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 On Monday, I sat down to read the Scriptures for the week. While I read this Psalm it 

began absolutely pouring rain. It was torrential. Steve Schilling told me that he calls the kind of 

rain we received on Monday “I mean it rains.” Reading this Psalm leads me to believe that the 

“I” in the phrase “I mean it rains” probably refers to God. In Psalm 65, God is busy at work 

watering the earth. Praising God, the great psalmist David says, “You care for the land and you 

water it,” “God’s streams are filled with water,” “You drench its furrows,” and “You soften the 

soil.” It seems that God is an avid waterer.  

 I know some of you garden or farm. Tom told me this week about his own garden that 

was, unfortunately, sitting under water after the rain early this week. You have probably learned 

that there is such a thing as too much water. Overwatering suffocates the roots of our plants and 

keeps them from growing. Sometimes I wonder if God forgets that. But for David, who wrote 

this Psalm, there was hardly ever such a thing as too much rain. Israel and Judah’s semi-arid 

climate always threatened drought. Perhaps this is why David's praise in this Psalm continuously 

refers to God’s watering habit. Rain was a reason for celebration and cause for thanksgiving.  

 But it seems to me that there is more than just thanksgiving going on in this Psalm. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, one of the most significant theologians of the 20th century, wrote a short 

book about the Psalms. In it he reminds us that if we want to read and to pray the Psalms well, 

then we must first ask what the Psalm says about God and only second ask what it says about us. 

So let us spend the next several moments asking, first, what Psalm 65 has to do with God and 

then we will turn some attention to what this Psalm says about us. But for now, let’s pray. 

***** 

 Well then, church, what does the second half of Psalm 65 reveal about God? Let’s look 

verse by verse. [Slide] Verse nine says “You care for the land and water it; you enrich it 
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abundantly. The streams of God are filled with water to provide the people with grain, for so you 

have ordained it.” You care for the land, David says about God. This is not unlike what we see 

elsewhere in Scripture. In Exodus and the Prophets we hear time and again that “the earth is the 

Lord’s.” This is the Lord’s land and the Lord cares for it. God is not a disinterested landowner; 

God does not expect others to do the hard labor prepping the gardens in the springtime nor does 

God skip out during the long hours of harvest. This Psalm, unlike any other Psalm, shows us a 

God who is intimately involved with the whole process of caring for the land and what the land 

“brings forth.” In verse nine we hear of God “enriching the soil” as if God were spreading fresh, 

stinky manure across the fields to give them nutrients. God fills what David calls “the streams of 

God” with water. The reference here points, in part, to God sending rain. But the “streams of 

God” that ran through Israel carried essential nutrients to the soil and helped keep the soil moist 

— enriching Israel’s otherwise lackluster soil. Perhaps you celebrated this weekend at The Forks 

of the Wabash. Huntington is considered a part of the “Wabash River Valley.” The Wabash 

River enriched the soil around it, making it wonderful for farming. The indigenous people in this 

area, such as the Miami Indian Nation, knew this well. But we learn from this Psalm that the 

rivers are God’s and that they enrich the soil because God “ordained” it to be so. Verse nine 

shows God at work in the spring months preparing the soil for planting. 

 And God keeps going. In verse ten we see God tending the garden. [Slide] David says, in 

verse ten, “You drench its furrows and level its ridges; you soften it with showers and bless its 

crops.” In this verse God is pictured doing the hard work of carrying water from the streams to 

“drench” the land’s “furrows.” Presumably, the furrows were also plowed and seeded by God. In 

Israel there are few areas as flat as Indiana’s plains. So “ridges” needed to be maintained to keep 

the soil from washing downhill. And we hear once more of God’s love for watering. Then God 
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blesses the crops of the field. That is a striking thing to hear — I think — in light of the way food 

is normally understood in America. Food is often diminished to a number of calories or to a 

matter of taste. But God blesses crops, blesses them. [Slide] 

 This word is worth thinking about. What does it mean for God to bless a plant? The first 

time this Hebrew word is used is in Genesis 1, when God blessed the creatures of the air and the 

water and tells them to be fruitful and multiply. The same word is used frequently to bless Noah 

and Abram and the other Patriarchs and Matriarchs of our faith. But in this Psalm the term is 

used for crops, and crops in their own right, for their own good. 

 So we've seen God preparing the land for a garden and we’ve seen God tilling, seeding, 

watering, and blessing the garden. Next, the Psalm moves from God working in the summer heat 

to the cool breezes of autumn, showing God at work harvesting and transporting the bounty of 

God’s blessed crops. [Slide] “You crown the year with your bounty,” David says in verse eleven, 

“and your carts overflow with abundance.” God’s love and care for the land has led to a 

bountiful harvest. The carts are not sparse with produce, but dripping with the fat of the land. 

The patient work of this green-thumbed God has paid off. And as far as we know, God didn’t 

even use Miracle Grow! 

 Moving now to verses twelve and thirteen, we see that God’s care of the land is not 

limited to God’s own garden, but extends out to the broader ecosystem. [Slide] It is not only the 

crops of the field that are blessed, but the grasslands and the hills, the meadows and the valleys. 

The King James Version puts it beautifully: God drops fatness “upon the pastures of the 

wilderness: and the little hills rejoice on every side.” This God cares deeply for the land and, if 

God’s work is undeterred, then the whole ecosystem will flourish, will overflow, will drip with 

fruit and green grasses. [Slide] 
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 What does this Psalm teach us about God? It teaches us that our God is a God who 

gardens. And this is not the only image of God as a caretaker of the land.. 

 In Genesis 2, God is busy at work in a garden. Listen to words from the creation story 

there: [Slide] 

Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he 

had formed. The Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that 

were pleasing to the eye and good for food (Gen 2:5-9). 

 

God is the one who “planted a garden” and “made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground.” 

One of the earliest images of God is an image of a God working the soil and caring for the trees. 

 We might also turn attention to Genesis 9 or Leviticus 26, where God promises to 

remember certain covenants, including a covenant with the land. [Slide] We could look at the 

many, many places throughout Scripture where the land is called the Lord’s (Gen 12:7; Ex 9:29; 

Deut 10:10-11:17; Lev 25:23-24; 1 Sam 2:8; Job 38-39; Ps 24, 104; Mk 4:35-41; 6:45-52; 11:12-

14, 20-26; 1 Cor 10:26; Rev 11:15-19). We could recall the warnings against people who destroy 

the land, such as in Revelation 11, where John says the time is coming when God will “destroy 

the people who are destroying the earth.” Though none of these images depict God as a farmer 

specifically, they show that God has a farmer’s sensibilities towards the land that God created. 

All of these passages show God’s care for and interest in and protection of the land. [Slide] 

 This is the God we worship, Saint Peter’s First. This God intimately participates in the 

workings of our world. This God is so involved with the rain and the streams and the growing of 

and caring for plants that David praises God for “blessing the crops” and “enriching the soil” and 

“crowning the harvest.” Though we often speak about God’s relationship to humanity, this Psalm 

reminds us that God also shares in joyful relationships with all of the rest of creation, from “the 

flowers of the field” to the “many cattle” who are interestingly mentioned at the end of Jonah. 
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God is not only the God of humankind, but the creator of all things, seen and unseen. I 

mentioned the Heidelberg Catechism last week. Once again, it helpfully sums up Scripture’s 

testimony about God’s care for all of creation, [Slide] saying that God is “the eternal Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing created heaven and earth and everything in them, who 

still upholds and rules them by his eternal counsel and providence.” God’s upholding and ruling 

through his counsel and providence is exactly what David is describing in Psalm 65. But it is not 

a disinterested providence, because as David says, “God cares for the land.” [Slide] 

 And, church, we are sometimes tempted to believe that the world revolves around us 

humans. Adam and Eve were consumed by the same temptation. We are sometimes tempted to 

assume God’s giving us dominion means that we can treat God’s creation however we want. We 

are tempted to think about animals and plants and land as commodities or as machines, rather 

than seeing God’s animals and plants and land as God’s own possession that is shared with us. 

Though God does keep a special relationship with us, this Psalm teaches that the whole world 

does not revolve around our needs or desires. This world revolves around the God of the Earth. 

 The end of this Psalm proves the point. This Psalm ends with God’s inanimate creatures 

praising the God who cares for them. [Slide] David tells us in verse thirteen that the grasslands 

and hills, the meadows and valleys all praise God as “they shout for joy and sing.” God’s 

relationship with all of Creation is not a one way street. Things we cannot communicate with — 

at least not in the way we communicate with one another — offer their own praise back to God, 

in their own way. Kristen Spiegel shared a song by a band called “Enter the Worship Circle” that 

restates the Psalm like this: “You have breathed the wind that fills and moves the trees, you have 

formed the mighty mountains by your strength, and they all say, ‘Praise awaits you.’” That’s just 
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right for what the Psalm is saying. Though we may not be able to perceive it, the Psalmist tells us 

that all of God’s creatures are capable of praising God in their own way. 

 Even Paul tells us in Romans that all of creation “groans” for redemption. And 

throughout the Bible in historical narrative, poems, prophetic texts, and New Testament stories, 

plants and animals alike respond to God their Creator. That really is something. The God we 

worship is a God who is in relationship even with the stones of the ground and the sparrows of 

the air, with the Leviathan and with the littlest of crawling critters. [Slide] 

 Psalm 65 shows us a breathtaking image of God, an image of a humble and patient God 

who, like a farmer, gets his hands dirty caring for the land and providing for creation. And, 

church, we were created in this God’s image. So, as Ellen Davis says, “Being a good farmer is 

imitatio Dei,” that is, “being a good farmer is an imitation of God.” But we are not all called to 

be farmers, are we? Some of us are called to work in restaurants or in factories or in schools or 

hospitals or, like me, in churches. What are those of us who do not work the land every day to 

do? If nothing else, I believe this Psalm calls us to see God’s creation as valuable — not for what 

it offers us, but because it is God’s good earth, God’s beloved creatures, God’s glorious heavens, 

God’s overflowing streams, and God’s happy crops. I’ve heard people in this congregation give 

thanks for the beauty of Creation, calling us to have childlike awe at the things God has made. 

Yes! We should give thanks for the beautiful things God creates. And, as part of our 

thanksgiving, insomuch as we are able, we must live responsibly in this earth, caring for it and 

defending it. We must, sometimes, remind one another that this is not “my earth” or “your 

property” to do with as we please, but this is God's earth to care for in a way that reflects God’s 

own care for the land. And church, we are already working towards that end. Part of our building 

renovations includes updating appliances so that our building is more efficient. That may have 
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been primarily an economic decision, but it should also be seen as a Christian decision, a 

theological decision, that says, “Because God’s creation is God’s, we are going to care for it well 

by using power responsibly.” It is good and right to be good stewards of money; but we are also 

to be stewards of the land. And as we continue to walk together in our life of faith, I hope we 

will continue to make decisions, both personally and as a church body, that reflect the image of 

God, the image of a God who “cares for the land.” 

 Psalm 65 teaches us something else as well. In Psalm 65, David points to God’s utter 

closeness to us, and all of creation, even in the most ordinary things. For the Israelites, farming 

was simply a basic aspect of daily life. Like doing household chores. They needed food to eat, so 

they grew it. But they had learned from their time in the wilderness that God is the one who 

provides food. God fed them manna for forty years in the wilderness. But once they came into 

the land God was preparing for them, the first thing they did was plant gardens. And when those 

gardens produced fruit, the Israelite’s ate from the land God gave to them. The produce was a 

sign of the fulfillment of God’s promise. Our Jewish ancestors knew that God was with them in 

this new place because God fed them all the way there and then blessed their gardens so they 

might continue to eat. Farming was an ordinary thing, but our Jewish ancestors met God in it. 

 And for us today, we should remember that our God is still a God who meets us in 

ordinary activities. Jesus came to this world and became flesh. Christ lived and died, resurrected 

and ascended, and left us with, among other things, the sacrament of communion. We take 

communion as a way of miraculously encountering God in a very ordinary activity. We eat 

communion bread — made from the grain of the valley — and drink communion juice — 

pressed from the grapes that grow upon the ridges. In this ordinary activity we remember that 

God came to us, in all the earthiness of the flesh, and cared for us, and fed us. In communion, 
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God draws us together, feeds us, and leads us to praise and thanksgiving. Though during 

communion we are eating a simple meal, doing an ordinary thing, in communion we are 

encountered by the loving God, who fills us with the good things of God’s house. It is only 

through faith that we might come to see God in such a simple thing. 

 And when we take communion, as Paul says, we are “proclaiming Christ’s death until he 

comes.” We must not forget that, when he comes, Jesus is going to restore humanity and release 

all of creation from its bondage. Paul tells the Colossians that in Christ “all things are being 

reconciled” and John tells us in Revelation that Christ is making “all things new.” It is no 

surprise that in the Gospel of John Mary mistook Jesus for a gardener, because the Christ we 

worship is proactively pulling weeds and enriching the soil of our souls and of our world, so that 

when he returns, he returns to a beautiful garden, not a wasteland. In the meantime, we 

remember this good news through taking communion, through eating the grain and drinking 

from the fruit that God so kindly shares with us. And learning to see God in the most ordinary 

places. 

 There is a popular hymn that we've sang together before. It was one of Jessie’s 

grandfather’s favorites. It begins like this: “I come to the garden alone.” Personally, I do not 

mind walking in my own garden alone. In fact, when I worked at a summer camp, I used to find 

ways to escape to the camp garden for some peace and quiet. I tried to hide! Yet as the hymn 

continues, we learn that we can never really come to the garden alone. “He walks with me, and 

He talks with me. And He tells me I am His own.” Surely the Psalm we’ve been reading this 

morning attests to this. A walk in the garden is a walk with our God who gardens. And God cares 

not only for us, but for all the plants and critters in the garden, and blesses us all. So, church, let 

us be like the grasslands and the hills, the meadows and the valleys. Let us rejoice and sing 
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praise to God, the creator of heaven and earth. For “the joy we share as we tarry there,” in the 

garden with God and God’s good creation, “none other has ever known.” Amen. 


