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 When Jesus had finished saying all this in the hearing of the 
people, he entered Capernaum.  There a centurion’s servant, whom his 
master valued highly, was sick and about to die.  The centurion heard of 
Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and 
heal his servant.  When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with 
him, “This man deserves to have you do this, because he loves our 
nation and has built our synagogue.”  So Jesus went with them. 
 He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to 
say to him: “Lord, don’t trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have 
you come under my roof.  That is why I did not even consider myself 
worthy to come to you.  But say the word, and my servant will be healed.  
For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me.  I tell 
this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes.  I say to 
my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 

When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the 
crowd following him, he said, “I tell you, I have not found such great 
faith even in Israel.”  Then the men who had been sent returned to the 
house and found the servant well. 

Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples 
and a large crowd went along with him.  As he approached the town 
gate, a dad person was being carried out – the only son of his mother, 
and she was a widow.  And a large crowd from the town was with her.  
When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, “Don’t 
cry.” 

Then he went up and touched the coffin, and those carrying it 
stood still.  He said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!”  The dead man sat 
up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother. 

They were all filled with awe and praised God.  “A great prophet 
has appeared among us,” they said.  “God has come to help his people.”  
This news about Jesus spread throughout Judea and the surrounding 
country. 



John’s disciples told him about all these things.  Calling two of 
them, he sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who was to 
come, or should be expect someone else?” 

When the men came to Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist sent us 
to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect 
someone else?’” 

At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses 
and evil spirits, and gave sight to many who were blind.  So he replied to 
the messengers, “Go back and report to John what you have seen and 
heard:  The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy 
are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is 
preached to the poor.  Blessed is the man who does not fall away on 
account of me.” 

After John’s messengers left, Jesus began to speak to the crowd 
about John:  “What did you go out into the desert to see?  A reed swayed 
by the wind?  If not, what did you go out to see?  A man dressed in fine 
clothes?  No, those who wear expensive clothes and indulge in luxury 
are in palaces.  But what did you go out to see?  A prophet?  Yes, I tell 
you, and more than a prophet.  This is the one about whom it is written: 

 
“I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your 

way before you.” 
 

I tell you, among those born of women there is no one greater than John; 
yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he. 
 (All the people, even the tax collectors, when they heard Jesus’ 
words, acknowledged that God’s way was right, because they had been 
baptized by John.  But the Pharisees and experts in the law rejected 
God’s purpose for themselves because they had not been baptized by 
John.) 
 To what, then, can I compare the people of this generation?  What 
are they like?  They are like children sitting in the marketplace and 
calling out to each other: 
  
 “We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a 
dirge, and you did not cry.” 
 
For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and 
you say, ‘He has a demon.’  The Son of Man came eating and drinking, 



and you say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors 
and “sinners.” ‘ But wisdom is proved right by all her children.” 
 
Sermon: 
 
We are picking up again with our series through the gospel of Luke and 
as we’re coming off of Easter Sunday and a wonderful celebration of the 
resurrection, we want to begin to notice that the life that Jesus lived, and 
the cross and the resurrection is the same life that He lived everyday of 
His life; this is not just something that changed in the end, but this is 
who He was at the very core of His being as a representative of God’s 
will and what He was doing. 
 
For those of you who like to read ahead the next week’s sermon and you 
want to know that passage, it’s my fault it is not in the bulletin, it is 
going to be through the end of Chapter 7, so if you want to make a note 
of that so you can read through this week, you are welcome to do that.  
 
But to start this morning, we go back to my third and fifth grade science 
classes.  So, if we could bring up that first image – what do we have 
here?  This is the solar system, correct? And you see how everything is 
nice, neat and tidy; this is known as a heliocentric solar system meaning 
that the planets revolve around the sun; we can all agree on that, right?  
Okay?   
 
Now you will realize that there are rings, right?  These rings – are those 
rings really out in space?  No, that’s just to show us what?  The clear 
orbital path of the celestial bodies, correct?  So we see how all of them 
have their own path, and they just kind of move that way, some are at 
kind of weird angles.  This is just some of the wonders as a young child I 
begin to think about the bigness of our universe, and it was pretty mind-
blowing to all of a sudden as a third or fifth grader realize that my 
perspective here on earth was not accurate, because, silly me, I thought 
that the sun rotated around the earth, and we had a geocentric universe, 
because that’s all I could see was my positioning, that’s my perspective 
on what it was.   
 
Now what’s even more incredible then, is if you were to continue on and 
you would move beyond fifth grade science and understanding of the 



universe, you would come to a deeper appreciation of the universe, and 
to illustrate that – I want to pull up a model (if we could get that cued up 
and play that video clip).  This is what that diagram actually plays out as 
in the universe.  
 
So, what you actually see in our universe is the sun is not stationary 
either; it is traversing through the Milky Way galaxy, which in turn as 
one of thousands of galaxies is also moving throughout vast expanses of 
the universe and God’s creation. It’s kind of mind-boggling to think how 
that works, and so instead of concentric circles, what you end up with is 
what’s known as a helix; If you’ve ever seen a strand of DNA and that 
twisted ribbon - that’s a helix.  It’s amazing to think about how just 
understanding that the sun moves, changes the whole model and  the 
understanding we have of the universe; it is incredible how big creation 
is!  And it has a way of making us feel very small when we reflect on 
that, which is maybe one reason why we don’t reflect on it very often.  
But, when we see this, when we understand this, it changes our 
perspective of what’s really going on.  
 
So right now, you all are sitting very still in your pews, right? No!  You’re 
actually hurling through space at thousands of miles an hour right now.  
That’s kind of weird, isn’t it?   So when you tell your kid to sit still, they 
can’t.   (laughter) 
 
So, what does this have to do with Jesus?  Well, you see, here’s the thing 
about Jesus – as Christians we confess that Jesus is the revelation of the 
hidden God, the invisible God.  This is something that Paul writes about 
in his epistles; it’s something that comes through in the letter to the 
Hebrews; it’s something that John references in his opening of his 
gospel, (if we could pull up that icon real quick) – Jesus is the revealer of 
God.   
 
Throughout church history they have tried to communicate things about 
Jesus through different things.  You’ll notice if you’ve ever seen portraits 
of Jesus, He’s often doing this little gang sign with His hand, right? Not a 
gang sign – it’s His right hand because it’s a blessing and then you’ll 
notice in this one, He has 3 fingers together in reference to the triune 
nature of God, that God is an eternal loving community and then you’ll 
notice that He has 2 other fingers together as well.  What do you think 



that might be in reference to?  That’s in reference to Him, Himself.  In 
His nature, He has a divine nature and a human nature together.  What 
this means is as we confess this as Christians, what we are saying is that 
Jesus reveals to us the heart of the Living God.  That if you’ve ever 
wondered what God is like, you look to Jesus as revealed in the gospels, 
and as revealed in your lived experience with the resurrected Christ.   
It’s something that can be boiled down to as simply as this:  God is at 
least as nice as Jesus.   
 
If you ever catch yourself setting up a distinction between God and 
Jesus, you’re actually straying outside of historic orthodox.  When we 
say Jesus reveals God, what we are saying is that Jesus’ primary mission,  
when He says in John 3:16  “I’ve come to save the world, not condemn 
the world. I’ve come that they might have life”  that’s the primary 
mission,  salvation – to save.   
 
In all the statements that we make about the divine character can be 
weighed against the life and teachings of Jesus.   Jesus becomes the lens 
that helps us better understand our perspective on the divine.  It’s not 
that the divine changes, it’s that our understanding of the divine gets 
clearer and more accurate.   
 
Jesus reveals to us that the triune God is a compassionate God – a god 
who is self-giving.   There’s a reason why He uses that phrase of the 
Good Shepherd.   The good shepherd lays down his life for his sheep.  
We see this and we celebrate this with Good Friday and Resurrection 
Sunday;  often that compassion then led into loving action.   
 
Now on Easter Sunday, we talked a little bit about boundaries, and we 
talked about bounded sets and I laid out a diagram here of the Temple.  
We talked about how the cross tears down the dividing wall of hostility 
between Jew and Greek, slave and free, between male and female, that 
in Christ, all these boundaries fall away, whereas before there used to be 
these nice, neat and tidy concentric circles of holiness where only the 
Holy of Holies at the very center was the true house of God.  We see, 
instead, Jesus laying out a picture of God that says, “No, God is not just 
here, He is there, and there and here.”  The way Paul says it is, “God is 
one in whom we move and have our very being.  There’s no escaping the 
presence of God.” 



What is then a factor is whether or not we are aware of that presence, 
whether or not we are paying attention to that presence, whether or not 
we are seeing that presence through all the midst of confusion of our 
life.   
 
So, Jesus shows up on the scene and when He shows up on the scene  
there are all sorts of expectations of what it means for Him to be the 
Messiah, for Him to be the Christ.  He is expected to come to be the 
savior of Israel.  You catch that language there from the crowd when 
they mentioned that God himself has come to help His people.  So right 
there, you see there’s a boundary set up between His people and those 
who are not His people.   
 
So, the idea from the very beginning is that there are boundaries that 
were laid out and established, that these boundaries are fixed – these 
are what we call bounded sets!  Bounded sets are a mathematical term 
that talks about there being a clearly defined boundary.  You can see – 
the white dots are in – where are the blue dots?  Out!  If you are not in, 
you are out!  A bounded set is static, it is fixed; there is no changing.  The 
blue dot cannot become the white dot, or it cannot remain a blue dot 
and become a white dot; there’s a distinction, there’s a boundary there.  
There’s an outsider and an insider.  The insider is in and it is out. 
 
What else do we know about static?  It tends to be very transactional, 
and it sets up locations.  Because, again, if it’s in or out, we talked last 
week if this Temple is Bethel and it’s known as God’s house, we are 
saying, “This is God’s house” then what are we saying about that over 
there?  It is not God’s house.   So we draw distinctions.   Now, bounded 
sets are oftentimes very helpful for us in life.  It’s not that bounded sets 
are themselves bad or unnecessary; in fact, I am very glad that we have 
a bounded set in Indiana that says, if you have not passed your driving 
test, and had so many hours of driving  and did not get one of these 
licenses, you are not allowed to drive.  That’s a good bounded set; it 
keeps a lot of us safer than we would be otherwise.  Or the bounded set 
that says, you are on the Michigan football team or you are just a fan 
who wishes you were. It is better for the product on the field that I am 
not on the Michigan football team! That’s just the way it goes.   
 



Bounded sets have a place in our reality, in our lived experience.  But 
what’s interesting then is we can take these bounded sets and we can 
miss out on what Jesus might be doing, so when we talk about in and 
out, we talk about location and there’s also the nature of this. 
 
Now, what can happen in a bounded set is a bounded set can have an 
opening for crossing that barrier, and its very transactional.  Meaning, 
it’s a one-time thing.  So if one of these blue dots realizes that the 
answer is really inside the circle, and decide that they want to become a 
white dot, there is a one-time change in their life, they cross that line, 
there is no re-crossing the Rubicon; they cross that line and now they 
are in and everyone else is still out.  Transactional; they did something 
to cross that line; they received something to cross that line.   
 
Alright so, where this gets a wrench thrown into it – bounded sets, if you 
really want a picture of how they work – fencing. If you think about it in 
terms of fencing, you know where your property ends and where your 
neighbor’s property begins, based on the fence, right?  You hope!  
Sometimes you go back and you survey and you find out somebody built 
the fence on your land because it was a great way of expanding their 
property, add an extra 2 feet.   But fences make it clear to us of where 
the boundary is, and you know when you come to the fence, you have a 
choice – you either stay outside the fence or you cross the fence, right?  
One way or the other there’s something to that. 
 
Now, in terms of American farming, there are various approaches to it, 
but one of them is to set up a fence around your property, and it keeps 
your animals in and keeps other animals out. You know who belongs 
and who doesn’t belong and if there’s a hole in the fence, it’s a threat to 
the safety of everyone on the inside.   Okay. unless it’s a controlled fence 
like a gate.   
 
Let’s look at Luke’s gospel now:  Luke chapter 7: 
 
Jesus has been working a ministry throughout.  He has been focused 
exclusively on Israel  to this point, even though there are some promises 
that Luke has eluded to that it’s going to expand a little bit.  And what 
we see happening in this episode is we see Jesus interacting with 
several individuals – we see Him interacting with the centurion, we see 



Him interacting with a funeral procession, we see Him interacting with 
2 disciples from John and then with the larger crowd all  throughout 
this.  The crowd is always in the background, because when Jesus is 
having His arguments and debates, when He is saying these things, He is 
not just focused on the individual He is engaged with.   He is saying it so 
all can hear because all need to see this. 
 
So, the first episode, Jesus is there, He’s hanging out and doing things 
that Jesus does and then a group of devout Jewish leaders come to Him, 
and they say, “This Roman centurion has a sick servant and he deserves 
you come heal him.” 
 
Now if you remember from the concentric circles we had earlier, the 
Roman centurion would be out here in terms of the Temple, they don’t 
mention that he is a convert to Judaism.  He’s got some sympathies to it 
though, right? Because he paid for the synagogue in town; he’s done 
some good things for them and it says that he loves our nation.  So, 
maybe, maybe he’s sympathetic to the cause and he’s starting to 
convert.  He can still only come into here.   The Jewish leaders who come 
to Jesus would be in here – in this inner circle of blue. because that is 
where they would be allowed from.   
 
So these insiders are coming to Jesus and saying, “Even though he’s an 
outsider, he deserves your help too, because he’s a good guy, he’s 
alright, he’s one of us, even though he’s not one of us”  because what do 
we know about Roman centurions, what’s there job?   They’re in the 
military, right?  Where’s the Roman military at that time?  In the land of 
Israel and Palestine, right?  What’s the Roman military doing at that 
time?  Occupying!  This is the occupation!  How many of you would say 
that the occupying soldier deserves mercy from Israel’s Messiah, the 
one who’s supposed to deliver them from the Romans?  It doesn’t work 
out in the math.  If the expectation is that Jesus is going to come in and 
kick Roman butt, He can’t go around healing Roman soldier servants – 
that doesn’t work in the math.    
 
So what we see right from the beginning – what’s Jesus response?  No it 
doesn’t fit in my job description!  No!  He picks up and he starts going to 
the guy’s house.  Notice He doesn’t debate with them about whether the 
guy deserves it, right?  It’s almost like Jesus doesn’t even hear that part 



of the argument.  So He begins to go to the house and on the way to the 
house, it’s interesting that the centurion sends other servants who 
aren’t sick and says, “You know what?  I don’t deserve you to even step 
foot in my home.” This guy knows Jewish customs.   If Jesus goes into a 
Gentile’s home, He would be considered “unclean, unworthy”.  He would 
actually move from that inner circle to the outer circle because of 
fellowshipping with the Gentiles.   Clear boundaries!  You just don’t do 
it!  It doesn’t matter what your intentions or motives are, you just don’t 
do it! 
 
“I am unworthy to have you in my home, but I as a military commander 
have men under my authority and I know that when I say ‘go’, they go 
and when I say ‘come’ they come, and you have that same sort of 
authority.  I know that if you just say the word, my servant will be 
healed.”  And Jesus is taken aback.   There are a few moments in 
scripture where Jesus gets surprised.   
 
One is with the centurion, and He proclaims, “I haven’t found greater 
faith than this in all of Israel.”  Jesus is making  a statement there.   A 
bounded set says Israel is only capable of faith and Jesus is saying, “This 
guy outside has more faith than anyone I found on the inside yet.”  
Whoo!!  He’s pushing some boundaries – He’s making some people 
uncomfortable.  And then you’ll know in the story that the manservant 
is healed in that moment they find out.  He goes out – there’s a response 
to this man’s humility – there’s a healing that goes out from that; in that 
moment.   Jesus pushes and moves boundaries.  
 
He leaves there and He goes to the small town of Nain.  Nain is a small 
village and there is a widow there.  She is now not just a widow but she 
has also lost her only son.   
 
What is significant is back in that day and age is they didn’t have Social 
Security, they didn’t have pensions – you depended on your children for 
taking care of you in your old age.  With that, what we’re effectively 
realizing is this woman as a widow, as someone who has lost her 
children, would be recognized by Israel as being on the outside, that she 
is suffering some sort of tremendous burden that has been placed on 
her by God, and she is really being sentenced to death in a lot of ways 
because she doesn’t have any means of support.  It’s a horrible, horrible 



situation.  But here’s the thing, if you’re worried about holiness and 
being able to stay here, you can’t touch dead bodies; dead bodies are 
unclean and unholy.  We all agree with that, right?  You don’t touch dead 
bodies, right?  You don’t do that.   
 
Jesus walks up to the funeral procession, and what’s interesting is they 
didn’t even ask Him to come.  He just happened to be there, He was 
crossing paths, you know the downtown intersection and He sees this 
funeral procession and it says that he had great compassion on her.  The 
word there literally means He was moved in His guts with concern for 
her.   
 
Compassion is that sort of thing when you see somebody’s situation, you 
are torn up until you do something to try and rectify it.  That’s what 
compassion does; it rips us up so that we can be merciful, and Jesus 
walks up to the funeral procession and He touches the casket.  I don’t 
know about you, but if you walked up to a funeral procession that 
Bailey-Love was doing, then you touch the casket, it’s going to be really 
weird for a moment because nobody’s going to know who you are and 
whether or not to call the cops.    Jesus pushes boundaries, He makes 
people uncomfortable and He gradually expands the circle.   
 
With the centurion, He didn’t just cross the distance of healing the 
servant, He also crossed a geopolitical situation of being willing to go to 
the centurion’s home, being willing to fellowship with him.  Even when 
this man says, “He’s not worthy,” Jesus recognizes his confession of 
faith.   What we see here is Jesus doesn’t even need to be asked to be 
compassionate, He is compassionate; it’s the very fiber of His being that 
John later confesses, “God is love”, he probably has episodes like this in 
mind where Jesus, moved with compassion, drives into a new action.  He 
touches the casket, the man is raised and begins to talk.  It’s interesting, 
because not even death is a boundary for this guy.  He doesn’t care 
about death.  He handled death.   
 
What’s interesting then, you just had these 2 miraculous things take 
place and then who shows up on the scene?  John the Baptist who’s in 
prison for his testimony that Jesus is the Messiah and God is doing 
something new for His people.  Who’s in prison for that, who’s in prison 
for critiquing the king, sends messengers, “Are you the one we have 



been waiting for or not?”  Realize all along John has been confessing, 
“This is the Messiah, Jesus is the one, He is the one we have been waiting 
for. “  He understands this, he knows this.   What happened that caused 
him to question it?  
 
Well, if you assume that Luke has an agenda in how he writes the gospel, 
when Jesus declares that the Roman centurion has greater faith than 
anyone in Israel, when Jesus goes around touching dead people, and 
crossing all sorts of boundaries, He’s Israel’s Messiah, He’s not supposed 
to be doing this!  Any self-respecting Messiah would not find himself 
being caught dead doing these things, but Jesus pushes the boundaries.  
He pushes them further and further out and ultimately what happens is 
He makes John the Baptist uncomfortable.   
 
“Am I sitting in prison for this guy? Is this really the one?  Did I get it 
wrong?”  We have those moments don’t we?   We have absolute 
certainty that we’re right, we’re excited, we just made that step, we just 
made that exciting adventure and then all the adrenalin wears off and 
all of a sudden you’re wondering, “Whooo, is that the right decision?  
Did I do the right thing?” And you go back and you begin to rethink it 
and all these things. 
 
So it’s natural that John sends his messengers to question.  John the 
Baptist begins to question this, and Jesus’ response is what?  (look at 
this this is amazing!)  
 
Luke 7, verse 20:   
 When the men came to Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist sent us 
to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect 
someone else?’”  “I mean, come on!  John’s in prison for you!  You should 
really let him know if he needs to or not be there for you.”    
 
At that very time, Jesus had cured many who had diseases, sicknesses 
and evil spirits and gave sight to many who were blind.  He doesn’t even 
answer him!  It’s like Jesus gets this question and then He says, “Hold on 
a sec, I gotta go heal some people.”  And then He heals this mass and it’s 
just this one throw away verse in there, right? And then He turns back to 
them and He says, “Go back to John and tell him what you have seen and 
heard.” He doesn’t give a straight answer, does He?  John has all these 



expectations of what the Messiah is going to be like.  When you read the 
sorts of things that John was saying and what he expected the Messiah 
to do, Jesus doesn’t fit the bill! 
 
An then Jesus cites Isaiah 35 and the other promises of Isaiah to say:  
“The blind will see, the lame will be healed, the deaf will hear, and the 
raising of the dead.”  All of these things He points to as evidence – you 
draw your own conclusion!  You’ve seen this, you’ve heard this, you’ve 
seen these folks?  Use your eyes!  You draw your conclusion.   And then 
He says, “Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of Me.” 
 
Fall away is a fun word, okay? You’re going to learn some Greek – 
Skandalizo, okay?  Skandalizo…. All together…..Skandalizo.  there might 
be an English word in there.  If you drop off about half of it – scandal!   
“Blessed is the man who is not scandalized on account of Me; blessed is 
the man who does not stumble because of Me.”  Jesus is recognizing that 
what He is doing, pushes people, it makes them uncomfortable, and then 
He turns around to the crowd and He says: He just totally affirms John 
the Baptist.  Even though John has doubts, He affirms him and says, “In 
all of history, there has not been a greater one born than John the 
Baptist, but the least in the kingdom of God is greater than John the 
Baptist.”  Oh, interesting!   Says the crowd that responds to that, and 
when they respond, the people who had been baptized by John the 
Baptist rejoice because they recognize that God’s way is right. 
 
The Pharisees who have not been baptized by John at that point  
rejected it, and you see this contrast – the people who would be “inner 
circle”, the Pharisees, are rejecting.  The folks on the fringe, the sinners, 
the tax collectors, the prostitutes, are considered “in”, they’re closer.  
 
How does that work with boundaries?  What if Jesus doesn’t just push 
boundaries?  What if Jesus transcends boundaries?   What if Jesus erases 
boundaries?  If we’re not talking about bounded sets and fences, maybe 
we can talk about a different way of looking at it.   So if we could bring 
up our centered set 5:   
 
Centered set – do you see a boundary there?  Look closely – do you see a 
boundary?  Okay!  Centered sets.   
 



Centered sets are oriented around a center; hence the name centered 
set – very creative in the Math Department.   A centered set defines in 
and out, not by a fixed boundary, but by orientation to the center.   Are 
you moving closer to the center, or are you moving farther away from 
the center?  You’ll see that there’s some trajectory here; there’s some 
movement going on, there’s some motion; it’s not static and it’s not 
fixed.  It moves around  - it’s dynamic, and with being dynamic what we 
look at is not in and out, but we look at nearer and farther when we are 
describing where things in a centered set.   There’s a trajectory piece to 
it and ultimately, the way that you describe – you start using words like 
nearer and farther – you are not talking in a transactional sense, you’re 
talking in a relational sense.   You define the location in relationship to 
the other things in the image.   
 
A centered set asks the question – are you moving closer to the center?  
Are you moving further away from the center?  It doesn’t ask, “where 
did you start?” it asks, “where are you going?”  And when it asks those 
things you realize quickly, their still blue and white, right?   There’s still 
an element of in an out, but in and out is not defined by boundary.  In 
and out is defined by orientation to the center.  Are you following the 
center?  Are you pursuing the center or something else?   There’s 
movement to it. 
 
What happens if the blue dot on the furthest edge begins to start moving 
to the center?  What would we do to change this diagram?  We would 
put an arrow on it, and change it to white and we now show it’s 
reversed directions heading to the center.   
 
What happens if a white dot, very close to the center begins to move 
away from the center?  How would we represent that?   It would 
become blue and would begin moving out, and all of a sudden, that 
which was at the center is actually further in relationship from the 
center than the one on the edge; the dynamic switches.   
 
So, when Jesus says, “No one in the history of humankind is greater than 
John the Baptist, but the least in the kingdom of God is greater than John 
the Baptist.”  John the Baptist at that moment is questioning, he’s 
doubting, he’s veering away, and what Jesus is saying is, “Anyone who 
has even taken a step, the prostitute doesn’t matter, towards the center, 



is actually closer.   It’s a different perspective and framing on it, but it 
begins to make so much sense with what Jesus does throughout His 
entire life and earthly ministry.  He’s constantly crossing boundaries 
and barriers; He’s constantly inviting people to follow Him.   He is 
constantly coming to help His people, to bring healing to them to open 
their eyes so they can see the work of God in their midst; oftentimes 
they get scandalized by this. 
 
The question is relation to Christ.  The centurion’s faith is greater than 
anyone in Israel; that only works in the centered set, it doesn’t work in 
the bounded set.  Yes!  It is a boundary to Christ because Christ moves 
across those boundaries.  One of the most profound things that God 
reveals to us in Jesus is that Jesus loves the world as it is, the real world; 
He meets people where there at, in the funeral procession.  He is willing 
to meet the centurion in the centurion’s home.  He is willing to go to the 
home of a Pharisee; He is willing to go to the home of a tax collector.  
Christ loves the world as it is. the real world.  That’s the world that He 
engages, and redeems and transforms. 
 
Bonhoeffer writes about it this way – “The abyss of God’s love swallows 
up the abyss of the world’s godlessness.”   
 
Jesus wipes out the boundaries that we set up and instead asks the 
question, which in a way creates another boundary – “What are you 
going to do with Me?  Will you be scandalized by Me and reject the work 
of God in your midst or will you join in with that work.”   And He 
laments this doesn’t he?   He goes on after He has explained about John 
the Baptist and He goes on to talk about this generation; this generation 
can never by satisfied.   “John comes they say he has a demon, I come 
they say I am a drunkard and a glutton.”  They can’t ever be happy they 
always have to be cynical, they are always refusing and they are always 
rejecting what’s going on.   
 
What’s amazing then, is that Jesus begins to define things differently and 
in a new way.   Now this is eternal life, “That they may know you, the 
one true God and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”  That is not a 
boundary statement; that is a centered statement – it’s relational.   It’s 
about being in a relationship with the living God through Jesus – that’s 
what eternal life is.  It is something that begins here and now and echoes 



on, beyond, but the focus is the here and now, knowing God and Jesus 
whom He has sent, NOW!  Relationship.  
 
If a fence was a symbol of a bounded set, the symbol of a centered set is 
this – a well and Jesus says, “Any man who comes to Me and drinks, 
streams of living water will run out of him.” 
 
The big ranches out west, they don’t put up fences; it’s kind of 
considered meaningless, but they have wells and they have watering 
holes and it’s amazing because that’s where they move the herd to; it’s 
about the life, the water and so they take them there.   This is exactly the 
sort of thing that Jesus is coming to us with.   When He makes a simple 
statement to us that says, “Follow Me, take and drink!”  Let that life flow 
out of you to others around you.   Let this kingdom movement bubble up 
from inside and spread to a world that is thirsty and in need of it.   
 
You don’t need to worry about mending the fences.  In fact, I would 
rather you start taking them down, start taking down the dividing wall 
of hostility, but instead dig wells that anyone can come to and drink 
from and receive life from.   
 
Praise God because He has come to help His people!  He’s dug a well – 
now we can drink! Now we can be saved, now we can be healed.   
“Follow Me” Jesus simply proclaims like a drumbeat.   “Follow Me.” 
 
“Wisdom is justified by her children” is what He wraps up this section 
with.  “Follow Me and you won’t know if I was the Messiah until you get 
to the end and you see the fruit of a life lived following Me.”  That’s 
when you know, when you experience the joy, when you experience the 
peace, when you experience the love, when you experience the 
reconciliation, when you experience the reunion, when you experience 
the resurrection, then you know, and you realize that all along that Jesus 
is the Messiah!  He is Lord!  And the proof is in the pudding.   
 
One of the major shifts in those 2 models of the solar system that we 
looked at this morning is that one recognizes that the sun itself is also 
moving through the universe.   
 



And I say to you this – when Jesus says, “Follow Me” it’s because He’s on 
the move.  He’s has a mission.  It’s an invitation to join in and walk with.   
 
So the question becomes – when you look at your life, maybe you 
crossed a boundary years and years ago for baptism or you prayed a 
prayer and you responded to that Billy Graham message, you responded 
to that pastor’s sermon – that’s a good part of your spiritual journey, but 
maybe for a long time you’ve been hanging out just inside that 
boundary.  Jesus is inviting you to go deeper – He’s inviting you to 
pursue the center where He is.   
 
He’s on the move!  He’s inviting you to follow.  He’s inviting you to 
become a well.   
 
Are there fences and boundaries in your life that need mended or torn 
down?   Are there ruptures in a relationship; are there hurts that need 
healing? Are there places where you need to say, “No, you’re made in 
the image of God too, God has reconciled us, let’s figure out what that 
looks like. “  Are there places in your life, your sphere of influence that 
need well, that are dry and dusty and thirsty?  Do you think that Jesus 
will help you dig a well there to bring new life?  He promises streams of 
living water, if we come and we drink, but we have to come and drink. 
 
And so the question, just like that model of the universe that we looked 
at is, “Where are you in relationship to the sun?  Are you following or 
are you holding back?  Are you questioning, “Are you the one I’ve been 
waiting for or should I wait for someone else?”  That’s the question for 
us, each and everyday, will we follow.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


