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 Then he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, 
and he goes to him at midnight and says, ‘Friend, lend me three 
loaves of bread, because a friend of mine on a journey has 
come to me, and I have nothing to set before him.  
 Then the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me.  The door 
is already locked, and my children are with me in bed.  I can’t 
get up and give you anything.’  I tell you, though he will not get 
up and give him the bread because he is his friend, yet because 
of the man’s boldness he will get up and give him as much as he 
needs. 
 So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and 
you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  For 
everyone who asks receives, he who seeks finds and to him 
who knocks, the door will be opened. 
 Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give 
him a snake instead?  Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a 
scorpion?  If you then, though you are evil, know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in 
heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 
 
SERMON: 
 
Now over the past year, some of you, especially those of you 
who are Facebook friends with us, know that my wife and I 
have taken two cats into our home, and I have learned a lot as 
we have been hanging our with these cats over the last year!  
One of the things I’ve been learning (speaking to someone, he 
says, “would you please assist me and hang on very tightly to 



that – it’s very important that you do not lose that, alright?  
Okay”) One of the things that I have learned from them is (“you 
might want to catch that or it’s going to catch you!”)  So, one of 
the things that I have learned in talking with them, talking with 
the cats, oh boy!  We are starting off great this morning, aren’t 
we?  (Laughter) 
 
One of the things I have learned in observing the cats and 
observing people who are with our cats (“did we lose our slack, 
you might want to catch that, Sherry if you want to help us out 
there”) going to wrap around, make sure we catch everybody 
here and feel free to use your hands, so you don’t need to just 
passively take it.  But one of the things that I have observed 
over the time and over the playfulness of these cats is that 
there are many folks around us who want to make sure that we 
have everything and anything that has ever had a cat printed 
on it over the years.  We get all sorts of gifts, and we enjoy 
these gifts, because what these gifts mean is that the person 
who is giving them to us loves us and cares about us and they 
know that we love and care about our cats and so they want to 
make sure that we get a gift with that. 
 
So what happens then is we end up with all sorts of toys for the 
cats to play with in the house, all sorts of things, just random 
things, things that I would never think to buy but somehow 
end up on my doorstep and along the way.  (I’m getting tangled 
up here!) 
 
And what I’ve discovered is the cats really don’t care! 
(Laughter) they don’t!  We have one toy that the cats had when 
they were kittens and it used to be a mouse on an elastic string; 
it’s no longer on the elastic string because one of the cats 
destroyed it!  And as a result then of this destruction then is we 
have this mouse and nothing hanging on to it, so I blew out one 



of my shoelaces playing basketball and so I took an old 
shoelace and I tied it onto the mouse thinking, well now they’ll 
be able to play with the mouse again, right?  No!  They don’t 
care about the mouse; they want to play with the old shoelace!  
I could have just gave them the shoelace the whole time and 
they would have been totally okay with this, they would have 
been totally content having just a shoelace to play with, (hang 
on tight!)  They don’t really need much!  When we open up a 
gift for them, you know what they play with?  The wrapping! 
The box, they don’t really care about the rest of it, that’s just 
the way it goes, right?  And we understand this too; we’re the 
same way, right?  We’re not that different than cats and dogs, 
are we, when we get right down to those kinds of things. 
 
Whenever we think about Christmastime, there’s a great 
anticipation and buildup, we’re looking forward to the gifts, 
especially when you were a kid, remember?  You got to sit on 
Santa’s lap and you made that request and you were super-
excited that just maybe, just maybe you would get the very 
thing (Laughter) you were hoping for and asking for!  But what 
happened in that moment as a kid, oftentimes especially when 
you were a young kid, you would open up the gift and then 
sometimes the kid would be just as fascinated with the box, 
wouldn’t they?  It happens doesn’t it?  But there’s times when 
we forget that too, don’t we? 
 
There’s times when we forget that sometimes the things we 
think will bring us satisfaction in life aren’t things that really 
matter the most to us, they’re not the things that really bring us 
joy and satisfaction and happiness, they’re not the things that 
help us get through this world with greater joy and peace and 
belonging and a sense of all these things, but it doesn’t stop us 
from asking about them, does it?  (Don’t worry back row, I got 
you!)   



Alright, in fact oftentimes we kind of fool ourselves into 
thinking that if we get that job, if we get that house, if we get 
that car, if we get that spouse, if we get that family with the 
white picket fence and the freshly cut grass, then all of these 
things will be ours in abundance and we will be totally 
satisfied!  But if you’re like me, what you’ve experienced in life 
is as you begin to grow into those things, you begin to take 
them for granted as well, don’t you?  You begin to think about, 
well not just that car, what about the neighbor’s car, that one’s 
really nice, he’s got power windows and he’s got power 
steering and everything else, and so we want to get upgrades 
for ours, and so what we find is this accumulation of things 
doesn’t really bring us the satisfaction that we’ve hoped for 
along the way.  And it’s really easy for us to fall into a trap 
along the way of this, too.   
 
I mean, a lot of you are parents here, I do not have the privilege 
of being a parent, and I ultimately commend and respect you 
because there are moments when you deal with this, isn’t 
there?  When you are raising your family, you know what I’m 
talking about!  When it involves going to the mall, and they 
have that little kiosk with all of those dollar items, five-dollar 
items, seven-dollar items, perfectly marketed at eye level to 
who?  Yeah!  And you know that you’re kid is going to break 
that toy helicopter in the 30 seconds it takes you to get from 
the kiosk to the car.  But what do you hear?  “But I want it!”  
And then when that doesn’t work, “But I need it!”  Right?  And 
then we get some real negotiating going on playing hardball, 
“But I thought you loved me!”  (Laughter)  Then we escalate 
from words to physical reactions, maybe the face starts to get 
red, the jaw begins to clench up and maybe even tears start 
streaming down the face and the fists get clenched and we 
throw or hit whatever is near things that are nearby and we 
say things just to hurt the other person and I’m told even kids 



do this!  (Laughter)  Because we also know that sometimes we 
adults struggle with this too, don’t we?   
 
What happens when we don’t get what we want, and how do 
we deal with that sort of disappointment, and dealing with all 
of these things, what happens oftentimes is when we read a 
passage like this, in the back of our minds, our culture has kind 
of pictured God as this cosmic vending machine, that if you put 
the right prayers in, you get exactly what you want because 
that’s what this passage says, right?  “If you ask, seek and 
knock, God will give you whatever you want”, right?  That’s 
what the passage says!  Well, not quite!  We want to take this in 
context, and when we look at this passage in the context of 
what’s going on around it in Luke’s gospel, we realize that the 
Lord is far more interested in what we really need, a better 
portion for us.  We get satisfied with small things along the 
way, but there’s something more, there’s something greater for 
us, there’s something that we can really live into that changes 
the way we look at everything. 
 
So, if you’re not there already, turn with me to Luke, chapter 
11.  In Luke, chapter 11 we find Jesus responding to a request 
from His disciples; they are asking Him, “Lord, teach us to pray 
the way that John the Baptist taught his disciples to pray.”  And 
so Jesus gives them a prayer:  “When you pray, you pray like 
this: Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come.” 
 
Then in Luke’s gospel He continues and goes on with, “Give us 
this day our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, for we also 
forgive everyone who sins against us, and lead us not into 
temptation.”   
 
So when we are talking about the prayer that Jesus teaches His 
disciples, when you pray, pray like this, it’s focusing on the 



Father; it’s focusing on the Father’s name being hallowed or 
made holy and being glorified, and it’s focusing on kingdom 
come, on earth as it is in heaven, is the way that Matthew 
elaborates on that.  With daily bread, bread enough for today, 
with forgiveness and with deliverance for us, and then 
immediately, immediately Jesus launches into a story, and He 
tells a story, “Imagine that!”  That’s how it really opens up 
there, the Richard version of translating the Greek there! 
 
Imagine that, a man was in bed at home at midnight, and he 
hears his neighbor call at the door, ‘Friend, come help me, 
because a longtime friend, an old buddy from college has just 
gotten off the road and I have nothing to present him with.  I 
need three loaves of bread.  And imagine that the man in bed 
would say, ‘I can’t help you!  It’s midnight, the door is locked, 
I’m in bed with my kids, I have nothing to give you, go away!’ 
No!  You can’t imagine that!  Even if he can’t get out of bed for 
the sake of their friendship, he’ll get out of bed for the sake of 
his boldness or persistence.  If you dig back into the Greek, I 
think Kenneth Bailey is on to something when he translated it 
as, “Avoidance of shame!”   
 
You see, why this is a big deal, how many of you have ever been 
interrupted by a neighbor or even a loved one after midnight?  
You’re sleeping; you’re tucked in, everything’s quiet, the phone 
rings, or the person who is sneaking in quietly stubs their toe 
on the dresser, right?  These things happen!   
 
I remember in college, I was paranoid because the guys I 
shared a dorm with and so anytime the door opened after I 
was asleep, I instantly shot awake because I expected some 
kind of prank because that’s the way guys in college are!  But 
what we see here in this moment, you’ve got to take it back in 
time; it’s a big interruption, but it’s a necessary interruption! 



You see, what happened in that culture, if you didn’t have food 
to receive somebody with, hospitality for them, it brought 
shame on you and not only you, but also the entire village.  
Have you ever gone to a place where it seemed like the general 
atmosphere was off-putting, nobody was really friendly or 
welcoming to you, and it kind of set a negative tone about that 
place for you, didn’t it?   We humans don’t sort it out to “Well, I 
just had a bad experience with a few individuals who live 
there”, we just naturally think, “No, it’s just not a real friendly 
place, I don’t know that I want to go back,” right? 
 
Same thing in the ancient Near East, your town would get 
reputation if you couldn’t provide hospitality for people when 
they came through for hospitality.  Ultimately what happens is 
that you would bring shame, not only on your house, but also 
on the village.  So the friendship carries with it this collective 
sense of honor and sharing belongings, and so when he comes 
and he calls to his friend to help him, he’s calling out on behalf 
of the whole village, and guess what?  The houses there, very 
small, very close together.  When he disrupts this household, 
he disrupts all the households.  Oftentimes in the ancient world 
you had a one-room dwelling with a raised platform that the 
family would sleep on.  Inside the house, the reason why it was 
barred, you would also have all of your animals and all of your 
belongings.  When this guy is sitting in bed saying, “The door is 
locked, I’m in bed with my kids, I have nothing to give you,” 
he’s giving legitimate excuses to not get out of bed and help, 
but he knows also that even if this friendship doesn’t matter to 
him, the shame that it would bring on his village, if he couldn’t 
be troubled to get out of bed, is enough of a reason to get out of 
bed.  He will do this to avoid bringing shame and dishonor on 
his name and on the village’s name.  He will get up and give 
him everything he needs is exactly what Luke tells us, right?  
He will give him as much as he needs.   



And why does he need 3 loaves of bread?  Frankly, do you eat 
with a knife and fork when you eat a meal?   Most of us do!  In 
the Middle East, bread is your utensil, it’s for the whole meal, 
so you can’t have a meal without bread, and you got to have 
bread.  This is something that he needs; it isn’t just a side item 
he wants along with the rest of the meal.  This is essential for 
the meal. 
 
And then Jesus moves into some parallelism, to reinforce what 
He’s talking about.  He’s got parallel lines here, and He gives 
advice on praying like this:  He says, “I say to you ask and it will 
be given to you, seek and you will find, knock and the door will 
be opened to you.”  And then in the next three correspond 
exactly back on the first three: “For everyone who asks 
receives, he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks, the door 
will be open.”  How big a promise is that?  Everyone gets it!  
Everyone!  That’s a big country-mile wide invitation that Jesus 
is just laying out there in prayer. 
 
Previously, in the ancient world and the way some folks still 
think about it today, is you got to have the right words, you got 
to have the right prayers to get God to listen to you.   You have 
got to have your act together for God to listen to you.  Once you 
get your house in order, then God will listen to you, and what 
Jesus is saying is, “NO!”  We pray to the Father, and He’s the 
Father who created all creation and therefore He listens to all 
of His creation and so He responds to anyone who cries out to 
Him for what they need.  The Father is a father who listens.  He 
is not an absentee landlord, He cares, and He is invested in this.  
So if anyone asks, they will be given, if they seek, they will find, 
if they knock the door will be opened for them, and when they 
ask, they receive, when they seek they find, and the door is 
opened when they knock.  All of this takes place in the context 
of what?  The Lord’s Prayer.  It gives us a hint, it kind of 



narrows the rails on the sorts of things He’s inviting us to pray 
for and cry out for.  We’re addressing the Father who cares for 
us and loves us.  And it’s an invitation for us to ask that the 
Father’s name be hallowed.  To seek the kingdom come on 
earth as it is in heaven, to knock and ask for daily bread, to ask 
for forgiveness, to seek deliverance from temptation and evil.  
It’s an invitation for us to ask, seek and knock the very sorts of 
things that are on the heart of Jesus and on the heart of the 
Father, and He will carry those things out for us, and ultimately 
those are the things that we need.  And then Jesus slips in a 
little rhetorical device here, a little way of making His point 
and reinforcing it a little further: He goes on and He says, “If 
you fathers, which of you, if your son asked for a fish would 
give him a snake? Or if he asked for an egg would give him a 
scorpion?” 
 
Now, I don’t want to put anyone on the spot, but I know some 
of you are practical jokers and you’re thinking, “Yeah, that 
would be funny!”  But what Jesus is getting at is He’s using a 
device to say from lesser to greater.  If you fathers know better 
than to give your children something that would harm them, 
when really they need something to nourish them, then how 
much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit.  In 
fact He goes so far from lesser to greater is to say, “If you 
fathers who are evil know how to do this, how much more does 
your heavenly Father, the Holy One in heaven know how to do 
this, and provide exactly what you need and He will give to 
anyone the (blank) as they ask.  (The Holy Spirit). 
 
So the Lord’s Prayer and the coming of the Holy Spirit are 
intertwined in this, they are the bookends in this.  We are 
asking and seeking and knocking what God has guaranteed to 
provide for us is not our cosmic wants in the moment, but deep 
needs of creation and our souls themselves.  We need God’s 



name hallowed and made holy in our life and our daily life.  We 
need the kingdom come in our reality and into eternity, we 
need daily bread, we need forgiveness of our debts, our sins, 
our trespasses.  We need deliverance from temptation and trial 
and the gift that meets those needs is the Holy Spirit.  The Holy 
Spirit is offered to us by the King to empower us to live this 
kingdom life.  You need the Holy Spirit to follow Christ and His 
kingdom. 
 
In fact, when we talk about this, what we are really talking 
about is string theory.  The Holy Spirit hovered over the waters 
of creation and the Holy Spirit called things into existence.  So 
too the Holy Spirit hovers in the midst of our lives, calling new 
creation and new possibility into the midst of this one.   
 
We have talked before about how the Hebrew and Greek words 
and also the Aramaic words and other ancient languages took 
the word “for breath” and used that same word to talk about 
the spirit.  So when we talk about the Holy Spirit, we are 
talking about a spirit that is near to us, the Father is near to us 
through the Holy Spirit.  We are invited to be aware of that 
presence that binds us together that permeates our existence, 
that is there as an invitation for us.  When we pray to the 
Father, we are recognizing something.  This is family business!  
When we recognize that the Holy Spirit has been poured out on 
all flesh, as it talks about in Joel and in Acts and Peter’s first 
sermon, we realize that this is family business. 
 
When you look around the room this morning, this is your 
family.  Ummm, quite a reunion eh?  We wonder about families 
that have black sheep, we have black sheep; we love them, 
because the family wouldn’t be the family without the black 
sheep.  The family wouldn’t be the family without the golden 
child.  The family wouldn’t be the family without the father, the 



mother without all the parts, and Paul goes into his epistles, 
time and time again to reinforce for the early church that you 
are all one body, the family of God, and it doesn’t make sense 
for the nose to say, “I have no purpose because I am not an eye 
or I’m not a foot, or I’m not the big toe”, because the big toe 
tells all the other toes what to do, right? 
 
No, he says, “No, instead, the way the body works is we make 
space and grace for all the parts of the body.”  Come and be 
part of the body, functioning the way God has wired them so 
that the whole body might be built up into the fullness that is 
Christ.  It’s a trajectory of growth for a congregation, for the 
church universal.  That’s the Father’s family business that see 
all things summed up in Christ and one of the primary ways 
that this happens is through the Holy Spirit operating through 
the church.  The church is gathered out of the world.  The 
church, ecclesia in the Greek, literally means, “called out”.  It’s a 
political term that was then co-opted by the church to describe 
their gatherings, and what it meant in Rome was it was a 
gathering of citizens that would be called out to address the 
problems in their community and come up with solutions and 
then does something about it.  So for the church to take that on, 
it meant that they were called out of the world to address 
what’s going on in the world and bring the gospel that Jesus is 
Lord back into the world in a way that transformed every 
relationship within that society.  They begin to live over and 
against the culture around them in extreme generosity with 
one another, in extreme devoted costly love with one another, 
in extreme truth for holy living with one another.  They 
rebuked one another when it was needed, but it was always 
done with that person’s best interest at heart with the goal of 
restoring to Christ.  They walked with one another, they stood 
together, they suffered together, and all of these things took 
place because of the Holy Spirit.   The Holy Spirit is the living 



God, not just an inert concept or doctrine.  The Holy Spirit 
changes the equation, calls the church into existence for the 
sake of creation.  It empowers us for service in word, in deed 
and the Holy Spirit protests what is with what could be.  The 
new creation, the new heavens and the new earth and this is 
why we look at the expectations of promises of Isaiah and 
Ezekiel and Revelation and throughout the gospels of what 
Jesus talks about His kingdom being like, and we begin to live 
into that reality even here and now, but we can’t do it on our 
own. 
We actually need God to work in us and through us in such a 
way that it begins to drive our agenda; it guarantees our 
inheritance as a sign of first fruits of the new creation.  We are 
signposts.   Our congregation, the church universal is a 
signpost that points to the promise of the fulfillment in Christ 
when the ledger is totally balanced out.   
 
This spirit that hovered over the waters was the same spirit 
that brought life to Ezekiel’s dry bones and his vision, it’s the 
same spirit that descended down upon Jesus at His baptism.  
It’s the same spirit that was poured out on all flesh at 
Pentecost.  For every tongue, tribe and nation to give glory to 
God.  It is the same spirit that is at work within us and through 
us and around us to bring the renewal of all things in Christ, 
and one of the primary functions of the Holy Spirit in the New 
Testament is that it binds us together, it holds us together.  
 
Paul proclaims that “y’all” that’s the southern gospel version of 
it, are the temple of the Holy Spirit!  Not you individually and 
you individually and you over there, but y’all, it’s a collective.  
The Holy Spirit is the mortar that binds the stones together so 
that even when we have a dispute with one another, how many 
of you would worry if bricks on the side of this building could 
argue with one another and say, “I am no longer with you, 



depart from me!”  And the bricks split apart.  What would 
happen to the building?  It falls down, right?  When we talk 
about tuck-point, what we’re talking about is putting new 
mortar into the bricks so that we can maintain the unity, the 
strength, the integrity of the building. 
 
Ephesians 4:3 tells us, Paul’s exhortation to make every effort 
to preserve, to maintain the unity of the Holy Spirit.  For a 
moment, take your hands; go back to fifth grade, when you had 
an imagination, let’s use it!  Every one of you in your hands, 
you have a sewing kit, gentleman that’s what fixes the holes in 
your clothes and you have a pair of scissors in that sewing kit, 
don’t you?  Every moment, day by day as you live in fellowship 
with those around you, you have a decision to make.  Do I 
maintain the unity of this string or do I cut it?  Do I reinforce 
and strengthen the bonds that tie us and hold us together, or 
do I cut it?  Or do I whittle away at it. 
 
Some of us are called to be maintaining and making every 
effort to maintain the unity and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit, and when I say “some of us?”  What I mean in the Greek 
is “all of us!”  All of us as members of the body of Christ are 
charged by Paul to do everything we can to maintain the unity 
and fellowship of the Holy Spirit.  And, it doesn’t just extend to 
those of us in this room on any given Sunday.  It extends 
beyond individual congregations, it’s a beautiful thing to have 
all the diverse expressions of the body of Christ that we have.  
This unity and this fellowship goes beyond the brick and 
mortar of this place, beyond the 501c3 status of this place to 
encircle all of the other congregations in Huntington, to 
encircle all of the other congregations in Indiana, to encircle all 
of the congregations in the United States, to encircle all of the 
congregations in North America, South America, Europe, 
Africa, Asia, Antarctica where the penguins get together, all of 



it is bound together by the Holy Spirit.   The Holy Spirit is 
interested in growing the body of Christ, and is present to us.  
The Holy Spirit is poured out on us in baptism, the same it was 
with Jesus and we recognize that the spirit is at work around 
us, just as it hovered over the chaotic waters at creation, it 
hovers over the chaotic waters of your life.   
 
The key, the task for us is to respond to the work of the spirit, 
to come alongside of where the spirit is at work and join in this 
work.  To learn to recognize where we see the Holy Spirit in 
our midst and around us so that we might join in this.  You can 
receive and rely on the Holy Spirit in your life.  The Holy Spirit 
will never let you down.  It’s exactly what you need, it will 
guide and direct you as you seek to follow and obey. 
 
How many of you have ever hosted a dinner party?  Dinner 
parties are fun, aren’t they?  That’s why we do them.  What 
comes before the dinner party?  Preparations, right?  You’ve 
got to vacuum, got to dust, got to get rid of those cobwebs in 
the upper corner you never thought of before this year until 
the moment of this occasion, right?  Got to make everything 
presentable so your guests can come in and they can enjoy it 
and they will see that you have your act together, and you are a 
wonderful host.  That’s not the way it works with the Holy 
Spirit.  You ask, seek and knock with the Holy Spirit.  You come 
just as you are, with the dishes still in the sink and the clothes 
and the laundry still out on the couch still needed to be folded 
and put away and cat hair on the back of the chair.  So if you sit 
on it in a suit on the day of your wedding, you better remember 
to use the lint roller, not that that’s every happened! 
(Laughter!)  The Holy Spirit comes in and it’s the Holy Spirit 
who begins the work of cleaning house and restoring order to 
the chaos of our lives, and oftentimes the Holy Spirit’s agenda 
is different than our agenda. 



 
We want to work on the things that we know we need to work 
on.  We’ve identified them because they’re safe, we can identify 
them and said, “Yeah, I want to work on that!”  When really the 
Holy Spirit wants to work on this over here!  And what 
happens in your own life is it’s all tied together.  So, as the Holy 
Spirit begins to work in one part of your life, it pulls together 
and tightens everything, all of it’s connected.  Whatever affects 
one part of the body in your life, affects all the rest of the body.  
So too in the analogy when we look at the body of Christ, the 
church, what affects one member of the body, affects all of us; 
it’s all connected.  See what I mean by string theory?  Some of 
us like Homer are more connected than others by now.  That’s 
okay!  We’re all still in it!  We’re all still tied together and 
hanging together. 
 
So the key is we learn to recognize and revere the Holy Spirit’s 
work in, through and around you.   
 
This fall, one of the things we want to learn as a congregation, 
we want to work on as a congregation is noticing the Holy 
Spirit and noticing how it works in our midst. So one of the 
things the Teaching Team is offering is a study through a book 
called, “Fresh Air.”  And I will tell you this:  It is the best and I 
mean “best” book I have every read on the Holy Spirit.  It is not 
just a dry statement of doctrine.  It is a reflective observation 
on how the Holy Spirit as revealed in scripture and life 
experience to see how we can live into that ourselves.  This is a 
study that is going to be offered 5 different times throughout 
the week, so you can find something that accommodates your 
schedule, it’s going to meet in a variety of places and the 
Teaching Team is going to do a wonderful job leading you into 
this discovery.  This is what we need.  As followers of Jesus we 



cannot live into the kingdom of God without relying upon the 
Holy Spirit and trusting it for our salvation, for our obedience. 
 
You see, in the story of Mary and Martha, when Martha is 
running around doing all of these “good things” in obedience to 
Christ, she gets exasperated and wiped out, and Jesus says, 
“Mary has chosen the better portion.”  Mary is sitting at Jesus’ 
feet to learn what it means to obey and to live that out and to 
teach others that as well.  It’s okay for us to step back from the 
hectic-ness, to say “no” to some things, so we can say, “yes” to 
the better portion that’s chosen.  To learn how, through the 
Holy Spirit, to follow the leading of Christ in the moments of 
our day-by-day lives that we might be renewed, that we might 
be charged up, that we might be strengthened for the journey 
ahead.  The better portion for you.  The thing that you really 
need deep down inside is the Holy Spirit.  Not many of us in 
this room, there’s a few, but not many of us in this room who 
wrestle and wonder where our daily bread is coming from 
tomorrow.  But there are some in our neighborhood who do.  
There are some missionaries on the board downstairs that we 
sponsor who wonder about those kinds of things. 
 
Here’s the thing I want to caution you with:  The Holy Spirit 
gets a hold of you, you begin to respond to the Holy Spirit, it 
takes you into all sorts of uncomfortable places.  It begins to 
challenge you in a way that your life has previously operated.  
It’s like putting a whole new operating system on the 
computer; it’s going to change all of the equations, the way that 
things run because it protests what is with what could be, and 
those who wonder where their daily bread might come from, 
maybe the ones knocking on our door because their daily 
bread may be locked away in our pantry!   
 



So the invitation for us through the Holy Spirit is to become a 
people who are more generous, who give more of ourselves for 
the sake of others because that’s what Christ did for us and 
that’s the picture of the Father revealed in Jesus’ teachings 
about prayer.  The one who doesn’t shrug off the need of the 
other because it’s inconvenient and it’s already midnight and 
the door’s locked and I’m in bed with my kids, but instead says, 
“I will get up and I will give whatever is needed because you 
have asked, you have sought and you have knocked.”   
 
The Holy Spirit will make you very uncomfortable by taking 
charge of your agenda.  The Holy Spirit leads you into 
reconciliation, which means addressing the wrongs and the 
hurts in the relationships and the network of your life.  It leads 
you into painful places because oftentimes we have wounds 
deep within us that compel us in moment by moment 
situations, sometimes go all the way back to our childhood, 
sometimes they go back to last year, but the Holy Spirit wants 
to heal those places and that means going with us into those 
places. 
 
The Holy Spirit leads us into a life of sacrifice, and the Holy 
Spirit also, as we’ll see later in Luke’s gospel is what helps us 
weather the storm when we are accused by others, when we 
follow Jesus, it’s what gives us the words to be true witnesses 
to the character of Christ and the lordship of Christ despite the 
accusation against us. 
 
You see, the Holy Spirit is a wonderful counselor, but that 
phrase isn’t talking about a therapist; that phrase is talking 
about a military commander who provides strategy and we 
find ourselves in a battle, not against flesh and blood, but 
against princes and principalities, powers that be, and the Holy 



Spirit is what guides and directs us in that struggle, so that we 
might struggle as Christ would struggle.   
 
So when we gather together, we are recognizing that the better 
portion is the Holy Spirit, and as our song leaders are carefully 
coming forward around the maze I have created for them, we 
are reminded that with the Father when we pray we are 
invited to ask for the Father’s name to be hallow, we are 
invited to ask for the kingdom to come, we are invited to ask 
for daily bread, we are invited to ask for forgiveness of our 
debts and our sins.  We are invited to ask for deliverance from 
temptation and testing and we are invited to ask for the Holy 
Spirit, ask and you will receive the things that God knows you 
need, because at the end of the day, it’s all about the ties that 
bind and the string that holds us together through the Holy 
Spirit, come what may. 


