
 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community Church is to 
glorify God, build up the body of Christ, and reach out to 
those in our community and world to help them become 

followers of Christ. 
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If you’ve gotten anything at all out 

of following Christ, if his love has 

made any difference in your life, if 

being in a community of the Spirit 

means anything to you, if you have 

a heart, if you care— then do me a 

favor: Agree with each other, love 

each other, be deep-spirited 

friends. Don’t push your way to 

the front; don’t sweet-talk your 

way to the top. Put yourself aside, 

and help others get ahead. Don’t 

be obsessed with getting your own 

advantage. Forget yourselves long 

enough to lend a helping hand. 

Think of yourselves the way Christ 

Jesus thought of himself. He had 

equal status with God but didn’t 

think so much of himself that he 

had to cling to the advantages of 

that status no matter what. Not at 

all. When the time came, he set 

aside the privileges of deity and 

took on the status of a slave, 

became human! Having become 

human, he stayed human. It was an 

incredibly humbling process. He 

didn’t claim special privileges. 

Instead, he lived a selfless, 

obedient life and then died a 

selfless, obedient death—and the 

worst kind of death at that—a 

crucifixion. 

Because of that obedience, God 

lifted him high and honored him 

far beyond anyone or anything, 

ever, so that all created beings in 

heaven and on earth—even those 

long ago dead and buried—will 

bow in worship before this Jesus 

Christ, and call out in praise that 

he is the Master of all, to the 

glorious honor of God the Father.  

Paul, Philippians 2:1-11, Message 

Translation 

 

Thank you so much for our time together 

this past Sunday, April 30th, 2017. 

Thank you for indulging my desire to 

bless you one more time the way you 

have blessed me. It meant so much to be 

together with you and to begin reading 

through the cards and notes from those 

that were unable to be there. It has been a 

blessing to serve this congregation over 

the past 11 years, first as the Youth and 

Community Outreach Pastor and then as 

the Senior Pastor. Your gracious patience 

with me as I’ve grown (hopefully) over 

the years together has molded and shaped 

me into the man that I am today. I 

continue to give thanks to God for each 

of you, in agreement and disagreement, 

because I have grown tremendously from 

the relationships and friendships I’ve 

developed with this congregation.  

 

I was overwhelmed with joy watching 

the video from the children at the 

reception on Sunday and I encourage you 

to find it on Facebook once it is posted. 

To see a Lego-themed reception, because 

it’s so hard to Let Go, brought a smile to 

my face on a day that was, as many of 

you observed, “bittersweet.”  

 

As I draw my final Evangel Cover Letter 

as Senior Pastor to a close, I pray that 

you will be richly blessed with the grace 

and peace of Christ that overflows in 

cross-shaped love to the world around 

you. May you know that your heavenly 

Father smiles when he thinks of you and 

that the Holy Spirit’s eyes light up when 

she (yes, the Greek is a female referent) 

hears your prayers. May you embrace the 

next minister and his family the way you 

have embraced and cared for Jenna and 

me. May you glorify God in all that you 

say and do, especially in the way you 

love one another and carry each other 

home.  



  May 7 May 14 May 21 May 28 

Snacks  X 
Mother’s Day - no 

snacks 

Children’s Team -     
Emmitt Engle       

Baptism 
X 

Reader Sally Morrison Barb Derr Sandy Hacker Mike Hacker 

Acolyte  Dana Meyer Megan Engle Gabe Baumgardner Bailey Baumgardner 

Ring Bell  Meyer kids Scott Baker Rick Chesterman Bruner Girls 

Sound System Phil Engle Drew Morrison Brian Royer David Morrison 

Video Tech Ryan Lemon Mike Lyons Barb Baker Sandy Hacker 

Songleaders  
Ann Ambler,          
Lisa Harter,                  

Jim Hildebrand 

David Morrison,   
Bonnie Hosler,  
Becky Lyons 

Barb Derr,          
Adrian Havlerstadt,        

David Morrison 
Something Biblical 

Open/Close Duty  Brian Royer David Morrison Tom Jennings Tom Hosler 

Announcements  Ann Ambler Jim Ambler David Morrison Adrian Halverstadt 

Nursery Helper Dana Meyer Sandy Stephan Dawn Williams Drew Morrison 

Little Discoverers 
Teacher/Helper 

Megan Condry and 
Lauren Baker 

Megan Condry and 
Lauren Baker 

Megan Condry and 
Lauren Baker 

Robin Baker 

Young Explorers 
Teacher/Helper 

Jana Krueger 
Mother’s Day - 

Classes Combined 
Megan Condry Megan Condry 

Kids Ignite Teacher/
Helper 

Megan Condry 
Mother’s Day - 

Classes Combined 
Jenna Strick Jenna Strick 

Greeter-Wm St  Shari Brinneman Mike Ward 
Kevin and Sandy 

Shoemaker 
Ben and Kasey Davis 

Ushers & Greeters - 
West 

Meyer Family Vern and Theda Neel 
Mike and Sandy 

Hacker 
Scott and Robin Baker 

Usher & Greeters  - 
East 

Geoffrey Guy Geoffrey Guy Geoffrey Guy Geoffrey Guy 

Usher - Center  
Adrian Halverstadt 

and Gary Yeiter 
Tracy Blocker and 

Terry Rodgers 
Adam Myers and    

Phil Engle 
Tracy Blocker and 

Terry Rodgers 

If you are unable to volunteer as scheduled, please find a replacement and notify                                                                                    

Megan in the church office of the change as soon as possible. 



 

 

Birthdays 

05/01, Marla Kelsey  

05/03, Jenny Hollingsworth 

 Theda Neel  

05/04, Scott Harter  

05/05, Katelyn Burkhart  

Sally Kimmel  

Janice Smith  

05/09, Rick Chesterman  

05/10, Donald Krieg  

05/11, Anna Kalhoefer  

05/12, Jill Krueger  

05/13, Carol Baker  

05/16, Megan Condry  

Jenna Strick  

Natilee Lyons  

05/17, Diane Sills  

05/18, Steve Schilling  

05/19, Lincoln Baker  

05/23, Ron Whitesell  

05/24, Shawn Malone  

Dianna Whitesell  

05/28, Angie Albright  

05/29, Josh Moudy  

05/31, Landree Lemon  

 

Anniversaries 

05/05, Kirk and Sherry Baker 

05/21, Ryan and Satin Lemon 

05/25, Art and Joanna Kline 

 

 

 

 

TEAM UPDATES 
 

Fellowship Team: 
 

The Fellowship team has been very busy this past month. Mugs were delivered 

to six of our frequent visitors, and, with the help from other church members, 

Easter bags were delivered and visits were made to our shut-in friends.  

 

Finance Team: 
 

March 2017 

  Income:  Unified Budget Giving   $ 11,966  

    Trust Income       $   1,298 

    Miscellaneous Income   $     127  

  Expenses:       $ 14,108 

       

Youth and Children’s Ministry: 
 

Graduate Recognition Sunday: High School and  

College Graduates will be recognized and celebrated 

on Sunday, June 4.  Please contact the church office by 

Thursday, May 25, with the names of any graduates, 

graduate’s future plans, and if graduate will be         

participating in this recognition. 

 

Please see the children and youth page for additional updates. 

PRAYER REQUESTS: 

Please continue to pray for: 

 Debbie Foust and family as Debbie deals with health issues. 

 Libby Davison as she gets acclimated back to home life after her recent 

brain surgery. 

 All those facing financial, emotional, spiritual, and health stresses. 

*If you would like to be added to the email prayer 

chain and receive prayer requests throughout the 

week, please contact Megan Engle at                  

stpetersfirst@att.net to let her know.* 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 Save the Date! The Property Team will be holding a work day at SPFCC on May 6th at 8 am, 

come whenever works for you!  Please bring garden hoses, rakes, shovels, pruners, etc.  If you 

have any questions please see Steve Schilling. 

 

 Calling all LOVERS of baseball! SPFCC is looking for recruits to play in a vintage baseball 

game on Tuesday, July 25 at 5:30 pm. There will be a sign up sheet on the table by the Williams Street 

entrance. Once we have a team established, we will meet sometime in May to learn the rules and regulations 

(1860's style)! Please consider joining our team. We are also planning on an all church picnic that evening 

too, to help welcome our new minister and his family (if we have one by then!) AND cheer on our team! 

 

 A Conference and Training on Nonviolence, sponsored by Victory Noll Center, Our Lady of Victory 

Missionary Sisters, and Pace e Bene, will take place on July 28th and 29th, 2017 at Huntington Church of the 

Nazarene. The cost is $95 through July 1st and is $110 after 

July 1st. Jesus counsels, "Blessed are the peacemakers for 

they shall be called Children of God," to Palestinian Jews 

living under an oppressive Roman occupation. Is the call to 

nonviolence still a call for us today? And if so, how do we 

live out this call in our own context? You are invited to join 

this two day intentional conversation and training to examine 

the call of nonviolence and alternative methods of 

engagement. Register at www.victorynollcenter.org/blesssedpeacemakers-online-registration/  

 

 

 

SPOTLIGHT on our CHURCH FAMILY 

Questions asked of Velma Myers: 

1. Has St. Peter’s First Community Church always been your home church? Yes. 

2. How long have you been a member? 95 years. 

3. What is it about St. Peter’s that keeps you engaged? It’s my home. 

4. Can you describe a time when you’ve experienced God’s love? When He brought 

my sight back. 

5. How would you express God’s mission for your life? Take care of my health. 

6. What are some ways you share love with those around you? Making noodles and    

mowing the lawn. 

7. What is one thing that brings a smile to your face? My family. 

8. What is your favorite thing to do when you get the chance? Play euchre. 

9. What is your favorite dessert (kind and flavor)? Ice cream. 



Who Goes Hungry?  

 

Food insecurity refers to the USDA’s measurement of a lack of access to enough food for an active, healthy life 

for all members of a given household. Hunger can affect people from all walks of life. Many Americans are one 

job loss or medical crisis away from food insecurity, but some people, including children and seniors, may be at 

greater risk of hunger than others. Nationally, the food insecurity rate is 13.8%, which means that 1 in 8             

Americans face hunger. In Huntington County, the food insecurity rate is 12.8%. This means that 4,730 of our 

neighbors face hunger. Closing that meal gap, at the cost of $2.39 a meal, would require an additional 

$1,995,000. You can help combat hunger in our community by sharing your time, talents and resources as        

follows: 

 Hoosiers Feeding the Hungry pays the processing fees to process large game and livestock at participating 

processors. Local processors registered with Hoosiers Feeding the Hungry are Vining  Slaughter Haus, WW 

Locker and Lengerich Meats. For more information, contact Kelley Miller at Love INC at 260-356-0933. 

 K-12 Food Rescue rescues unopened food from our school cafeterias. Volunteers are needed to pick up the 

food from the schools. Contact Kelley Miller at Love INC at 260-356-0933 for more information. 

 Helping Hands Community Garden – Did you know that last year the Community Garden located on     

Viking Lane harvested and distributed over 10,800 pounds of quality fresh produce? If you are interested in 

volunteering, contact Natalie Porter at the Purdue Extension Huntington County office at 260-358-4826 or 

porte102@purdue.edu.  

 Blessings in a Backpack provides food on the weekends for over 340 children in Huntington County who 

might otherwise go hungry. Volunteers are needed to pick up and pack food. For more information, contact 

Craig Johnson at craig@johnson-realty.net. 

 SeniorPak – Food is distributed to eligible seniors twice a month through SPFCC. Dottie McCurley  oversees 

SeniorPak. Volunteers to pick up the food and pack it are always welcome. Call SPFCC at 260-356-7728 if 

you are interested in helping. 

 Gleaning is the process of picking from a farmer’s field the fruits and vegetables that they would not take to 

market. Volunteers are needed to help glean. Call Love INC at 260-356-0933 to add you name to the list of 

volunteers. 

 Food Ministry – The New Life Community Meal Ministry provides a free daily meal to those in need. To 

volunteer or make a donation, contact Robert Burnsworth at rburnsworth@cbrwg.com. 

 Plant A Row for the Hungry  - If you are a gardener, consider expanding your garden with the intention of 

donating your extra fresh produce to a community organization that works to feed the hungry. Contact the 

organization or ministry that you would like to receive the donation from your garden. 
 

For updated information, please check out the Health and Wellness Coalition-

Huntington County Facebook page: fb.me/healthandwellnesshuntingtoncounty. For 

more information on any of the above, please contact Tracy Blocker, team leader of 

the SPFCC Missions Team. 

 

mailto:porte102@purdue.edu
mailto:craig@johnson-realty.net
mailto:rburnsworth@cbrwg.com
http://fb.me/healthandwellnesshuntingtoncounty


 

 

Children’s Update 
 

*Thank you to all the kids who 

helped with the Palm Parade!  You 

did a great job and the congregation 

enjoyed having you lead us on Palm 

Sunday.   

*The kids were encouraged to think 

more about what Christ has done for 

us through the Easter week              

devotionals on Right Now Media.   

Celebration Moment:  I am always 

encouraged to see how well the kids care for one another.  

They did a great job helping each other during the Palm   

Parade recently.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

HKC Update 
 

*HKC meets on Monday evenings from 6:30-8:30 pm for 

kids in 2nd-6th grade (or ages 8-12).   If interested in joining, 

see the brochures in the William St. foyer.  

*HKC will be wrapping up for the spring with our end of the 

year celebration on Monday, May 22nd.   

Celebration Moment:   Each week the kids learn about      

respect.  We’ve been doing hands on activities to get them 

applying what they are learning to their lives.  They have 

done such a good job using patience, effort, self-control, and 

responsibility with each other through these activities.      

 

Youth Update 
 

*Youth group meets on Wednesday evenings from                

7-8:30 pm.  All middle and high school students are         

welcome to attend.   

*Summer Youth Gatherings:  Be on the lookout for the 

youth summer calendar coming soon.  We’ve got lots of fun 

activities planned for the summer.   

Celebration Moment:  Through our recent Easter lessons, 

I’ve been encouraged by what the youth understand and the 

questions they share.  They are processing through what 

they are learning and seeking to apply Biblical principles to 

their lives.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Homework Help Update 
 

*The program is for Middle & High School students and 

meets Mondays – Thursdays from 3:00-5:30 pm.   

*Additional help is needed at Homework Help once our 

Huntington University student volunteers finish the          

semester.  Volunteers are especially needed on May 11 and 

18.  If you are available to help on these or other dates, 

please let Megan Condry know.  

*Homework Help will finish up the year on Thursday, May 

18.  Again this year we will recognize students who have 

attended the most throughout the year with special events the 

last week of school.   

Celebration Moment:  I’m so thankful for our volunteers!  

It’s encouraging to see them go above and beyond to assist 

the students with their studies and be a supportive influence 

in their lives.  Recently a student was struggling with a    

project and one of our volunteers worked with the student 

until it was completed.  The student felt so good about their 

work and the volunteer felt like they had made an impact as 

well.   

 

Please continue to pray for all the children & youth involved in these activities.                                                                          

Pray for the volunteers who interact with them each week.    



                      

Letting Go, Transformation, & Beauty 

     There are moments that without a doubt speak to the love, 

character, and work of God in our lives.  They are the times 

when you say, “Wow that had to be God.”  Sometimes these 

moments are small and fleeting and sometimes they are big 

and life changing.  For me, I find that these moments happen 

most often in the day to day of our lives.  It’s in the ordinary 

that we find ourselves in awe of the way God works. 

     I’ve always loved stories.  I love ones where the plots and 

characters intersect often and in unexpected ways.  We find 

pieces of ourselves somewhere in stories and it’s that 

connection that draws us deeper.  This is why I can read the 

same book series and watch the same television shows over 

and over again.  I resonate deeply with a particular character 

or situation.  As I’ve gotten older, I’ve found that I love 

reading books where people share their stories.  I love 

hearing about what God has done and is doing in the lives of 

people.  I want to keep soaking up the goodness of what God 

is doing and how he works in the lives of people.  God works 

so powerfully through story and the sharing of our 

experiences.  As I share my stories with you each month, my 

prayer is that you’ll find something you connect with, that 

you’ll be encouraged, and that you’ll be drawn into a deeper 

relationship with our amazing God. 

     This will probably not come as a surprise to most of you 

but I like to have a plan and be in control.  I like things to be 

orderly and can get stressed out by things being askew.  I am 

prone to overthink and sort through multiple scenarios and 

possibilities before making a decision.  The unknown can be 

a source of anxiety for me.  So when a few different people 

recently have complimented me and thanked me for my 

flexibility I was caught off guard.  At first I played it off as 

yea, well in that situation, that one time I was.  The more 

I’ve thought about it over the last few weeks, the more I 

know that this is growth and transformation.  I know this is 

God doing His good work in me. 

    I’m finding more and more that when I let go of things 

and release my grip on them and give them to God, amazing 

things happen.  Now they might be super small things that 

only I can see but they are there.  As I’ve become more 

flexible, I’ve seen God provide.  As I’ve set things aside and 

put my trust in God, I’ve seen Him work.  As I let go of my 

need to control, I see God more clearly. 

     On a recent Monday, our plans for HKC that evening 

drastically changed and I felt tension within myself about not 

being in control.  I wasn’t sure how things were going to go 

and how things would work out time wise.  I kept praying 

and felt a peace come over me.  I knew that God was in 

control and everything was going to work out.  Not only did 

things work out but they worked out amazingly.  It was an 

extremely rewarding and meaningful evening with kids.  I 

had to set my plans aside and say, “Ok, God, this is yours.  I 

give you tonight and I give you these kids.  I trust that you 

are going to show up and do something big.” 

     Isn’t it amazing how God hears our prayers?  When we 

let God be God, wow, amazing things happen.  The kids 

were so enthusiastic, helpful, patient, kind, respectful, and 

eager to learn.  We talk with the kids each week about 

respecting God, others, and ourselves and then they 

participate in an activity where they get to apply the words in 

our respect acronym.  These experiences get them thinking 

about how they can use and show these attributes throughout 

their week.  They’ve been having more and more fun with 

activities as they practice cooperation, patience, self-control, 

and responsibility. 

     On this same evening, a woman came in to share her 

story with the kids.  The whole journey of her getting here to 

share was definitely God at work through a whole bunch of 

tiny moments all coming together.  What was most beautiful 

was after the woman spoke, one of the kids shared how they 

related to the story because they had some of those same 

experiences in their own life.   This child knew that God was 

taking care of them just like he had taken care of the woman.  

It was one of those beautiful, beyond words moments that 

you know could only be God at work.  For our closing, we 

went around and let the kids pray aloud. The kids did great 

with their prayers but it came to the last girl and she prayed 

something like this, “Dear God, thank you for having the 

lady come share with us tonight.  Thanks for taking care of 

her and her family.  We pray that you be with them and help 

them keep growing in you.”  I’m pretty sure all the leaders 

had tears forming in the corners of their eyes on that one.  

This student is very quiet and so for her to share this prayer 

was definitely God working in her life. 

    I went home that evening almost stunned by what had 

happened.  God had worked in mighty ways and I knew that 

my flexibility and letting go of control allowed those things 

to happen.  I’m so thankful that God chooses to work in us – 

to change us and transform us more and more into His 

likeness.  I want to give God space to keep working, 

transforming, and changing me.  As God transforms my 

patterns and tendencies, I see more and more of Him all 

around me. 

     Where is it that God is longing to work in your life?  

What do you need to let go of or let God transform in you?  

God is at work in our lives, changing and transforming us.  

He uses those changes in us to bring about amazing and 

beautiful changes in the lives of the people around us.  Take 

that first step, let go, choose to trust Him and see what 

happens.  It may not be easy but it will be good. 

 

 

A Letter from Megan Condry 



SPFCC May Calendar 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

1 
 

6-8 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 

6 pm 
Something 
Biblical 
practice 
 

6:30 pm HKC 
 

HH 

2 
 
 
 
6:30 pm 
Community 
Prayer Service 
–509 
 
 
HH  

3 

 

 

6:30 pm Choir 

 

7 pm Youth 

Group 

 

HH 

4 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm God 
Speed 
 
HH 

5 
 
 
 
 

6 
 
 
 

Church Work 
Day - Property 
Team 

7 
 
9:30 am 
Worship  
 

8 
 
 
 
 

6-8 pm Girl 
Scouts 

 

6:30 pm HKC 
 

HH 

9 
 
 
 

SeniorPak Prep  
 

6 pm YSB 
Parenting Class 
 

6:30 pm 
Women’s Team 
Meeting 
 

HH  

10 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
 
7 pm Youth 
Group 
 
 
HH 

11 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm God 
Speed 
 
HH 

12 
 
 
 
 

13 
 

 

 

 

14 
 
8:30 am 
Fellowship 
Team Meeting  

 

9:30 am 
Worship 
 
Mother’s Day 
 

 

15 
 

6-8 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 

6 pm 
Something 
Biblical 
practice 
 

6:30 pm HKC 
 

HH 

16 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
6:30 pm 
Council 
 
 
 
HH 

17 
 

10 am-12 pm 
Cooking with 
Love 
 

6:30 pm Choir  
 

7 pm Youth 
Group 
 
 

HH 

18 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

6:30 pm God 
Speed 
 
 

HH 

19 
 
 

20 

 

 

 

 

21 
 

8 am Men’s 
Breakfast 
 

8:30 am 
Children’s 
Team Meeting 
 

9:30 am 
Worship 

22 

 

5:30 pm 
Worship Team 
Meeting 
 

6-8 pm Girl 
Scouts 

 

6:30 pm  HKC 
 

 

23 
 
 
SeniorPak Prep 

 
 
 
 
 

24 
 
6:30 pm Choir  
 
7 pm Youth 
Group 
 

25 
 
 
 
 

6:30 pm God 
Speed 
 
 

26 
 
 

27 
 
 
 
 

28 
 

9:30 am 
Worship 
 
 

29 
 
 

Memorial Day 
- SPFCC 
Office Closed 

30 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm 
Property Team 
Meeting 
 

31 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Choir  
 
7 pm Youth 
Group 

   

 *HH denotes Homework Help program, which runs from 3 - 5:30 p.m.  



 

 
A Note From the Ministry Coordinator: 

“As for me and my family, we will serve the Lord.”      

Joshua 24:15 

      “Do more. Be more.” It’s impossible not to feel this 

pressure from society to do more and to be more. I also 

find it impossible not to give in to this pressure. We’re all 

doing more of something. But, the questions I’ve been 

wrestling with lately are, “Do more of what? Be more like 

what?” The possibilities are endless. Do more cleaning? 

Do more reading? Be more kind? Be more health 

conscious? The “simple” answer God has put on my heart 

is, “Be more like Jesus. Do more of what Jesus does.” 

What does that really mean? And, how do I do it? First, it 

means knowing what Jesus is like and what He does. 

      One of the books Eloise often chooses to read before 

bed is Bedtime Devotions with Jesus, which has a devotion 

for each day of the year. We typically let her pick one or 

two devotions from the book that she wants to read that 

night. Recently, she picked a devotion titled, “All in the 

Family,” which reads in part, “God wants you and all your 

family to serve Him…When we serve other people, we are 

acting like Jesus. You can serve the Lord by helping 

somebody today.” Jesus serves other people. In order to be 

more like Jesus, do more of that. 

      As I’ve listened to God lately, I’ve been convicted of 

doing more to serve together. Sure, I think it’s important 

for our kids to see us, as their parents, serving, but even 

more important is for them to serve with us. Our options 

are somewhat limited right now with a 24-month-old and a 

two-month-old. But, if the answer God has given me is, 

“Be more like Jesus. Do more of what Jesus does,” then I 

must help them learn to serve. Too often, I put God in a 

box and think He only wants my service if it’s service in a 

big way or that He can only use me if I’m able to do 

certain things. Sometimes I think I must go on a week long 

mission trip or spend a couple hours quietly listening in 

order to serve or to know how God wants me to serve. 

While these are great things, they aren’t very realistic in 

my life right now. God is showing me that he doesn’t need 

me to come up with some grand scheme in order to serve 

Him. He just needs me to show up, to listen, and to obey. 

“It’s about surrendering your time and your energy to 

reach others. It’s about allowing God to work through you 

without anything in return. We are choosing to be wise 

with our time when we commit to serving,” (http://

www.embracingasimplerlife.com/2017/04/05/serving-even

-hands-full/). 

      When we allow God to seep into all of the holes and 

crevices of our lives, all the small places, even if this 

doesn’t look like we think it should, God will show up and 

our lives will reflect Him in a big way! Eloise is not going 

to let me sit quietly for two hours to discern how God 

wants our family to serve this week, but God is teaching 

me that’s okay. When I stop thinking God can only speak 

to me if I spend hours quietly listening to Him and instead 

allow Him to speak to me when we’re reading Eloise her 

devotion before bed, when I’m out on my morning run, or 

when we’re talking to God on our drive into town, He will 

show us where He wants to use us that day. We can allow 

God to direct our hearts and our actions to service by 

coloring cards with 

Eloise and sending them 

to those we know will 

appreciate our thoughts 

and prayers, baking 

cookies and taking them 

to a neighbor, helping 

Eloise pick out items 

from her closet that we 

can give away to 

someone who needs 

them more than she 

does, and praying with 

her to ask God to show 

us who to help that day. 

For now, Emmitt, at two 

months old, watches us 

do these things, but soon enough, he, too, can do these 

things with us. 

      Some days we get so busy doing and being more of 

what the world puts in front of us…busy, selfish, and 

ungrateful, that we forget that our purpose is to do more of 

what Jesus does and to be more like Jesus. We forget that 

God will use our small acts of service in great big ways if 

we let Him. As the prayer at the end of Eloise’s devotion 

says, “Jesus…Help me know who to help and how to help 

them,” (Bedtime Devotions with Jesus, pg. 309). That’s 

what I want to put on the precious hearts of my two year 

old and two month old. I don’t want them to feel guilty, as 

I often do, that they can’t do something bigger for Jesus 

today. I’m realizing that God honors and will answer the 

simple prayer, “Help me know who to help and how to 

help them.” This looks different for each of us, and that’s 

the beauty of it. “What am I teaching my children? How 

will they learn to serve in the church if I don’t let them be 

involved? It’s crucial that we involve our children in the 

church. Just like we have roles, so do they. Training them 

to enjoy serving alongside other believers will have 

benefits,” (http://

www.embracingasimplerlife.com/2017/04/05/serving-even

-hands-full/). 

     Whom is God directing you to help this day? Where is 

God leading you to serve? As we reflect on these questions 

and listen for God’s answers, may we commit to being 

more like Jesus and doing more of what He does. May we 

learn how to serve better together, and may we impress the 

gift of service upon the hearts of others, especially the little 

ones, whose eyes are always watching, along the way.  

          ~Megan Engle 
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ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 
206 ETNA AVENUE 
HUNTINGTON, IN 46750 

Worship 9:30 am 
Conversation and Refreshments 

10:45am 

 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community 
Church is to glorify God, build up the body of 

Christ, and reach out to those in our community 
and world to help them become followers of 

Christ. 

ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 

phone: 260.356.7728 

fax: 260.356.7514 

email: stpetersfirst@att.net 

web: www.spfcc.org 

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch 
 

Megan Engle, Ministry Coordinator 

Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 8 am-4 pm 

Richard Strick, Pastor 

260.224.2146 

rstrickbttc@yahoo.com 
 

Becky Lyons, Financial Secretary 

stpetersfirstcom@yahoo.com 
 

Megan Condry, Youth & Children’s Director 

419.733.1272 

megancondry@gmail.com 

 

“The heavens declare the glory of God; 

    the skies proclaim the work of his hands.”  

Psalm 19:1 

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch

