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“Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, according to 
the promise of life that is in Christ Jesus, 
 
 To Timothy, my dear son: 
 
 Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
 
 I thank God whom I serve, as my forefathers did, with a clear 
conscience, as night and day I constantly remember you in my prayers.  
Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that I may be filled with joy.  I 
have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your 
grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now 
lives in you also.  For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift 
of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands.  For God did 
not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-
discipline. 
 So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me 
his prisoner.  But join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power 
of God, who has saved us and called us to a holy life – not because of 
anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace.  This 
grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, but it 
has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ 
Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to 
light through the gospel.  And of this gospel I was appointed a herald 
and an apostle and a teacher.  That is why I am suffering as I am.  Yet I 
am not ashamed, because I know whom I have believed, and am 
convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that 
day. 
 What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, 
with faith and love in Christ Jesus.  Guard the good deposit that was 
entrusted to you – guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in 
us.” 



 
SERMON: 
 
So, I went down to Antiqology recently and picked up a candy bar, 
because I really like candy, if you haven’t picked up on that over the 
years, and what I picked up was some Turkish Taffy.  Turkish Taffy is 
just a fun candy to eat, and actually I have never had the privilege of 
eating it until I discovered it at Antiquology about a year and a half ago.  
I see as a kid, I had these things called Laffy Taffy that really just wasn’t 
the same because Laffy Taffy, for me at least, the ones I got were the 
ones that were already precut and you just kind of sucked on it a little 
bit and then that was it. But then I came across Turkish Taffy and, like I 
said, it was intriguing, it caught my eye, I’ve heard about it and never 
had it, so I picked up a couple of bars and brought them home, of course 
to do true science, I picked up every flavor they had, so I could know 
which one I appreciated the most, but I left them on the shelf.  Then I 
came back to them a while later and they had been sitting in room 
temperature for a long time, so I just, you know, without knowing any 
better, tore into it, and began to try and figure out how to eat it because 
I never had regular taffy before.  It was really weird to me because it just 
stuck to the cardboard all the time and then, you know, it just – so I took 
my first bite and I kept pulling on it and pulling on it and pulling on it 
and pulling on it and my jaw started to get tired, and I still hadn’t gotten 
my first bite.  I thought this is a cruel joke; why would anyone sell this to 
children?  (Audience laughs). 
 
You see, what happens is with taffy when it’s at room temperature or 
when it’s at a warmer temperature like this one that has been sitting in 
my pocket for the last hour, it tends to stretch and flex and you really 
can’t do a whole lot of tearing into it, but the flexibility comes from the 
energy, the heat energy that has been transferred into it and eventually, 
I mean, you can just work this thing like Play Doh, (laughter), even 
better so because it has this tactileness to it, and it’s got this real 
flexibility to it.  I mean, you can tie it in knots, I mean you can do all sorts 
of stuff because of the warmth and the energy that is in this candy, 
which didn’t do me a whole lot of good that first day when I was trying 
to eat it; in fact, it was quite miserable for me the first day because, like I 
said, my jaw started to wear out!  It’s like, what in the world is up with 
this? So, being a sort of Christopher Columbus-type individual, I didn’t 



think there was a need for directions, and so I went back and I fished the 
wrapper out of the trash and I discovered that there are, in fact, 
directions for eating Turkish Taffy for those of us who are ignorant of 
such things. (Laughter).  And what you find out then is they actually say 
that what you need to do, to really enjoy Turkish Taffy is what?  Anyone 
know?  Freeze it and smash it, right?  You got to snap it and crack it!  So 
if you keep one in the freezer, like this one has been for a week, then 
when it’s time to eat it, you just come along and (smacks candy on 
banister) now you’ve got instant crumbled candy that you can suck on 
and enjoy.  Muy Bueno!  Very good!  (Laughter) 
 
I tell you the things you learn as an adult, that you confess as your 
pastor!  (Laughter).  Because by making it cold you’re actually sucking 
the energy out of it, and when you suck the energy out of something, it 
becomes cold and it becomes very brittle, so that when it hits that wood 
for the first time, it instantly shatters, and there’s pieces left.  Uh, that’s 
why you do it while it’s still in the wrapper because, otherwise, you got 
a mess on your hands!   You’ve got a mess on your hands either way! 
(Laughter). 
 
Here’s the thing though:  relationships are like taffy, and there are 
relationships that have warmth and love in them and because of the 
warmth and love that has been poured into them over the years, they 
have a strength and a tenacity to them that can withstand all the jabs 
and all the stresses of life; it gets stretched to the breaking point and yet 
it still holds.  But relationships can also go the other way.  Maybe they 
have had the warmth sucked out of them, and having the warmth 
sucked out of them those relationships have turned cold, and in turning 
cold they become bitter so now even the slightest thing can disrupt that 
relationship and break it apart all....over….again.  
 
One of the things that we learn in Intro to Psychology and as we study 
human and child development, we realize how quickly relationships and 
touch and communicating love in various mediums becomes to the 
formation of a healthy adult individual.  There are fascinating studies 
out there that build on, if you want to jot down to check out on your 
own would be Eric Erricson’s Stages of Development, and his basic 
premise is this:  Every so often you come to a stage of your development 
where there’s kind of a task for you to accomplish and achieve.  So if you 



think about that famous time in a child’s life where they learn the power 
of the word “no”, right?  Or that child who drops things every time that 
they are eating, and you pick them up, and you begin to wonder whose 
training who?  You’re being trained because this child is developing 
autonomy, this child is learning that they are different than the parent 
somehow, that the parent is something that exists in their world and 
they can influence and act on that parent.  They have agency upon that 
parent; this is part of healthy, normal human development and when it 
takes place in the context of a relationship that is warm and loving and 
generous, it can build that child up into an adult who also then 
understands that they have autonomy and agency and responsibility 
and when they do things in the world, it impacts and changes things in 
the world as a result of that.  That warmth of love develops something 
within us that’s known as resiliency.   
 
They once did a long term comparison survey where they followed 
children from very young ages up through into their 20’s and they 
controlled all the different environmental factors we would think of 
such as race, social economic backgrounds, all sorts of things; they 
controlled for all of that, and what they found was the number one 
correlation for success in that child’s life – their ability to accomplish 
things in life, was whether or not there was an adult in their life that 
invested in them with a loving relationship.  Because the researchers 
speculate what happens then is when the child is younger, and things 
fail and things go wrong and their toy breaks and they’re crying that 
loving adult, by nurturing that love within them the child develops 
what’s known as resiliency.  They begin to realize, “Oh, that’s not the 
way the world is supposed to work” and so they get another toy or they 
try and fix the toy that’s broken; this continues into adulthood.  
 
The inverse of this is when we don’t have that cheerleader who’s been 
in our corner for our childhood and through our teenage years, those 
years of real insecurity, we develop the opposite of resiliency be become 
very brittle, and we begin to expect that when things don’t go our way, 
that’s the way it’s supposed to be – and I’m not talking about little things 
like, “I didn’t get what I wanted for lunch that day,”  I’m talking about 
significant things, when life goes wrong, do we have the sort of strength 
of will that has been formed in us by love to be able to say, “That’s not 
the way it’s supposed to be, and I’m going to get up and I’m going to go 



back at it and get it right” or do we have the sort of inert work that has 
been so damaged that we’ve just learn to expect things to go wrong, and 
we quietly accept them in our grief.   
 
This is the power of loving relationship, and this is especially the power 
of a loving relationship that comes through our parents be they 
biological or adopted, that’s the sort of thing that develops resiliency in 
us.   
 
So as we turn to our reading from this morning, from 2 Timothy, I invite 
you to turn with me there.  If you don’t have a Bible, it’s in the red pew 
Bibles, it’s page 1248, and a little background on Timothy while you’re 
turning there. 
 
Timothy is a young new pastor in Ephesus.  Ephesus was one of Paul’s 
favorite congregations, as much as the apostle Paul was allowed to have 
a favorite, Ephesus would be right up there!  He’s entrusted its 
leadership to Timothy.  Now Timothy is young, and by young in that day 
and age for being a leader or an elder in the church, he’s probably 
somewhere between 25 and 35.  So it’s a really tricky situation for him 
to be thrust into because he doesn’t have the gravitas and the life 
experience that you would expect of somebody that has been entrusted 
with so much leadership and responsibility.  But that’s his role in 
Ephesus.  Paul entrusted, he had been journeying with Paul for a 
number of years on the missionary journeys and Paul entrusted his 
favorite congregation to Timothy.  Why?  Because he knew him and he 
trusted him and some of the things that we read right here in 2 Timothy, 
Chapter 1.  So please join me in reading through it again: 
 
“Paul and apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, according to the 
promise of life that is in Christ Jesus. 
 
To Timothy, my dear son: 
 
Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Pretty typical introduction for one of Paul’s letters.  “I thank God, whom 
I serve, as my forefathers did, with a clear conscience, as night and day I 
constantly remember you in my prayers.  Recalling your tears, I long to 
see you, so that I may be filled with joy.  “ 



So we catch this is a really close relationship.  “I have been reminded of 
your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in 
your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also.”   
 
So you’ll notice two things just right there in verses 3, 4 and 5; One is 
Paul eludes to the faith that he has from his own forefathers, and then 
by verse 5, he actually switches gears a little bit and he begins to talk 
about Timothy’s sincere faith, and the word for sincerity is the opposite 
word “hypocrite”.  Hypocrite comes from Greek theater, it’s this idea of 
putting on a mask that isn’t really who you are, right?  And so when we 
see a hypocrite it’s when a person presents himself as one thing but 
really they live a whole other way, and what he’s saying with this 
sincere faith, it’s not that he emotionally feels connected to this faith, he 
is saying that this is a true faith.  It’s an observable faith.  It’s a faith that 
he saw in Lois and Eunice and it’s a faith that he’s now convinced that 
dwells within Timothy as well.  It’s a visible faith; not just something on 
the inside where emotionally or verbally he says the right things and 
thinks the right things and feels the right things but there’s a real 
demonstrable expression of this faith that can be seen.   
 
And you’ll notice that it mentions Lois and Eunice.  Lois and Eunice are 
mentioned elsewhere and we understand that between the names and 
what’s mentioned in the Book of Acts about them that this is a family 
that’s pretty complicated, because Lois has some Jewish roots to her 
name, but when you look at Lois, and then you go to Eunice, Eunice is 
entirely Greek, it’s actually named after the goddess Nike.   So, you 
know, the first Nike?  Is in there, it’s Eunice, okay? it all goes downhill 
from there. (Laughter) 
 
Lois and Eunice are mentioned.  The grandfather and the father are not 
mentioned.  They’re a Jewish family that lives in a very Greek city, and 
it’s understood, especially with Eunice having the name that she has 
that this family has not remained true to the commitments of the Jewish 
law to not intermarry with those of other cultures.  So right away, this 
family that raises Timothy is a mixed family; it’s a mixed bag, and 
oftentimes when we look at our own family history and we look at the 
ins and outs of it, the stuff that we don’t talk about in pubic, we realize 
that our families too are mixed bags.  So we can draw assurance from 
this because Timothy was entrusted to be a leader in the local church 



and he came from a mixed bag family too.  Now this mixture created all 
sorts of tensions.  What do you think it says that Paul doesn’t even 
mention the father or the grandfather?    They’re probably in the picture, 
but they’re probably not the ones who are communicating this faith; 
which is the main thing that Paul is focusing on right now.  This faith is 
being passed along to Timothy through the maternal branch, through 
the mother and through the grandmother.  They have obviously lived 
such a devoted life of faith that Paul, he knows them by name, he knows 
their life and testimony, he can point to it’s influence upon Timothy. 
This mixture would be in terms of an interfaith-kind of marriage, you 
know where one is a believer and one is not.  It would also be in that day 
a mixed culture because you would have Jew and Gentile and we see all 
through the Book of Acts and through Paul’s letters this tension 
between Jew and Gentile, they can hardly sit down at the same dinner 
table together, now imagine being married, and trying to share life and 
raise a household and raise children according to shared values; the 
challenges that come with that and the ways that plays out in a child are 
huge and some of you know that. 
 
This mixed family background though becomes one of the greatest 
strengths for Timothy if you think about it, because he’s there in 
Ephesus and he’s trying to fulfill and plant a church or carry out a 
church that blends Jew and Gentile together and guess what?  He holds 
that tension in his very DNA because he is both Jew and Gentile and he’s 
pulling that together in that congregation. 
 
So when the Jewish believers who are in that congregation begin to feel 
tensions and anger and discord towards the Gentile believers, he can 
relate to them – he understands why it is they’re upset and they’re 
bothered, and the Gentile believers are feeling overwhelmed and 
distraught at the way  there’s this disharmony between them and the 
Jewish believers, he can understand that as well because he has lived his 
life between two worlds, and he becomes an agent of reconciliation in 
that congregation.  Why was Timothy ready to take over that church?  
God had been preparing him through his family and his upbringing and 
his very DNA for that.  All those events of life, all those awkward 
moments as a teenager when Jewish friends would mock him for being a 
half breed when his Gentile friends would mock him for being too 
conservative; all of those tensions come together, and in dealing with 



those things then and in wrestling with those things and holding that 
tension, he becomes prepared to serve.  This observable faith that has 
deeds with it that recognizes that people can see this; Paul has become 
persuaded of this.  This faith was placed into Timothy by Lois and 
Eunice, by his mother and his grandmother. 
 
Verse 6: “For this reason I remind you to fan into flames the gift of God, 
which is in you through the laying on of my hands.  For God did not give 
us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-
discipline.” 
 
So in light of this faith that dwells in you Timothy, don’t hesitate to fan 
into flame the gift that you have, and keep in mind the Holy Spirit is in 
itself a gift you have received, and we’re going to talk a little bit more 
about that in a bit here.  But think about what Paul is saying here?  What 
Paul is saying is “you received a gift”  You received a gift when I layed 
hands on you, when I prayed for you and you notice in the intro there, 
he’s praying for Timothy all the time.  Timothy has received the gift of 
faith, he has received many gifts even in the sense of the things he 
probably didn’t think were gifts to begin with, are really gifts for him in 
his present day because he’s able to redeem those later in life.  Those 
gifts though are dormant until they’re fanned into flame.  There’s a fire 
that needs stoked; it’s not enough to just do kindling  in your fireplace, 
right?   You’ve got to build up the fire from there, you’ve got to add logs 
to the fire so that there’s actually a heat that can generate warmth, that 
can bring about producing food or other things for us and survival.  So 
the same way that Paul is writing Timothy and saying, “Fan that gift into 
usage”.   What does Timothy need to do?  Fan the gift into a flame, and 
there’s a spirit that is given here and you’ll notice that the rest of the 
passage focuses on, what?  “Do not be ashamed.” 
 
Do not be ashamed of the testimony of Paul, do not be ashamed of the 
testimony of Christ, instead be ready to suffer for this because when we 
start fanning our gifts, and we get them into flaming, what we’re talking 
about there are passions, and the passions that we have are the things 
we are willing to suffer for. 
 
What are the things that you’re willing to suffer for?  What are the 
things that Timothy was willing to suffer for in expressing that gift? So 



for you, too, you have been given many gifts in life, how are you fanning 
them into the flame?  How are you fanning them into expression that 
you’re willing to suffer for them?   Sometimes suffering because of what 
others have chosen for you; sometimes suffering because you recognize 
it’s going to require an investment of your time or your treasure or your 
talent for those gifts, but suffering nonetheless.   
 
And this whole thing plays out then through the rest of this passage of 
this willingness to suffer and trusting that the things that matter to us,  
can be entrusted to Christ.  Do you wonder if Paul is even eluting to the 
fact of taking one of his favorite congregations and trusting it to 
Timothy? He’s not entrusting it to Timothy.  He’s entrusting it to Christ, 
and he’s handing it off and he’s trusting that Christ will bring about 
what needs to happen in the life of that congregation; that Christ will 
work through Timothy, the same way the Christ was working through 
Lois and Eunice and through Paul’s forefathers that Christ is permeating 
all of it and working over the surface and beneath the surface to bring 
about the faith and the life and the kindled giftings that he desires to see 
in that place.   
 
Finally, he says to “keep sound teaching and preaching” which is 
important and it relates back to that gift of the Holy Spirit, and if we look 
to the gift of the Holy Spirit we begin to realize that there is a 
description that is given there, because “we have not been given a spirit 
of timidity.”  
 
Timidity or fear; these are the things that holds us back from pursuing 
our gifts and expressing our gifts; it can be boiled down to just the fear 
that others will not receive that gift, and they might not.  Oftentimes one 
of the greatest fears is that others will reject us if we really begin to live 
out of the giftedness that God has given us.  Instead it’s easier to not 
rock the boat, to just be who everyone thinks you are instead of being 
who you are.   Yet what you see here is directly contradicting that sort of 
notion.   We have not been given a spirit of timidity in the Holy Spirit, 
but instead we have been given a spirit of power, of love and what’s 
translated as self-control.   
 
That word for power is Dunamas in the Greek; it’s the same word that 
our word dynamite is derived from. 



 
Earlier when we were talking about how a child develops resiliency in 
life and agency and autonomy; this is the sort of thing we’re talking 
about.   The reality that when you express and use your gifts there’s an 
impact in the world, there’s a tangible change that takes place in your 
life and in the lives of others; sometimes it’s material, sometimes it’s 
spiritual, but there’s a change that takes place when you exercise the 
power of the Holy Spirit through your giftings.    This spirit is also one of 
love because power is always tempered and understood through the 
lens of love. 
 
The word for love there – in the Greek there are multiple words for love.  
In English we tend to talk about “I love tacos” the same way I love my 
mother.  So we need to understand of what the full expression of this 
Greek word love is – agape love, it is unconditional, self-sacrificing love.  
It is cruciform love – if you wonder what love looks like, it looks like a 
cross and it reveals the power of resurrection.  Love sacrifices and love 
bears fruit.   
 
This love is also something that is tempered with self-control.  Now that 
word in self-control in the Greek is a word that relates to wisdom, and 
you could also translate this quite crudely as sound mindedness; that 
you will know what the wise thing to do is, and you’ll have the power to 
act on the wise thing instead of doing the unwise thing. That’s what it’s 
talking about with this idea of self-control; it’s being able to look at the 
situation and through the spirit to be able to discern what wisdom looks 
like and then to act on that wisdom in a tangible, loving way, so that the 
world around you is changed through the power of the Holy Spirit as 
you co-create with the spirit and as you work with the spirit.  
 
Soundness of mind means what?  When I talk about this wood (talking 
about the banister) being sound, what is it?  It’s solid, it’s sturdy, I can 
lean on it, right?  I don’t have to worry about it giving out on me; there’s 
a strength to it, there’s a healthiness to this.  If this wood were rotten, it 
would no longer be sound, it would collapse beneath me and you would 
all chuckle until you saw me bleeding and then you would feel bad for 
laughing!  Maybe----some of you.  (Laughter) 
 



When we talk about sound mindedness, we’re talking about a healthy 
mindedness, again, coming back to those very relationships he had with 
Lois and Eunice; that sound mindedness is something that comes 
through love that is poured into us by the previous generation, love that 
then flows through us into the next generation and to our peers. 
 
So we recognize this Mother’s Day that there’s this infinite gift that is 
given here; it is a gift that comes from God and it flows through our 
parents, if they’re believers; even if they’re not believers, Christ is still 
hovering over the waters and still able to bring about transformation, 
still able to bring about love and power and self-control through His 
agency and through His spirit. 
 
These are the sorts of things that we recognize and we remember on 
days like this; that we are agents of God’s will, and we can commit 
ourselves to that will or we can commit ourselves to something else, but 
at the end of the day, we have been given gifts, and Christ is inviting us 
and asking us to use those gifts especially in investing in the next 
generation.  Because Christians are not physically born, Christians are 
raised through conversion.  Christians are matured into the faith that 
humans grow and so we are invited to be part of that growth, and that is 
a high and holy honor. 
 
We just wanted to remind you of that high and holy honor we all share, 
but somehow mothers get a double heaping of.  That when we invest in 
these relationships, when we use our power that has been tempered by 
agape love, unconditional love, and we use it in healthy, wise ways with 
this next generation, that they grow up, they begin to bear the fruit of 
the faith that we have helped plant in their hearts and lives. 
 
And so we took some time to put together a video to remind you of that, 
and so if you would, just turn your attention to the screen here, we want 
you to hear from the kids themselves: 
 
Children say:  HAPPY MOTHERS DAY! 
 
Q:   What is the best thing about your Mom: 
A:   I love her. 
 



Q:  What’s your favorite thing to do with your Mom? 
A:  Play. 
 
Q.  What do you love most about your Mom? 
A:  She helps me with stuff and she loves me. 
 
Q:  What is the best thing about your Mom? 
A:  Hmmm…about my Mom?  Going to the store. 
 
Q:  If your Mom were a superhero, what would her power be? 
A:  Uh…I don’t really know. 
Q: Think about it, what do you think?  What would be a really cool 
superpower for your Mom? 
A: That she could fly. 
Q: Where would she fly to? 
A: Wherever she wanted to….she might fly to Germany! 
 
Q:  What’s your favorite thing to do with your Mom? 
A:  Pick flowers and play games and go outside. 
 
Q:  What’s the best thing about your Mom? 
A:  Ummm….she’s nice!    
Q:  Anything else? 
A:  (No answer) 
 
Q:  What is your favorite thing to do with your Mom? 
A:  Ummm…..I like her to go outside and play! 
 
Q:  What is your favorite food that your Mom makes? 
A:  Bacon! 
Q:  Is it yummy? 
A: Yeah! 
 
Q:  What is the best thing about your Mom? 
A:  I like to go grocery shopping with her! 
 
Q:  What’s your favorite thing to do with your Mom? 
A:  My favorite thing to do with my Mom is to help her plant flowers. 
 



Q:  If your Mom were a superhero, what would her power be? 
A:  Ummm….A…..(inaudible) 
 
Q:  What would happen if all the Moms in the world were gone? 
A:  I would not be able to love some people because I love my Mom. 
 
Q:  What’s the best thing about your Mom? 
A:  She cooks for me! 
Q:  Yeah?  What’s your favorite food she cooks? 
A:  Spaghetti and Mac and Cheese! 
 
Q:  If your Mom were a superhero, what power would she have? 
A:  A stretchy power! 
Q:  A stretchy power?  What would she do with her stretchy power? 
A:  She would stretch them and go over towers. 
 
Q:  What’s your favorite food your Mom makes? 
A:  Um….Macaroni and Cheese and Hot Dogs! 
 
Q:  What do you love most about your Mom? 
A:  That she’s nice to me and she hugs me! 
 
Q:  Okay, Kennedy, what’s the best thing about your Mom? 
A:  That she’s nice and she kind-of lets me have some candy when Daddy           
doesn’t!  
 
Q:  Okay, Layla, what’s the best thing about your Mom? 
A:  She gives me hugs and kisses! 
 
Q:  If your Mom was a superhero, what would her power be? 
A:  Um….loves me! 
 
Q:  If your Mom was a superhero, what would her power be? 
A:  Uh….a snake! 
 
 
Q:  What’s your favorite food that your Mom makes? 
A:  Spaghetti. 
  



Q:  What do you love most about your Mom? 
A:  Hmmm….that she teach me how to ride a bike! 
 
Q: What is your favorite food that your Mom makes? 
A:  Pancakes! 
 
Q:  If your Mom was a superhero, what would her power be? 
A:  To heal people! 
 
Q:  What is your favorite thing to do with your Mom? 
A:  Go shopping! 
 
Q:  What is your favorite food or meal that your Mom makes? 
A:  Ummm….dinner ham or cheesy English muffins! 
 
Q:  If your Mom was a superhero, what would her power be? 
A:  Love!  I love my Mommy! 
 
Children say all together:  WE LOVE YOU MOM! 
 
(Audience applauds) 
 
Richard returns to pulpit and says: 
 
We wanted to bring those children in here so you could see something, 
because when we go through that idea when they start talking about 
superhero powers, one of the cool things, once you get passed the frogs 
and snakes and lasers, as cool as those are, because we all still want to 
be able to fly without having to be charged for extra baggage!  (laughter)  
These kids reveal to us that when they begin to start talking about the 
superpowers that their Moms have, they talk about powers that we all 
have the potential to have, to be loving, to heal people, to be part of 
God’s work and agency in the world, and one of the things that Jesus 
says about kids over and over again is: “Do not let yourself be one of the 
ones that causes a child to stumble in their life and in their faith.” 
 
You know, when we think about this, we all know from our own life 
experience, there’s going to be stumbles, there’s going to be times along 
the way where we’re unsure and we wonder, but as adults, lets do our 



best to make sure that we’re living lives that are worthy of admiration.; 
That those stumblings don’t come because of us, but instead, we’re the 
ones that give them the sort of resiliency that they can pick themselves 
up, they can dust themselves off and they can get on with the work of 
God in their world as well.   
 
These kids are a gift! Every one of them!  So let’s pray before they 
mutiny!  (Laughter) 
 
“Father, we thank you for these children and what they remind us of.  
They remind us that we are your children, that you have nurtured us in 
our faith, that you have raised us and equipped us with your love and 
Father, we want to make sure that we raise and equip them with the 
love that you have shared with us.  Father, may these little ones never 
stumble because of us, but when that stumbling happens, may they 
know that we are here, we are in their corner and we love them deeply 
as a gift from you. 
 
We give you thanks for them and the gift they are to us this morning. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 


