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 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus and turning to 
them he said: “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his 
father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and 
sisters—yes, even his own life—he cannot be my disciple.  And 
anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be 
my disciple. 
 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower.  Will he not 
first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough 
money to complete it?  For if he lays the foundation and is not 
able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, saying, 
‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 
 “Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another 
king.  Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able 
with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him 
with twenty thousand?  If he is not able, he will send a 
delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for 
terms of peace.  In the same way, any of you who does not give 
up everything he has cannot be my disciple. 
 “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be 
made salty again?  It is fit neither for the soil nor the manure 
pile; it is thrown out. 
 “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 
 
 
SERMON: 
 So those of you who wagered on the Sunday after 
Christmas the reading involving manure and the cross, you 
win, so you can collect your prize after service! (Laughter)  But 



before that, we are at the high point of the gift-giving season in 
our culture, this Christmas, and as I mentioned before, it is the 
3rd day of Christmas and so it’s time to continue giving gifts, so 
Jess Baker, for those of you who don’t know, grew up in this 
congregation, she is now a student down at Purdue and doing 
wonderfully down there from everything we see officially.  
(Laughter)  But she has agreed to help me out here, so Jess I 
wanted to give you a gift. (Jess says, “Thank you!”) 
 
One of the things we learn a lot of in life is we always talk about 
how it is better to give than to receive and that’s why I’m giving 
her the gift is because I want to enjoy all the blessing here. 
 
As we offer this, I want you to just kind of play along with me 
on this and we’ll just go step-by-step with this; so when you 
see this and you know it’s for you, what’s the first thing that 
goes through your mind? 
 
Jess:  You wonder what’s inside of it. 
 
Richard:  You wonder what’s inside of it, especially when it’s 
Pastor Richard giving you a gift because you know, there’s 
going to be a catch somewhere, right?  (Laughter) 
 
Jess:  Hopefully there’s not manure in it!  (Laughter) 
 
Pastor Richard:  (Laughing) That’s not a bad idea, I didn’t even 
think about that potential.  (Audience laughs) 
 
So when we receive a gift we get excited though, right?  We feel 
some level of affirmation.  Now some of us are real big on gifts, 
some of us are not so big on gifts, but think back to when you 
were 8 years old and there was a present, maybe it was 
wrapped maybe just in newspaper, but it was something for 



you under the Christmas tree; even if it was a Charlie Brown 
Christmas tree, you felt an excitement of this because this was 
something that would complete that lack in your life.  This is 
something you can find and throughout life we have learned 
that there are all sorts of things we can receive that we think 
are going to help us fill that sense of loss we have been feeling. 
 
So maybe the first thing it might be when you grow up you 
need to make sure you go to college, so you can get a good 
education, okay?  So we talk about that and we unwrap our 
first gift and we get it.  If you want to go ahead and unwrap 
your gift and see what you get? 
 
(Jess unwraps her gift)   
 
Pastor Richard says:  Not a whole roll of tape, but a whole roll 
of wrapping paper!  (Laughter)  Make sure you show everyone 
what you’ve got! 
 
Jess says:  It’s white vinegar!   
 
Pastor Richard says:  Not just one bottle, 2 bottles of white 
vinegar, okay?  (Laughter) 
 
Now when we’re little kids, really little kids, what’s the thing 
we’re fascinated with, the box, the paper, right? It’s not until 
later on when our parents have trained us that we begin to 
appreciate what’s inside of the box. 
 
So if you want to go ahead and open up your gift – 
 
(Jess opens the box) 
 
Jess:  I ______inside yet! (Laughter) 



 
Pastor Richard:  Because oftentimes what happens is we get 
through the frenzy of opening up our gifts and then a month 
later it’s broke, and we’ve moved onto the next thing that we’re 
fascinated with, right?  And so we went and we got that college 
education and we realize we got this college debt that comes 
with that, and we know that it’s not just about material things 
and we really want to find someone to love us that we can 
really love and so the next thing we seek in life is we want to 
find that special someone who is going to complete us.  So, we 
go about that and we pursue that in a relationship and then we 
receive that gift as well and we’re fascinated at the beginning 
because it’s shiny and it’s beautiful and it’s new, and so we 
open it up (Jess unwraps the package) and Pastor Richard says, 
“You’re less excited now than you were!  (Laughter) 
 
Pastor Richard says:  “Be sure and show everyone what you’ve 
got.” (Laughter) 
 
Jess says: “Just another box” (Laughter) 
 
So, clothing, shoes, material gifts, anything that it can be can be 
a part of it, but then we find that, Okay, it’s a little less exciting 
this time around because we realize, Ah, we’re just going 
through the motions; it’s the same as last year and the year 
before that!  So we open that gift and we find out (this box is 
tricky – it took me awhile too!) (Laughter)   
 
So we receive our gift and think, “Okay, maybe the next one is 
going to be the one that really fills that lack; it’s the thing I’ve 
really been looking for, it’s the thing I’ve really wanted.”  
Maybe you’ve got your career going, you’ve got your spouse 
and you’re having kids and you’re really dreaming of that 
dream home, right?  That one that you’ve really had dreamed 



of since being a kid, you know, it’s got the white picket fence, 
maybe it doesn’t have a large picket fence, maybe it has large 
hedge rows so you don’t see the neighbors, if we’re being 
honest. (Laughter) 
 
But whatever it is, we look for that fulfillment with it and when 
we finally open that final gift (Jess opens another gift and says, 
“Crackers!”)  (Laughter) 
 
Pastor Richard:  “For those long study hours down at Purdue!” 
(Laughter)   
 
But when we open it we find that maybe there’s something in 
there that’s even more unexpected than that. 
 
Remember when we were talking about kids, how kids when 
they were little, they were fascinated with the paper and we 
have to train them to actually look past the paper to see what is 
actually inside of it, and then what do we find? 
 
Jess says:  “A $20 bill!) 
 
Pastor Richard:  “More dirty paper!”  (Laughter) 
 
But we’ve been taught to value it, and so this actually feels like 
a real gift.  (He says to Jess: “Merry Christmas!  It’s yours!”) 
 
Jess says:  “Thank you!”  (Laughter) 
 
Pastor Richard:  “Share the pizza with friends!”  (Laughter and 
audience applauds) 
 
But you notice what is actually going on in the dynamic, we 
actually have to train our young ones to value what’s inside of 



the box instead of just the joy of receiving whatever it is and 
maybe it’s us that needs to be trained in this because they don’t 
come out of the womb greedy; we teach them that.  Later on, 
there’s something that we can learn with this, especially I think 
is what Jesus gets after when He talks about being a disciple 
involves becoming a small child again.  Because what Christ is 
calling us to is to become true individuals, and that’s a hard, 
hard thing and we’re going to talk about that this morning. 
 
If you’re not there with me already, I invite you to turn with me 
to Luke 14: 25. 
 
Now before we start there, I want to talk about somebody from 
the Old Testament that was a big deal in Jewish tradition and a 
big deal for Jesus and the New Testament authors as well, and 
it’s Abraham. 
 
Now you’ve probably heard of Abraham and how he had many 
sons and he had a whole nation come out of him.  Now in 
Genesis 12, Abraham receives a vision of God.  He hears the 
voice of God saying: “Abraham, leave your father’s household 
and go to the land I am showing you.”  And that’s the piece of it 
that I really want to focus on this morning is the context for 
this.  When He says to leave your father’s household, there’s a 
Jewish legend that goes with this that Abraham and his father’s 
household, his father worshipped many idols, and so he had 
these idols in a special “shrine room” for them to worship. 
Abraham came in at one point with a large wooden stick and 
he proceeded to smash all the idols because he sensed that 
there was only one true God, and he smashed all of the idols 
except for one and then he took the bat and he put it in the 
hands of this very large idol, and when his father came in, he 
saw all of the idols smashed and the weapon was held in the 
hands of this one statue that was left, and he calls Abraham and 



he says: “Abraham, what have you done?   You have upset the 
gods; you’ve angered the gods in this!”  Because he knew right 
away, I mean, parents know when you’ve done something 
wrong, right?   
 
So Abraham looks at him and says, “It wasn’t me! It was him, 
look!  He still has it in his hands!”  And his father said, 
“Nonsense! He’s a statue, how could he ever do this?”  And 
Abraham says, “Yeah, exactly the point!  Why do you worship 
him?” 
 
There’s this sense, even within Abraham’s life, there’s this 
journey away from the values of his father’s household.  And it 
takes a literal event when God calls him and says, “Leave your 
father’s household.  Go to the land I am showing you.”  He is 
bringing him along on a journey of faith.  The mark of that faith 
for Abraham is when he begins to obey.  Faith is about 
obedience in the world where you move away from just ideas 
about God to actually living out a new reality because of what 
you think of God, and it’s a new way of engaging in the world, a 
new mode of being in the world; that’s why when you’re 
thinking about a title for this morning’s sermon, it’s the Secret 
to Life before Death, because that’s far more interesting than 
just life after death.  It’s not about just longevity, it’s about the 
fullness and richness of a life lived with God. 
 
So Christ calls us to become individuals and how does He go 
about this?  In Luke 15:25:   
 

Large crowds were traveling with Jesus and turning to 
them he said: “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his 
father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and 
sisters—yes, even his own life—he cannot be my disciple.  And 



anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be 
my disciple. 
 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower.  Will he not 
first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough 
money to complete it?  For if he lays the foundation and is not 
able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, saying, 
‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 
 “Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another 
king.  Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able 
with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him 
with twenty thousand?  If he is not able, he will send a 
delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for 
terms of peace.  In the same way, any of you who does not give 
up everything he has cannot be my disciple. 
 “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be 
made salty again?  It is fit neither for the soil nor the manure 
pile; it is thrown out. 
 “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 
 
So Jesus is turned to the crowd, a big crowd started following 
Him and He is teaching them what it means to be His disciple.  
Now disciple is just a $10 word-meaning student or follower.  
So He’s telling them, “If you want to be a student of Me, if you 
want to follow Me, here’s what it takes.”  And He sets up kind of 
a final exam at first, maybe a pretest if you want to think about 
it that way. 
 
Here’s what you have to do:  You have to hate your father and 
mother, your wife and children, your brothers and sisters.  
Pretty severe language, and what is He getting at here?  He’s 
not talking about a hate that leads to being harsh towards 
these people, right?  That wouldn’t make any sense with any 
other teachings of Jesus about loving your neighbor as yourself 
or loving your enemies even.  Of course, you’re going to 



practice love with them.  But there’s something else about this.  
Think back to the example of Abraham.  Abraham was leaving 
his father’s house for the sake of his father’s house.  The whole 
point of the blessing and promise he receives is he will be 
blessed to be a blessing and his offspring will be a blessing to 
the many nations including his father’s house. 
 
So, too with Jesus, when we go through life we become 
programmed to live a certain way, we imbibe the cultural 
values of the world around us as we’re raised up in our 
household, and so we learn all the hidden rules of engagement 
in the world; the things that we should value.  We learn what to 
desire by the way that our parents teach us and raise us, and 
there’s a good sense for that!  There’s a way of actually 
biologically living in the world.  It’s tough to live in the world if 
you don’t have any money, but along the way, subtly, those 
things that we have been taught to value can become idols in 
our life as well. 
 
So when I was joking around about the dirty paper, I’m only 
half-joking, right, because it’s just paper, really!  It’s just paper, 
but we assign a value to it which is what makes it one of the 
most powerful things in the world, don’t we?  So, we have 
added this value to it and what Jesus does then, especially in 
the ancient world, your status, your place in the world and 
even today for us as well, we identify whom we are based on 
where we come from.  A huge part of our identity is caught up 
in this, so whether it’s our family or it’s a group or origin we 
are really close to, we identify with that. 
 
How many of you identify with the word “Hoosiers?”  Right?  
What’s a Hoosier?  If you look at the history of the word, 
“Hoosier” you’ll hear many variations.  The one I think is most 
compelling is “pioneers”; so if you want to go ahead with that 



one you can.  They were the frontiersmen of their day; they 
were out on the edge of civilization at that time, and so you 
identify with being Hoosiers, why?  Because you were born 
here, right?  You were raised in Indiana; maybe you started 
following a certain basketball team with a notable coach.  
(Laughter)  We don’t want to confess anyone’s sin on the 
Sunday after Christmas!  (Laughter) 
 
I identify with being a Wolverine, why?  I was born in Michigan, 
that’s what I grew up with, I grew up with rooting for Charles 
Woodson and Tom Brady and all the rest; so that’s part of our 
identity, and it becomes this rivalry which now we make it a 
sports rivalry so we joke around, we tease each other, we have 
fun with these things, but throughout history and even today, 
some of those identities, they come to play in major, major 
ways that bring about conflict. 
 
When we think about the ways that nations war.  There’s a 
song by Sting and the Police that’s “If the Russians Love Their 
Children Too”, and it’s this notion to remember the humanity 
of the Russians, at the height of the cold war, they’re singing 
this during Regan’s administration: you know, “Tear down this 
wall” and everything that’s going along with this, right?  And 
the evil empire, and they’re singing to remind themselves and 
those around them that the enemy on the other side of the wall 
are humans, just like themselves, which is hard to do because 
our values that we’re brought up with teach us what to value, 
what to hate, what to love, what to desire, what to pursue and 
how to raise our kids; and all this comes together. 
 
So when Jesus is saying to put off these things, He’s giving a 
severe teaching of, “No! It’s not going to be defined anymore by 
where you came from or what you’ve identified with or what 
the world has taught you to value; instead you’re going to enter 



into a new family, the family of God!” and it’s going to be a new 
way of engaging in the world through the witness of Christ, 
through the call of Jesus we become individuals because we 
recognize that our family has brought us to this point and 
that’s a good thing, but Christ wants to call us into a deeper 
thing, not just going through the motions of life, but really 
engaging the substance of life that God has called us to. 
 
Then He adds on another harsh teaching: “Carry his cross and 
follow”, putting off others and receiving them directly into 
Christ.  The cross is what allows us to really need people.  The 
cross is what allows us to see people. 
 
When we look at people through the cross, we don’t see them 
the way we used to, we don’t see them as a stranger, we don’t 
see them as an enemy; we see them as someone that God has 
gathered in. 
 
This is what Paul means when he writes in Corinthians 6:  We 
no longer regard anyone in a worldly way.  For once we regard 
Christ in this way.  But instead, if anyone is in Christ is a new 
creation.  So when you look at your loved ones, part of the hate 
your mother, your father, your brother, your sister, your 
children, your wife, the teaching with that is not hate them 
harshly, put them away!  It means to see them through Christ 
now and not just through their relationship to you, but see 
them as a human made in the image of God; see them as part of 
this new lens, which you are going to see the world.  Same as 
your enemies, same as your neighbors, even the neighbors that 
don’t return your power tools after they’ve borrowed them! 
It’s about learning to see in a new way!  So we no longer regard 
anyone in a worldly way, but we see them through the eyes of 
Christ anymore.  This is what we’re learning about when we 
talk about Advent and Christ bringing light into the world.   



 
Our whole lives have been shrouded in darkness, but when we 
encounter Christ, He opens the eyes of our heart so that we can 
see by the light of His truth the reality of us, that we’re all 
sinners, that we’ve all fallen short of the glory of God, and God 
loves us despite that and has called us to live a new life, to be 
resurrected us out of the deadness of our old lives. 
 
He gives an example here:  2 parables, building a tower and 
going to war. 
 
Oftentimes when we talk about our lives, we talk about 
building life, we talk about achievement, we talk about building 
a tower of life, something that you know, your home is your 
castle, right?  What Jesus is saying, is “you need to make sure 
you got enough bricks before you start building that.  Look at it, 
count the cost, and estimate what it would cost to complete 
this. 
 
What He is saying is you can’t build the tower of discipleship 
on your own terms.  You can’t just be a semi-follower of Jesus, 
you go all in or you don’t.  You count the cost with it and it’s 
going to be a hard thing because it won’t be understood, it will 
be misunderstood and people won’t always appreciate it, but at 
the same time He also talks about it’s like going to war, and you 
know the odds already; you’re going to war with 10,000 men 
against somebody who has 20,000 men.  You have to weigh the 
cost, can you win this battle or not?  The odds are against you, 
so what do you do?  You would send a delegation on the way to 
make for peace before there is war sparing everyone in the end 
but ultimately leading to a surrender of sorts for you; this is the 
demand that Christ gives to us.  It’s an aspect of surrender. 
 



The gospel of Matthew puts it this way:  The only way to save 
your life is to lose it, but if you lose it for Christ, you’ll save it. 
 
As we enter into the new year, we often tend to think of New 
Year’s Resolutions, and one of the things I want to ask you is 
what do you really want in 2016?  It’s the same question, well 
except for the 2016 part; it’s the same question that Jesus 
asked Bartimaeus, “What do you want me to do for you?” 
 
There’s a healing in your life that needs to take place, there’s an 
opening of eyes that needs to take place, there’s a 
transformation that needs to take place.  What is the thing that 
God is inviting you into?  And you’ll find it by really sifting 
through and examining the desires of your heart. 
 
Now with that first layer it comes out pretty surface, right?  It’s 
“I want a new boat, I want a new car, I want a new house” you 
know, you go through these things, but when you start digging 
down through the layers of desire in your life, you begin to 
realize, “Well, we can make do with the boat we have, or we 
can make do with the house that we have or the car that we 
have” whatever it is and you begin to realize that the things 
that really matters to you are those closest to you, and that’s 
what makes it love; that you see all the warts and flaws within 
your family, it’s pretty easy  to hate when things aren’t going 
your way in your family.  What Christ is calling you to do is to 
love them, now, to be together, to be with one another, even in 
this fellowship of the body of Christ.  It’s this whole new way of 
thinking about the relationships in our lives.   
 
There’s a story of a businessman and he is vacationing down 
on a Caribbean island and he’s wandering along the beach, and 
as he’s wandering along the beach he encounters a fisherman 
who is out there and he’s catching a few fish and he really 



seems to be enjoying himself in the morning and so the 
businessman asks him, “What are you doing?” “Well, I’m just 
going to catch a few fish and if I have any extra I might go and 
sell them in the marketplace, otherwise, I’m just going to fry 
them up tonight with my family, and maybe later on this 
evening, drink some wine with my wife and we’ll just enjoy the 
sunset!” 
 
The businessman says, “Well, you know, I could help you!” 
 
Fisherman says, “Really?  How could you do that?” 
 
Businessman:  “Well, I could help you come up with a new 
method for capturing more fish and then taking them to the 
marketplace and getting them there ahead of the rest of the 
pack, so you could sell your fish first and they would be the 
freshest, and then you would be able to reap profits from that!” 
 
Fisherman:  “Well, what would I do then?” 
 
Businessman:  “Well you could take those profits and then you 
could get yourself a new boat and some new nets and then you 
would be able to go out and catch more fish, and as you catch 
those fish you could bring them back and you would be able to 
sell those in the marketplace for even more.” 
 
Fisherman:  “Well, what would I do then?” 
 
Businessman:  “Well then you could get 2 boats, and you could 
go out and catch even more fish and you could bring them in 
and sell them in the marketplace and then, well then, you could 
build a whole fleet of boats!  And soon, you would have all 
these boats, you’d have crews working them for you; they 



would be working on your behalf and they would be brining in 
all this money for you.” 
 
Fisherman:  “Okay, then what would I do?” 
 
Businessman:  “Well, then after a number of years, once you’ve 
built up enough wealth, you could retire, and you could fish 
anytime you wanted to, and you could just spend the evenings 
watching the sunset with your wife and drinking wine!” 
 
The man revealed the emptiness of that pursuit, those desires.   
 
What Jesus is inviting us to do is to recalibrate our desires to 
the things that really bring life to us, because more doesn’t 
bring life.  More of the same thing doesn’t bring life, but a real 
gift this New Year might be able to appreciate what we have.  
Being able to see what we have already to value it, to love it, 
and experience it for the goodness that it is. 
 
A new identity in Christ that changes the way we look at the 
identity of all those around us; it isn’t based on our bloodlines 
or our past, but what Christ has done for us and it’s based on a 
good future and blessing that He has for us; it’s oriented 
towards God’s purpose and faithfulness and involves us 
becoming brothers and sisters in Christ, along with those that 
we once considered enemies to be able to see them, not as the 
world sees them, but in the way that Christ sees them, maybe 
unrepentant still, but desiring them to be transformed and 
healed as well. 
 
As we become individuals, as we step back from the 
households we grew up in, we are able to receive those 
households then in a new way by seeing them through the 



cross and we can appreciate the gifts that our family have been 
to us from God. 
 
We enter into the kingdom alone, we don’t stay that way, and 
we enter into fellowship.  This collection of individuals that 
Christ has formed formed themselves around Him and become 
a true fellowship and a new family of God gathered together to 
love one another and walk with one another.  To celebrate with 
those who celebrate and mourn with those who mourn, 
especially at this time of year when there’s plenty of those 
things. 
 
Verses 34 and 35:  “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness how 
can it be made salty again?  It’s neither fit for the soil or the 
manure pile; it is thrown out”. 
 
How many of you salt your manure piles?  Your compost 
heaps?  How many of you have manure piles and compost 
heaps?  (Laughter) 
 
This was one I had to study into a bit, because I’ve always 
heard salting the ground is a way of destroying whatever was 
there.  In fact you could use salt to kill the weeds, right?  But 
there’s something more to it than this.  What happens, 
especially when something is composting or a manure pile and 
it begins to break down, it releases a chemical, it releases 
ammonia and then ammonia can evaporate very quickly.  
That’s also the nutrients though that you want to put into your 
soil, and the whole point of fertilizing the manure, which again 
as we mentioned before, the only difference between manure 
and crap is what, purpose and intention, right?   
 
So when we look at this, this pile of manure that Jesus is talking 
about, He is talking about salting it.  The salt actually has a way 



of trapping the nutrients in that, to allow the soil to receive 
those nutrients and allow then the plants within the soil to 
draw those nutrients and grow a richer harvest; it’s all about 
balancing out the pH levels and everything in the soil so that 
the plants can really thrive.   
 
If fact, there’s a whole way of small scale farming in which you 
can cultivate the soil in such a way that the weeds die and the 
plants thrive and grow; in fact, a similar concept if you’ve ever 
heard of the 3 sisters, it’s a planting method that the Native 
Americans used to do where they would plant corn and squash 
and a third vegetable together and they would thrive off of one 
another because they produce different things that each other 
need. 
 
When He is talking about being salty; He’s talking about us as 
followers, being the sort of thing that you add to bring life to a 
situation.  Christ has brought us life, and so we bring life to the 
world around us and we’re able to help the world gain a sense 
that extra car, that bigger house, that promotion, you think 
that’s going to be fulfilling for you, that’s not where it’s really 
at; where it’s really at is something much simpler, something 
much more graceful and acceptable to all of us, and it’s the 
ability to embrace where we are through God’s grace, to give 
thanks and to be here in the present moment with the Holy 
Spirit, to be together.  That’s the real gift, and when you live 
that sort of life, it bears fruit in your own heart and in your 
own life.  Love, joy, patience, kindness and self control; all of 
these things are the fruit of following of being together.   
 
When we receive those gifts and that fruit becomes something 
for somebody to enjoy along the way as well and that’s where 
it begins the time of growth and expansion, where the kingdom 
begins to spread like a mustard seed so it takes over the whole 



garden patch.  When you tend the soil, you grow the right sort 
of harvest.  How do you keep it salty?  That’s the key.  How do 
you follow in this? 
 
There is a family in our community recently that I heard a 
brilliant story of what they did for their family Christmas.  Now 
in years past, they, of course, always gave gifts to one another 
and that they gave gifts to one another there was a real joy in 
the way this family goes about their Christmas and the giving 
of gifts, and they actually received a challenge from their 
pastor that whatever dollars they were going to spend on their 
family Christmas, they should also give those dollars to a local 
non-profit that is helping those who don’t have as much.  And 
so they, as I understand, they did that but they decided to go a 
step further.  And what they did is they sat down with their 
kids and they asked them, “What did we get you for Christmas 
last year?”  You’re chuckling!  You know the answer!  What 
happened in that moment when they asked that?  They 
couldn’t remember!  How many of you remember what you got 
for Christmas last year?  Or the year before that?  Life changing 
wonderful gifts and presents, huh?  So they faced that reality 
together and they decided, we’re going to take that money that 
we would spend on these gifts and we’re going to give all of 
that, so doubled to this food ministry to remember those who 
don’t even have food or because of circumstances can’t prepare 
that food; and they did this together as a family and they 
experienced something new in that, don’t you think? 
 
Now I’m sure there was a moment when the kids were like, 
maybe when they go back to school they think, “I see what my 
friend got, and I kind of wish I got one of those” but they’re 
going to get something much greater in this too, right?  They’re 
going to get this new sort of way of looking at the world 
around them that can receive those good things, the material 



things, and hold them at a distance and say, “Yeah! It’s good to 
have clothes, it’s good to have a house, it’s good to have a car or 
food on the table” and we can receive those as gifts, but we 
don’t need to let them rule over us as idols.  We can hold them 
at a distance, we can appreciate them through the cross, but 
ultimately we don’t find our real meaning there.  We 
experience the real communion with God in the loving act of 
sacrifice for others and in being together.  That’s a powerful 
lesson!  That’s what it might look like to stay salty! 
 
As we’re receiving all the ads and hearing all the good news 
that if you just get this new device, if you just get these clothes, 
if you just get this scent of perfume, if you just get this piece of 
jewelry, if you just get this thing, your life will be complete, 
instead to renounce those things, to hate that sort of culture 
and values and say, “There’s more to this life than that!  There’s 
something greater that makes it good to the last drop and 
that’s what I want, that’s what I’m looking for, for Christmas in 
2016.”  That’s the invitation we have in front of us. 
 
Christ invites us into faith, and faith is a whole new way of 
engaging in the world around you; it’s a way of seeing that 
world through the eyes of God who loved that world, who 
created that world, who desires that world to be in fellowship 
and communion with and He’s done everything necessary for 
that to take place. 
 
When Christ bids us to come follow Him, it’s worth it.  It’s 
worth the cost we’ve counted in building power; it’s worth 
surrendering to the King, it’s worth giving up all that we have 
that we might gain anything worth having. 
 
The only way to save your life is to lose it, but if you lose it for 
Christ you’ll save it.   



 
Now normally, I go another 15 minutes or so, but it’s such a 
straightforward message that I could spend the next 15 
minutes explaining why this isn’t what Christ really means, but 
it is what He means, and I invite you to consider in this New 
Year what it would like to approach your life with fresh eyes 
and say, “What are the things that get between me and God and 
what are the things that I would need to change that I could 
experience this sort of relationship here and now that I have 
always desired. 
 
As I said before, the title of the sermon, you could call it “The 
Secret to Life Before Death”.  That’s what Jesus means when He 
talks about eternal life.  In John 17 when He defines eternal life, 
He says: “Eternal life is this to know the true God and Jesus 
Christ whom you have sent;” That’s something that begins 
now, not when we die. 
 
So with that I invite our song leaders to come forward and lead 
us in our closing song, if you have children who are downstairs 
with the Kids Ministry, please give them some extra time and 
just enjoy some time of fellowship with one another before 
pulling them out of their class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


