t even know what to say to them, let alone 
what to say to God.  But there’s a comfort in this Romans 8 passage 
because it says even when we don’t have words to pray in those 
situations, the Holy Spirit prays on our behalf, because this is the Good 
News.  We don’t create the kingdom of God, we partner with God in the 
kingdom of God, because He has invited us to be co-creators, to 
celebrate this with Him, to look for the spots of beauty in the world to 
bring restoration, to bring reconciliation. 
 
We talked a couple of weeks ago about what it means to be 
ambassadors for Christ, bearing this Good News to the world around us, 
and being willing to suffer for that.  How now shall we live? 
 
This week kicks off a week in Huntington, the City of Huntington called, 
“Make It Shine Week.”  I don’t know about you, but when I look at the 
church calendar, there are lots of things on our calendar and I didn’t 
want to add one more to it.  But here’s what I would like you to 
consider:  Make it Shine Week begins with a simple premise:  It begins 
with the premise, “For the Love of Huntington.”  What are you willing to 
do for the love of Huntington and I would like to expand it to from just 
Huntington City to Huntington County because some of you don’t live 
within the city, and we love you too still! (laughter)  Even if we did 
consolidate all the schools and name it Huntington North, 
but….(laughter).  We recognize we have been called in this place and 
that God loves His creation, God is redeeming His creation and  
God loves Huntington!   
 
The question for us is, “What is our Passion?”  God suffered for 
Huntington.  God is suffering for Huntington.  His divine heart breaks 



when He sees what folks do to one another in Huntington, and it raises a 
question for us, “How do we live in light of the knowledge that God’s 
heart breaks and He wants to restore Huntington?”  Will we joint Him in 
that work or not. 
 
So here’s what I would like you to do:  Instead of us doing one project 
and pulling all of us together to do one thing to beautify our 
neighborhood, what I would like you to do is in a couple of minutes here 
to reflect on something in your property or in your neighborhood or 
wherever you might live, maybe it’s trash along the road that everyday 
when you drive to work you see it and it just frustrates the heck out of 
you that somebody threw their cup out there.  Take an hour this week 
and invest it where you live, planting gardens, bearing fruit, raising up 
households, putting things back together again the way they’re intended 
to be and invite your neighbors to join in that if they want, but the main 
thing is to do it yourself first and foremost, to live such good lives 
among your neighbors that even if they say bad things about you or they 
don’t believe the way you believe, that they would actually praise God 
that you’re in the neighborhood because they see you doing good works 
to the glory of God. 
 
This week when you sit down for that project do us a favor and take a 
picture of the before and the after and send it to us.  Because what I 
would like to do is I would like to see a huge collage of not one project 
that 60 of us did, but 60 projects that 2 and 3 of us did throughout 
Huntington County, because we’re talking about a movement of 
restoration and partnering with God in these things.  If you need help 
taking the pictures, we can show us and we can take the pictures for 
you, that’s no problem. But we want to see tangible blessing in our 
community through this week, and then we want to be able to celebrate 
that together when we get together next week.And I want to see those 
pictures, so this is where you’re going to help me create next week’s 
sermon because those pictures are going to go in a slide show, and we 
are going to celebrate together the work that we have done alongside of 
God in our community. 
 
So, let’s take a couple of minutes and if you’re here with a spouse or 
with family members, I want you to take a moment and ask them, “What 



should we do where we live?  What can we give an hour to this week?”  
If you want to give more than an hour, that’s okay too! 
Take a couple of minutes to reflect on that. 
 
So you all have a blank page in your bulletin for sermon notes - 
whatever you just talked about, write it down, key words, whatever you 
need to do to make sure it gets done.  It doesn’t matter if you’re here 
with us next week or not, we want to see this happen, we want to see 
our church be a place that invests in the place God has called them to. 
 
About 500 years ago, Martin Luther, you know this guy who kicked off 
the Protestant Reformation, that the German Reformed Church and the 
Lutheran Church and all the others where descended out of, about 500 
years ago there are some writings that he does where he talks about 
Armageddon, he talks about the end of the world and it’s interesting 
that he thought that the end of the world, he talks in several places, it 
might happen 100 years from now, it might happen 200 years from 
now, it might happen 300 years from now or it might be happening 
right now because of the war we are having with the Turks, and you see 
these kind of statement that he makes about the end of the world and it 
sounds familiar right?  Because there are lots of folks that predict the 
end of the world, next week, when it doesn’t happen next week it’s going 
to be next month and when it doesn’t happen next month, it will be 20 
years from now and when it doesn’t happen 20 years from now it will 
be 25 years from now. 
 
Scripture seems much more focused on living today and not worrying 
abut tomorrow, and Luther reveals this with a quote that’s attributed to 
him because he says, “Even if I knew the world would fall apart 
tomorrow, I would still plant my apple tree today.”  That’s a quote that’s 
attributed to him and it has it’s roots from a rabbi around 70 AD after 
Jerusalem and the temple have just been destroyed by the Romans and 
as his nation is mourning and he’s talking about this hope he has for the 
coming messiah and he says, “If they should come to you and you have a 
plant in your hand and they tell you the Messiah has come, plant the 
plant in your hand and then go welcome the Savior.”   
 
We believe that that Messiah came 2000 years ago, we believe that 
Messiah in His resurrection was mistaken for a gardener and that He is 



resurrecting His creation and His creatures, everyday looking forward 
to an eternity with Him where there is no more sin; there is no more 
brokenness; there is no more fracture, there are no more tears because 
the compassionate Lord has wiped them away from the faces of His 
people.  We look forward to that good hope and we live now in light of 
that promise.  May we trust in Jesus for that promise. 
 


