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SPEAKER:  Pastor Richard Strick and Meagan Condry 
SERMON:  Investing in Our Present Future 
 
SCRIPTURE:   
 
Deuteronomy 6:1-9 
 
 These are the commands, decrees and laws the Lord your God 
directed me to teach you to observe in the land that you are crossing the 
Jordan to possess, so that you, your children and their children after 
them may fear the Lord your God as long as you live by keeping all his 
decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy long 
life.  Hear, O Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you 
and that you may increase greatly in a land flowing with milk and 
honey, just as the Lord, the God of your fathers, promised you. 
 Hear, O Israel:  The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength.  These commandments that I give you today are to be upon 
your hearts.  Impress them on your children.  Talk about them when you 
sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and 
when you get up.  Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on 
your foreheads.  Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on 
your gates. 
 
Jeremiah 29:4-7 
 
 This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I 
carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon:  “Build houses and settle 
down; plant gardens and eat what they produce.  Marry and have sons 
and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in 
marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters.  Increase in 
number there; do not decrease.   Also, seek the peace and prosperity of 
the city to which I have carried you into exile.  Pray to the Lord for it, 
because if it prospers, you too will prosper. 
 
SERMON: 
 



This morning, we’re going to change things up a little bit, and I’m going 
to invite Megan Condry to come up and join me; we’re going to tag-team 
this morning for our teaching time but as I mentioned before, this is our 
youth investment Sunday and one of the things that I learned very early 
on is that youth ministry is a bit of a mystery to folks.  We remember 
people investing in us when we were young, but then it’s like we 
graduate and then we don’t remember what it was like or what it was 
all about.   
 
I remember when I got hired on staff here at St. Peter’s First and it was 
within the first couple of months and I was downtown and, it was back 
when George’s was still open and it was still George’s.    I went to the 
Purdue Extension office and I came out and Earl Moldenaur was there 
and for those of you who know Earl, a great guy!  I really enjoyed 
knowing Earl the little bit that I did the last couple of years, but Earl 
came up to me, we were just making small talk on the sidewalk and he 
said, “Now tell me, what exactly does a youth pastor do when the kids 
are in school?  Do you just work with them while they’re there? “  
(Laughter).   
 
It was eye-opening for me because it gave me a chance to talk through 
my job description with Earl.  Uh….and just to realize that not everybody 
sees that job description that we keep on file for Megan or others here 
at the church, and so what we’re doing this morning is A, B, C, D;  it’s 
Always Be Connecting the Dots, so we want to connect the dots with 
why our congregation invested in a full time Children and Youth 
position a couple of years ago and why this matters to us and needs to 
be a thing of matter to us.   So that’s the agenda this morning is were 
going to be always connecting the dots and thinking about this and 
giving you a chance to hear, not only from the two of us, not only from 
scripture, but also from the volunteers who are involved with this. 
 
One of the passages that has been significant for me in thinking about 
these things is Deuteronomy 6 that we just heard read.  In Deuteronomy 
6 you catch this idea both with that and I’m going to read the passage 
from Jeremiah 29 again, but this idea of passing on the lives that bear 
fruit.  It’s not just that we bear fruit as adults, but we are passing on a 
faith that bears fruit with children in an age-appropriate manner, and 
one of the most touching moments for me as a pastor, working with this 



congregation was last summer when we had the kids downstairs for the 
Summer Bible Adventure and they were asked about bread and what is 
bread all about?  And one of the girls, one of Barb Steele’s 
granddaughters talked about communion, and talked about the body of 
Christ being broken for us and us serving and connecting all these 
things, you know, when we do communion here, there are many folks 
who think that kids can’t really appreciate communion, so they should 
just watch, they shouldn’t participate, but that was a moment for me 
where it was, “You know what?  I’m still contemplating the mysteries of 
communion, it’s okay that the kids don’t get everything either”.  So, 
they’re catching something though by participating in the life of this 
congregation. 
 
Deuteronomy 6 is all about kids observing and hearing the faith that 
their parents are living out and the other adults around them.  
Deuteronomy 6 is written to the entire community of Israel, not just the 
ones that have kids at the moment.  It’s something that we do in 
community; it’s something that is done together, and it reveals to us that 
faith is something that is caught, not just something that is taught or 
comprehended, something that is impressed upon us.  It is impressed 
upon our hearts, and it’s most often impressed by observation.  If you’ve 
ever had that awkward moment where a young child says a word that 
you really don’t think they should be saying and then you ask them 
where they heard that word and then you hope if you’re their parent the 
answer is not you, right?  But we know that things are caught and 
impressed upon us at a very young age.  We are like sponges and we 
soak up all of those life experiences, so as a congregation we commit to 
trying to help our children have experiences that help them catch faith, 
and catch that God is love, that God loves them, that God loves their 
neighbor and God loves their enemies, so we understand that that’s a 
process that takes time. 
 
I want to revisit that Jeremiah 29 passage real quick.  This is in verse 4:  
 

This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I 
carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon:  “Build houses and settle 
down; plant gardens and eat what they produce.  Marry and have sons 
and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in 
marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters.  Increase in 



number there; do not decrease.   Also, seek the peace and prosperity of 
the city to which I have carried you into exile.  Pray to the Lord for it, 
because if it prospers, you too will prosper. 
 
There’s a notion here that this blessing is generational; it’s something 
that gets passed on and it’s something that involves investing in a place 
and a time and a community in raising families in that place and 
households.  It’s prosperity over generations.  It’s not TTFN which is 
Pooh Bear for Ta, Ta for Now!  That’s not what our faith is about.  Faith 
is about being rooted and invested in a place. 
 
So, Megan Condry came on staff full time with us a couple of years ago to 
head up our Children and Youth Program and she has diligently worked 
behind the scenes in the past couple of weeks preparing this for us and 
pulling together videos and interviews so you get a glimpse into what 
we are doing as a congregation and opportunities for you to continue 
investing in that. 
 
So with that, if we could have our first video cued up – we have one of 
our volunteers sharing her experience working with the youth of our 
church: 
 
Q:  Why are you involved in a children’s ministry here at St. Pete’s? 
 
A:  Well, when I was younger and went to church and Sunday School, it 
was really helpful for me to attend all of the things that were available at 
the church.  Um….there were some special people that to this day I 
remember how much they helped me and they showed that they cared 
and I had somewhere that I could go to talk with someone and things 
that I normally wouldn’t sit and talk to people about, I could sit and talk 
to them about, and I think that things are no different today than they 
were back when I was younger.  I think that kids need a place, they need 
somewhere they can go, they need some people that they can honestly 
just talk to, share things with them and I think that it’s important that 
kids know that people care for them.  It doesn’t have to be Mom and Dad 
all the time.  It’s nice to know that there’s someone else that really cares 
about you, and you know I think that it really helps me as well because I 
feel so good about the smiles on their faces, that they made me feel good 



about myself, so it isn’t that I, this is nasty, but it isn’t that I do it just for 
them, I do it for me too! 
 
Q:  What is the most challenging part about being involved? 
 
A:  I think the part that challenges me the most or maybe think about it 
the most was that I did know how I was going to react to the children. I 
didn’t know if it was going to be similar to me to what I had been with 
my own kids, and you know now that I have been here for awhile, I find 
that it’s just like being with my grandchildren, it’s like being with my 
own family and the kids seem to really appreciate the fact that you treat 
them like their own family.  So I think the biggest challenge is just 
making the move, is it right for me? And I’m so happy that I did it 
because, yes, it was right and it has helped me as well as the kids. 
 
Q:  How have you grown through your involvement? 
 
A:  Well, I think it’s kind of a hard question, but really easy and simple:  
when I very first starting working I came because I was asked to.  There 
was a need for somebody, I was available, so I said “sure! I’ll help!”  
Today it’s kind of just the opposite.  Today I’m waiting for someone to 
ask because I enjoy it, I like doing it and I like being with the kids.  They 
help me as much as we have helped them.  Oh, I think that volunteering 
has helped me grow from the aspect that now the kids aren’t just kids to 
me, now the kids mean something to me. I’ve grown to learn more about 
them and enjoy being with them and I like seeing them grow.  It’s nice to 
see that not only are they getting older and getting bigger, but they’re 
growing in their faith and it’s helping me grow in my faith as well. 
 
Pastor Richard says:  Catch right from the beginning there that there’s a 
mutuality in this.    There’s a blessing that comes from serving and 
allowing ourselves to be used by God and when we’re talking about the 
ways that our congregation invests in children and youth, we’re talking 
about three primary areas: 
 
One is that working with the Children’s Program that’s especially here 
on Sunday Mornings, but often it involves events throughout the week 
that’s working with ages from, you know, zero to right up to around 12 
years old and working with them there.  When we talk about youth, 



we’re talking about middle school and high school and some of the 
transitions involved with that.   
 
Now with our kids, we also have Megan as the Director for Huntington 
Kids Club on Monday nights, and then we also for our middle schoolers 
and our high schoolers, we have an After School Homework Program on 
Monday through Thursday, and we’re hoping to be able to expand that 
to Fridays and the school corporation is hoping we’ll be able to expand 
that to Fridays as well. 
 
But when we talk about all these areas, what we’re talking about is 
there’s a continuum of care and investment for young people in this 
congregation; they are our present future.  We are talking about 
nurturing faith. 
 
Last week we talked a little bit about Erricson’s Stages of Development 
for someone.  Let me share with you just some of the questions of these 
life stages okay?  And think back on your own life experience.  Some of 
these you may wonder about at times in your life and some of these you 
may still be wondering about. 
 
The first stage is from zero to 1-1/2 years old and the major question 
there that we’re developing with in human formation is, “Can I trust the 
world?”  If someone is born into an environment where their parents 
are inconsistent and not always providing for their needs that leaves 
them with the question unresolved and that carries through the rest of 
their lives.  We know this, we have actually done studies where prenatal 
care, the nutrition that the child gets in the womb, affects the way that 
that child handles food the rest of their life.  That’s how impressionable 
we are as human beings, especially at that stage.  From there, that 
reliability translates into hope.  So if you want to know the difference 
between someone who is hopeful and not hopeful, it often comes back 
to those early child things. 
 
The next stage is from 1-1/2 to 3 years old:  “Can I do things on my own 
or must I rely on others?”  Now some of us wish kids at that stage would 
do less things on their own! (Laughter) but, there’s a fun adventure that 
comes with that too, where the kid begins to realize they have 
something to contribute, they have some agency in the world, they can 



change things, they can get their parents to do what they want; it’s 
almost like a Jedi mind trick, they just cry loud enough they can get 
them to go get that thing, right?  Cats do the same thing, by the way! 
(Laughter) 
 
The next stage from 3 to 5 deals with the question of “Whether or not 
it’s okay for me to act?  Is it okay for me to do these things?”  Part of that 
stage in development, if you’re raising young children, is to allow them 
to explore but with responsibility.  There are consequences to actions 
and also making sure that you’re keeping them safe in that exploration.  
That’s what helps to develop a sense of purpose for them in life.   
 
Finally, from age 5 to age 12 generally speaking, they’re wrestling with 
the question of “How can I be good?” They want to be liked and 
affirmed, they want to earn your praise.  That’s why they love it when 
you put the macaroni art on the refrigerator and that’s why we don’t put 
16 year olds macaroni art on the refrigerator, because they are already 
out of that stage.  So we want to do what’s developmentally appropriate 
for them, so as they receive praise, they learn that they have 
competency, they learn that they can do things and they can do them 
well, and because of that, they also are good in that as well. 
 
So one of the things we do with our Kid’s Ministry on Sunday mornings, 
when we pray over the kids and we send them downstairs, what they’re 
doing with volunteers down there, the curriculum centers around 
prayer, scripture and opportunities to serve.  You’ll notice sometimes 
they will have cards, like we did last week with Mother’s Day, it was a 
chance for the kids to give gifts to their Moms specifically that they’ve 
been working on.  Other times the kids work on Christmas cards for 
shut-ins or things for that, and when I get around in visiting those shut-
ins, you would be amazed at how often that’s one of the main things 
they talk about is the cards they got, especially from the kids in this 
congregation.  But what we’re doing with that is we’re forming these 
kids so that serving and giving and praying and reading scripture are 
normal things for them.  They’re approachable things for them, they’re 
comfortable with those things, and trying to instill in them a desire to 
keep growing to receive and give God’s love with one another.  These 
are things that have to be passed on – they’re not things that just come 
to us naturally.  So, if you’re a volunteer who works with that behind the 



scenes, we really, really, really appreciate what you’re doing.   The 
pastor 20/30 years from now and the congregation 20/30 years from 
now really appreciate what you’re doing today, even though they might 
not be here yet to thank you for it, because they’re going to inherit your 
work, and they’re going to inherit the fruit from you investing in those 
kids. 
 
One of the things they do at HKC on Monday nights is there’s an 
acronym that they teach the kids, it’s the RESPECT acronym. Now if 
you’re an adult, feel free to write these down as well because these 
values don’t change as you grow older.  So: 
 
When we’re talking about respect, we’re talking about RESPONSIBILITY 
for our actions and our words.  We’re talking about ENTHUSIASM as we 
approach all the things of life.  We’re talking about SELF-CONTROL, 
keeping our hands to ourselves.  We’re talking about PATIENCE, I know 
many of us could still use more patience! Myself included!  We’re talking 
about giving our best EFFORT to something.  We’re talking about 
COOPERATION and we’re talking about TRUTHFULNESS.   
 
That RESPECT acronym is something that the volunteers there in HKC 
are impressing upon those kids, so that they will learn respect and they 
will live respect in the community around them. 
 
So, with that, we want to hear a little bit more about this, and so I’m 
going to hand things over to Megan and she’s going to bring up a friend 
to talk about that. 
 
(Megan Condry speaking):  Alright, I’m going to invite Alani Newsome to 
come up.  Alani is one of our volunteers at HKC and she will be a Senior 
this coming year at Huntington University studying Psychology and 
Criminal Justice, am I correct?  (answers “yes”)  A fun fact for your about 
Alani, she actually attended HKC when she was a kid and she also was 
part of the youth group here at St. Pete’s.  So, this is kind of home for 
her! 
 
Q:  So, Alani can you tell us, why are you involved in HKC? 
 



A:  Well, I was thinking for awhile that I wanted to volunteer 
somewhere, but I never had the courage to actually do the action and 
then I got this Coffee Break from HU that said that HKC needs 
volunteers, and I’m like, Ok, I might as well give that a try, and ever 
since then, I have been enjoying it and I just love being around kids, so it 
was a great opportunity!” 
 
Q:  What is the most challenging part about being involved? 
 
A:  Well, some of the kids are very rowdy, but of course they are when 
they come to HKC because that’s the awesome thing about Monday 
nights, but I guess it’s challenging because I kind of look like a kid 
myself, so they don’t really listen sometimes and being patient is kind of 
hard, but it’s really fun still! (Laughter) 
 
Q:  And what is the most rewarding part then? 
 
A:  Well, after the lesson, we get into our small groups and my small 
group is just so amazing, it’s really heartwarming to see that they 
actually comprehend the lesson, they have their own ideas about it and 
it just like, because sometimes they actually talk during the lesson, but 
it’s kind of awesome to see that they actually understand it and the 
answers they say are so awesome and correct, and I’m like, Yes!  You 
guys are getting it! 
 
Q:  How have you grown by being involved on Monday evenings? 
 
A:  Well, I don’t really know much about parables, and I’ve been doing a 
lot of parables this past semester and it’s just interesting to see different 
takes on them and my heart has just growing more and becoming like a 
child with my faith and it’s just a learning experience too, like, I learn 
from them and they learn from me. 
 
Q:  Do you have a favorite memory or story that you would like to share?   
 
A:  Well, I took my group to DQ one time and it was just really awesome 
to see how they act outside of HKC and learn about them about how 
much they love salt on their ice cream which is bizarre and it’s just 



interesting to see how they talk to me, like, they actually want to talk to 
me, and it’s just really great. 
 
Megan:  Well thank you for coming and sharing Elani.   
 
Elani:  Your welcome. 
 
Megan:  So, next, we’re going to kind of transition from our children into 
middle school and high school students.  So to start, we have a short 
video from a volunteer with the Homework Help Program: 
 
I am involved with Homework Help because I am an education major so 
I am hoping to be a teacher and I thought it would be a really good 
experience to start helping students with homework. 
 
Q:  What is the most challenging part about being in the program? 
 
A:  The most challenging part is finding out different ways to help the 
student understand a certain problem or what they need to figure out, 
because the way that I understand something may not be the way the 
kids understand it.  So I have to try to figure out a way to word it 
differently. 
 
Q:  What is the most rewarding part about being in the program? 
 
A:  I feel the most rewarding part is when I am working with a student 
and when they finally understanding a concept and they go, “Oh;” that’s 
really rewarding because I feel, like, okay! They’re finally getting it!  
They understand! 
 
Q: How have you been impacted for your involvement in the program? 
 
A:  I have really grown attached to some of the students that I work 
with, so every week they’re asking me, “Ok are you going to be back next 
week?” and it’s just great because I come in and I ask them how their 
day has been going and just forming relationships is really worthwhile 
and now it’s just more than coming in to help them with homework so I 
get better experienced about really caring about them, letting them 
know that I’m here for them.  I’ve noticed that over the year, I have been 



working with a certain student and I’ve just gotten to know her 
personally and so usually even though I’m here to like help her with her 
homework, we’ll often talk about like what happened at school and like 
what she’s struggling with and I like help her think through her 
problems to just let her tell me what’s going on because sometimes kids 
just bottle it all up inside and it’s good to just have someone to talk to, so 
I just like to listen to her. 
 
Megan:  I think Becca summed up Homework Help well for you guys; it’s 
about homework, but it’s about so much more than that. And as we are 
wrapping up our second year, I’m just really glad that you’re able to 
hear from them.  I can talk about Homework Help all the time, but I’m 
privy to hear from the volunteers who are there each and every week.  I 
think it speaks so much more.  It is about that ministry of presence. It’s 
about being there with the kids. Yeah, our volunteers, I think, all initially 
maybe came to help kids with their homework, but that’s just the kind 
of vehicle that we’re using. Um….It’s so much more like she shared in 
the last little part about being there to listen, to offer support.  The kids 
will come; some days they will be really upset about something that’s 
been bothering them, and so just having someone that’s there right 
away that will listen, and maybe give them some help working through 
different problems as “How could I respond in this situation?” or “How 
can I deal with this?” and so just being there for them is really what the 
program is all about.  That’s what really touches the volunteers as well. 
 
So, we have about 18 to 20 volunteers who come each and every week 
to invest in our students and it’s helping the kids with their homework, 
the kids have a snack, they get a little time to unwind and play some 
competitive games with Uno! And also they just work on their 
homework.  If they finish their homework, they are involved in some 
continuing education activities, they have some math programs that 
they do on the computer through the school and then reading and 
different things. 
 
So that’s kind of the basics of what happens, but those adults are a 
stable adult in their lives. 
 
As Becca said, the kids do ask if a volunteer for some reason isn’t there 
on that particular day, they will ask.  I think they know the schedule 



better than I do sometimes of who should be here and why aren’t they 
here and what’s going on?  So, whenever the HU students are on break, 
the kids are always, “Where are they?  When are they coming back? 
Like, Why do they have to go home for Christmas?”  (Laughter)  So, they 
just really love the volunteers and those relationships that form. 
 
So, a couple of weeks ago, Richard and I and one of our volunteers had 
the opportunity to share at the United Way panel about  Homework 
Help and it was really encouraging for us to hear the panel’s response of 
how appreciative they are of this program and that it benefits the 
students of the community.  Some of them are school teachers and staff 
and so it’s really benefitting them as well for the kids to have a place to 
come after school to continue to receive help.  They kind of connected it 
to other experiences they have had, maybe being a mentor to someone 
and what that was like for them, and how as a mentor you grow and 
change while you’re also helping someone else do that. 
 
So, that was just a really cool reminder and encouragement to us that 
this program is benefitting the community. So stabile relationships, I 
think that that’s important for all of us to have other people that are 
there for us.  I think that’s especially key in middle school, it’s just a 
really trying time.  I remember some interesting things for me in middle 
school; I could never get my locker open, I was always late, so it was just 
a really traumatizing experience.  But having at that time, when you’re 
just in a transitional time in your life, you’re trying to figure out who you 
are, where you fit in, what you’re good at, who your friends are going to 
be, so, I think that that’s why it’s just so important at that time for kids 
to have that voice for them. 
 
I’m sure if you all take a second you could think of someone who was 
there for you in middle school or high school time.  It could have been a 
teacher, a coach, someone from church, a family member, but someone 
who just continued to be the voice of encouragement and strength to 
you that “You can do this”.  It might be kind of silly, but I feel like the 
volunteers are their cheerleaders. They’re the people that are in their 
corner telling them that “you can do this!”  So that’s just really cool. 
 
The scripture from Jeremiah 29:7 talks about seeking the peace and 
prosperity of the city, and to me Homework Help fits into that, t’s our 



little tiny way of helping one more student in Huntington have that 
support and that cheerleader person in their corner reminding them 
that they can do it!  I think it’s important to remember that sometimes 
they feel like, “it’s so overwhelming, what can we do?” but this is one 
simple way by just investing a little bit of your time, that we are making 
a difference in Huntington.  
 
So, what I’ve seen in the students over the last two years because of 
these adult relationships, I’ve seen them grow in their enthusiasm for 
learning.  The kids now, some of them are excited about it and it’s not so 
begrudgingly I’m being so this evil person that’s making them do their 
homework.  They have gained confidence in their abilities in their 
studies; that they can do well on tests, and I think that they have also 
gained confidence in so many different social aspects in life as well. 
 
Some of them have really improved in their study skills and study 
habits, and just balancing their time and prioritizing things and also 
problem-solving.  How to deal with problem-solving in their homework, 
but also in relationships with their family members and with their 
friends. 
 
So, I’m going to share just a few really brief story with you from 
Homework Help.  So, there’s one particular student who has been 
struggling in math this year and she doesn’t like math and she is not 
afraid to let you know that!  (Laughter)  And in middle school they have 
this online program that’s called Alex and they have to do so many, it’s 
like a pie chart, you have to do so many pie pieces every week as part of 
your grade and you have to do them outside of the school day,  so  we 
have struggled with her this year each and every week to do this, and 
somewhat recently, she had a week where she came in and on her own 
free will wanted to do Alex, and I just think that that was like a victory 
and she has particular volunteers that she has just warmed up to.  
Whenever they come up to her its, “Yep I’m ready to work on Alex now!” 
and so that’s just really, really cool to see those relationships that have 
formed and her willingness to grow in something that doesn’t come 
naturally to her, and that she really doesn’t on her own enjoy. 
 
There’s another girl who started coming somewhat recently and she 
came probably a few weeks, a month before the last report cards would 



have come out, and when they got their report cards, she ran in that day 
and she showed it to me and she said, “Look!  I have all A’s, B’s and C’s 
now!”  And she was just so excited of what her grades had improved 
from being able to come to Homework Help and now she checks her 
grades frequently and it’s showing us weekly how she is doing and how 
she is improving so, that’s just a real encouragement to the testament to 
the program and what it’s doing in the students lives. 
  
And then the last story I want to share with you is that one of the 
students that several of our volunteers has really connected with and 
spoken into her life has started attending the youth group here at St. 
Pete’s on Wednesday evenings.  So I think that that has been a really 
cool connection that some of the volunteers, through her questions, she 
herself has initiated some questions about God and faith and so if she 
opens that door then our volunteers are able to share with her and kind 
of encourage her in those things. 
 
So just through the stable adult relationships, the youth are growing, 
but I also think that the volunteers are growing and being impacted as 
well, and so we have another video clip that kind of touches on that: 
 
Q:  Why are you involved in the Homework Help program? 
 
A:  Well, I’m involved partly because I love working with children and I 
love creating relationships with them and just adolescents in general.  I 
want to be a teacher and I want to work with kids that have issues or 
like don’t have as many opportunities in education, you know, the 
program that we have and to just helping out prior to school to give 
them more opportunities to see in school and build those relationships. 
 
Q:  What is the most challenging part about being involved? 
 
A:  The most challenging part is coming in when they have an attitude or 
they’re kind of disgruntled coming in from something that happened at 
school or on the bus or just another student that they had interaction 
with and they take it out on you and they’re kind of like, giving you sass 
and not being respectful is kind of challenging to it, but it’s not enough 
to turn me away. 
 



Q:  What is the most rewarding part about being involved? 
 
A:  The most rewarding part is being able like after they’re being 
challenging you can sit there and talk to them and they apologize to me 
about being disrespectful or having that issue and they realize that 
you’re not the person their mad at, it’s someone else they’re mad at and 
then they’re willing to talk through their problems and like, you know, 
grow and that’s also reduced in our times aside of actually seeing them 
to be excited to see me and just happy to be open.  I think it’s actually 
rewarding just seeing those changes within them throughout the two 
years that I have been here. 
 
Q:  How have you been impacted through your involvement? 
 
A:  This has been very good.  It has helped me build, um…how I want to 
be a teacher and how I want to interact with children.  Basically coming 
into this, I was kind of like, “I don’t know what to expect, I don’t know 
how to interact with students that I have never, you know, met before.” 
This has impacted me in a way where now I know where I want to go in 
life and how I want to go about changing children’s lives and students 
lives in middle school and high school because that’s the area I want to 
teach in.  Basically, it has given me kind of a peace on campus,; it gives 
me a home away from home on campus.  One of the most memorable 
things I have experienced here actually happened a couple of weeks ago.  
I actually got a chance to go to Riverview and sit in on some of the 
classes that some of the students here take, and it was a Language Arts 
class and when I walked in, just their reaction and their facial 
expressions when they saw me , they immediately waved and tried to 
get my attention because they were so excited to see me.  One of the 
girls when she came in actually ran up to me and was like, “I’m so happy 
you’re here.”  I didn’t realize how much of a connection I made with the 
students until that moment, like, I’ve gotten to see how they learn in 
school, how much the program helps them and I was also starting to see 
how much, like, my interaction with them has affected them because 
they’re excited to see me outside of this program. That really just 
touched my heart. 
 
Pastor Richard speaking: 
 



So I hope you caught that there are kids excited about doing their 
homework.  (Laughter).   If you don’t believe in miracles (laughter) then 
you’re not paying attention! (laughter)  There are things that are 
happening because of the loving relationships that adults invest in the 
next generation and it’s amazing to see that!  There are kids who, they 
don’t have a case of the Mondays, they’re excited because Monday is 
Huntington Kids Club!  That’s cool!  And that’s because of what 
volunteers are doing and what you as a congregation are doing to 
support those ministries. 
 
Now, Hosanna was with us when we went before that United Way panel, 
so you understand, the way the United Way works; first off, it’s not the 
director’s decision.  For those of you who think we get help because I’m 
married to the director it doesn’t work that way.  If anything, we 
actually have higher hurdles because they want to make sure that 
there’s no grounds for accusing them of favoritism for us, and so we 
work purely with volunteers; Jenna is entirely outside of that process, 
but those volunteers, including teachers in the school corporation, and 
administrators, they love what we’re doing and they have awarded us a 
grant to keep working this. 
 
So the United Way and the local community are giving dollars to St. 
Peter’s First to do Homework Help; that’s how cool this is!  That’s how 
powerful this is and that’s where we’re seeing lives changed with these 
kids and how their attitudes in school are changing. 
 
Now as we transition to youth, and as we start talking about middle 
school and high school, I know some of you have had kind of a 
compulsive shudder because you remember back to those days 
yourself; it’s a hard time in life, isn’t it?  You think back to where your 
body is changing drastically, your voice is changing, you’re growing, 
there are things that change, you start developing acne, all those usual 
things, now throw some chaos into your life on top of that!  You all of a 
sudden start noticing the opposite sex and with noticing them, it’s no 
one noticing them to avoid cooties?  It’s like, “No!  I actually like it when 
the girls chase me.”  You know, it’s a big time of transition and confusion 
for people, and then we wonder why they struggle.  We struggle too!  
We just don’t always remember how we came through it, and the way 



we came through it was because of people who had already been 
through it coming alongside of us and walking with us through it. 
 
So when we talk about that life stage, one of the major questions for 
someone between the ages of 12 and 18 that, kind of teenager thing, 
that we kind of coined a phrase for in the 50’s and 60’s, it’s “Who am I in 
a sea of faces?”  How’s that for an existential question?  So when you 
think about these kids and when they walk into their hallway at school 
and there’s this sea of faces, they’re wondering, “Who am I? What’s my 
identity?  Where do I find that identity?” and so that time of life is trying 
on all these different hats and roles:  some of them become athletes, 
some of them are athletic in middle school, but then when they get to 
high school they decide they want to do something more academically-
focused, some of them get into different styles of dress.  If you ever see 
kids who are all dressed the same way, that’s because there’s a shared 
identity in that and in the clothing, and that creates rivalries between 
different groups because if I’m part of this group and you are not part of 
this group, you are somehow different, and different is a threat to my 
identity. 
 
Now you notice how we don’t always grow out of that as an adult, right?  
Not unless we’re intentional about growing out of it.  The same thing for 
kids at that stage.  As they find that identity then, there’s a real 
faithfulness and trueness of who they are; a fidelity to that.   
 
Then they move on from there. They graduate from high school – we’re 
going to be celebrating Graduation Sunday here in a couple of weeks, 
and it is huge, it is amazing, it is a great opportunity and it is scary and it 
is a big change too, all at the same time, and they go into this stage that 
lasts from about 18 until 40. Yeah, couldn’t break that one down any 
further.  But here’s why – because it moves, all of a sudden it makes this 
transition around 18 where the whole thing has been focused around 
me and myself and my agency, my development and who I am to now 
and how do I exist.  Now that I’ve got a box, how does my box fit into the 
broader set of boxes that we call a society?  How do I be in relationship 
with others?   Can I love and be loved?  This is where we learn about 
relationships and investing in relationships.  This is where we learn if 
we have intimacy and commitment; it’s what develops into love. This is 
where we learn to be in relationship. 



 
So, maybe you’re a young parent right now and you’re beginning to 
think: “Man! This is way harder than I ever imagined!” Guess what?  
Your parents are saying, “I told you so!”  (Laughter) But you’re not alone 
in that. Because what you’re learning to do is you’re learning this key 
dynamic that’s right at the heart of the gospel, which is loving service 
laid out for the sake of the other; it’s agape love, it’s a selfless love and 
it’s hard!  That’s why Jesus calls it crucifying yourself daily, but laying 
ourselves down in that love is formative and transformative. 
 
I recently talked with a young man, he and his wife were coming to St. 
Pete’s a little bit here this wintertime and they really liked this 
congregation, and they really enjoyed it.  Then he and I went to lunch, 
we talked and then they stopped coming! (Laughter) That makes you 
feel great as a pastor! 
 
Here’s the thing though!  I bumped into him last week and so we get to 
talking a little bit and he begins to explain to me that they had come 
from another congregation and as they were here and as they were 
starting to connect a little bit with what we’ve been talking about with 
relationships and love and steadfastness, it convicted them that they 
needed to go back to the congregation they had left, and they needed to 
learn what it meant to be in relationship through hard times and 
through difficult times, and that’s exactly what this question is for them 
in this life stage. That’s something we can celebrate because that’s true 
discipleship.  Now I hate that they’re not going to be part of this because 
I think what we’ve got here is really cool and I think they would have 
been a welcomed addition to it, but I love that the gospel is bigger than 
the four walls of St. Peter’s First, and that they by going back are going 
to be better disciples of Jesus because they’re going to learn what 
relationships are and how hard love can be! 
 
That’s the sort of thing that we’re doing when we’re walking with youth 
through these stages, and as we’re working with them. 
 
A couple of years ago, some of you remember, some of you helped raise 
funds to send the youth down to Birmingham, Alabama. We took them 
down for a week, we partnered with Faith Community Church here in 



Huntington and we took two van loads of students down to 
Birmingham, Alabama. 
 
Now, these are kids who grew up all day, everyday in Huntington, 
Indiana, where they are the dominant, majority race and culture.  We 
went down to inner city Birmingham where the culture is about 85% 
African-American and for these kids, it’s the first time that they have 
ever been in the minority, and it was a huge, amazing experience for 
them to learn to look at the world a little differently, to realize that God 
has created this beautiful diversity in the world that they hadn’t been 
exposed to yet, and that there’s real blessing and fellowship that comes 
out of that when they realize that the kid in inner city Birmingham is the 
same as they are, and just as competitive at Connect Four or kickball or 
those other things and listens to the same music and talks about things 
the same way, has the same fights with the opposite sex, has the same 
fights with their friends to realize the humanity of the other in this. 
 
While I was down there, this is the piece that the kids on the trip don’t 
know:  We went to a place, it’s a ministry, it’s a construction ministry, 
okay, this guy creates construction businesses, trains his workers to 
learn how to do and run a construction trade and then releases them to 
go start their own business.  He calls it….it’s his church multiplication is 
what he calls it, because he’s also walking with in discipleship in that. 
His property that is set aside just for prayer and there are people who 
pray there 24/7 and have been for the last two decades; this place is 
bathed in prayer – people come from around the world to pray at this 
place, and so we’re there for a worship service and hanging out and 
there’s food and everything else, and I was just kind of reflecting on the 
week and the time with the kids and he came over to me and laid hands 
on me for prayer, and his prayer for me would be that my heart would 
break for the youth of Huntington.  And that is a prayer I’ve never 
recovered from. Because when I look at this community, that’s the 
driving agenda for me, is what are we leaving behind for the teenagers 
who are growing up?  Who are going to become the next generation of 
leaders. 
 
I mentioned before, this is a language I like of them being our present 
future – they are our present future! And I want you to keep that in 
mind especially as we go to this next video, as they’re getting it cued up:  



When we are investing in young people,  we are investing in the present 
future of our congregation and our community, and my heart breaks for 
them and I pray that your heart will be broken for them and given in 
behalf of them as well. 
 
Q:  Why do you come to youth group? 
 
A:  Because it gives us something to do on Wednesdays, that’s pretty fun, 
I mean I learn about Jesus. 
 
Q:  What does it mean to you? 
 
A:  What it means to me is basically coming and hanging out with your 
friends and journeying with them through the Bible. 
 
A:  It’s an enjoyable experience. 
 
Q:  What makes it enjoyable? 
 
A:  When you get together with some friends and you can just have fun! 
Play some games, cook and learn about Jesus.   
 
A:  Because youth group is like my second family, we learn, we 
sometimes eat dinner with each other and we like to have fun. 
 
Q:  Why do you come to youth group? 
 
A:  I come to learn more about Christ because I go to church on Sundays, 
but I still like to explore it in how the youth does it like with games and 
it’s easier to understand. 
 
Q:  What is your favorite part about youth group? 
 
A:  I would say my favorite part about youth group is when we do 
cooking once a month, we choose a meal to cook and then we cook it 
with everybody. 
 
Dianna Whitesell:  I really think the thing I have really enjoyed the most 
and had the most fun with is the youth dinners where the youth group 



gets together and they cook their own evening meal.  For me it isn’t like 
I’m working with them, it’s like I’m just being there to have fun with 
them, to share with them and I think they feel that same way.  I think 
that they feel like I’m there just to kind of be there when they want to do 
something and they’re not sure whether they’re going to do it correct or 
not, then when they make a mistake or when they put the wrong thing 
in or we have to add more water or whatever we have to do to make it 
right, they’re the ones that enjoy that food and they eat the meal and 
they think that’s just the most wonderful thing, and I think that it helps 
to see them growing, it helps to see them doing things on their own and 
me just sitting there and absorbing the fun  and the enjoyment from that 
evening. 
 
Q:  How has youth group changed you or helped you? 
 
A:  I’m less shy, a little bit more outgoing, I feel comfortable, the lessons 
Megan displays kind of helps me become pieces of who I am. 
 
Q:  How has youth group helped you or changed you? 
 
A:  I helps us get more connected with Jesus. 
 
Q:  How has youth group helped you or changed you? 
 
A:  Well it’s helped me become more of a Christian in the videos we 
watch, I mean like they’re funny and you learn things from them 
because it’s how most kids learn stuff. 
 
If we could give a round of applause to thank our youth who were 
courageous enough to be in our video, we really appreciate it!  
(Applause) 
 
So thank you for hearing about what you guys are involved in here at St. 
Pete’s in the life of St. Pete’s and also how we are reaching out into our 
community.  So we kind of just want to wrap up briefly with sharing 
with you some ways that you can continue to be involved.  As you have 
heard, we could not do all of these different programs without you and 
thank you so much for the different ways that you are involved by giving 



of your time, by giving of your resources, by giving financially as well, 
you really do help these programs continue to succeed. 
 
So, yes, you see that there’s this beautiful blue card in your bulletin – 
um…if you could take a few minutes and just look over this, basically 
there are four different sections of the four different areas that we are 
highlighting with children and youth, and if there are any of those things 
that interest you, go ahead and make a mark next to them and at the 
bottom, there’s a few other options, if you would just join us in 
continuing to pray for these different things that are going on and for 
the volunteers who are interacting each week with the children and 
youth, we would greatly appreciate that. 
 
Then also if you would be interested in learning more about these 
things and hearing updates and hearing stories, you can mark that as 
well. 
 
I just want to share too that we are really open to whatever your sweet 
spot is, so if there is something that you really enjoy doing and you think 
that children and youth would enjoy that as well, we would love to hear 
it, so you can write it down on the card or on the back. 
 
As the youth shared, the dinners are their favorite thing; this is 
something new that we’ve started, it’s just cooking together, making a 
meal and then eating it and it’s a blast, it’s kind of crazy and sometimes 
we learn through trial and error about how we don’t know how to 
follow a recipe, but it’s been really enjoyable.  Dianna has graciously 
joined us on those evenings and that’s something that she’s really 
passionate about and so we love getting her connected in that way, so 
whatever yours is, we would love to have you be involved as well.   
 
Pastor Richard:  Maybe you’re feeling stretched to the hilt and another 
volunteer opportunity sounds daunting just to add into a busy chaotic 
life, and so we also want to remind you that ultimately we are 
supporting this collectively with our weekly giving to this congregation, 
so when we talk about giving here, this is how your dollars translate 
into the community. 
 



So when we talk about connecting the dots, every dollar talks about life 
transformation, that’s why we exist as this congregation, that’s what 
we’re here for is transformation in the name of Jesus and through the 
power of Jesus, so when you’re giving your dollars you are investing in 
the kingdom of God and you will reap eternal blessing of that.  Not just 
an eternity that begins when you die, but an eternity that begins now.  
You begin praying for these kids it will transform your heart, it will 
transform your eyes in the way you look at the world around you and so 
ultimately when you give, you learn that you can’t out-give God and you 
remained blessed in this. 
 
So with that, keep in mind that there’s also an opportunity coming up, 
we have a wonderful problem on our hands!  We don’t have room for all 
these kids on Sunday mornings! And so the Property Team is working to 
renovate a classroom space downstairs here that used to be the old 
nursery and has recently affectionately know as the “Man Cave,” it is 
being reclaimed for Children’s Ministry as we speak, and so with that, 
we’re going to need some equipment in there, we’re going to need tables 
and chairs and chalkboards and things like that, oh, I guess they don’t 
use chalkboards anymore! We’re all dating ourselves here! (Laughter)  
But there’s going to be opportunities to give for that and so Megan is 
going to have announcements where she’s going to be providing you 
opportunities with things that can be donated supplies for that 
classroom, so be looking for opportunities to be giving financially, with 
your time with your talents and also with supplies for that classroom.   
 
So with that, as our song leaders are coming up, we want to leave you 
with one final video from our children and youth ministries. 
 
All the children say:  THANK YOU FOR NURTURING OUR FAITH AND 
PROVIDING STABLE ADULT RELATIONSHIPS AND GUIDING US 
THROUGH LIFE CHANGING RELATIONSHIPS.   
 
THANK YOU! 
 
 


