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 Now when Jesus returned, a crowd welcomed him, for 
they were all expecting him.  Then a man named Jairus, a ruler 
of the synagogue, came and fell at Jesus’ feet, pleading with him 
to come to his house because his only daughter, a girl of about 
twelve, was dying. 
 As Jesus was on his way, the crowds almost crushed him.  
And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for 
twelve years, but no one could heal her.  She came up behind 
him and touched the edge of his cloak, and immediately her 
bleeding stopped. 
 “Who touched me?” Jesus asked.  “Master, the people are 
crowding and pressing against you.” 
 But Jesus said, “Someone touched me; I know that power 
has gone out from me.” 
 Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, 
came trembling and fell at his feet.  In the presence of all the 
people, she told why she had touched him and how she had 
been instantly healed.  Then he said to her, “Daughter, your 
faith has healed you.  Go in peace.” 
 While Jesus was still speaking, someone came from the 
house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler.  “Your daughter is dead,” 
he said.  “Don’t bother the teacher any more.” 
 Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, “Don’t be afraid; just 
believe, and she will be healed.” 
 When he arrived at the house of Jairus, he did not let 
anyone go in with him except Peter, John and James, and the 
child’s father and mother.  Meanwhile, all the people were 



wailing and mourning for her.  “Stop wailing,” Jesus said.  “She 
is not dead but asleep.” 
 They laughed at him, knowing that she was dead.  But he 
took her by the hand and said, “My child, get up!”  Her spirit 
returned, and at once she stood up.  Then Jesus told them to 
give her something to eat.  Her parents were astonished, but he 
ordered them not to tell anyone what had happened. 
 
SERMON: 
 
Pastor Richard says: I’m going to need some help here at the 
beginning of the message; if there are five brave individuals 
who will come help me, despite everything you’ve seen over 
the years (laughter) I can draft two.  Okay, I think we’re good!   
 
Our Sunday begins with tragedy.  A group of individuals went 
on a 3-hour tour and the storms got rough and as a result, they 
were shipwrecked at sea and stuck in a lifeboat.  In the lifeboat 
were a female doctor, a stay-at-home mother, a male lawyer, a 
small child and a janitor. (laughter)  The dilemma here is 
there’s only room for four in the lifeboat.  So for the sake of the 
group, one person needs to be removed from the lifeboat.  You 
have been vested with the authority to choose who is removed 
from the lifeboat and who remains for the sake of saving the 
others. 
 
So!  With your neighbor, discuss the merit and benefit of saving 
the female doctor and all of her contributions to the medical 
community, the stay-at-home mother, the male lawyer, think 
about how you feel about lawyers before you make this 
decision (laughter), the small child and the janitor who empties 
your wastebasket tirelessly night after night.  Discuss with 
your neighbor; who stays and who goes?  Go about it! 
 



Do we have an answer?  (Someone shouts out – the lawyer!)  
Who said the lawyer? (Laughter)  Oh, wow!  Do I need to vote 
on the others? (laughter).  Anyone else?  The issue is capsizing; 
it’s not about space in the boat it’s about weight distribution. 
 
It was the buffet on the cruise liner – that extra plate, you 
never know when it’s going to come back to bit you. (laughter) 
 
Okay, you can all have a seat!  Everyone thank our volunteers 
(applause). 
 
For a moment, think to yourself about the decision you just 
made.  How did a good third of the room settle on throwing the 
lawyer overboard for the sake of saving the others in the boat?  
How did you go about making your decision?  If you chose 
somebody else, let’s hear the rationale on why you chose 
somebody else.  You don’t even need to say who, you can even 
just say the lawyer, but how did you make that decision?  How 
did you go about it? 
 
Richard:  It was prejudice; why was the game tilted?    
 
Someone in the crowd answers:  Well, you hear all kinds of not 
great things about lawyers, sorry Adrian!  (laughter)   
 
Richard:  So the reputation of the lawyer is what did the lawyer  
or the field of lawyers, not even this individual lawyer.  You 
didn’t realize that he donates his time for international justice 
mission defending folks and prosecuting warlords.  Sorry!  
(laughter)  
 
Anyone else? 
 
(Someone says)  What they had to offer?  



Richard:  Okay, so what they could contribute, I mean the 
doctor contributes so much, right?  The child has limitless 
potential, the stay-at-home mother is raising children and they 
need her, right?  The janitor,  
 
Someone in the crowd says:  He’s a handyman! 
 
Richard:  He’s a handyman!  Okay, he has additional skills on 
his resume! (laughter)  because somebody’s got to clean the 
john! 
 
So the janitor has more practical skills to contribute to a 
survival situation than the attorney would, and women and 
children first, therefore, they get a pass to begin with, so really, 
we’re just choosing between the two men, so, okay, yeah!  
Thank you!  That’s really impressive in just the 30 seconds that 
I gave you! 
 
Okay, you should have kept the guy because you need some 
brute power to row the boat! Okay?  Fair enough, fair enough. 
 
Now you’ll notice how all of those on some level begin to talk 
about, what did they contribute?  Whether it’s what they 
contribute to the broader society to make it back to the 
mainland, or what they contribute if they are stuck on an island 
somewhere.  We have this tendency as humans; we do this 
ranking system, right?  We put top priority on the folks that we 
assign value to, then there’s kind of a stair step further out as 
you go, and that stair step tells us something about the values 
we have.  So this is a values clarification exercise, it raises 
questions for us about how do we go about deciding who gets 
to stay in the boat and who doesn’t because there’s limited 
resources, so what’s going to be best for the overall group?  



What do we choose in this?  How do we go about dealing with 
this dilemma, especially as it threatens others? 
 
So when you think to yourself, back to our own society right 
now for a moment, what are the things that we prioritize as a 
society?  How do we rank people?  So, what is it that makes 
someone influential or important in our society.  Just toss out 
some random characteristics: What gives someone influence or 
power here?  Education, money, celebrity, which is a whole 
new thing, right?  That’s new for our society.  Experience, good 
looks, attractive people tend to have a little bit easier way, 
right?  And if they’re Tom Brady and they have good looks, skill 
and a lot of money, it’s just not fair for the rest of us, is it?  
That’s why we all love to hate him!  
 
What else?  Age!  Interesting!  Which way?  So you think that 
we value youth over elderly?  Okay, that plays out in some 
ways!   
 
Can anyone make the case the opposite way?  Where we value 
the elderly over the youth?  And maybe not elderly, maybe old!  
Older!  Because none of us tend to think of ourselves as elderly, 
right?  They have more experience in life. The elder sub of 
society, right? 
 
Anything else?  Name!  Yeah, we still got a little bit of that going 
on, right?  We like to think we don’t, but it definitely plays into 
it, if nothing else.  Look at Paris Hilton’s career as a  celebrity,  
Inheriting Hilton Hotels. 
 
This stair-step dynamic that we set up is really an interesting 
thing; it happens in every society everywhere.  Sometimes the 
characteristics change, like celebrity; that’s kind of a new thing 



that didn’t really exist several hundred years ago, but now, it’s 
a big deal. 
 
Priesthood, has always been a group in various tribal groups or 
various nations that always have a bit of power and influence 
to it, though, oftentimes in some situations I can feel like it’s 
waning.   
 
Keep this in mind then as we take a look at Luke’s gospel and a 
day in the life of Jesus. 
 
Turn with me to Luke chapter 8, if you’re not there already, 
we’re going to begin in verse 40: 
 
A little background:  Jesus had crossed the lake, the Sea of 
Galilee at one point, to go over to a region that was heavily 
Greek, it was non-Jewish, and Jesus went into this area, He 
calmed the storm on the way into the area, and as He showed 
up in that area, He also cast demons out of a gentleman, and 
that gentleman turned around and He commissioned him to go 
and tell everyone what God had done for him. 
 
Now the people were so horrified at the economic damage that 
Jesus did in casting the demons into a herd of pigs and then 
driving them into the sea, that they asked Him to leave.  But 
Jesus, humbly, gets back into the boat and leaves and this is 
where our story picks up because He returns to the Jewish side 
of the lake, and as He returns, verse 40: 
 
“Now when Jesus returned, a crowd welcomed him, for they 
were all expecting him.” 
 
Now you’ll notice immediately that there’s a crowd there to 
greet Him; not just one individual, but they are looking for 



Him; they’re anticipating Him, they’re excited that He’s there.  
Maybe this is the reason why: 
 
“A man named Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, came and fell at 
Jesus’ feet, pleading with him to come to his house because his 
only daughter, a girl of about twelve, was dying.” 
 
Jairus was a very influential man in his community, he was the 
synagogue ruler, and the synagogue was at the heart of the 
village social life and religious life.  Jairus was responsible for 
insuring proper worship, and proper obedience to the Law, 
honoring God in their lifestyle day in and day out.  This is a 
man with tremendous influence because he has influence and 
prominence, how well known is his 12-year-old daughter in 
the village?  She’s fairly well known, right?  because that’s 
Jairus’ daughter.  That’s who that is, we know who she is, and 
the whole crowd has come out with him to come and plead 
Jesus to come and do something because his daughter, who is 
only 12 years old lay dying.  So Jesus immediately responds to 
this and he begins to go to his home and as he’s going there, it 
mentions that the crowds are pressing in on Him; pressing in 
on Him so much so that it gets translated as crushed or choking 
Him out, so it’s a big crowd.   
 
“While He’s pressing through this crowd, a woman was there 
who had been subject to bleeding for 12 years, but no one 
could heal her.  She came up behind him and touched the edge 
of his cloak and immediately her bleeding stopped.”  “Who 
touched Me, “ Jesus asked. 
 
So this woman is there, there’s a big crowd, right?  And this 
woman presses her way through the crowd to the very center 
where Jesus is at just to touch the edge of His robe.  She has 
had 12 years of hemorrhaging.  This is a severe condition for 



her, not only medically; imagine bleeding for 12 years, but also 
socially.  Remember, because what was Jairus’ role in the local 
synagogue?  He was the ruler of the synagogue; he had to 
ensure compliance with the Levitical Law. 
 
Leviticus 15 talks about men and woman who have involuntary 
discharges whether it’s hemorrhaging or other bodily fluids; 
they are considered unclean and so as a result, they can’t come 
in contact with anyone.  If such a person were to come into 
your home and they were to sit in a chair you were supposed 
to destroy that chair.  If they used a wooden bowl, the wooden 
bowl could be washed and preserved, but the other bowls had 
to be destroyed if they used it.  When this would happen, they 
had to go out from the village, remain for a certain period of 
days, come back, offer a sacrifice, which is the Temple in 
Jerusalem, not where they’re at, and then they could return 
home and be declared clean. 
 
This woman’s social life, religious life, economic life, everything 
about her has been disrupted for 12 years because of this 
illness.  When she presses into the crowd, she contaminates 
everyone in the crowd.  When she presses in and touches Jesus, 
according to Levitical Law, she contaminates Jesus and He is 
unclean. 
 
“Who touched Me?” Jesus asked.  When they all denied it, Peter 
said, “Master, the people are crowding and pressing against 
you.”  Peter pragmatic, “It’s a big crowd Jesus, lots of people 
just touched you.  What are you talking about?  Let’s go!  
There’s a girl dying!” 
 
But Jesus said, “Someone has touched me, I know that power 
has gone out from me.” 
 



Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, came 
trembling and fell at his feet.  In the presence of all the people, 
she told why she had touched him and how she had been 
instantly healed. 
 
Now think about it for a moment, here in Huntington, we have 
a very close-knit community.  Huntington is much larger that 
the average size of a village back then.  When somebody in our 
community that is fairly well known or even somebody on the 
edge gets sick, we tend to know about it, right?  We rally 
around those folks, we want to support them.  If they’d been 
sick for 12 years, something that also removed them from 
society at large, we would notice this, wouldn’t we?  We would 
be aware of this.  How much more so in a small village that 
involved ceremonial laws of cleanliness.  So when the crowd 
steps back and she’s there, what do you think their response 
is?  How did they respond in that situation?  There’s probably 
some anger there, because now they’ve got to go through 
purification rites.  There’s probably some concern there as 
well, some pity; this was their neighbor, this was someone 
else’s daughter. We don’t really ever get that household named, 
right?  But we have compassion in moments like that. 
 
There’s lots of things that’s going on in this crowd in the 
moment.  The woman seen that she could not go unnoticed.  
She has been unnoticed for 12 years.  Not able to experience or 
enjoy the physical touch of another one, even within her family, 
not able to go into the marketplace and exchange goods, not 
able to do anything you and I take for granted day in and day 
out because she would contaminate the people around her.   
What a horrible, horrible situation.  And no wonder she comes 
trembling and she falls at His feet, because if she just 
contaminated Him, how is He supposed to go perform miracles 
in God’s name?  He’s supposed to go and heal, right?  She didn’t 



expect all this attention to fall on her, she just hoped 
desperately that if she could just touch the hem of his robe, she 
would be healed; her issues would be taken care of.   She 
explains why she touched Him and how she has been instantly 
healed.   
 
Now think about it for a moment.  She’s been bleeding for 12 
years.  For her to know instantly that she’s been healed, this is 
probably an ongoing seepage kind of thing, like this is 
significant for her to know that she’s been healed in the 
moment.  There’s a little bit of disgust that gets involved in 
that. And what does Jesus say to her?  “Daughter,” daughter? 
Daughter.  Think about the power of that word alone for this 
woman who has not been touched for 12 years.  “Daughter, 
your faith has healed you.  Go in peace.” 
 
I don’t know about you but my schedule gets full and it gets 
busy and when folks come in interrupting that schedule, I have 
to really resist a strong drive and urge within myself to just 
hurriedly move on from them to the next thing and get back 
onto my agenda.  Jesus is not like me.  Jesus interrupts the 
entire itinerary, stops the whole village and they are 
proceeding to the synagogue ruler’s house and says, “Who 
touched me.?”  “Who touched me?  I felt the power go out of 
me, who touched me?”  
 
She’s already been healed, right?  The immediate issue has 
been taken care of.  Why does He stop the whole procession?  
Because there’s more restoration here than just stopping the 
bleeding for her.  There’s a restoration that involves 
reincorporating her into the society around her, welcoming her 
in as a daughter in a beloved community.   
 



When He makes space for her, when He declares, “Your faith 
has made you well.”  That word for made well which gets 
translated as healed is the Greek word, “sozo;” it’s the same 
word that means, “saved”.  There’s salvation in her healing that 
she receives at Jesus’ feet.  “Your faith has healed you, go in 
peace.”  Go in Arenia, Go in Shalom!  Be fully restored!  It’s not 
enough to stop the bleeding, there has to be a reconstitution of 
the community.  She needs to be reintroduced and reconciled 
and restored to her place as a daughter in the village.  That’s 
why He interrupts the itinerary for her. 
 
“While Jesus was still speaking, someone came from the house 
of Jairus, the synagogue ruler.  “Your daughter is dead,” he said. 
“Don’t bother the teacher any more.”” 
 
Ever had somebody whose not really good with bedside 
manner?  That’s the situation here.  A guy shows up, he’s very 
blunt, he’s probably exhausted, maybe he’s a close family 
friend or servant, he’s been with the family all night, he’s been 
watching the situation and he’s despairing this moment.  “She’s 
dead, just leave Him alone, there’s no point anymore.”  He’s 
given up all hope at this point. 
 
Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, “Do not be afraid, just believe 
and she will be healed.”  When He arrived at the house of 
Jairus, He would not let anyone go in with Him except, Peter, 
John and James and the child’s father and mother; so we get a 
much more select audience viewing this. 
 
Meanwhile, all the people were wailing and mourning for her.  
“Stop wailing,” Jesus said. “She is not dead, but asleep.”  So He 
engages the crowd before He goes into the house, and when He 
engages the crowd and He tells them, “She’s not dead, she’s 
asleep.”  Strange, why does He say that?  I mean we just got 



news that she’s dead, right? And it’s obvious from the way the 
story continues, she’s dead, but maybe death is looked at a 
little differently from God’s perspective than from our 
perspective; they laughed at Him.  Knowing that she was dead, 
but He took her by the hand and said, “My child, get up!”  Her 
spirit returned and at once she stood up, then Jesus told them 
to give her something to eat because dying is exhausting and 
famishing, and so they give her some food to eat.  This also 
demonstrates that this is a bodily experience, right?  She’s 
embodied; she’s a being with a body. 
 
Her parents were astonished, and then something weird; He 
ordered them not to tell anyone what happened.   
 
I don’t know about you, but if I just brought somebody back 
from the dead, you wouldn’t need to hear about it because you 
would already know about it.   There’d be billboards, I’m telling 
you, we’d set up a tent and charge admission, I would have a 
whole 3-ring circus going.  But again, Jesus says, “No!  None of 
that, don’t tell them that!”  
 
What did He tell them on the way in?  “She’s not dead, she’s 
just asleep.”  He is totally covering up that very significant 
thing just occurred here.  He’s not going to make this into a big 
spectacle.   
 
Now they’re amazed!  They receive this, they’re overwhelmed 
with gratitude and joy over this, and it’s amazing, and yet it still 
raises this question, I mean, you’ve got Jesus moving through 
this crowd.  Shouldn’t somebody who’s dying be a priority over 
somebody who’s just been isolated for 12 years?  But Jesus 
doesn’t operate that way.  Jesus’ values are a little bit different.  
What we see in this scene and what we’ve seen in this whole 



vignette that we have been watching; there are 3 episodes in 
chapter 8.   
 
Chapter 8 begins with telling the parable of the sower.  In the 
parable of the sower, we learned that the word of God is Jesus 
himself being sown into the world, and different soils receive 
that word in different ways, and one of the soils is a soil that 
has weeds in it and weeds grow up and they choke, they press 
in on, they crush the seed before it can grow.  
 
What was the crowd doing to Jesus before He could actually do 
what He was going to do in this?  The crowd was pressing in, 
the crowd was choking; it’s the same Greek word.  The author 
is connecting these episodes for us.  What happens in the 
parable of the sower is unpacked through the rest of Chapter 8. 
 
When Jesus goes and He confronts the storm and He calms the 
waves, He tells his disciples, “Where is your faith?” right?  And 
it’s an invitation for them to reflect on where their faith is.  
They were afraid, they were panicked.   All throughout these 
episodes there’s elements of faith, there’s elements of fear, and 
there’s elements of healing of being saved, “Sozo”.  All of these 
episodes hit this theme over and over again, whether it’s the 
healing of nature or it’s the healing of the demon-possessed or 
it’s the healing of those who are occupied by an international 
military force;  all of these things are confronted in these 
episodes. 
 
The social isolation that comes from declaring that somebody 
is unclean, unworthy, not valuable.  Jesus confronts that.  He 
heals that as well.  He heals physically, He heals emotionally, 
He heals spiritually, He heals society through His actions. Not 
just when the power goes out, but in the aftermath of the 
power, the way He unpacks it and explains it to those folks. 



 “Where is your faith?”  Do you put your faith in the sorts of 
things you can demonstrate and point to:  my GPA, my 
paycheck, my car, my work accomplishments, my family 
accomplishments; all the things that I’ve done or do you put 
your faith in something else?  Because when I put my faith in 
my accomplishments in all that I’ve done, what I’ve done is I 
am voluntarily stepping on a log in the middle of the river.  And 
that log starts spinning as soon as I step on it, right?  You’ve 
seen the lumberjack games?  As I step the next step of 
accomplishment, the log spins faster and faster and faster until 
eventually I reach a point where I can no longer keep up with 
the log and what happens?  It’s painful!  You go in the river! 
 
There might be some folks laughing, there might be some folks 
concerned if your all right, there’s folks wondering what went 
wrong; you can’t keep up with the log, you can’t keep up with 
the rat race, you can’t keep up with the hamster wheel. But 
what if the faith that Jesus invites us into is a faith in a whole 
different game? It’s a whole different economy.  An economy of 
love that centers around the grace of God, blessing of  God, 
invitation from God, the work of God. John writes, later on in 
one of his epistles that perfect love casts our fear. 
 
Whenever we find ourselves afraid, when we have this sense of 
loss that we’re about to lose something, that’s usually what 
drives fear, we have this sense of fear, the invitation from God 
is to chose to remain rooted in the love that is already yours 
because of what God has done. 
 
Jairus was a man of prominence and power and value in his 
society.  His daughter was important, not only because of the 
family she came from but because of the situation she was 
facing, and yet Jesus interrupts His itinerary to stop, to be with 
an unknown anonymous daughter whose been forgotten and 



lost for 12 years and to restore her to the community that had 
ostracized her for various reasons. 
 
What we see in Jesus’ value is Jesus respects the image of God 
in every person He encounters.   Sometimes it’s pitying those 
who have sacrificed the image of God for their own wealth, for 
their own power, for the game that they chose to play and 
maybe they’re really good at playing that game, but other times 
it’s a compassionate sort of respect that lifts up, that builds up, 
that strengthens them, that empowers them to really live into 
who God has created them to be.   
 
We see that Jesus values substance over style.  He’s not 
worried about the crowd laughing at Him. He’s not worried 
about interrupting his agenda so that He can be with this 
nameless woman, He is there because that is the substance of 
the matter, that is the thing that matters most is to bring 
healing to the people, to bring salvation to the people. That’s 
what He is all about.  He’s about restoration and healing; that’s 
His highest value in every encounter that He has with anyone 
in the gospels to respect the image of God that is in them 
because they are made in God’s image to demonstrate that 
that’s the thing that matters and to bring about restoration and 
healing. 
 
The whole point at the core of it all is at the lowest, at the 
dregs, at the pits, the divine love is still there working to bring 
life from death, restoration out of brokenness, healing out of 
hopelessness; that is the engine at the heart of the universe, a 
community of love that we talk about as a Trinity, the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, loving one another and loving 
outside of itself with the act of creation and then blessing that 
creation and then when that creation turns away in doubt and 
fear and anxiety, then continuing a work of restoration that 



brings that creation back together again. Especially human 
society and reconciling enemies; this is the invitation of the 
Cross, this is the invitation of God, this is the invitation of Jesus 
to us, day in and day out in our very practical, significant, daily 
monotonous lives.  Because every moment matters, every 
moment is caught up in this. 
 
The way of the cross is a fundamental truth of the universe; it’s 
a way that operates in the way we treat one another or not! 
 
You may be thinking to yourself that, you know, there’s some 
value to the lifeboat though.  This whole concept, you know, 
that we need to achieve over somebody else or else we’re not 
going to make it, right? 
 
I mean when we think about sports, I love sports, I love 
competing, I take competing way too seriously, it has taken me 
years to be okay with losing and I’m still not there. I just don’t 
show it as much as I used to.   
 
Competition is hard-wired into us from the very beginning, 
isn’t it?  No wonder Jesus talks about a conversion, a death to 
self, pulling us away from that sort of mentality to push others 
down that we might exalt ourselves up.  And you may say to 
yourself, “Well, yeah, that’s all well and good in church, but it 
doesn’t work in broader society.”  Well let’s take a case study!  
Football fans?  Anyone?  Your lying, (laughter)  okay! 
 
What if I told you – uh…let’s create a team.  This team when we 
practice, we’re not going to tackle in practice.  Okay?   We’re 
not going to tackle in practice because people might get 
injured; we don’t want to injure our own players.  We are also 
going to ensure everyone on the roster gets in for significant 
minutes for the course of the season.  We’re not going to have 



any captains either.  Actually, we are going to have captains, 
but we don’t really make a big deal about them because every 
senior is a captain and we’re not going to mandate that you lift 
weights.  How’s our team going to do?  Take a guess!  Fair to 
middle!  Somebody was honest in the back there – we’re not 
going to be very good, is that what you said?  Yeah!  I think 
that’s what you said!  (laughter)  What if I told that that was the 
formula of the winning-est coach in college football, all 
divisions!  It’s true!  When you go home, Google the name John 
Gagliardi.  He coached St. John’s in Minnesota, a division 3 
school, no scholarships, a catholic school, a catholic order.  
When they hired the 2 priorities they had, someone who 
coaches in the style of Jesus and wins a lot! (Laughter)   
 
Jesus didn’t win a lot, but He won one that really counted! 
 
John comes in and he totally upsets the apple cart of everything 
that they know about coaching football, and he goes on to have 
the best record of everyone – the most wins and 3 national 
titles over the course over, I believe, 40 years that he coaches. 
 
You see when we look at the cross and we say that can’t work 
in the real world, we’re denying a historic reality; it already 
did, and secondly, we’re choosing, we’re making a faith 
statement there that we will chose the way of the world’s 
economy instead of the way of God’s economy.  We are 
constantly being invited by God to trust in grace, to trust in His 
power, to trust in His healing, to allow that healing to seep 
down into the deep, deep places of our soul where we need it. 
 
You look at the life of Peter.  Peter, one of the closest disciples; 
he’s even present, he’s allowed into the house; he’s in the VIP 
room, he gets to see all of this stuff and yet at the end of Peter’s 
time with Jesus, what does he do?  He betrays Him, right?  He 



denies Him 3 times because he’s afraid, he’s afraid.  Fear is 
deep within us and it takes a long time to root it out. 
 
Afterwards, the disciples, after the resurrection, the empty 
tomb, the disciples, they totally give themselves over to the 
work of the church. Right?  No, they go fishing, because they’re 
afraid and so they go to what’s familiar to them, and they’re 
fishing and on the lake shore Jesus calls out to them and they 
have this wonderful catch of fish and Peter being excited like 
he always is, jumps out of the boat like a golden retriever and 
swims to shore to be with Jesus, and Jesus is there.   The rest of 
them bring the fish in, and I’m sure they appreciate Peter 
leaving them to do all the work, they come to shore and Jesus is 
sitting on shore and He’s cooking breakfast, because like I said, 
when you die you get really hungry!  And so He comes back 
and He’s cooking breakfast for them. 
 
And they have breakfast and then He and Peter kind of wander 
off a little bit and they have this conversation, and in this 
conversation, Jesus looks at Peter and says, “Peter do you love 
Me more than these?”  There’s lot of work on what the “these” 
is referring to.  I think the “these” is referring to the fish based 
on the clues in the text. 
 
The life Peter had always known, a stable, secure livelihood for 
him and his family, all those things that he had learned to trust 
in that he could be a better fisherman than the rest.  He didn’t 
know much in life, but he knew how to fish and that’s what he 
could do, and yet Jesus is asking him, “Do you love Me more 
than these fish?”  “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”  “Then 
feed my sheep.”  Jesus asked him a second time, “Peter do you 
love Me?” “Yes, Lord you know that I love you.”  “Then feed my 
sheep.” Then Jesus asked him a third time, and the third time 
Jesus doesn’t just say love like a brotherly kind of love.  He 



says, “Do you love me without condition?  Would you do 
anything for Me Peter?”  And Peter responds, “Lord, you know I 
love you like a brother.”  But Jesus just meets him there, and He 
reinstates him to become the leader of the church even though 
he’s not yet ready to give the full commitment that Jesus is 
looking for.   
 
Jesus then has words about how well later on you’ll get the full 
commitment peace, and he does!   Peter lays down his life for 
the sake of this gospel, for the sake of this Good News.   
 
Jesus patiently is waiting and inviting us.  He’s working with us, 
He’s meeting us where we are in our fear, in all of those things. 
 
So when we look and revisit the lifeboat theory, who would 
Jesus throw out of the boat?  The question doesn’t even make 
sense, does it?  Jesus doesn’t throw people out of boats.  That’s 
not what He does; He finds a way, He makes a way.  He does 
what is necessary.  He did what is necessary.  Jesus doesn’t 
throw anyone out of the boat.  People can jump out of the boat. 
He doesn’t want them to, but they might, but He’s going to keep 
pursuing them, He’s not going to let the boat leave them, He’s 
going to keep circling around, He’s going to keep waiting until 
everybody else is frustrated because He’s going to be waiting 
and He’s going to be inviting and He’s going to be proclaiming, 
“Do not be afraid. Where is your faith?  Trust Me!” 
 
Trust the boat, there’s room enough for everyone.  We just 
have to change the way we think about it, we just have to 
change the way we live in it. 
 
Donald Miller who uses this lifeboat analogy in his book, 
“Searching for God Knows What” goes on to ask a question in 
one of his lectures, “Why is racism?”  Why is racism?  So the 



students begin to respond in this lecture and they begin to 
respond with all of these descriptions of what racism is and 
isn’t, arguing about all of these things, and he comes back to, 
“No!  My question is why is racism?”  Fundamentally, racism is 
looking at the lifeboat and saying, “There’s not room for 
everybody, but if I can bump myself up the ladder a little bit, 
then I’ve got better odds.” 
 
Why in the 1980’s, when we discovered a new horrible illness 
that was inflicting itself upon many people, but especially a 
small segment of the population that was living certain 
lifestyles.  Why?  When we saw this, did we drag our feet on 
research for a cure or medical treatment for the AIDS crisis? 
Lifeboat theory.  Some are more valuable than others. 
 
Why do we look at people based on what they are doing in a 
moment or what they are not doing in a moment and assign 
labels to them like “thug” instead of “son or daughter?”  Why 
do we look at those that receive Public Assistance and shame 
them for being poor and assign moral value to that, that 
somehow they are not as good as the rest of us at this game of 
life?  Why is there poverty, when we have enough homes in the 
United States for the entire population multiple times over? 
Why is there homelessness? 
 
Why do we have conflicts over immigration?  Lifeboat theory, 
lifeboat theory. 
 
Jesus changes the way we look at these things.  Doesn’t always 
give a clear sign as far as the way forward and the strategy to 
achieve things and work for change, but He raises questions 
about how we sort out our values, how we look at the people 
around us. 
 



He challenges us.  He convicts us.  Why do we live in a society 
that has people in such a situation that they feel that they need 
to end the life within them instead of facing life with the 
support of the community around them or putting that life up 
for adoption?  Why have we not made a way that’s a big broad 
sign that doesn’t shame that person for the guilt that they’re 
already feeling, but invites them into a new way of life, a 
gracious way of life that walks with them despite whatever 
mistakes they’ve made.  What would that look like?  That 
would look like the kingdom of heaven on earth, just like we 
prayed about in the Lord’s Prayer. That God’s will would be 
done in a moment, that it would no longer be about a partisan 
fight over power, but instead it would be about a community of 
love called out of the world for the sake of engaging the world.  
That this would be a community based on an economy of love 
that didn’t value people just on their contributions, but would 
recognize that they themselves are the contribution. 
 
You want to know about grace? And loving acceptance and 
honesty about how somebody’s dealing with you?  Work with 
somebody who has mental health disorders that doesn’t give 
them any sort of filter, because then you learn the way you 
treat them causes immediate pain and they respond with that.  
But you can also learn a lot about grace from that community. 
Society doesn’t put a whole lot of value on them, but Jesus sure 
does.   
 
And the gospel, the Good News is this man, Jesus, not a set of 
beliefs, but His work of healing, His work of saving, His work of 
exorcising our fears.  He’s inviting us to believe in a better way, 
to believe in the way of love, to believe in the way of Jesus, to 
walk the walk and that’s how we put faith in Jesus.  That’s how 
we are converted and that’s how we are healed on the road 
together, following Jesus. 



Joey is going to come up and lead us in our closing hymn, and 
as he is, as we sing about how sweet it is to trust in Jesus, think 
about the lifeboat, think about your life, think about the values 
and how you make the decisions in your life; are you making 
those based on a trust in Jesus?  Are you making those based 
on a trust in your own know-how and your own ability to get 
the right answer? 
 
 


