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 Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands had 

gathered, so that they were trampling on one 

another, Jesus began to speak first to his 

disciples, saying: “Be on your guard against the 

yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.  There 

is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or 

hidden that will not be made known.  What you have 

said in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and 

what you have whispered in the ear in the inner 

rooms will be proclaimed from the roofs. 

 I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of 

those who kill the body and after that can do no 

more.  But I will show you whom you should fear: 

Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has 

power to throw you into hell.  Yes, I tell you, 

fear him.  Are not five sparrows sold for two 

pennies?  Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. 

Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all 

numbered.  Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than 

many sparrows. 

 “I tell you, whoever acknowledges me before 

men, the Son of Man will also acknowledge him 

before the angels of God.  But he who disowns me 

before men will be disowned before the angels of 

God.  And everyone who speaks a word against the 

Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who 

blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be 

forgiven. 

 “When you are brought before synagogues, rulers 

and authorities, do not worry about how you will 

defend yourselves or what you will say, for the 

Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you 

should say.” 

 



SERMON:   

 

I grew up reading a set of Christian fiction novels 

that tried to take verses from scripture and map 

them onto current events, and so I was constantly 

searching and looking for, “does this fit for 

what’s going on in the world around us right now, 

or does this fit with this, or does this fit with 

this?”  Some of you have probably heard in the last 

year there’s been a pastor and an author in Texas 

whose got a set out called the Blood Moons and just 

recently we had the blood moon; you’re all still 

here, so either that’s really good news or really 

bad news.  (Well that joke fell flat!  Okay!)  

(Laughter) 

 

All right!  So, the whole thing though, the whole 

set up of it, it read a lot like a Christianized 

version of GI Joe; it was the good guys got the 

guns, they hid from the bad guys and then they took 

out the bad guys with the guns and ultimately the 

Lord came and cleaned up the whole mess!  That was 

the only difference with GI Joe was Jesus showed up 

in the end! 

 

But the thing that was really appealing to me as a 

kid, is something that then, as I started to read 

and study scripture, and especially study the very 

scriptures that they were writing about in those 

novels; it raised all sorts of questions for me; it 

just didn’t seem to fit with what I saw in the 

gospels when they talked about Jesus, when Jesus 

talked about things. 

 

Now, we live in a world that is both beautiful and 

fearful at the same time, isn’t it?  The same 

morning that you can wake up and be overwhelmed by 

the beauty of the sunrise that God has called into 

motion, and at the same time then you can turn on 

the morning news and be shocked by what occurred 



overnight on the other side of the world.  We live 

in this bittersweet tragedy and drama of life, and 

yet at the same time there’s a gospel hope that 

comes in the midst of that, and even we see this in 

world events some of the most horrific things, you 

know, in WWII where many viewed Hitler as an 

Antichrist and I think they are perfectly apt in 

calling him that because anyone who stands against 

Christ is an Antichrist and we definitely saw his 

persecution not only of the world, but of 

Christians and his nation and one of the things 

that is amazing to me is during that time in WWII 

when the United Kingdom was preparing for the 

Blitzkrieg they actually developed a series of 

posters that they didn’t end up releasing publicly.  

Their hope was that they could keep people gelled 

together in opposition to the enemy, and these 

posters, you’ve probably seen them, they’re on T-

shirts now which tells you how distantly removed we 

feel we are from threats.  But it’s “keep calm and 

carry on!”   

 

Keep calm and carry on.  It very much embodies 

those British thoughts of a “stiff upper lip”.  No 

matter the fear, no matter the violence that was 

put against them, they were just going to keep calm 

and carry on with the duties they had in front of 

them, and this became a model later on for folks, 

when we look at the chaos of the world is to keep 

calm and carry on.  Because as I mentioned before, 

we do live in a beautiful world, but its filled 

will harrowing dangers, isn’t it?  It’s easy to be 

overwhelmed when you gaze into the abyss of 

senseless evil all around us in the world in many 

forms and at the same time we feel this impulse to 

pull back from that too.   

 

I have a friend on Facebook recently who 

proclaiming how happy she was that she got rid of 

all the negative people in her feed; and so now she 



only got, I assume, a stream of rainbows and cat 

photos and baby pictures, and all these happy 

things which is all well and good, but it’s not the 

reality of what’s going on in her network’s life; 

there are people who are hurting, there are people 

who are suffering and they are looking for support 

in those places; the Daily Show recently 

highlighted this with the news of Russia beginning 

strikes in Syria and the potential that has 

globally for us.  In the same time many of the news 

stations, here in the United States, were more 

preoccupied with “It’s October 1st, that means 

pumpkin spice is back in your favorite coffee 

shop!” 

 

I love pumpkin spice, don’t get me wrong, but on 

the scale of things in the world to be aware of and 

informed about, it’s somewhere down below for me.  

Yet we see there’s this tendency for us to want to 

pull back from the realities that are facing 

people, so we can focus on what feels good, and it 

can become a bit of an escape, a bit of a release 

for us.  It’s easy to fall into that, and so it 

raises a question for us, if we do come face to 

face with this, how do we overcome? 

 

So if you’re not there already, I invite you to 

turn with me to Luke, chapter 12.  Luke, chapter 12 

is a turning point in the gospel of Luke.  If you 

don’t have a Bible, please feel free to use one of 

the red pew Bibles in front of you; it’s on page 

1089. 

 

Chapter 12 in Luke’s gospel is a marked turning 

point where Jesus has begun this road towards 

Jerusalem and the hostility begins to ramp up.  

He’s called out the religious leaders and the legal 

scholars of His day and we note at the end of 

chapter 11, they’re going around looking for 

something to trip Him up on.  They’re fiercely 



questioning Him, besieging Him with questions is 

the language that Luke uses at the end of Chapter 

11. 

 

The whole goal being that they can get something to 

pin on Jesus so they can get rid of Him.  They’re 

so angry that they want to kill Him.  Think about 

what it takes to get to the point where somebody 

wants to kill you.  That’s where Jesus is at with 

the audience, and yet, chapter 12 begins that a 

crowd of many thousands had gathered, and so they 

were trampling on one another, and Jesus begins to 

speak first to His disciples saying, “Be on your 

guard against the yeast of the Pharisees which is 

hypocrisy.”   

 

Now if you’re a baker, when you put yeast into the 

bread, ladies who are more familiar than us guys in 

the kitchen, what does the yeast do?  It causes it 

to rise!  How does that work?  Do you have to use 

lots of yeast with it?  Just a little bit, right?  

And a little bit works it’s way throughout the 

entire loaf.   

 

So when Jesus uses the analogy of yeast, what He’s 

talking about is something that can permeate the 

entirety of something. It only takes a little bit 

of the yeast of Pharisees to permeate all the way 

throughout us.  Note the word of caution there.  

The caution He is giving to His disciples, to His 

followers, to His team is you can become exactly 

like the ones who are opposing Me right now.  If 

you’re not on guard against that tendency and what 

is the thing that He points out that the yeast is?  

The English word there is hypocrisy, for us 

hypocrisy means saying one thing and doing another, 

right?  It’s like we wear a mask in public and then 

behind closed doors we take off the mask and we 

look nothing like the mask in public.   

 



It meant something even further in the scriptural 

use of this to the Jews of Jesus’ day and to His 

audience of that day.  It meant somebody who talked 

about God but lived in such a way that their entire 

life denied God; they lived as if they were godless 

pagans because it was all focused on them calling 

the shots rather than being surrendered to God and 

to His kingdom.  

 

So when He is saying, “Be on guard against the 

yeast of the Pharisees” which is hypocrisy, He is 

saying, “Be on guard about this very human 

temptation to live as if there is no God, to live a 

goodness life. 

 

Then He goes on to make, what I think is one of the 

most beautifully poetic expressions of the gospel.  

There is nothing concealed that will not be 

disclosed or hidden, that will not be made known. 

What you have said in the dark will be heard in the 

daylight, and what you have whispered in the ear in 

the inner rooms will be proclaimed from the roofs.  

There is a reality that will be revealed.  You can 

take this on multiple layers.  One of these things 

might be that your inner disposition is revealed in 

your actions, and so when He is talking about the 

hypocrisy of the Pharisees, their inner heart is 

revealed by their actions.   

 

Remember in Chapter 11, He highlighted specifically 

how they had no care for justice or love of God, 

that they were more focused on the things that made 

them look good, and so this becomes a word of 

caution for us as well.  What is the disposition of 

your heart, because people see your actions, they 

hear your words and they interpret those things, 

and it’s revealed, it comes out. 

 

If you’ve ever known somebody who just doesn’t like 

you, you don’t really know why, but maybe they put 



on a smiling face towards you, right?  But you 

always get this sense when you’re interacting with 

them that something’s not quite square, they don’t 

really like you, there’s something going on there.  

What is on the inside comes out, it has a way of 

coming out in our attitude, it has a way of coming 

out in our tone of voice, and it has a big way of 

coming out in our actions.  Also, whatever we might 

be whispering in the dark against Jesus in that 

scenario is going to be brought out; it’s going to 

be revealed, all parts will be laid bear and 

revealed.  He’s going to force a confrontation of 

sorts.  But then notice where He goes:  “I tell you 

my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the 

body and after that can do no more, but I will show 

you whom you should fear.  Fear him, who after the 

killing of the body has the power to throw you into 

hell.  Yes I tell you fear Him.  Are not five 

sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them 

is forgotten by God.  Indeed the very hairs on your 

head are all numbered.  Don’t be afraid, you are 

worth far more than many sparrows.”  

 

Right after He has given this notice that what’s on 

the inside is going to be revealed, then He goes on 

to address them as “my friends” which is always 

nice when Jesus views you as a friend, it’s a good 

thing.  Then He goes on to give them a sense of 

reassurance or command even.  “Do not be afraid.  

Do not be afraid of those who kill the body.” 

 

Now, aside from public speaking, death is one of 

the top fears for us as humans, especially 

Americans who have done those surveys.  What He is 

saying is “Don’t be afraid of the one who can kill 

the body. If you’re going to be afraid, be afraid 

of the one who after killing the body can throw you 

into hell.”  Now the word for hell is a loaded 

word; for some of you who were hoping that we might 

turn up the heat a little bit with some hell, fire 



and brimstone this morning, I’m disappointed to 

tell you that this is the only time in the gospel 

of Luke that the word hell shows up. 

 

So in the good news of Luke’s gospel, hell isn’t 

even worth talking about a whole lot.  The point 

that Jesus is making with this is it’s a warning; 

it’s an admonition, thinking about who you are 

afraid of and why are you afraid of them?  He knows 

the opposition has been ramped up, He knows the 

opposition is going to continue for His followers, 

that as they begin to proclaim this kingdom that 

they are going to run into opposition, they’re 

going to run into persecution quite literally, they 

will be dragged in front of the synagogue and 

called, “Do you follow Jesus, or do you follow 

Yahweh?”  Because that was the choice they were 

presented with. Then they would be cast out of the 

synagogue. 

 

Worse yet, then the early church would also 

experience the same fate of Jesus, many of the 

leaders would be crucified the same way that Jesus 

was.  

 

What does it look like to stand firm and bear 

witness in times of intense pressure? When 

everything is weighing down on you to let go of the 

hope that is yours in the gospel.  Whether it be 

because a government has cracked down on your 

beliefs and your religion or whether it be just 

from the everyday pressures of life because those 

get to us as much as any persecution can, can’t 

they?  It’s easy to become discouraged, and yet 

what Jesus is saying, when He is saying, “Do not be 

afraid” is He is saying to “Take courage!”  Well 

what if we take courage in the first thing is do 

not be afraid of these folks, here’s whom you 

really should be afraid of.  Then where’s the 

courage in that, right?  Where’s the hope in that?   



 

Here’s the thing:  when He sets it up, if you 

understand the one who has the power to cast you 

into hell is God, then He sets it up as, and here’s 

the very nature of that God:  then He goes into a 

brief little metaphor about it. 

 

“Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies?”  Now 

I don’t know about you, how many of you have had 

sparrow?  It’s a very cheap meal, especially in the 

ancient world.  There are lots of sparrows, if you 

drive by a tree and there are sparrows there, 

there’s a whole flock of them; they’re very cheap, 

they’re very common and, in fact, in the Old 

Testament sacrifice system, if you were too poor to 

afford a lamb or a goat, you could purchase 

sparrows for your family instead, and it was very 

cost-effective. 

 

What Jesus is saying, is this bird that we place no 

worth on whatsoever, your God cares about the 

sparrow. 

 

Now some of you have bird feeders outside, and in 

the wintertime you’re thinking about the sparrows. 

I’m not one of those.  I don’t think about the 

sparrows, it’s just not on my radar.  Good news for 

you, God is not like me!  God thinks about the 

sparrows, He cares about the sparrows.  If He cares 

about these cheap little birds that people could 

get five of them for two pennies, how much more 

does He care about you when He’s numbered every 

hair on your head!  

 

Now for some of you, the numbering was easier than 

others, (Laughter) but at one point in time, God 

numbered the hairs on your head – He’s paying 

attention.  He sees what’s going on, He sees what 

you’re facing.  He sees who you are and that’s a 

big deal!  When you step outside at night and you 



see the stars, one of the early promises to Abraham 

is that his descendants would be like stars in the 

sky!  One of the promises is that God calls the 

stars by name; He knows the names of the stars.  He 

knows the stars that we haven’t even yet discovered 

yet with our science and our technology, and He 

knows you!  You matter to the creator God, the one 

who sustains sparrows and provides for them, you 

matter to Him! And because you matter to Him, you 

can stand firm in the face of whatever comes your 

way because you have eternal worth! 

 

When we gather around the table, what we are 

recognizing when the body is given for you, for us, 

when the blood is poured out and shed for us, this 

God has done everything necessary for you to have 

life; life everlasting, life that tastes good, and 

it’s joyful and it’s hopeful and it’s filled with 

peace, even in the midst of uncertainty and doubts 

and fears and anxieties.  That sort of love, that 

sort of truth is the sort of thing that gives us an 

anchor point in the chaos of life when everything 

is batted around us. 

 

When Jesus calls His audience, when He calls us to 

the truth of the God who watches over sparrows and 

watches over you, He answers one of the great 

questions that we begin wrestling with especially 

in middle school, “Who Am I? Who Am I?” and it’s a 

question that continues with us for much of our 

life, “Who Am I?  What Am I Worth?  Where’s My 

Identity Found?”  The answer for Jesus is this:  

“You’re the one God cares for more than anything 

else.  You’re the one who God looks on and smiles.”  

The Heavenly Father is quite fond of you and has 

done everything necessary for your salvation, for 

your experience of abundant life, watching, 

waiting, anticipating and inviting you to step into 

that. 

 



So His encouragement then, after He talks about the 

sparrows, “I tell you, whoever acknowledges Me 

before men, the Son of Man will also acknowledge 

him before the angels of God.  He who disowns Me 

before men will be disowned before the angels of 

God.  Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of 

Man will be forgiven.  Anyone who blasphemes 

against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.  When 

you are brought before synagogues, rulers and 

authorities, do not worry about how you will defend 

yourselves or what you will say, for the Holy 

Spirit will teach you at that time what you should 

say.” 

 

And here’s the simple thing that Jesus is saying:  

When those pressures come, when those tribulations 

come, when that stress comes, that anxiety, keep 

calm and carry on!  All throughout Luke’s gospel, 

he has been inviting them to bear witness to Him 

and He continues that language here.  When these 

things happen to you, continue to bear witness, 

stand firm in who you are, who God has created you 

to be, who God has called you to be, and you have 

that answer to “Who Am I?”  Then the next question 

is “What Am I?  What Am I Called to Do for God?  

What Am I called to do the way God has designed and 

wired me?” and that answer varies within us, each 

of you is uniquely gifted to do things that I am 

ill equipped to do, and vice versa.  That’s the 

beauty, that’s what Paul gets into later in his 

letters when he talks about the body of Christ, 

that we need all the parts of the body! 

 

How many of you value your little toe?  You think 

about it, you take care of it, don’t you?  You 

caress it at night to make sure its ready for bed! 

No!  What happens when you stub your little toe?  

You care about your little toe all of a sudden, 

don’t you? Yeah!  It’s the same way in body life. 

When we talk about the body of Christ, those things 



to us that we think of as it’s not really a gift 

that matters as much as some of the others, we have 

this automatic tendency to set up a hierarchy and 

then because of that, we tend to think that this 

person is more important than this person because 

they have these gifts and not these gifts, and 

that’s no what happens.  It’s this great leveling 

instead, this great leveling that says, “You are 

worth more than sparrows and you bring a gift to 

the table that no one else can bring.”  So we all 

need that, and when your little toe suffers, the 

rest of your body suffers too! 

 

So when you are crushed, when you are downtrodden, 

when you are overwhelmed, whether it be by the 

evening news or the news of your life that day, the 

body hurts with you.  We can’t help but step into 

one another’s hurt and pain in the name of Jesus 

and support one another because in doing so we 

fulfill the law of Christ. 

 

Who Am I and What Am I are two of the most 

significant questions of your life and when you’re 

able to answer those rooted in what Christ has said 

about you, and what Christ has called you to do, 

you’re able to face so many things in this world 

because you are worth far more than sparrows.  If 

you’ve ever doubted that in the deep places of your 

heart, hear this morning, you are worth far more 

than sparrows because the creator says so! 

 

And the flip side of that truth is your neighbor is 

worth far more than sparrows.  Your enemy is worth 

far more than sparrows.  When we enter into this 

truth, we realize that there’s a true vulnerability 

of challenging worldly powers with weapons of the 

spirit of love.  There will be consequences, there 

will be pressures, but ultimately it’s the only 

thing that builds and advances the kingdom of God.   

 



The church can deny its own apostolic nature, when 

it begins to rely on coercion of others, when it 

begins to rely on its own strength for defense 

instead of yielding to the cross and yielding to 

the gospel that says, “Even enemies are worth more 

than sparrows.”  The gospel couldn’t disagree more 

with politicians who are encouraging Christians to 

carry guns for self-defense.  It’s something that 

we wrestle with, it’s something that we weigh 

heavily, but ultimately when we believe in the 

gospel of the cross, we recognize that that self-

defense that comes with a pistol is maybe something 

that I might choose to do, but it’s not kingdom 

work; it’s different, it weighs differently and 

achieves different results in the world. 

 

After WW II, Roosevelt was talking with Stalin and 

as they were figuring out what to do with Europe 

following WW II and how to rebuild everything and 

we know how some of that played out.  He was 

encouraging Stalin to consider the Vatican’s 

opinion on things, because the Vatican still wheels 

a tremendous amount of influence around our world, 

and Stalin quipped, what became a famous line: “How 

many divisions does the Pope have?”  Meaning how 

many divisions of military, how many battalions, 

meaning, “I don’t need to listen to the Pope, I’ve 

got the guns!”  And yet when the Soviet curtain 

fell on Eastern Europe, the nations where it fell 

first were ones where Christians who were on the 

ground non-violently opposing Communist rule and 

reign.   

 

When you look at Poland, when you look at the 

Velvet Revolution in Eastern Europe, when you look 

at those places, it fell because Christians lit 

candles in the face of tanks and it transformed 

those places, because the love of the gospel, the 

cross wins!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 



Recently, there has been a big uproar with Pope 

Francis and his visit to the United States and some 

of the folks that he met with, and this is why it 

creates an uproar because when the Pope meets with 

someone like Kim Davis, we automatically think, in 

our worldly minds, that he endorses this and agrees 

with everything.  So all of a sudden everybody on 

the left got in an uproar because the Pope met with 

Kim Davis, and Kim Davis for them is an antichrist.   

 

Kim Davis matters more than sparrows, so the Pope 

met with her.  Immediately before the Pope met with 

Kim Davis, he met with a former student of his and 

his adult gay partner.  They matter more than 

sparrows, so the Pope met with them.   

 

The Pope is able to meet with both of them because 

he recognizes that they are made in the image of 

God and they have value and they have eternal worth 

and he desires them to know that worth!  It doesn’t 

mean that he acknowledges or condones what’s going 

on in their lives or the choices that they are 

making.  What he acknowledges and condones, what he 

embraces is that they are children of God; they are 

worth more than sparrows.  And so the Pope, 

standing against the pressure of the world says, 

“No, I’m not choosing left and I’m not choosing 

right, I’m choosing Jesus, and Jesus would meet 

with Kim Davis and Jesus would meet with them, and 

He would call both to repentance at the cross and 

He would call both to the love of God, and He would 

call both to the abundant life that is offered in 

the kingdom of God” 

 

When we meet and embrace the truth that we are 

worth more than sparrows, we find that our 

neighbors are worth more than sparrows and our 

enemies are worth more than sparrows and embracing 

is not condoning.  You count because the Father, 

the Creator says you count!  You count because 



Jesus calls you friend!  You count because the Holy 

Spirit is as near to you as the breath in your 

lungs!  You matter to God, and what you with your 

life count as well. 

 

You see, in the church, we transform hearts and 

minds in the world by holding fast to the gospel, 

that Jesus is Lord of all creation and that His 

life reveals the very heartbeat of the Divine and 

that He is creating and sustaining and loving us 

into salvation.  Like I said, it’s possible for the 

church to let go of its apostolic authority because 

we tend to try and build God’s kingdom using the 

devil’s tools, the way that we’ve built all the 

other kingdoms over the history of the world, but 

we are invited to fully embrace Jesus’ redemptive 

message so that we can see things really change, so 

that we can see people live differently if the 

kingdom calls us to a different sort of life. 

 

As our song leaders are coming up, I want you to be 

reminded to keep calm and carry on when you face 

adversity in life.   

 

Howard Thurman went on to become a chaplain at 

Harvard and was one of the main influences on 

Martin Luther King and the Civil Rights Movement.  

He tells a story from 1910 when he was a small boy 

and as he was a small boy Haley’s Comet appeared in 

the sky, and Haley’s Comet at that time was a 

worldwide phenomenon, they were amazed and 

mesmerized by it, and as little boys do, rumors at 

school had begun to go around that if you took 

certain pills, you would be saved when the comet 

crashed into earth and you wouldn’t die, so he 

wanted to get these comet pills, just like everyone 

else around him. 

 

Now, I understand we’re chuckling a little bit at 

the wisdom of little boys, but recognize what was 



going on there: the fear of being wiped out, the 

fear of death there in the heart of a little boy.  

So one night his Mom finally let him stay up late 

enough to see this comet.  They stepped out into 

the backyard and they watched it arcing across the 

sky and he was amazed and in awe of this thing, and 

then the stories he’d heard from his friends at 

school began to creep to be beginning of his mind 

and he said: “Mom, what’s going to happen to us if 

it falls out of the sky?” and he says that it got 

eerily quiet and his Mom was so silent for so long 

that he stopped watching this wonder in the sky and 

he turned and he looked up to watch her face and he 

says later he saw a look on his Mom’s face that he 

had only ever seen on other time, and it was when 

he had walked into her bedroom while she was in the 

midst of prayer, just this peaceful, serene mask on 

her face, and she looked at him and she said, 

”Howard, nothing!  God’s got us!” and that was it.   

 

The simple truth of who you are is the one who God 

holds in His hand.  The one who God has created, 

the one who God has numbered the hairs on your 

head, the one whom God has done everything 

necessary for, so for your neighbor and so for your 

enemy and this is good news!  

 

 

 

 

 

 


