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When the apostles returned, they reported to Jesus what 
they had done.  Then he took them with him and they 
withdrew by themselves to a town called Bethsaida, but the 
crowds learned about it and followed him.  He welcomed them 
and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed those 
who needed healing. 

Late in the afternoon the Twelve came to him and said, 
“Send the crowd away so they can go to the surrounding 
villages and countryside and find food and lodging, because we 
are in a remote place here.” 

He replied, “You give them something to eat.” 
They answered, “We have only five loaves of bread and 

two fish—unless we go and buy food for all this crowd.”  
(About five thousand men were there.) 

But he said to his disciples, “Have them sit down in 
groups of about fifty each.”  The disciples did so, and 
everybody sat down.  Taking the five loaves and the two fish 
and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke them.  
Then he gave them to the disciples to set before the people.  
They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up 
twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 

 
SERMON: 
So, how many of you caught the scaffolding in the story?  The 
word doesn’t appear once in there does it?  Well, we’re just 
going to have to look at it and see if we can find it. 
 



So, for those of you who don’t know (the sound of a scaffold 
being brought in) now you know if your hearing’s working!  
This is scaffolding.  Scaffolding is something often used in 
construction, what it does is provide a stable base so we can go 
higher then we would otherwise; it allows us to climb up to 
reach heights that we otherwise wouldn’t be able to reach; it 
allows us to work in a stable, safe environment as well, as 
we’re doing work on buildings especially things that are up 
high, overhead and the scaffolding that appears in some 
cityscapes is pretty amazing when you look at it.   
 
How many of you are like me, you really don’t like heights? If 
you want to freak yourself out, Google Chinese scaffolding, and 
see how high these guys go on bamboo scaffolding to work on 
towers and, this is not an image of it, but this is more of a 
western style.  It’s incredible to see what scaffolding allows 
humans to accomplish in what they’re constructing and what 
they’re doing, and it’s so amazing, in fact, that it became an a 
very apt analogy for pedagogy.  Pedagogy is a ten dollar word 
that just talks about a theory of education, a theory of learning.   
 
In 1978 there was a gentleman by the name of Vygotski who 
came up with this thing called “zoned proximal development”, 
and so if you look at that image there, the blue is what a 
student can accomplish on their own, so if you just gave them a 
puzzle to work on, this is what they could figure out on their 
own., but zone proximal development says that the maize 
color, or for those of you who are not from Michigan, the 
yellow color is all about what they can accomplish if somebody 
intervenes and helps them along the way.  That intervention in 
pedagogy is called “scaffolding”.  It is enabling a learner to go 
to a higher accomplishment, a higher mental function than they 
would be able to accomplish on their own. 
 



So, how do you get somebody to move from the blue to the 
maize?  The way you do that is there are six components that 
go into scaffolding when it comes to educating someone.  
 
The first is recruitment.  Recruitment is pretty straightforward, 
and if we use an analogy, if you think about puzzles; if you 
wanted to get a kid to enjoy doing puzzles, what might be the 
first thing you would say to the kid when you walk into the 
room with the puzzle?  “Here, have fun!” Right?  No, you’d 
probably say, “Hey, let’s put a puzzle together!” Right?  That’s 
recruitment.  Recruitment is inviting the learner to take that 
step and to begin to move with that. 
 
The next step:  reduction of freedom, which doesn’t sound like 
a good thing to us Americans, but what it is, is simply 
narrowing down the options, where do you begin?  It’s 
breaking it down into incremental steps because those 
incremental steps, it’s one thing to say, “get to the top”; it’s 
another thing to show, “here’s how you get to the top.”  This 
step, then this step and then this step. 
 
So back to our puzzle analogy.  What is the first thing you 
might tell a child to look for when they’re putting together a 
puzzle?  Look for the straight edges, right?  We’ve got to get the 
borders, we have to figure out the borders.  So you have the 
child find all the pieces with straight edges, right?  So this is 
how we do that, we break it down to manageable steps and 
then the next step.   
 
Direction maintenance!  So they found the straight edges, now 
what do we tell them to do?  See if it fits together, right?  Oh, it 
doesn’t look like that one goes together, it looks like it might go 
over here, right?  We are engaging the learner in allowing them 
to reflect on their experience; they are going to move things 



around, they’re going to experiment, but we’re trying to direct 
their attention upon the puzzle, because if you ever remember 
being a child or if you have small children, you realize that 
their attention goes where?  Everywhere! 
 
Next step:  Critical feature marking is a fancy way of saying, 
“Isn’t that interesting?  Notice how this piece looks like this 
piece, do you think they go together? Notice how Pluto’s tail 
and the bone are different spots on the picture, do you think 
those pieces go side-by-side?”  It’s drawing their attention to 
the learning task, helping them reflect upon it and think about 
it. 
 
Next step:  (laughter) Because any time we learn, we get 
frustrated!  Sometimes it’s a good frustration; sometimes you 
throw the puzzle across the room!  The educator or the 
parent’s role in this is to help the child manage their 
frustration.  “Those pieces don’t fit together very well, let’s try 
another one!” Instead of, “lets try to destroy the piece because 
it’s not doing what we want it to do!”  Right?   
 
Now we also know as adults that sometimes we need 
somebody to help us with our frustration control and 
management too, right? because that’s part of the learning 
process.  None of us like to admit we don’t know what we’re 
doing and we get frustrated, but somebody comes along and 
says, “That’s normal, that’s okay!  Try this!”  That helps us 
manage and redirect that energy to constructive purposes. 
 
Finally, the sixth step that goes into scaffolding is modeling or 
demonstration, and so you may put in a few pieces to show 
them how the pieces fit together, and then you allow them to 
do it, correct?  We don’t ever sit down and put together the 
whole puzzle with the kid just sitting in the chair watching us, 



and then say, “Wasn’t it fun to put the puzzle together?”  It’s a 
really great way to turn the kids off of puzzles, but if instead 
you walk with them through it, you meet them where they’re at 
as a learner and you help them take steps further up the 
ladder.  You’ll have a bonding experience with the child, but 
you will also encourage them that putting together puzzles are 
fun and they can do it!  And so the next time they see a puzzle, 
they will be the one to bring it over to you and says, “Let’s do a 
puzzle” and they’ll recruit you into the task, and so this is how 
a learner grows and moves through using scaffolding for 
something like this. 
 
When we look at the word “disciple” or even the word 
“apostle” as it appears in the scriptures what we are talking 
about are students.  In the Greek, that’s what the word meant, 
was a student, a follower of a teacher.  So Jesus plays a couple 
of different roles in the gospels. 
 
One of which is a prophetic role, speaking truth to power, but 
also in almost, if not more important, is teaching others who 
are following Him because He knows He has a limited number 
of days on this earth, the same as the rest of us, and He is going 
to train and equip them to continue the work after He’s gone. 
 
So last week, Megan Condry did a great job at walking us 
through the sending of the Twelve; they were sent out, they 
were given authority and power to go and do the things that in 
the previous chapters, Jesus had been doing and modeling and 
demonstrating to them, and you can imagine all the 
conversations and debriefings they had around the campfire at 
night where they would be talking over dinner about, “Could 
you believe this? How did this work?”  And Jesus teaching and 
explaining those things to them and then seeing Him do it.  
Then He sends them out so they can do it themselves and then 



He pulls them back together again to reflect on their 
experience.  That’s where we are this morning.  
 
So, if you’re not there already, I invite you to turn with me to 
Luke, chapter 9, we are going to begin in verse 10, and as I 
noted before the apostles had just come off their final exam, so-
to-speak.  Well, maybe not final exam, maybe midterms, let’s 
call it midterms! 
 
So with that, they’ve been out there, they’ve been trying this 
stuff out, they’ve been doing it and now they’re going to gather 
together again and Jesus is going to debrief them.   
 
“When the apostles returned, they had reported to Jesus what 
they had done.  Then he took them with him and they 
withdrew by themselves to a town called Bethsaida” Bethsaida 
is a small village on the northern shore on the lake of Galilee, 
Jenna and I had a chance to go through it a couple of years ago.  
That’s one of the things that Indiana Center for Middle East 
Peace does on their tours.  They have excavated this town 
down to a road that existed 2000 years ago, and it’s the main 
drag through town; it’s the 5 it’s the Jefferson, you know how a 
lot of folks used to cruise up and down 5 or Jefferson 
downtown Huntington?  That’s what this road is, so when 
you’re walking on this road, you’re walking on the road that 
Jesus walked on and His apostles; it’s a pretty cool sense, but 
they’re there and they withdraw to a town themselves called 
Bethsaida; it was kind of a base of operations for them.   
 
“But the crowds learned about it and followed him.”  And you’ll 
notice that Jesus being the good teacher, He’s got an agenda, 
He’s got an itinerary and He turns the crowds away because 
this is the time to debrief with His disciples, right?  You don’t 
see that from him, instead what does it say that He does?  “He 



welcomed them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, 
and healed those who needed healing.” 
 
So, He’s still teaching, but He’s teaching to a wider audience.  
Instead of working with the advanced students that He’s really 
been investing a lot of time in, He slows down, so that He can 
catch up with everyone, and He begins to teach about the 
kingdom of God and those who have come to Him who need 
healing, He brings healing to them and we talked the last 
couple of weeks how there’s an intimate relationship between 
the concept of salvation and the concept of healing hear and 
now be it physical, emotional, spiritual or relational; A total 
healing of the person. 
 
Late in the afternoon the Twelve came to him and said, “Send 
the crowd away so they can go to the surrounding villages and 
countryside and find food and lodging, because we are in a 
remote place here.” 
 
Now remember, when Jesus sent the disciples out on their own 
in last week’s episode that we looked at from the gospels, He 
told them to take nothing with them.  The time that they were 
going, they were entirely dependent on the hospitality of 
villagers who would welcome them in.  They got used to being 
welcomed and provided for. That’s the essence of hospitality is, 
“Come on in, make yourself at home! Mi casa Es Su casa!”  My 
house is your house, right?  That’s the emphasis in hospitality. 
Yet, what attitude do we see from the disciples here?  They’ve 
been relying on God’s provision through the hospitality of 
others for who knows how long, and their response in this 
moment is “Send the folks home, so they can go get something 
to eat!”  They’re still missing, you know, they’ve had these 
incremental steps and they’re still not catching what Jesus has 
been trying to teach them.  To trust in God’s provision, to be 



gracious and generous because God will always provide and 
you never can out-give God in this.  
 
“Send the crowd away so they can go to the surrounding 
villages and countryside and find food and lodging, because we 
are in a remote place here.”  And Jesus responds, “You give 
them something to eat.” 
  
Have you ever had a teacher who just throws a grenade in the 
middle of the room, that’s this real puzzling thing, you can’t 
really figure it out and you’re not really sure what to do with it, 
but they just kind of throw it in their anyway, and then they 
step back and let you wrestle with it and engage with it and 
they talk about cognitive dissonance, because you think it 
should be this way, but that doesn’t work and so your brain 
gets really active and engaged with the problem trying to 
figure out how the puzzle fits together, how to go about this, 
how to do this. 
 
Jesus tells them, “You give them something to eat.”  Remember 
they just came back from a journey they are supposed to have 
nothing with them and they’ve just been told, “You give them 
something to eat.”  Rather than send them off to go get 
something to eat, which would make perfect sense, I mean they 
didn’t have drive-thru’s back then, but they had inns, they had 
roadside vendors, there was food available in that region.  
Rather than sending that off to the simple solution, Jesus tells 
them something else, “You give them something to eat.”   
 
One of the main takeaways from Megan’s sermon last week, 
going through that passage is that “you are the equipment”.  
You don’t need to take all this extra stuff because God is going 
to use you!  God has called you, God has equipped you, God has 
warned you and God has sent you out to minister to others on 



His behalf; this is exactly the point Jesus is taking them back 
around on.  Because you’ll notice, they went out, they did their 
homework and it’s like they forgot when the test showed up.  
All the things they have been doing on their homework that 
already showed them a solution to this. 
 
There is a moment, an ethos of disbelief that they’re wrestling 
with here.  “You give them something to eat.”  So they 
answered, which you all know, it’s always good to respond to 
your teacher with a sarcastic response!  “We have only five 
loaves of bread and two fish!  Unless we go and buy food for all 
this crowd.” 
 
Remember, they’re not supposed to have any money at this 
point.  So, either somebody was cheating on the homework 
assignment a little bit or they’re being very sarcastic in their 
response to Jesus here.  And it notes how big the crowd is.  
How big is the crowd?  Five thousand!  Now in English it 
translates as men and in the Greek it could be a more general, 
but it’s at least five thousand people.  If we translate it just as 
men, then it it’s five thousand men plus all the women and 
children that would be in the area, so either way, that’s a big 
dinner.   
 
How many of you have cooked for large groups before?  Yeah!  
How many of you have cooked for five thousand before?  
Whoooo!  Past that along, order out, get Jimmy John’s on the 
phone.  You do what you got to do. What He’s doing here is He’s 
setting it up, so that there’s a huge task ahead of them.  There’s 
a challenge here and it’s an invitation to them to reach higher, 
higher than they have been.  Up to this point, they have trusted 
in God’s provision for themselves.  God has provided for them 
on the road through the hospitality of others.  The thing Jesus 
is challenging them to is not only trusting in God’s provision 



for themselves but trusting in God’s provision for others as 
well.   And part of trusting in God’s provision is admitting your 
lack, which He gets them to do pretty quickly, right?  “We only 
have five loaves and two fish – how are we supposed to do 
this?”   
 
So you’ve got this picture of them staring at Him, “What are we 
supposed to do here?” and He’s giving them what seems to be 
an impossible task. “You go and feed them.” 
 
So now He breaks it down for them in incremental steps, like a 
good teacher does!  Despite the sarcasm, despite the attitude, 
despite the lack of faith, He incorporates them into the 
solution. 
 
What Jesus does not do and what a good teacher does not do is 
say, “Forget about it, I’ll do it myself!”  Of course it’s easier for 
you as the teacher to do it yourself.  Obviously it’s easier for 
you to do the whole bulletin board, for you to pass out the 
papers because, you know, when you get the staples that are in 
the middle of the page, right?  Instead of up in the corner 
where they’re supposed to be, you think to yourself, “I wish I 
didn’t have a student worker help me on these things, because 
sometimes the help isn’t always help, right?   
 
A good teacher says, “Here, let me show you how to do this.”  
Boom, boom, boom!  Until the student does it on their own.  
That’s training and equipping.  What Jesus does is He pulls 
them in to be the solution to the challenge.   
 
He says to His disciples, “Have them sit down in groups of 
about fifty each.”    
 



Step One:  We’ve made our inventory!  Step Two: Divide them 
up into groups of about fifty each.  So we’re talking about one 
hundred groups, based on the number five thousand.  The 
disciples did so, and everybody sat down.  Everybody’s 
following directions, step-by-step-by-step. 
 
Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to 
heaven, he gave thanks and broke them.  Then he gave them to 
the disciples to set before the people.  They all ate and were 
satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of 
broken pieces that were left over. 
 
So, again, despite the refusal, despite the excuses, Jesus brings 
them in, brings them along, He meets them where they are, and 
He helps them take the next step, and the step after that, and 
the step after that.  It’s almost as if Jesus is more concerned 
with them learning how to live in faith than He is about 
accomplishing the task at hand. He wants to walk with them 
where they are, He wants them to grow, He wants them to 
develop as disciples as students of Himself, and so He’s walking 
with them through this. 
 
Now picture for a moment the crowd.  Five thousand plus 
people.  How many of those people are gainfully employed, 
how many of them are unemployed in this crowd?  How many 
of them follow the law closely?  How many of them don’t follow 
the law as closely as they should?  How many of them have 
deep wounds, shameful things that prevent them from fully 
participating in the life of the village there?  How many of them 
are limping physically or emotionally from the things that 
they’ve gone through in life?  How many of them are enemies 
of one another at the same table, because if you have the tax 
collector and you have the person whose house was just 
repossessed on taxes sitting down at the same table, it creates 



an awkward group of fifty for that dynamic.  Most of the other 
forty eight people at that point are trying to keep these two 
from talking to one another, right?  But if they’re all at the same 
table, they are this big mass of humanity that’s there, 
welcomed to the table, Jesus doesn’t turn away any of them, 
Jesus welcomes all, He invites all to the table and while they’re 
there, you’ll notice that there’s no mention of washing, right? In 
Jewish society, in that day, 2000 years ago, you did not sit 
down to a meal without ritually washing your hands to 
demonstrate the cleanliness of your hands towards God. 
 
As you receive God’s gift, you would want to make sure you 
were clean enough to receive that gift, so that you wouldn’t 
damage the gift, so you wouldn’t cause the gift itself to become 
impure.  It’s interesting that what Jesus does and what He 
teaches His disciples to do seems to consistently break down 
the social and religious boundaries of the day to welcome all to 
the table and to make room for everybody to be provided for. 
 
You know, a while ago, we talked about this image here and we 
talked about purity rites of the culture and how you had the 
most Holy of Holies and then kind of a cascading tear of 
holiness going out into the ends of the earth, and how on the 
cross one of the fundamental things that Jesus is doing that 
He’s teaching His disciples all throughout the gospels, so it’s 
not like it’s a new lesson at the end of the day.  He’s been 
teaching them all the way through, and Paul picks up on this in 
his epistles as well is that Christ cuts through the barriers and 
boundaries that we humans tend to set up to differentiate 
ourselves from others. 
 
You pick a label and Jesus crosses that boundary! Come up 
with a new label, He will cross that boundary too!  It’s a 
challenge for us to learn how to cross those boundaries as well.  



How do we move.    How do we cross boundaries especially as 
it relates to who sits at the table with us, right?  We learn this 
very early on, elementary school, right?  Where did the popular 
kids sit?  Were they at your table, or were they at another 
table?  Where did the kids that were a little nerdy sit?  We tend 
to congregate with those who are like us, right? And this can 
continue on unless somehow your school found a way to 
intervene in that, but it happens, it’s natural.  But Christ wants 
to move us beyond natural to the supernatural act of loving 
others; others who are different from us. 
 
Yesterday, Jenna and I went with some friends up to Michigan 
for a crawfish boil.  How many of you had crawfish before?  
How many of you are shuddering a little bit at the thought of 
eating crawfish?  Okay, we sat at a table with some folks who 
had been down in “Nawleans” for real crawfish with the folks 
down there and they got used to being called “Yankee” all the 
time.  When you begin to eat crawfish, it’s an experience that 
I’ll leave to your imagination and I’ll leave to your adventurous 
selves at some point in life.  The work is worth it, and it is tasty, 
but there are some things in my mind that I had to move past.  
Boundaries, barriers around the table for me that would have 
said, “Uh, Uh, not doing that!”  Yeah!   
 
That’s exactly what this group of five thousand is going 
through, when Jesus takes the bread and He lifts it up and He 
gives thanks for it, and He breaks it and He gives it to them.  He 
is teaching them something fundamentally new that they can 
do in all of their rituals in all of their daily routines, because 
every meal is going to have  bread for them and every meal is 
going to have a cup for them, and it’s going to be a reminder for 
them…..in fact, there was something going on already in the 
Jewish schools of thought at that point where they would give 
thanks for their daily bread and as they receive that they would 



share with those around them because there was this aspect of 
hospitality, but what Jesus does is He pushes hospitality 
beyond hospitality to your family, hospitality to your village, 
hospitality to your neighbors and said, “No!  You should have 
hospitality for your enemies as well!  You should have 
hospitality for the Romans” who were occupying their land at 
that time, and were an oppressive occupying force for them a 
conquering set of tribes.   
 
In all of these things, Jesus takes the food, He gives thanks for it 
because He knows where it comes from and He breaks it and 
He gives it, and this becomes on of the most significant lessons 
for Him teaching His disciples all along the way, up until that 
Last Supper when they still don’t get it, and all the way through 
to the Resurrection when they still don’t get it until on that 
road to Emmaus, there’s two disciples that Jesus meets after 
the resurrection and they are mourning and they are grieving 
and they are lost.  They are together though, because our 
growth in faith always happens together, but they’re there and 
they’re grieving and He’s asking them what’s wrong and 
they’re telling Him, and then they get to the inn and they sit 
down at the table together, they welcome Him in, this stranger 
on the road because they didn’t recognize Him and then He 
takes the bread and He gives thanks, and He breaks it and He 
gives it to them and all of a sudden they recognize Jesus!   
 
This motion that He does, these four verbs that Luke records 
for us become habitual patterns for the life of Jesus; not just at 
mealtime but in everything He does, because He recognizes 
that God has taken Him, that God has anointed Him as the 
Messiah, that God has blessed Him to be a blessing to others 
and in that blessing, there is always a breaking-forth that takes 
place and a giving of self.  This ultimately culminates in the 
cross, it’s what we know as the atoning work of the cross, and 



yet Jesus does this throughout His entire life with His disciples, 
for them to catch it, for them to see it, and that’s what we call a 
cross-shaped life!  That we recognize that each of us has been 
called by God, has been blessed and gifted by God and there is 
always going to be a cost to us allowing God to break us open, 
and giving us to a world that needs us, that needs God’s good 
gifts, that needs God’s gracious love and care.  This is a life of 
service.   
 
Nothing we have can be received without somebody first 
giving it.  This is the motion that Jesus sets up in this, and what 
you find is because they were willing to share to two fish and 
the five loaves, the meager things that they had for their own 
sustenance, in the sharing, there’s a multiplication that takes 
place and you read what in the text?  All five thousand plus, ate 
and all were satisfied, all were filled at that point and they had 
leftovers – twelve baskets left over; one basket for each apostle 
to carry with them as a reminder of what the teacher has been 
teaching them in this.  That if they give themselves up, if they 
surrender themselves up to God, if they acknowledge that God 
has taken them and blessed them and they allow themselves to 
be used by God, there is a blessing that will be shared with all 
those around them.  Sometimes that blessing will be 
appreciated, and sometimes it will not. 
 
What are the odds that there were folks in that crowd that that 
was their first meal of the day and they were grateful to God to 
these generous apostles and this generous Jesus?  What are the 
odds that there were people in that crowd, where that was 
their first meal of the day and they thought “About time, I’ve 
been waiting for hours!”  We can see both of those responses, 
can’t we?  Because everyday, we humans have a choice where 
we receive the gracious gifts or we will be indignant that those 
gifts didn’t come faster or sooner. 



Jesus undermines all of these social boundaries and brings it 
right down to the nitty-gritty of humanity and human 
experience.  We are all in this story, we are in the crowd,  and 
Jesus is the one feeding us, nurturing us, teaching us about the 
kingdom of God and healing our wounds, so that we might join 
Him in the work of teaching the kingdom of God and healing 
others as well, which is what the disciples go on to do, isn’t it?  
because after resurrection, they are empowered to do these 
very things.  The goal is not for them to set up shrines to Jesus, 
the goal is for them to become a shrine to Jesus that when 
people look at the lives of the twelve, they will be reminded of 
Jesus.  That’s the goal of the teacher for a kingdom movement 
that it multiples and it spreads. 
 
As I was getting ready for this, I reached out to my Mom 
because I knew she would come through for me, and she found 
one of my report cards from fourth grade. (laughter)  and it’s a 
little faded, I don’t know if you can see it well in the back, but 
when you get the report card, it walks you through lots of 
different things, right?  You don’t realize as a kid all of the 
different things you’re being graded on.   I had no idea that 
they tracked my attendance and tardiness and that it actually 
showed up in a document later!  They mark that!  Top left 
corner!  Attendance!  Times tardy!  This is just the first quarter, 
it changed later on, that was the year I split my head open! 
 
Math facts mastered is the next box in the middle of the page 
there at the top.  At this point, I got addition and subtraction 
down, I have not mastered multiplication or division, I still 
have not mastered division, but I can get by okay. 
 
Then you go down and you have a subject: you have Math, you 
have Reading, you have Social Studies, Language, Spelling and 
then, especially in elementary school you have other things like 



Band, Computers, Library Skills, Music which is distinct from 
Band, Physical Education and then at the bottom there, I think 
it’s talking about Book Reports, I really couldn’t make out the 
writing, 
 
But as you go through, you have grades and you have other 
comments that go into this.  In fact, when I was younger, before 
fourth grade you had things like Citizenship, right?  Those are 
comments that are marked on the side here on the grade scale, 
were you satisfactory with Citizenship.  Do you work well with 
others.   Do you focus on the task at hand.  Do you do more 
than what’s just asked of you?  Do you go above and beyond.  
We get used to this as kids.  It happens, you know and we know 
it is with fear and trembling that we take that sealed envelop 
from the school to our parents and we hope, we hope that if we 
have not accomplished it at that point, the teacher in their 
infinite mercy, just bumped it up a notch before our parents 
read that report card.  This is the journey in the experience of 
our education, right? 
 
What I want to posit to your this morning is Jesus is doing the 
same thing. 
 
My fourth grade teacher didn’t expect me to have division 
mastered and I didn’t get marked down for not having division 
mastered.  She also did not hold it against me that I did not 
understand physics or how gravity worked.  She met me where 
I was, she helped me take the next couple of steps and she 
handed me off to the next teacher.  This is what Jesus is doing 
with each of us.  He meets us wherever we are.  Maybe we’re 
brand new to this thing; maybe we’re afraid of coming to 
church because we thought the roof might cave in if we 
showed up.  Maybe we’ve grown up in church every Sunday in 
our lives and we haven’t missed a beat and we haven’t been 



tardy to one single service.  Wherever we are on this spectrum, 
Jesus is interested in meeting us where we are and moving us 
the next step forward in imitating Him and the way that we 
love God and the way that we love others, and He will break it 
down for us step-by-step and walk us through His curriculum.  
We get a glimpse of some of this curriculum in this passage 
here: “There is a growth that comes in faith together.” 
 
Maybe you’ve heard folks say, “My relationship with God is 
between God and Me.”  I’m here to tell you, that’s not how 
relationships work.  Even a marriage is not just between those 
two individuals.  It is personal, it is not private, and if you don’t 
believe me look at the ripples that happen when a marriage 
falls apart and a way that it impacts a whole chain and network 
of people; children, grandparents, teachers, public servants; it 
affects everyone! 
 
We grow in faith together, which raises a question for each of 
us:  Where is Jesus teaching you right now?  What are the 
lessons that He’s walking with you through?  And who is 
journeying with you in this?  Who are the folks you can entrust 
yourself to who help you with your homework as you go 
through life?  Who are the folks that are there for you?  Who 
pick up at 11:30 at night when you need somebody to share 
your grief, your pain or your tragedy; those are the folks that 
God has brought into your life for you to journey with.  They 
may be part of this congregation, they maybe elsewhere, that’s 
okay!  God has brought them to you, receive them as the gifts 
that they are and love them as they love you. 
 
The second area or curriculum that Jesus is working on in this 
section is hospitality and provision.  Learning to trust that God 
meets our needs and He provides for us, physically, spiritually, 
emotionally, relationally and a big part of this is about making 



room for others at the table.  If anyone in that crowd began to 
elbow out any of the other five thousand, do you think the 
teacher would have intervened?  I’m pretty sure He would 
have!  And the good news is if there’s room at the table for that 
gentleman over there, who looks a little funny and smells a 
little funny and just doesn’t get it, it’s okay, because that means 
there’s room for you and I at the table.  (You and me at the 
table, grammar! We’re still learning aren’t we?)  It’s a process 
of growth. 
 
A third area that God’s working with:  The limits of God’s 
benefaction, God’s blessing, God’s mercy.  Where do you see a 
limit on God’s blessing and mercy in this passage?  I looked at it 
all week and I couldn’t find one.  There’s a lesson there isn’t 
there.  God’s blessing knows no boundaries that it can’t jump 
over that it can’t overcome, that it can’t break through.  Mercy 
and blessing are continual.  The only, only limiting force I have 
ever found in scripture and in life on God’s mercy and God’s 
blessing is the individual refusing it.  That’s the only limit I 
found.  The invitation is to everyone.   
 
Is it possible that some of the folks in that crowd said, “There’s 
no way I’m going to touch that bread after it’s come around 
that crowd, I’m out of here! I’ll go get something on my own!  
I’ll go pay my way!”  It’s possible right?  We don’t have a record 
of that, but it’s possible!  We know folks like that!  Some of us 
have been that stubborn at times; that’s the only limit that I can 
find. 
 
Jesus respects our decisions, our choices as a learner, will we 
embrace this or not.  It doesn’t change whether or not there’s 
going to be assessment on it, but it’s an invitation that is made 
to everyone and it meets everyone, but that crowd is full of 



people that don’t fit together anywhere else accept at God’s 
table and that’s a beautiful thing. 
 
The fourth lesion, the fourth area that I would say Jesus is 
teaching His apostles and teaching us is what is called 
Eucharistic living.  The Eucharist.  Communion.  Eucharist 
means the “good gift.”  It’s the gift that we receive from God 
and is a gift that is given by God to us, and in receiving this 
good gift, as we receive the bread and the cup, we take the 
bread and we give thanks and we break it and we give it to all 
who are present.  What Jesus leads us into is realizing that just 
as He is the bread and the cup, we as His body are called to be 
the bread and cup for others in their moment of need.  We 
recognize that God has taken us, God has called us, God has 
blessed us and we can give thanks for that, and that God wants 
to break us open and use us to provide for others as well, and it 
always comes with a cost, there will always be an element of 
sacrifice in that, but there’s an immensity of God’s table and 
abundance that we experience in that provision as well. 
 
The good gift we receive was Jesus being who Jesus is, “The 
Christ” and that in turn releases us to grow and to learn what it 
means to truly be our true selves in Christ, not our false selves 
that we have told ourselves and others that we are, but who we 
really are because of the value God has placed upon us in 
creating us, it’s the gift of being yourself, truly, the way God has 
called and equipped you, the way God is shaping and molding 
you because ultimately, as Megan reminded us last week, you 
are the equipment God is using.  It’s not about having a fancy 
stage or fancy lighting.  It’s not about any of those things.  The 
technology is good, it’s handy, but the real good news only 
comes communicated life on life as we seek to love God and 
seek to love our neighbors as ourselves, and we define 
“neighbor” to include our enemies as well. 



 
It creates this transformation within us and within others as 
well. 
 
All of this raises a question for us:  What can we do with the 
leftovers God has blessed us with, as He’s teaching us, as we 
pick up the pieces from these lessons, and we realize that we 
all have a basketful of reminders to us throughout the week of 
the way God has provided for us, the way God has blessed us, 
the way God has loved us even when we were a crying infant, 
we were deeply loved, and that’s a beautiful reality of God’s 
grace! 
 
What are the baskets you carry with you to remind you of 
God’s grace and God’s blessings, so that through the week 
when you are tempted to forget that you are loved, that you 
have been blessed, that you have been provided for.  What are 
the reminders that bring you back to that memory, so that you 
can go forward in faith and in service?  After your needs have 
been met, what do you do with the baskets of surplus that God 
has provided for you? 
 
You see, it takes a lot of faith to live with something a degree 
lower, so that others might simply live.  It takes a lot of faith to 
say, “I don’t need all that stuff, and the stuff I’ve got doesn’t 
need to be top of the line, but Jesus meets us here and He helps 
us come to here, and He walks with us here and He challenges 
us here and eventually we realize this is where He wanted me 
all along, and man!  Hasn’t He brought me a long way!  And if 
He’s brought me this far, surely there’s nobody else who 
couldn’t also be brought that far, and so we go back and we 
recruit others and we walk them through the steps, and we 
graciously love them into the kingdom and we welcome them 
into peace and joy and celebration, mourning with those who 



mourn and celebrating with those who celebrate because this 
is the life of the gospel, this is good news in a world sorely in 
need of good news.  That God is love, that God has acted in 
times, facing history to redeem us, to heal us, to save us and He 
does this all in community for us. 
 
As our song leaders are coming forward think to yourself, what 
are the baskets that you carry to remind you of God’s gracious 
provision?  Are there mementos that are symbolic reminders 
for you?  Are there other things that help you in this journey?  
Where are the areas in your life that Jesus wants to teach you 
right now?  That Jesus wants to walk with you and provide for 
you right now?  These are the areas that you can lean into and 
trust that through the Holy Spirit and through the graciousness 
of others God will lead you into the fullness that He has created 
and called you to be. 


