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 When one of those at the table with him heard this, he 
said to Jesus, “Blessed is the man who will eat at the feast in the 
kingdom of God.” 
 Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a great 
banquet and invited many guests.  At the time of the banquet 
he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, ‘Come, 
for everything is now ready.’ 
 “But they all alike began to make excuses.  The first said, ‘I 
have just bought a field, and I must go and see it.  Please excuse 
me.’ 
 “Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and 
I’m on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.’ 
 “The servant came back and reported this to his master.  
Then the owner of the house became angry and ordered his 
servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town 
and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.’ 
 “’Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, 
but there is still room.’ 
 “Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads 
and the country lanes and make them come in, so that my 
house will be full.  I tell you, not one of those men who were 
invited will get a taste of my banquet.’” 
 
SERMON: 
(While showing a picture of the Dukes of Hazard General Lee 
car, part of the audio was cut off)    
 



Driving of this, and they may have put a lot of wear and tear on 
the transmission and the suspension because they were busy 
running away from the cops.  Those good ole boys down in 
Hazard County.  It is the General Lee!  Did you get a deal at 
$500 despite all the flaws?  In fact, the flaws in it are the things 
that really make it worthwhile because you know the story on 
how it got those flaws, right?  That’s what makes it special and 
worthwhile. 
 
So, Rick you can give me feedback on how I did selling that 
later on! (Laughter) 
 
But love becomes despite the imperfections around the other 
side of knowing the reality of the situation is a true and deep 
love. 
 
We begin with the notion of this could be an amazing brand 
new car that I’ve always dreamed of, of course I want it, but it 
might not be, so I don’t want to go for it, but then we find out 
that there’s a lot of imperfections and flaws in this vehicle and 
we realize, “Okay, well maybe not, maybe not.”  It may be the 
price was compelling so that’s why we stayed in with it. 
 
But then on the other side of it, we realize that the flaws and 
imperfections are actually one of the reasons why we would 
love this vehicle all the more because if you drove up in the 
General Lee to your friends, they would all think, “Wow! That’s 
pretty awesome!”  Never mind that when they get in, it 
basically sinks down to the tires because of how much damage 
has been done to the shocks and suspension system. 
 
The backdrop on our passage this morning: if you’re not there 
already, I invite you to turn with me to Luke chapter 14.  We’re 



going to pick up in verse 15, but I want to tell you a little bit 
about what happened before it.   
 
Prior to this, what’s been happening is Jesus got invited to a 
meal at the home of a Pharisee.  Now the Pharisees at that time 
were the religious leaders, they were very concerned with 
living a life that honored God in even the smallest details of 
their lives; to the point where when we talk about tithe or 
giving, we talk about giving 10% of our income, the Pharisees 
tithed 10% on the spices that were in their kitchens in order to 
make sure that they had left nothing out of the possible 
generosity they could have towards God.  So they are very 
concerned with obeying the Law to the minutest details; they 
are exemplars, they are people you point to as you are walking 
down with your children of, “Look children, that’s who you 
should grow up to be like.” 
 
So Jesus is in the home of a Pharisee and while He’s there, 
there’s a man there, He heals this man, it is on the Sabbath, so 
He is breaking the law of the day by healing this man on the 
Sabbath, and He begins to tell a parable about a dinner party 
and when you go to a dinner party, you shouldn’t seek the seat 
of honor, you shouldn’t strive for that, you don’t need to worry 
about those kind of ambitions, but instead you should take the 
lowest seat because if you are worthy of honor, you will be 
given it, you will be recognized, so you don’t have to worry 
about your status in the world, you don’t need to worry about 
your status at the dinner table. 
 
Then He also tells them that when you throw a party, you 
should invite the poor, the crippled, the lame and the blind, all 
those who can’t repay you because you shouldn’t be doing it 
for getting repaid and getting ahead in the world; you should 



be doing it because the more the merrier at a party, that’s the 
way it works! 
 
So, He is tearing down the way that they approach parties, and 
at the end He said this: “If you invite them, you’ll be blessed 
although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the righteous. “  Now the image He is drawing 
on here is actually a conversation that goes back 700 years 
prior to Jesus.  In Isaiah 25 where it talks about how the Lord is 
going to throw a banquet on His mountain, which is always the 
symbol of His reign, His kingdom; on His mountain there’s 
going to be a banquet for all peoples where God is going to 
remove the shroud that’s covered all the nations; the shroud of 
death, and it’s going to be this giant celebration; and that’s the 
picture in Isaiah. 
 
Then what happens is there are some groups who come along 
after Isaiah, Israel actually gets defeated by another kingdom 
and their king and their rulers and many of their population 
are kidnapped and taken away into captivity in Babylon, and 
you can imagine how they feel about the Babylonians at that 
point.  They’re probably not big fans of them, so to hear a 
prophesy from Isaiah that says, “all the nations” which would 
include Babylon are going to be gathered at the feast of the 
Lord and He’ll remove the shroud that’s going to cover all 
nations, they’re probably not excited about that. 
 
So they come out with a couple of interpretations at this point: 
One is that, well yeah, all the nations are going to be there, but 
while we get dinner, they’re going to get a plague and are going 
to suffer and they’re going to be the dinner entertainment 
because while we’re getting satisfied, we’re going to watch 
them suffering and we’re going to be consoled in our pain 
because of what they’ve done to us.  Not exactly a festive 



holiday meal, but for folks who are hurt and seeking revenge, it 
can be an attempting sort of vision.   
 
Then there came another community along the way, and they 
said, reflecting on the Isaiah 25 passage, “Well they will be 
there, but it’s not going to be a plague, instead the Angel of 
Death is going to be there and he is going to have a sword and 
all the Gentiles are going to suffer, and our God is going to get 
our revenge for us!  They will be repaid for what they have 
done,” again, festive holiday season material here for 
Christmas, huh? 
 
Then another community came along:  This community was at 
Cumron which was the contemporary of Jesus, it would be a 
seen community; they were just immediately preceding Jesus 
and there’s some who say that some of His teachings were 
probably influenced by dialoguing with this community and 
they said, “Well, it’s not going to be this bloodbath, but the 
Gentiles won’t be there, and in fact a lot of the Jewish people 
aren’t going to be there.  The only ones who are going to be 
there are the most pious and devout Jews, and we will be there 
at the banquet feast of God and the rest of creation, well you 
know, they got what they get coming to them.”  But it was more 
of a passive look at it. 
 
So, Jesus enters into this conversation about the resurrection 
of the righteous and the banquet feast of the Lord, and as He is 
saying this, and He saying, “You will be repaid at this.”   
 
Verse 15:  “When one of those at the table with him heard this, 
he said to Jesus, “Blessed is the man who will eat at the feast in 
the kingdom of God.” So the blessing is in the future for him.  
Up to this point, Jesus has been talking present tense; your 
blessing is a present experience because you’ve begun to live a 



life of generosity in light of God’s generosity.  This guy’s 
making this comment after Jesus had made everything really 
awkward and uncomfortable at the table because He said this 
whole vision where it was constantly getting narrower and 
narrower and narrower from Isaiah.  He is saying, “No, it’s not 
that.”   
 
Prior to this, the passage we went through last week, it’s all 
about God’s invitation going out wide and far, and He’s dealing 
how even with God’s own people, there is a tendency to draw 
the boundary narrower and narrower and narrower, but God 
wants to throw the doors wide open. 
 
So, this man who says this in verse 15, you can almost hear him 
saying it with a sort of tone, “well, blessed is that man, blessed 
is I, I am going to be there, I’m in!  And if anyone else makes it 
in, they’re going to be blessed to, but I’m in!” 
 
And Jesus goes on to say this: 
 Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a great 
banquet and invited many guests.  At the time of the banquet 
he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, ‘Come, 
for everything is now ready.’ 
 “But they all alike began to make excuses.  The first said, ‘I 
have just bought a field, and I must go and see it.  Please excuse 
me.’ 
 “Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and 
I’m on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.’ 
 “The servant came back and reported this to his master.  
Then the owner of the house became angry and ordered his 
servant.  I’m going to stop there for a moment. 
 
Okay, Jesus has just encountered this attitude that the banquet 
is going to be very narrow and small, you’re lucky to make it in 



the door.  Blessed is the man who makes it in the door.  And 
Jesus begins to tell this story, a parable to express His 
understanding of the kingdom of God and what that means in 
the present that He is bringing about, but also the future hope 
that He is going to accomplish. 
 
When we gather together at Advent, we are remembering that 
there was a time when Israel was in captivity and they were 
looking forward to the Savior, the Messiah coming. 
 
As Christians, we believe that that happened in the incarnation 
where Jesus is the Christ, God in the flesh among us.  Eugene 
Peterson writes about it this way when he’s writing about John 
1:  God moved into the neighborhood.  If you move into a 
neighborhood, what does that mean about how you view the 
neighborhood?  It’s where you want to be, right?  It’s 
something you value; it’s something you want to be a part of 
the fabric of. 
 
So when we confess the incarnation, we are confessing that the 
God who created everything values His creation enough to 
move right into the heart of it, so He can redeem it, so He can 
be a light in the darkness.  Keep this in mind as we continue on 
in this, when we’re thinking about the love of God and how that 
works! 
 
Jesus tells a story about a man preparing a great banquet and 
inviting many guests.  So how many guests are invited, just a 
few?  No! Many guests!  We don’t know how big that number 
actually is, but we know it’s a lot; it’s many, right? 
 
So the way it would work, back then they didn’t have freezers, 
they didn’t have refrigerators, so when you would get together 
for a banquet feast; if we were going to have a feast here, I 



would send out an invitation to all of you, and then you would 
RSVP, Repondez s’il vous plait, Respond Please, let me know 
how many of you are coming, because based on how many of 
you said, “Yes, I will be there”, that’s how many chickens, goats, 
ducks, calves I would slaughter for the feast, because we 
wouldn’t be getting this ahead of time, we would be doing it 
like the day of or the day before.  Then once the food is ready, 
or maybe just an hour before of when the final touches are put 
on, I’d send out word to you to let you know that everything is 
ready.  The banquet is now prepared, come and enjoy the feast, 
enter into my house and let’s celebrate and enjoy this. 
 
So, there’s the first invitation and then there’s a time of 
preparation and then there’s a time when you’re invited to 
come celebrate, enjoy this; that’s where we’re at in this 
moment.  “Come now for everything is now ready!”  But they 
all alike began to make excuses.  The first said, ‘I have just 
bought a field, and I must go and see it.  Please excuse me.’ 
 
How many of you, if you’ve just bought a property would want 
to go and see that instead of going to a party?  Now you just 
made a big purchase, you just made a big investment, right?  
How many of you would buy a piece of property without seeing 
it first?  Good!  No one!  Don’t do that, it’s bad advice!  Where 
does Jesus live when He is telling this story?  He is living in the 
Middle East.  When they are buying land, they are talking about 
buying ground for agriculture, right?  They would want to raise 
crops on this.  When you think of, and it’s okay for a moment 
here to just kind of go with that general stereotype you have 
from third grade geography. 
 
When you think of the Middle East, do you think of lots of 
luscious farm ground where you could just put a stake in the 
ground and you’re ready to go!  No!  Before you would buy 



land, you would want to go and inspect it, you would want to 
see it.  In fact, deals and transactions especially in that day took 
months and even years to complete; not because of ownerus 
regulations and paperwork, but because you wanted to make 
sure it was good all seasons of the year; you wanted to make 
sure that as the sun lowers in the sky and the days become 
shorter in the wintertime, you want to make sure that it 
actually is going to get enough exposure so it will continue to 
grow through the winter in the Middle East.  So you would 
want to inspect this and take this very seriously.  So this excuse 
here, “I’ve just bought a field and I must go see it” is a lie!  It’s 
an excuse that’s actually intended to dishonor the host. You 
went ahead, you got everything ready for me, no, I got better 
things to do!”  They’re not telling the truth in this. 
 “Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and 
I’m on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.’  Again, come 
back to our car analogy:  how many of you would hand over 
money for the car before you’ve taken it on a test drive?  
Probably not, right?  Why?  There could be something wrong 
with it, there could be a tick, there could be a rattle when it 
starts up when it’s cold; there could be all sorts of things that 
you would want to know before you purchase it. 
 
Now imagine, five oxen, okay?  Oxen work together in teams, so 
you buy them by the pair, and they have a yoke between them.  
In that day and age, they had a yoke, they would take a pair of 
oxen, so there was only two; we’re not talking about the big 
ones out west where there are four and that.  Just two!  When 
happens if one of those oxen is stronger than the other?  You go 
in circles; you’re not able to till in straight lines!  What happens 
if one moves faster than the other?  Again, same thing!  You’re 
not going to be able to plant in straight lines at this point. 
 



So this person just bought team of five oxen and they have to 
go see if they’re okay.  Again!  Empty excuse, just trying to get 
out of the party for whatever reason; it’s a lie intended to 
dishonor the host. 
 
The third one: Still another said, “I just got married, so I can’t 
come.”  So there are some when they read this they hear 
echoes, in the Old Testament, when you got married, you were 
exempted from having to serve in the military for a year. Why 
was this?  So you could enjoy the fruit of being married for a 
year before you had a chance of getting killed; that was the 
whole point, so you could enjoy it and not be threatened by the 
sorts of things that would threaten you otherwise.  
 
So if the nation went to war, and you had just gotten married 
the previous year, you didn’t have to go to war with the others, 
because they felt like you should have the opportunity to enjoy 
some of life and so with this then, we have somebody saying, “I 
can’t go to the feast because I just got married.”  Again, it’s not 
working as an excuse; they just got married, they already had 
their feast and celebration, why not have more of a party with 
the rest of the village at this point?  They aren’t getting on 
board with this. 
 
You’ll notice in the story that the servant stops and comes back 
after those three because he sees how this is going.  Whatever 
had happened, the guests that had been invited had decided to 
bring shame and dishonor on the host.  They are not going to 
get with the party, so they are going to embarrass the host, not 
to mention wasting all the resources and effort that he has put 
into preparing this feast for them. 
 “The servant came back and reported this to his master.  
Then the owner of the house became very angry.  How many of 
you when you get slighted, you get insulted, somebody cuts 



you off in traffic or your boss comes in on Friday and says, “I 
need you to come in on Saturday?”  You get angry!  That’s okay, 
I do, and I get very angry!   
 
What’s amazing in this is when Jesus is telling this story, 
whether He is the master or God is the master, it identifies this:  
The master gets angry.  But what happens next?  What happens 
to all that energy that comes from getting angry, because anger 
gives us a lot of energy, doesn’t it; it gives us so much so that 
we have a tough time channeling it and that’s why we often 
lash out at people in unintended ways around us and they 
suffer when we’re angry at somebody else, because there’s so 
much energy it’s hard to hold it and to moderate it.   
 
What happens when the master gets angry? He orders his 
servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town 
and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.’ 
 
What would be expected is Jesus would tell a story where the 
master would get insulted, he would get angry and he would 
send his servants to go take revenge on his enemies who have 
insulted him, because it was all about saving face and making 
sure you looked tough and respectable; that’s the way our 
world is, right; it’s for that, it’s for revenge, when somebody 
comes after us we go after them.  Eye for an eye, tooth for a 
tooth, right?  It’s even in the Old Testament.  We can quote that, 
right?  We can justify that. 
 
Notice the picture that Jesus draws here of a master who is 
willing to endure that shame and transform that anger into a 
gracious outpouring on those who don’t deserve it. 
 



What does he say?  ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of 
the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the 
lame.’ 
 
Immediately in the previous passage, he had been talking 
about inviting the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame to 
your feast; that’s what this master does as an example. 
 “’Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, 
but there is still room.’ 
 “Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads 
and the country lanes and make them come in, so that my 
house will be full. (The roads and country lanes, those would 
be travelers, those would be people who aren’t even from that 
village, and he says, ‘make them come into the house.’)   
We have got to talk a little bit about this because in Christian 
history, that verse has been used to justify inquisitions; it has 
been used to justify crusades that we will go out and force 
people to become Christians, ‘then we will make them come in, 
you’re going to have a good time and you’re going to like it, 
because it’s a celebration, now have fun!’ 
 
What he is actually saying here is when you would go out into 
the country lanes on the roads; you’re meeting people who are 
just traveling off the highway basically.  They’re total strangers, 
they have no connection, and when you invite them into a 
feast, they’re going to, “What, no!  That’s weird, I’m not part of 
your family, why would you invite me into a feast?”  It’s not 
expected.  They couldn’t believe that they could receive that 
kind of gracious invitation.  So that compelling, “No, no, it’s 
true!  Come in, come in and enjoy the feast, it’s really true!” 
 
And we know in our heart of hearts that we have a tough time 
believing grace as well, don’t we?  That, “no, it is good news, it 
really is good news!”  That thing, you think, keeps God from 



loving you, is something God sees and God accepts you still, 
God works with you still.  He meets you in that spot.  He 
compels you to come in, to come enjoy the celebration; it’s not 
that He’s blind to the thing, it’s that the thing doesn’t define 
you!  Think about that for a moment.  It’s not that God doesn’t 
see it, it’s that God doesn’t let it define His response to you.  His 
response has everything to do with His character, not your 
history.  Or maybe it was something that was done to you.  God 
sees it, God enters into that hurt and pain, and God moves into 
that neighborhood and begins to restore, to bring you in for 
healing, and to bring you in for celebration. 
 
“ I tell you, not one of those men who were invited will get a 
taste of my banquet.’” 
 
Up to this point, everyone’s been invited, everyone’s been 
invited and there’s still food and there’s still places at the table, 
when guess what?  When it gets full, it’s full!  But it’s a lot 
bigger than we’ve often heard it to be, and it’s a lot more 
joyous than we’ve often heard it to be.  What God is doing 
through His love is throwing the doors wide open and inviting 
us, each and everyone to be received in ways that we cannot 
possibly imagine, in ways that we can continue to doubt and 
wonder, but we’re welcome to the feast.  Jesus is proclaiming 
the good news that the kingdom of God is one of love. 
 
Now when I use that word love, it’s tricky for us because in 
English, I use the same word to describe God’s love as I use to 
describe the way that I love my wife, to use the way that I 
describe that I love my 1977 Chrysler LeBaron (laughter) or 
that I love tacos and pizza, especially pepperoni pizza!  Right?   
 



So I mean when we use this word love here, hopefully we 
talking about degrees of love and that your family is more 
important to you than the pepperoni pizza! 
 
But in the Greek, they actually had six different words for love, 
okay?  So the first was Eros, that’s where we get our word 
erotic, and it was this passionate sort of love, it’s the romance 
sort of love that it just Wow!  You’re caught up and you forget 
everything else because of your encounter with this person, it’s 
very passionate; it’s very fleeting, but very powerful, it was so 
powerful that they were actually a little afraid of it. 
 
The second word they used for love was philia.  How many of 
you have been to Philadelphia?  The city of brotherly love!  
Philia is this brotherly love; it’s this mutual friend sort-of love. 
 
They also had Lutus.  Lutus is the sort of love that just gets 
together and having a good time, so it could be friends 
celebrating, it’s more lighthearted, more of a celebratory love. 
 
Then there was Pragma.  Pragma is where we get the sense of 
pragmatic, right?  Pragma was the sort of love that undergirded 
an ongoing relationship.  So, you know, we often hear couples 
talk about how when they get married, you know, everything 
starts out, you’ve got the honeymoon phase, right?  It’s our 
polite way of saying that’s the Eros phase.  Your partner can do 
no wrong; you married the perfect one!  Right?  And lucky you, 
because nobody gets the perfect one now.  Some of you are 
chuckling because you’re past that stage!  Your in the stage of 
Pragma.   
 
Pragma is where you begin to realize that they will always steal 
the sheets; they will always squeeze the toothpaste from the 
wrong end of the tube, they will always forget to put their jeans 



in the hamper, and you begin to make concessions and deals 
within the relationship so that you can coexist with one 
another and that’s an abiding sort of love where you continue 
to make mutual sacrifices for one another; it’s Pragma, it’s a 
very pragmatic approach to the relationship so that you can 
stay together with one another. 
 
So let’s get to #6: (it was just a blank, nothing exciting) 
(Laughter) 
 
Agape.  Agape love was a self-sacrificing love and when the 
New Testament authors were writing the original gospels and 
Paul was writing his letters that are all throughout the New 
Testament, they’re writing in Greek, so they’re choosing what 
Greek word to use to describe the love of God and they land on 
agape.  Agape is a self-sacrificing love.  It’s a love that gives for 
the sake of the other; it sees the other in all their vulnerability, 
their weaknesses and everything else and says, “No, I just want 
to give” it’s a very generous sort of love; it’s a sacrificial sort of 
love, and when we talk about the love of God that’s the kind of 
love that we’re talking about.  We’re not talking about the way 
that I love pepperoni pizza, we’re talking about a love that 
gives of itself, even when it costs itself and when Jesus is 
declaring that sort of love in the kingdom of God, that’s the 
nature of the kingdom of God, He’s going to create enemies 
because their picture of the kingdom at that point is “No, we 
know there’s a boundary here, and we’re on the inside of this 
boundary and they are on the outside of this boundary,” but 
when you think about the very story that we gather to 
celebrate every year at Advent, Jesus comes vulnerable as a 
baby, born to unwed parents; an unwed teenage mother in that 
day and age it would have been an offense for stoning or great 
shame for the family, no room in the inn we hear about, no 
room on the _______ because the rest of the family is there 



already.  We hear about shepherds and we think, “Oh, 
shepherds, cute and cuddly.”  Shepherds in that day and age 
were shameful sorts of people; you wouldn’t have your kids 
hang out with a shepherd.  They smelled bad and they are very 
violent.  You keep you kids away from shepherds. 
 
So the shepherds come and they’re in the middle of nowhere, 
Bethlehem.  You would think the God of this universe wanting 
to proclaim this kingdom and this good news would land 
somewhere in the Emperor’s house; the son of Caesar because 
that son we could recognize because Caesar was divine and 
had all the power.  I mean, of course, that’s where it’s at, right? 
Right in Rome and then proclaim it all the way out. 
 
But somewhere on the fringe of the empire is where God 
begins to move and decides to reveal that the true love and 
power of God is most explicitly revealed in the image of a poor 
baby that’s going to grow up to be a poor adult but who is 
going to proclaim a love and acceptance of grace that the world 
still struggles to comprehend. 
 
The incarnation was God moving into the neighborhood, the 
cosmic Christ putting on flesh and blood to reveal God to us 
and in doing so destroying the works of the devil who deceives 
us, who convinces us that we need to murder one another and 
strive against one another to make it anywhere in the world 
and says, “no, in an economy of grace, there is enough for us 
all.”  We don’t need to push one another down so we can get 
ahead in the world, but we can get ahead together by 
welcoming all to the table and making sure there’s room for all. 
 
In this work crisis rescuing the creation through the 
redemption of humanity itself, redeeming us in many ways 



from ourselves because we refuse to believe that we are 
accepted even when we’re unacceptable. 
 
What really becomes the task of life and especially as 
Christians, the Christian life, it’s how do we become vessels 
that can hold this love within us and share this love with 
others. 
 
Now for much of our lives we develop survival mechanisms.  
We figure out a way to get through it, we come up with ways of 
coping with life.  Now, some of us have more socially 
acceptable ways of coping than others, but in the end what we 
do in response to the world around us is we find a way to cope 
with the world around us and so we establish a life that gets us 
by, that helps us get ahead, that helps us succeed, that helps us 
survive and it’s the container of our lives.  But there’s lots of 
holes in it and we can’t contain it, and so when we receive love 
then in those moments, you know, we have this vessel and 
we’re trying to receive love and we just can’t; we just can’t do 
it.  And what I would do to give pose it to you is the way the 
grace and love of God works is it comes to those holes in our 
life, those gaps and it begins to heal those gaps and those 
wounds, and in the healing of those gaps and wounds in your 
life, as you begin to encounter the grace of God, and you 
encounter the love of God, as you are transformed in those 
things, you become a vessel that can bear and love grace to 
others because if we don’t work on the holes in our life, if we 
don’t allow the love of God to fill the holes and gaps in our life 
to heal us, think about that word “salvation” all the way at the 
beginning of it is “sal” like a salve or like salt which is a 
cleansing agent as well as a spicy flavor; all of those things, it’s 
all about healing that Christ is doing with these people. 
 



He heals the lame man at that dinner table and He wants to 
heal us so that we can come in.  So we don’t need to keep 
making excuses.  We don’t need to keep saying, “No, you don’t 
understand.”  He does understand.  He’s experienced the 
rejection; He’s experienced the pain.  When Christ puts on flesh 
and moves into the neighborhood, He experiences all of life. 
 
Remember the story of Mary and Joseph and where they are at 
in life.  Knowing that there’s a bit of scandal in His birth.  What 
do you think the kids used to say to Him on the playground?  
Because kids are just loving and generous all the time, right?  
He dealt with that; He endured that. 
 
Later on as He grew up and He became an itinerant preacher 
and they began to say things like, “He’s from Nazareth, nothing 
good comes from Nazareth.”  How do you think He responded 
to that?   
 
When they’re at the table and He gives them this lecture and 
He tells them a story about a master who gets angry at the way 
people treat him and respond to his generosity?  Do you think 
there’s some of him coming into that?  “I’m giving you this gift 
and you want nothing to do with it.” 
 
Again, how does the anger get channeled; it gets turned into 
this loving gracious response of inviting those who don’t 
belong and including those who don’t belong. 
 
In another story in Mark’s gospel, there’s a time when Jesus is 
healing on the Sabbath because He seemed to intentionally 
seek out ways to disrupt their expectations and our 
expectations, and He is healing this person and they get 
indignant, they get angry like “Oh, I can’t believe He just healed 
him, can’t he just wait until the Sabbath was over?” 



 
And it says that Jesus gets angry and He heals someone.  “All 
right, fine!  You’re offended at that?  Fine!  I’m going to heal this 
person too!”  That’s the way that He channels the anger; that’s 
the way that the love of God works.  And so when we receive 
this love then, it begins to transform us so that imperfections 
and all we become vessels and containers for God’s love to the 
world around us as well. 
 
So when we receive this story at Advent, that’s why this is good 
news!  It’s not because our family has it altogether, because we 
don’t, right? We have those histories, we have those memories; 
we have lived a lot of life and we’ve done the best we could, but 
God is inviting us into a deeper wisdom that allows love to 
transform our family systems, our church systems, our 
neighborhoods, all of those things through His love as we 
respond to it. 
 
There’s a painting I recently came across that just amazes me 
and I want to share it with you this morning (so if we could 
bring that up). 
 
You’ve heard the song, “Mary Did You Know?” Right?  You’ve 
heard that sung in many church services.  This question to the 
teenage mother, Mary: “Mary did you know what was going to 
happen in all of this?  This is the Annunciation, which is a fancy 
way of saying it’s when Mary was informed that she was going 
to bear the Son of God.  It’s Henry Ossawa Tanner’s and it was 
painted in 1898, and one of things I like about this is: (1) just 
the way light bathes the room, but notice Mary.  Now normally 
when we see Mary she is just always peacefully tranquil, right?  
She’s just reposed and filled with peace and calmness, right? 
 



How does she look in this painting to you?  Anxious!  Any other 
words?  Distraught, anxious, skeptical.  There’s a humility 
there, right?  “Me? Me?”  What else?  Feel those emotions; what 
must have it been like for this girl 13-14 years old. I wouldn’t 
want to have a vision like this, I don’t know about you, but if 
something like that shows up in my bedroom at night, and I am 
freaked out!  But she’s there, listening, pondering, and 
wondering.  Do you think she catches the implications of this?   
Remember, at this point she has just been told she is going to 
have a child!  She’s betrothed to be married; she’s not married 
yet!  That’s never something that goes over well in 90% of 
human cultures throughout history, and remember, her 
husband-to-be is a gracious and just man, so the plan that he 
naturally comes up with on his own until divine intervention is 
he will divorce her and quietly put her away.  That’s the 
gracious response to this. 
 
The ungracious response to this is to do it publicly and shame 
her if not try and get the village to stone her.  When she’s 
receiving this, you bet she’s anxious.  You’ve just been told that 
you are going to bear the Messiah and we’re not going to do it 
in the normal sort of way, where it’s going to have a white 
picket fence and a beautiful home that everybody envies.  But 
instead God moves into the least and the last.  Because if He 
moves into the home of the powerful; those who have it 
altogether, that says something about the good news; that it’s 
for those who have already made it, those who already got 
their act together. 
 
But by moving into the least and the lost and the last, the 
creator is saying, “There’s not one square inch I am giving up 
on!  I’m going all the way in on this!”  And it carries all through 
the rest of the trajectory of Jesus’ life, even to the cross, which 
is the most shameful way to die.  “I’m going to redeem even the 



robbers and the thieves! There will be no one outside of the 
reach of this gospel.”   
 
God saves the world by His love and invites us to join this 
work. 
 
The parable that Jesus teaches, you notice how the master 
sends out this declaration to invite in the cripple, the lame and 
the blind, bring them in, and the servant comes back and says, 
“Master, there’s still some room here. I can go get some more.”  
The servant gets caught up in the master’s vision and goes out 
to bring in more, to compel them, to convince them that “No, it 
really is good news and you’re really welcome at this table.” 
 
The servant gets caught up in proclaiming this good news.  
God’s looking for co-partners in this work, and we’re invited to 
be those co-partners.  To be healed ourselves so we can bear 
that love and we might find along the way that that junked out 
jalopy is really the General Lee and it’s something beautiful 
because of all of the life that it’s been through and all that it’s 
experienced; and (2) with those parts of those lives that we’re 
often ashamed of, the end of the day there’s a redemption that 
takes place.  And redemption doesn’t paper over things and 
say, “Well, it was okay, it wasn’t that bad” and always look on 
the bright side of life.  No, redemption says “No!  It was the 
cross; it was a death” but in entering into the tomb of grief and 
mourning in those transitions, we come out and experience 
resurrection on the other side of that and we find that those 
two we part of our journey that brought us to here; to 
experiencing God’s grace in a depth which we never 
anticipated we could.  That’s good news! 
 
As our song leaders are coming forward to lead us in our 
closing song, we’re reminded that the angels came and they 



proclaimed this good news.  That there’s an invitation for us to 
join that heavenly chorus and not with just the words we sing 
here on a Sunday morning, but as we receive the light of Christ, 
we bear that light out into the darkness, recognizing that some 
of the darkest places are within our own heart, but if light 
comes in that place, then light will also come in the other 
places in our world that are filled with darkness as well. 
 
So we proclaim this and sing this joyful hymn. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


